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On 14 December, two Islamic gunmen attacked a 
Hanukkah festival at Bondi Beach in Sydney, Australia. 
Two armed assailants opened fire during a large 
‘Hanukkah by the Sea’ celebration marking the first 
night of Hanukkah, killing at least 16 people and 
wounding 40, including two police officers, according 
to local authorities.

The Bondi Beach massacre is what ‘globalising the 
intifada’ looks like. It is a warning to all Western 
governments that fail to confront the spread of 
Islamist ideologies in their populations. 

Not all Muslims are Islamists. In fact, Muslims are 
amongst the most outspoken opponents of Islamist 
extremism. One of the most articulate and powerful 

responses to the Bondi massacre was by the Global 
Imams Council, which clearly stated, “when Islamist 
hatred is normalised, incitement excused and 
extremists are tolerated under cover of politics, slogans 
and cowardly silence, violence is inevitable. What 
begins as chants and threats inevitably ends in blood.”

But there can be no denying the connection between 
Islamist extremism and the wave of verbal and physical 
violence against Jews since 7 October 2023. 

Former Australian treasurer Josh Frydenberg said 
Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese has 
‘personal responsibility’ for Sunday’s terror attack, 
blasting the premier’s lack of accountability for rising 
antisemitism and accusing him of ‘abandoning’ the 

Jewish community. Frydenberg, who is Jewish and 
served in the Liberal-led government as treasurer and 
deputy leader from 2018 to 2022, blamed Albanese for 
the ‘all too predictable’ massacre of Australia’s Jewish 
community.

“We need answers, we need solutions, we need 
action,” he asserted, taking issue with Albanese’s vow 
to enact stricter gun control laws in the wake of the 
shooting, saying that “guns may have stolen the life of 
15 innocent civilians, but it was radical Islamist 
ideology that pulled the trigger. Prime minister, you 
have failed us. Your government has failed us,” he 
concluded. “If you don’t want to do the job, give it to 
somebody who will.”
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Australian Jews: Hurt But Resilient
  Andrew Tuckern

International Editor | Christians for Israel

On a recent visit to Melbourne I met 
with several Jewish leaders. I wanted to 
hear how the Jewish community is 
coping following the recent Bondi Beach 
massacre. I also wanted to express the 
support and solidarity of Christians 
across the nation and around the world.
Rabbi Glasman, President of the 
Rabbinical Association of Australasia, 
welcomed me to St Kilda Hebrew 
Congregation. A visit to his beautiful 
shule brings to life the fact that many 
Jews have played an important role in 
the development of Australian public 
life over the two centuries. Photos lining 
the walls include such luminaries as Sir 
John Monash and former Governor-
General Sir Zelman Cowen. Many 
members of the shule served in the 
Australian Defence Forces in WWI and 
WWII (proportionally more Jews served 
in the army than any other group). 
Since the commencement of the 
protests following 7 October, there has 
been a series of violent attacks on Jewish 
leaders and synagogues. The Jewish 
community has repeatedly warned that 
unless action was taken, something even 
more violent would happen. 
From my conversation with Rabbi 
Glasman and other Jewish leaders, I 
observed that the Australian Jewish 
community now feels not only physically 
unsafe (like most Western countries, 
synagogues and other Jewish places of 
worship in Australia have heightened 
security), but deeply abandoned and 
rejected. Many Jews feel the government 
did not do enough to prevent the anti-
Israel and anti-Jewish rhetoric that 
erupted after 7 October 2023. 

Over the past two years, Prime Minister 
Albanese has given no indication that he 
understood the magnitude of the 
problem. His silence was apparently 
perceived as an implicit licence to the 
hatred. 

Many Jews in Australia feel unsafe as a 
community, and abandoned by the 
government. An increasing number of 
Australian Jews are contemplating 
making Aliyah to Israel. 

On the other hand, I was assured that 
the Jewish community has become even 
more unified and resilient. They were 
greatly encouraged by strong support 
from many Christian leaders.

But Bondi shows there is a deep problem 
in Australia. It is manifested by a growing 
hatred of the Jews in certain parts of 
society, coupled with indifference in the 
population generally plus an appalling 
lack of moral political leadership. The 
root cause of this problem seems to be a 
combination of Islamist extremism, which 
is a more recent phenomenon, and 
secular/humanist anti-Western hatred of 

Israel. The latter has increasingly become 
mainstream in Australian society since 
the 1970s—to the point that even the 
government is deaf and blind to 
understand what is happening. 

The history of antisemitism tells us that, 
unless it is vigorously addressed, verbal 
violence against the Jewish people in the 
public square inevitably results in 
physical violence against individual 
Jews. Antisemitism is not just a ‘Jewish’ 
problem—violence often starts with the 
Jews, but it never ends there. 
Antisemitism is a disease that ultimately 
infects and destroys our society as a 
whole. 

After much hesitation the federal 
government has finally established a 
Royal Commission to investigate the 
root causes of the antisemitism that 
drove the Bondi massacre. It remains to 
be seen whether this commission will be 
able to adequately get the heart of the 
matter. 

The deep wound caused by the last two 
years will take a long time to heal—if ever. 
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l There are regular reports in the media about 
organisations wanting to boycott Israel, such as 
universities that no longer want to collaborate with 
Israeli universities. Pray that people within these 
organisations will stand up for Israel and pray that 
wrong decisions will be reversed. 

l “He has helped His servant Israel, remembering to be 
merciful to Abraham and His descendants forever just as 
He promised our ancestors.” (Luke 1:54-55). Pray that 
Christians worldwide will increasingly recognise and 
honour Israel’s place within God’s redemptive plan as 
revealed in the gospel. Pray that believers will 
remember that Jesus was born a Jew, and that His 
earthly ministry was rooted in bringing salvation first 
to the Jewish people, and through them to the nations.

l Developments in Iran are being closely watched in 
Israel. Pray that a government will come to power in 
Iran that seeks peace rather than hostility against Israel.

Israel
l Pray for Israel’s recovery following the Hamas attack 

of 7 October and the ongoing war. Pray for healing 

from physical injuries and from the deep emotional 
wounds. Pray for comfort and consolation for all who 
mourn the loss of loved ones.

l Give thanks for signs of hope emerging from Israel, 
including groundbreaking innovations in medicine, 
agriculture, and other fields that bring blessing not 
only to Israel but to the world. Give thanks also for 
hearts turning toward God—both those seeking Him 
for the first time and those returning to Him.

l Pray for unity among the people of Israel in this time 
of strain and uncertainty. Pray for healing of divisions 
and mutual distrust between right-wing and left-wing 
political leaders. Pray also for peace and understanding 
amid social unrest, particularly surrounding 
demonstrations by members of the Orthodox 
community against compulsory military service.

Christians for Israel
l Pray for a blessing on the activities that Christians for 

Israel hopes to organise in the coming period. Pray that 
these activities will foster meaningful encounters and 
mutual encouragement.

For daily Prayer Points, go to: www.c4israel.org.nz

Andrew Tucker with Rabbi Glasman of St Kilda Hebrew Congregation, Melbourne, Australia. | Photo: C4I
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Ancient City Wall 
Discovered

A section of Jerusalem’s city wall, built 
over 2,100 years ago during the 
Hasmonean era, has been uncovered 
by archaeologists. This section of the 
wall is known as the ‘first wall’ and is 
impressive in size—forty metres long 
and five metres wide. The wall was 
once over ten metres high, but today 
only its base remains. The excavations 
are taking place in the Kishle at the 
Tower of David Museum in Jerusalem’s 
Old City. | Photo: Flash90

Unrest Grows in the 
West Bank
The Israeli army is warning of a 
growing terrorist threat in the West 
Bank (Judea and Samaria). According 
to military officials, weapons are being 
smuggled into the area with assistance 
from Iran, raising concerns about the 
potential for a large-scale attack 
similar to that of 7 October 2023. At 
the same time, the army emphasises 
the need to remain vigilant against 
smaller-scale threats, such as terrorist 
cells infiltrating homes and carrying 
out assaults or murders of civilians.

‘Homecoming’ 
Hebrew Word of the 
Year

Israelis have chosen habaita—Hebrew 
for ‘homecoming’ or ‘homeward’—as 
the word of the year in a public vote 
marking Hebrew Language Day. The 
word resonated strongly after the 
return of all living hostages and all but 
one of the deceased, securing 25 per 
cent of the vote from 10 nominated 
words. Thousands took part in the 
survey organised by the Academy of 
the Hebrew Language. Hebrew 
Language Day is observed on the 21st 
of the Jewish month of Tevet, marking 
the birthday of Eliezer Ben-Yehuda 
(1858–1922), the pioneer of modern 
spoken Hebrew. | Photo: Flash90
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Home at Last

  The Jewish Agency n
Leadership
With the return home of Ran Gvili, the 
last hostage from the Gaza Strip, a 
painful and deeply moving chapter in the 
history of the State of Israel and the 
Jewish people has come to an end. This is 
a moment of relief and comfort, but also 
a moment for quiet reflection.

During this time, we learned something 
fundamental about ourselves as a people. 
We learned how to miss people we had 
never met, and how their absence 
created a void in our hearts. This longing 
and concern are not a given. They reflect 
the depth of our bond, our sense of 
shared responsibility, and the deep love 
this people has for one another.

Throughout this period, in the midst of 
the greatest crisis the State of Israel has 
faced since its founding, the word home 
took on a clearer and more powerful 
meaning. Home is not just a physical 
place. It is knowing that someone is 
waiting for you, fighting for you, and 
refusing to give up on you. Ran’s return 
home reminds us how precious this home 
is, and how deeply committed we are to it 
and to everyone who lives within it.

This is a moment in which an especially 
significant chapter has closed, and at the 
same time a critical point for beginning 
the next chapter. A chapter of rebuilding, 
recovery, and healing for the State of 
Israel and for the Jewish people 

everywhere. This is a time to remember 
what happened, those who gave so 
much, and the security forces who 
continue, even now, day after day, to 
make it possible for us to live in our land. 
It is thanks to them that all the hostages 
were able to return home.
At this moment, we want to say thank 
you to the Jewish people across the world 
and to our Christian friends who prayed 

for this day. To the communities, 
organisations, and individuals who, 
wherever they were, came together 
around a single goal. You acted, you 

prayed, you struggled, and you did not 
give up. From great physical distance but 
deep closeness of heart, a powerful 
connection was formed, reminding us of 
the strength of a people and of friends, 
who stand together, even in the darkest 
moments.

Our hearts are with the Gvili family. 
With his mother, who said that Ran was 
the first to go out and fight and the last 
to return home. We embrace them in 
this painful moment and offer our 
deepest condolences as this difficult 
chapter comes to a close.

This moment reminds us who we are. A 
people who cares deeply for one another, 
full of resilience and hope. A people who, 
through this love, continues to endure, 
to rebuild, and to believe. 

Through this shared bond, the people of 
Israel live— Am Yisrael Chai

The funeral of police special forces officer Ran Gvili, 28 January 2026. | Photo: Chaim Goldberg/Flash90

Picture of Ran Gvili at Hostages Square in Tel Aviv. | Photo: Erik Marmor/Flash90

 Home is not just a physical place. It is 
knowing that someone is waiting for you, 
fighting for you, and refusing to give up on 
you. Ran’s return home reminds us how 
precious this home is...
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How many wake-up calls does anyone 
need? 
The cliché that the Bondi Beach 
Hanukkah massacre was just that is 
singularly inappropriate. Australia and 
the West have had one wake-up call 
after another. Since the Hamas-led 
attacks on Israel on 7 October 2023, 
Australian synagogues have been 
firebombed; as elsewhere, anti-Israel 
marches have regularly chanted for the 
mass murder of Jews; and on campus, 
Jewish students and academics have 
been harassed and intimidated.

The significance of all this has been 
ignored by Western governments, which 
have stuck their heads ever more deeply 
into the sand. But now the attacks have 
gone into overdrive.

In Britain on Yom Kippur, two Jews were 
killed in an Islamist attack on a 
synagogue. Early December 2025, two 
Iowa National Guard soldiers and a US 
interpreter were killed and three were 
wounded by an ISIS terrorist in Syria’s 
security forces, an assailant shouting 
antisemitic abuse fired about 20 rounds 
into a private Jewish home in Redlands, 
California, which was decorated for 
Hanukkah, and yeshivah students were 
assaulted on the New York City subway 
when returning from a Hanukkah event. 
In another attack, a Jewish man was 
stabbed in the Crown Heights 
neighbourhood of Brooklyn, New York, 
by an attacker who declared: “It’s OK if 
the Holocaust were to happen again.”

Two students at Brown University were 
murdered in an attack on the economics 
class of a Brown University professor, 
who also teaches Jewish studies courses. 

A Jewish professor of nuclear physics at 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology was shot dead inside his 
home; there are unconfirmed reports of 
Iranian involvement.

During a Hanukkah celebration in 
Amsterdam, dozens of violent anti-Israel 
protesters were arrested after police had 
to physically surround Jewish families to 
protect them. Islamic terror plots have 
been foiled at German and Polish 
Christmas markets.

In other words, this is a global intifada. 
For Diaspora Jews, it’s an emergency. 
But it’s also a last warning for the West 
to take Islamic extremism much more 
seriously as a danger to everyone.

This has developed into a global crisis 
because of a climate of impunity. For 
more than two years now, the streets 
have been colonised by demonstrators 
screaming for the murder of Jews and 
jihad against the West. This has all been 
largely shrugged aside as ‘free speech.’

On the very day of the massacre on 
Bondi Beach, where 15 people were 
murdered and three times that many 
were wounded, demonstrators marched 
in the British Midlands city of 
Birmingham behind a banner reading 
“Brum [Birmingham] says one solution, 
intifada revolution.”

The 7 Oct. attacks acted as a galvanic 
signal to the Islamists that they were now 
within sight of a final victory over Israel 
and the West. The way in which the 
West’s political and intellectual elites 
bought into their defamatory and 
obsessional lies about Israel, turning it 
into a pariah state for daring to defend 
itself against genocide and reacting with 
indifference to the escalating abuse of 
Jews, emboldened and incentivised them 
to ramp up their intimidation and attacks.

Too few realise that for the Islamists, the 
destruction of the Jews, who they 
understand to be central to Western 
civilisation, is the necessary 
precondition for its destruction.

From Sayed Qutb, the early-20th-
century Islamic theorist who inspired 
modern extremist Islam, to Osama bin 
Laden and the Hamas Charter, Islamic 
jihadis have said that their war is against 
modernity, which is a bacillus carried by 
the West. And behind both modernity 
and the West are the Jews.

It’s important to acknowledge the many 
Muslims who have no truck at all with 
Islamic extremism. The hero of Bondi 
Beach, who tackled the 50-year-old man 
who perpetrated the attack along with 
his 24-year-old son, and disarmed him 
with his bare hands, is reportedly a 
Muslim of Syrian origin.

Nevertheless, the vast majority of global 
terror attacks are committed in the name 
of Islam. The history of Islam as a religion 
of war tells us that today’s terrorism is not 
an aberration by a handful of extremists.

Following the Bondi Beach massacre, 
there has been a chorus of imams 
declaring that this attack was inimical to 
Islamic teaching.

But that isn’t true. Islamist extremism— 
or the spreading of Islamic precepts by 
violence to the rest of the world—is 
founded in texts and precepts upheld by 
all Islamic authorities. Warlike Quranic 
verses, including calls to kill unbelievers 
and hate Jews, are seen as overriding 
more pacific passages.

True, many Muslims don’t interpret 
their religion in this way. Many simply 
ignore its religious precepts.

Still, no Islamic authorities have 
repudiated these warlike texts. And 
there’s no shortage of imams in Britain, 
Australia and America preaching hatred 
and murder against Jews and the West 
with no pushback from either state or 
Islamic authorities.

In Australia, an Islamic scholar, Wissam 
(‘Abu Ousayd’) Hadad, preached in 
November 2023 that the Jews were ‘rats’ 
and ‘cowards’ who controlled the media 
and the banks, and who needed war to 
continue in order to make money.

In Britain, imams have been documented 
referring to Israel as a ‘rapist’ who 
suffered only a ‘scratch in his face’ in the 7 
Oct. attacks; praying for victory over the 
‘cursed’ Jews and infidels, stating, “Scatter 
them and rip their groups apart, and 
destroy their houses and homes, bring 
them down and punish them like you do 
criminals;” and preaching that it was 
‘obligatory’ for Muslim leaders to support 
jihad and praising Hamas as ‘heroes.’

In the Islamic Center of Kansas, an 
imam reportedly proclaimed that “Gaza 
has begun a new page of Jihad and 
sacrifice and then prayed for the 
destruction of the ‘criminal Zionists.’

Are all these imams contravening 
Islamic teaching? Hardly.

Following the atrocity in Australia, US 
President Donald Trump said: “All 
nations must stand together against the 
evil forces of radical Islamic terrorism, 
and we’re doing that.” Britain’s 
Conservative Party leader, Kemi 
Badenoch, has spoken up with 
refreshing bluntness by stating that 
Islamic extremism is incompatible with 
Western democracy.

This may appear to be a statement of 
the blindingly obvious. But the problem 
is that very few other Western leaders 
have explicitly called out this problem 
for what it is. And none of them has 
taken the action necessary to tackle it.

Trump has made a start by deporting 
extremists. But Washington could do 
much more. And the governments of 
Britain, Australia and Canada have 
combined extreme hostility towards 
Israel with a refusal even to identify 
Islamic extremism as an acute problem, 
let alone take the measures necessary to 
deal with it.

A responsible government should root 
out extremist imams, prosecute or 
deport them, and ban the Muslim 
Brotherhood, its affiliates, and Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guard. It is intolerable 
that these subversive or terror-
promoting groups should be operating 
with impunity in the West.

In addition, any responsible and civilised 
government should be calling out the 
defamatory lies about Israel as the tissue 
of falsehoods that they are and as a 
weapon of war to destroy Israel through 
delegitimisation.

Yet the British, Australian and Canadian 
governments have themselves been 
promoting these lies, thus fanning the 
flames of murderous Islamist hysteria 
about Israel and Jews.

The Jewish world should be likewise 
calling out those in its own community 
who unwittingly lend their support to 
the Islamist onslaught.

The danger to Jews is not only physical. 
We are seeing an all-out onslaught on 
Israel and Judaism by anti-Israel 
obsessives, inside and outside the Jewish 
community, trying to set Judaism 
against Zionism.

Since Judaism constitutes the inseparable 
fusion of the people, the faith and the 
land, setting it against Zionism—the right 
of the Jews to self-determination —is an 
attempt to rip out Judaism’s very soul.

If the struggle to stamp out antisemitism 
is to mean anything more than hollow 
platitudes, then it must consist of zero 
tolerance for Islamic extremism—and 
zero tolerance for the delegitimisation of 
the world’s only Jewish state.
This article was originally published by JNS. 
Republished with permission.

The Global Intifada

Pro-Palestinian activists Washington, DC, March 2025 | Photo: Shutterstock
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Mapping Israel’s 
Anemones

A citizen science project is updating 
Israel’s anemone map for the first time 
since 2019, showing how climate, 
rainfall, and soil influence the colours 
and flowering times of the country’s 
iconic flower. The survey explains why 
northern and central Israel host 
anemones in a variety of colors, while 
the Negev in the south features mostly 
red blooms. The study, based on 
hundreds of observations, charts the 
geographic distribution and flowering 
periods of different anemone colors 
across the country. Israel’s most 
beloved flower grows from Mount 
Hermon to the desert, appearing not 
only in red but also in white, pink, 
purple, and even blue, depending on 
the region. | Photo: Flash90.

Isaac Agreements
Israel is strengthening its diplomatic 
and economic ties with countries in 
Latin America through the so-called 
Isaac Agreements. This initiative is 
designed to promote political, 
economic, and cultural cooperation 
between Israel and the governments 
of Latin America. The agreements 
were launched in early December by 
Argentine President Milei. Other 
countries involved in the first phase of 
these agreements include Uruguay, 
Panama, and Costa Rica. Projects in 
the fields of technology, security, and 
economic development are already 
taking shape within this new 
cooperation. Costa Rica and Israel 
have already signed a free trade 
agreement for goods, services, and 
investments.

Israel’s No. 1 
Hospital
Hadassah Medical Organisation has 
been named Israel’s No.1 hospital for 
scientific output by ‘Nature Index’ 
which tracks primary research articles 
in health and science journals from 
October 2024 to September 2025, 
placed Hadassah at the top among 
Israeli hospitals and ranked it 179th 
worldwide. The hospital led in 
publications across clinical sciences, 
oncology and carcinogenesis, 
microbiology, genetics, cardiovascular 
medicine, and hematology, 
highlighting its strength in cutting-
edge medical research and innovation.

Short News
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No Turkish or Qatari Troops
  JNSn

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has said that there would be 
no Turkish or Qatari troops deployed to 
Gaza as part of Phase Two of the Trump 
administration’s Mideast peace plan.

Speaking at a Knesset debate on ‘violence 
and crime in the Arab sector’ within 
Israel, Netanyahu acknowledged the 
dispute between his government and the 
Trump administration over the post-war 
management of Gaza.

“We have a certain argument with our 
friends in the United States over the 
composition of the executive board that 
will oversee the processes in Gaza,” he 
said. “In the Gaza Strip, we stand before 
the second phase of the Trump plan. The 
second phase says a simple thing: Hamas 
will be disarmed, and Gaza will be 
demilitarised,” said Netanyahu. “We are 
adhering to these objectives, and they 
will be achieved. Either the easy way or 
the hard way. Turkish soldiers or Qatari 

soldiers will not be in the Gaza Strip.”

The Israeli prime minister has openly 
disagreed with US President Donald 
Trump in recent days over appointments 
to committees intended to directly and 
indirectly govern Gaza, post-Hamas.

“The announcement regarding the 
composition of the Gaza executive board, 
which is subordinate to the Board of 
Peace, was not coordinated with Israel 
and runs contrary to its policy,” the prime 
minister’s office stated mid-January. 

One of the core disputes appears to be 
the role that Qatar and Turkey, both of 
which have taken strongly anti-Israel 
positions and host Hamas officials in 
their countries, will play in governing the 
Palestinian enclave.

‘Control Architecture’ That 
Centralises Power
On 16 January, the Trump 
administration named Turkish and 
Qatari officials to sit on the Gaza 
executive board, including Turkish 
Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan, alongside 
Jared Kushner, Trump’s son-in-law and 
former senior adviser; former UK Prime 
Minister Tony Blair; and Steve Witkoff, 
US special envoy to the Middle East. 

The only Israeli on the panel is Yakir 

Gabay, a Cypriot-Israeli businessman.

The executive committee will manage 
the National Committee for the 
Administration of Gaza, a group of 
Palestinian technocrats who will oversee 
the coastal enclave, which took its first 
official act in signing its mission 
statement on 17 January.

Both the executive board and the 
national committee will be overseen by 
the Board of Peace, chaired by Trump, 
which has come under fire in recent days 
over reports that permanent seats on the 
board can be bought for $1 billion and 
that invitees to the board include 
Russian President Vladimir Putin.

“Trump’s ‘Board of Peace’, scheduled to 
be rolled out in Davos, is not ‘peace 
architecture.’ It’s ‘control architecture’ 
that centralises power, dilutes legitimacy 
and makes a long-term sustainable peace 
harder,” wrote Hady Amr, former US 
special representative for Palestinian 
affairs during the Biden administration. 
“Exempting big contributors from term 
limits makes membership look 
purchasable. Even if ‘voluntary,’ it 
screams transactional influence and 
corrodes credibility.” 
This article was published by JNS on 19 January 2026. 
Republished with permission. 

Strike on Khamenei ‘Equals All-Out War’
  JNSn

Iran’s president has warned that a 
strike on Supreme Leader Ali 
Khamenei is the equivalent of an “all-
out war” against the country, while 
blaming the United States and its allies 
for the “hardship and difficulties” 
facing citizens of the Islamic Republic.

His comments came a day after US 
President Donald Trump called for 
“new leadership in Iran.” 

The US president in recent statements 
has urged demonstrators to “keep 
protesting” and threatened military 
action if the regime’s security forces 
use lethal force against them. 

US Buildup, Israel on Alert
Israel’s Channel 12 reported on 18 
January that Israel’s defense 
establishment believes an American 
attack on Iran remains a realistic 
option as the United States accelerates 
its military buildup in the Middle East. 
US aerial and naval forces are expected 
to complete preparations within days, 
giving Washington the capability to 
carry out a large-scale strike.

The Israel Defense Forces has raised 
its alert level accordingly, while Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
convened a security consultation with 

senior ministers and defense officials 
to assess possible scenarios.

Khamenei Admits “Several 
Thousand” Killed
Khamenei publicly acknowledged that 
“several thousand” people were killed 
in the nationwide protests that began 
on 28 December, while attributing the 
deaths and damage to “those linked to 
Israel and the US,” as quoted by 
Iranian state media.

“We consider the US president 
criminal for the casualties, damages 
and slander he inflicted on the Iranian 
nation,” Khamenei continued. 
Estimates of the number of protesters 
murdered by the regime’s forces range 
from a few thousand to the tens of 
thousands, with the full picture of the 
casualties difficult to determine amid a 
government-imposed internet 
shutdown that began on 8 January.

State TV Hack Boosts 
Opposition Messages
Iranian state television broadcasts 
were briefly hacked on Sunday 19 
January to display opposition 
messages and footage of protests 
against the regime, including speeches 
by exiled Crown Prince Reza Pahlavi 
urging security forces to “join the 

nation for the freedom of Iran.” 

The London-based channel Iran 
International reported that the hack, 
seen by viewers receiving broadcasts 
via the Badr satellite, came amid the 
ongoing internet blackout.

The largest protests since 1979 have 
spread across Iran, with 
demonstrators filling the streets of 
Tehran, Mashhad and other cities 
across all 31 provinces. The nationwide 
unrest was triggered by soaring 
inflation and the collapse of the rial, 
which has plunged to about 1.46 
million to the dollar. What began as 
anger over prices and a sinking 
currency has widened into open calls 
to end clerical rule, with strikes 
shuttering markets and businesses in 
commercial hubs.

The unrest comes as Iran’s leadership 
grapples with long-running US 
sanctions and the UN ‘snapback’ that 
restored nuclear-related measures, 
alongside mounting strains on the 
country’s water and energy systems. 
Israeli and US strikes on Iranian 
nuclear and energy facilities in June 
2025 caused significant damage and 
have further complicated Tehran’s 
already fragile energy landscape.

“...Hamas will be 
disarmed, and Gaza 
will be demilitarised.”
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  Bat Ye’orn
Islam is a religion revealed in Arabic by 
an Arabian prophet, Muhammad, in 
seventh-century Arabia. While drawing 
its core ethics from the two biblical 
religions, it also absorbed local cultural 
elements shaped by the region’s nomadic 
and semi-sedentary tribes of the Hijaz. 
These tribes formed the militant core of 
the early Islamic community, driving its 
expansion through war.

In the space of a century the Islamised 
Arabs, originating from the world’s most 
arid regions, had conquered the most 
powerful empires and had subjugated 
peoples who had created prestigious 
civilisations.

The jihad (the holy war against non-
Muslims) linked the mores of great 
warlike nomadism with the conditions 
of the existence of Muhammad in 
Yathrib (Medina) where he emigrated in 
622, fleeing the persecutions of the 
pagan Meccans. Lacking means of 
subsistence, the small emigrant Muslim 
community lived at the expense of the 
new converts in Medina, the Ansar. As 
this situation could not last, the Prophet 
organised armed incursions to intercept 
the caravans which traded with Mecca. 
Interpreter of the will of Allah, 
Muhammad combined the political 
power of a military leader, the religious 
power and the functions of a judge: 
“Whosoever obeys the Messenger, thereby 
obeys God” (Koran 4:82).

Revelations tied to these raids legitimised 
Muslim claims to the lives and property of 
pagan enemies. Quranic verses sanctified 
the conduct of battle, the division of 
spoils, and the treatment of the defeated. 
Over time, relations with non-Muslims 
were shaped by the ambushes, battles, 
stratagems, and truces that constituted 
holy war and enabled Islam’s expansion.

The policy the Arab prophet adopted 
toward the Jews of Medina and the Jews 
and Christians of the oasis of the Hijaz 
determined his successors’ policy 
towards the native Jewish and Christian 

inhabitants of territories conquered 
subsequently. The Jews of Medina were 
either plundered and expelled from the 
town (Banu Qaynuqa, Banu Nadhir, 624-
25) or massacred, except for converts to 
Islam and women and children who were 
reduced to slavery (Banu Qurayza, 627). 
Since all these decisions were justified by 
Allah’s revelations inscribed in the Koran, 
they became normative and obligatory in 
the strategy of the jihad. The possessions 
of the Jews of Medina constituted a 
booty to be shared between the Muslim 
fighters, a fifth of every seizure being 
reserved for the Prophet himself. In the 
case of the Banu Nadhir, Muhammad 
kept all the booty, which, having been 
taken without a fight, reverted in its 
entirety to the Prophet. According to 
verses in the Koran (59:6-8), he was 
entrusted with managing it for the 
benefit of the Muslim community, the 
umma. This was the origin of the fay, 
that is to say, the religious principle, 
laden with consequences for the future, 
whereby the collective property of the 
umma was constituted by the former 
property confiscated from the 
vanquished non-Muslims.

Muslim jurists subsequently derived the 
status of the tributaries from the treaty 
concluded between Muhammad and the 
Jews who farmed the Khaybar oasis. The 
tributaries are the Jews and Christians 
(referred to as ‘Peoples of the Book,’ the 
Bible) and the Persian Zoroastrians.
In this treaty, Muhammad allowed the 
Jews of Khaybar to remain in posession 
of their land as Muslim fay in exchange 
for half their harvests. They retained 
religion and possessions, but he could 
revoke the arrangement at any time.
The umma continued to grow and 
increased its wealth by raids on caravans 
and oases populated by Jews, Christians, 
or pagans in Arabia, and to the 
furthermost Syro-Palestinian deserts 
(629-32). These agglomerations, situated 
to the north of Ayla (Eilat), in the Wadi 
Rumm and around Mu’ta, were 
surrounded by nomadic Arab tribes. 
When these tribes rallied to 
Muhammad, the settled populations, 
frightened by the razzias, preferred to 
deal with the Prophet on the basis of an 
agreed tribute. Utilising contemporary 
sources, Michael the Syrian later 
described these events:

“[Muhammad] began to assemble a band 
of his own and to organise ambushes in 
parts of Palestine, so that by bringing 
something back for them [the Arabs], he 
persuaded them to believe in him and to 
join him. As he had gone down [from 
Medina] and gone up several times 
without being harmed, had pillaged and 
had returned laden with booty, the thing 
[Muhammad’s preaching] was 
confirmed for them by the love of 
possessions which led them to make a 
regular feature of going out to pillage... 
Soon his troops set about invading and 
pillaging several lands. [...]. We showed 
earlier how, from the beginning of the 
empire of the Arabs, they went out to 
take prisoners, to pillage, steal, ambush, 
invade and destroy whole regions during 
all of Muhammad’s life.”

By the Prophet’s death in 632, most 
Hijaz tribes had embraced Islam, idolatry 
had ended in Arabia, and Jews and 
Christians were paying tribute. Abu 
Bakr, the Prophet’s successor, crushed 
the Bedouin ridda, enforcing Islam and 
zakat, then extended the jihad beyond 
Arabia. Jihad offered non-Muslims a 
choice: conversion or tribute; refusal 
meant battle. Arab idolaters faced death 
or conversion, while Jews, Christians, 
and Zoroastrians could secure life, 
worship, and property by paying tribute 
and accepting conquest terms.

In 640 the second caliph, Umar Ibn al-
Khattab, drove the Jewish and Christian 
tributaries out of Hijaz by invoking the 
dhimma (contract) of Khaybar: the land 
belonged to Allah and his Envoy and the 
contract could be broken at the discretion 
of the imam, the religious and political 
leader of the umma and the interpreter of 
Allah’s will. Umar also invoked the desire 
expressed by the Prophet on his 
deathbed: “Two religions should not co-
exist within the Arabian peninsula.”           
This article is an excerpt from Bat Ye’or, The Decline 
of Eastern Christianity under Islam—From Jihad to 
Dhimmitude (Seventh-Twentieth Century), Fairleigh 
Dickinson University Press (1996). 

Abridged by the Managing Editor.

The Origin of Jihad

| Photo: Shutterstock

The Jihad: Dogma and Strategies
  Bat Ye’orn

The doctrine of jihad borrowed the practices of the 
razzias (invasions—ed.) perpetrated by the nomads 
but softened them with Koranic injunctions. Muslim 
jurists established a Koranic dogma that regulated 
the procedures and tactics of military operations 
during the conquests, as well as the treatment of 
conquered peoples and the fiscal system applicable to 
the conquered lands (tithe, kharaj, fay). 

The aim of jihad is to subjugate the peoples of the 
world to the law of Allah, decreed by his prophet 

Muhammad. Mankind is divided into two groups, 
Muslims and non-Muslims. The former compose the 
Islamic community, the umma, who own the 
territories of the dar al-Islam governed by Islamic law. 
Non-Muslims are harbis, inhabitants of the dar al-
harb, the lands of war, so called because they are 
destined to come under Islamic jurisdiction, either by 
war (harb), or by the conversion of their inhabitants. 
According to the jurist Ibn Taimiya (fourteenth 
century), the property of non-Muslims must revert 
legitimately to the sole followers of the true religion 
(Islam). Consequently, the jihad is the means whereby 

possessions considered illegally ursurped by non-
Muslims are restored to Muslims. That is why every 
act of war in the dar al-harb is legal and immune 
from censure. 

As the jihad is a permanent war, it excludes the idea 
of peace but authorises temporary truces related to 
the political situation (muhadana). These truces must 
not last for more than ten years at most and can be 
unilaterally denounced by the imam, after notifying 
the adversary. 

Continued on page 7
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In the context of temporary truces, the jihad governs 
the conditions of treaties with the dar al-harb and 
provides for an intermediate state of non-war or of 
vassality. Holy war, regarded by Islamic theologians 
as a pillar of the faith, obliges all Muslims to 
contribute according to their means—physically, 
financially, or through their words.

Jihad has been waged militarily, notably during the 
Arab expansions of the seventh and eighth centuries 
and later by Islamised Turks in Europe. The strategy 
of war provides for the destabilisation at the frontiers 
of the dar al-harb by irregular forces burn villages, take 

hostages, or pillage and massacre in order to drive 
out the inhabitants and facilitate the army’s advance 
by gradual territorial encroachment. The methods of 
dividing the booty are governed by Koranic 
revelations, one fifth reverting to the custodian of 
spiritual political authority (the imam or caliph).

Jihad can also be waged by peaceful means: 
proselytism, propaganda, and corruption which 
consists of gratuities ‘to win over hearts’ (ta'lif al 
qulub). The harbi, inhabitant of the lands of war, is an 
enemy who cannot venture without risk into the 
lands of Islam where, according to the dogma, any 
Muslim may shed his blood and seize his goods. 

However, his safety can be ensured by the aman, a 
temporary protection which any Muslim of either sex 
can grant.
When a victory transforms some of the dar al-harb 
into dar al-Islam, its former inhabitants (harbis) 
become prisoners of war. The imam can, according to 
the circumstances of the conflict, condemn them to 
massacre, slavery, exile, or negotiate with their 
representatives and grant them a treaty of protection 
(dhimma), which confers on them the status of 
tributaries (dhimmis). 
This article is an excerpt from Bat Ye’or, The Decline of Eastern 
Christianity under Islam—From Jihad to Dhimmitude (Seventh-
Twentieth Century), Fairleigh Dickinson University Press (1996). 

  Bat Ye’orn
The current rise of Islamism hardly 
represents a revolutionary ideological 
innovation, since Islamism is embedded 
in a permanent historical trend—the 
same trend which over the centuries has 
nourished and sustained the jihad—the 
conquests of new lands—and the 
dhimmitude of its indigenous 
inhabitants. Contained by European 
military superiority and sporadically 
controlled from the 19th century by the 
regenerative forces of modernisation, 
Islamic radicalism crystallised under the 
impact of political and social tensions 
which drew the people toward with 
religious leaders who radiated charisma 
and an aura of sanctity. 

In the Egypt of the 1930s and in pre-
Khomeinist Iran, Islamism served as a 
valve to channel into religion the 
popular discontent and the rebellion of 
white-collar workers, any other form of 
political opposition being forbidden. 
Modern Islamism—with its multiple 
and contradictory causes—reflects the 
violent tensions and disarray in 
eminently religious societies shattered 
by the West’s intrusion. Its aim is the 
restoration of the Koran and the shari’a 
as the sole authority for jurisdiction and 
government in Muslim countries.

However, the return to a strict 
orthodoxy first necessitates a 
purification of Islamic society from 
foreign legislation—that is, from all 
legislation borrowed from the dar al-
harb. In fact, the return of the land to 
the dhimmi peoples and the humiliation 
caused by military setbacks are 
attributed to these pernicious 
influences, responsible for the divine 
chastisements, punishing the 
community of Allah, presently governed 
by heretical rulers. Therefore, Islamism 
expresses primarily a rejection of the 
transformations introduced by 
exchanges with the civilisations of dar 
al-harb and refuses dhimmi 
sovereignties. This attitude is justified 

by the perception of the dar al-harb 
through demeaning stereotypes which 
neutralise its attractiveness—for 
example, materialism, colonialism, 
imperialism, Zionism, Great Satan, 
enemy of humanity. 

In Iran, the mullahs fomented revolution 
against the pro-Western Shah by stirring 
up fanaticism in order to seize power. 
The misery and ignorance of the people 
were the leaven of an uprising which 
was controlled and guided by the clergy. 
The Pahlav dynasty (1925-79) that had 
attempted to modernise Iran since the 
1920s was swept away by the Islamist 
tide. In Egypt, President Sadat 
endeavoured to win over the Islamist 
movement in order to control it from 
within and suppress it. However, 
political overtures to the dar al-
harb—the West and Israel —inspired by 
a modernist vision of a society freed 
from the shackles of religion made him, 
like the Pahlavis and the Khemalist 
Turks, Islam’s enemy. 

Islamism, however, does not only 
represent rejection, for it bears within 
itself the people’s sufferings and hopes. 

Thus it is proclaimed as the means to 
the redemption of the umma, corrupted 
by the West. The Muslim peoples, it 
teaches, will regain their lost supremacy 
in our time if they adopt the institutions 
which were defined in the seventh 
century and which secured their power 
then. This power was founded on jihad, 
on the annexation of land, the spoils of 
victories, the pillage of conquered 
civilisations and the exploitation of an 
enormous source of slaves and 
manpower from Africa, Asia and Europe. 
Thus the rejection of the West, coupled 
with nostalgia for power based on war 
and conquests, helped to make Islamism 
the vehicle and mainstay of jihad.

The political programme of the Islamist 
trend is well known. It advocates a 
return to the shari’a in all Muslim states. 
The first step would enable the political 
and military command to be unified and 
bring back the ghazi mentality. It would 
then be possible to take these 
subsequent, ultimate steps: world 
conquest and the universal supremacy 
of Islamic law, the destruction of non-
muslim civilizations, and the application 

of the dhimma to the populations of the 
dar al Islam, conquered and integrated 
into the dar al-Islam. 

The Islamist trend justifies its ideology 
by the past, when the periods of Islam’s 
glory were actually linked to the two 
great waves of Arab and Turkish 
conquests. It was neither in Arabia, 
exclusively peopled by the Arabs, nor in 
Mecca or Medina that Islamic 
civilisation glowed in the full blaze of its 
glory. Its radiance came from the lands 
of dhimmitude, in periods when the 
dhimmis still formed majorities subject 
to the conquering Muslim minorities. 
Under the Arabs, it reached its apogee in 
the Christian East and in Spain. 
Similarly, it was not in their central 
Asian homeland that these Seljuks  and 
Ottomans founded a prestigious empire, 
but in Anatolia and in the Balkans, 
through the subjection of its Christian 
Orthodox populations. Today, except in 
the oil-producing countries, the Muslim 
peoples are among the poorest in the 
world. They are just as fascinated by the 
wealth of Europe and America as were 
the erstwhile nomads of Arabia and 
Turkestan by the flourishing, civilised 
cities of the pre-Arab Orient and 
Byzantium. 

The Islamist movement makes no secret 
of its intention to convert the West. Its 
propaganda, published in booklets sold 
in all European Islamic centres for the 
last 30 years, sets out its aims and the 
methods to achieve them. They include 
proselytism, conversion, marriage with 
local women and, above all, 
immigration. Remembering that 
Muslims always began as a minority in 
the conquered territories (‘liberated’, in 
Islamic terminology) before becoming a 
majority. The ideologists of this 
movement regard Islamic settlement in 
Europe, the United States, and 
elsewhere as a chance for Islam.
This article is an excerpt from Bat Ye’or, The Decline 
of Eastern Christianity under Islam—From Jihad to 
Dhimmitude (Seventh-Twentieth Century), Fairleigh 
Dickinson University Press (1996).

The Roots of Modern Islamism

A typical Middle Egyptian village (1910). | Photo: Wikimedia Commons
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Voices  for  Israel
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Twenty young people from twelve 
different nations, unfamiliar with one 
another travelled across Israel for 
almost three weeks, and through an 
intensive educational programme they 
came to better understand the many 
facets of Israel and its people. 

The Voices for Israel programme—an 
initiative of Christians for Israel 
International in collaboration with the 
Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs—aims 
to invest in young people so they can 
stand up for Israel and the Jewish people 
in their own countries, grounded in 
factual knowledge. It was a unique 
experience for all participants. Lorena 
(26) from Austria summarised the trip as 
follows: “It was such an incredible 
experience to travel through Israel with 
so many young people from different 
nations. One of my many highlights was 
Hannaton in the Galilee, where we met 
young Israelis who were preparing for 
military service during a special gap 
year.” Sifra (24) from The Netherlands: 
“I felt that God took us out of our 
bubble for a moment and showed us His 
land Himself. I now feel more confident 
when it comes to Israel and am deeply 
convinced that this is the right fight.”

Daniel (25) from India had the feeling 
that he touched holy ground: “Walking 
through Jerusalem, I got the feeling that 
I was stepping into living Scripture— 
where faith feels tangible and the life of 
Jesus comes alive in a deeply personal 
way.” Back home in India he is 
encouraging young Christian Indians to 
take notice of Israel in the Bible: 
“Reading about Israel in the Bible is an 
invitation to see God’s redemptive story 
with reverence and wisdom, it 
strengthens faith and Christ-centered 
living in everyday life.”

Han (18) from Vietnam explains that she 
both learned from historical biblical 
ancient sites and from “incredible 
Israelis.” She gained a deep feeling for 
what is happening in Israel: “These 
experiences were not just a chance for 
me to explore and discover Israel, but 
they really showed me God’s mercy and 
faithfulness to the Jewish people and 
also the Gentiles. His everlasting love for 
His people has never been lost.”

Trust
During the trip, significant attention 
was given to topics such as geopolitics, 
history and identity, culture, the 
economy, faith, security, and everyday 

reality, alongside countless encounters 
with Israelis. These included Druze, 
young (Jewish) immigrants, survivors of 
the 7 October 2023 massacre, young 
people preparing for military service, 
and ‘ordinary’ citizens in the local 
corner café. What stood out was the 
confidence many radiated about the 
future, despite the difficult situation 
Israel was—and continues to be—in.

Mica (20) from New Zealand reflected: 
“One of the many things I will forever 
remember is how resilient and 
benevolent the people of Israel are in the 
midst of constant attacks and extreme 
abuse from bordering countries as well 
as the international community. Israelis 
innovate, build, preserve, protect, create, 
and contribute not only for their own 
country, but on the international level 
as well. This will forever astound me.”

Lynn (25) from the Netherlands shared: 
“In both Kibbutz Be’eri and Kibbutz 
Kerem Shalom, survivors of the 
massacre showed us around. They have 
consciously chosen to rebuild their 
homes there, near the Gaza border. ‘This 
is our home; we will not be driven away,’ 
they said.”

Not Like Their Enemies
At the Lebanese border, Frederic (33) 
from Germany was impressed by the 

harsh reality of war: “We saw destroyed 
villages on the Lebanese side, while 
Christian villages less than a kilometre 
away remained untouched.” This 
contrast showed how Israel acts in a 
highly differentiated manner, targeting 
only structures used for attacks while 
sparing civilian areas. “I realised that 
Israel’s military strategy is often about 
buying time rather than achieving 
lasting peace, while simultaneously 
investing in security, innovation, and 
the education of its young 
generation—unlike its enemies, who 
often invest their resources in 
destruction rather than renewal.”

Andras (25) from Hungary shared a 
similar insight: “During lectures at 
Reichmann University and a visit to 
ZAKA, I was struck not only by the deep 
knowledge of terrorism and 
antisemitism, but by the systematic and 
fair way atrocities are confronted. Again 
and again, I saw that Israelis do not 
descend to the level of their enemies, but 
instead put human life and truth first.”

Comfort
Since 7 October 2023, Israel has become 
increasingly isolated on the world stage, 
something that was also reflected in 

many of the encounters. Sifra: “We 
heard the term ‘existential loneliness’ 
very often. People genuinely feel 
abandoned by the world. At the same 
time, we also heard regularly that people 
feel supported by Christians. Someone 
said, ‘You have shown that you are there 
for us not only in good times, but also in 
difficult times. That is why we feel 
connected to you.’ I thought it was 
beautiful that he spoke about that 
connection, that they experience our 
support as comfort.”

Lynn: “Someone else pointed out that 
many people no longer want to listen to 
Jews themselves, because it is 
considered logical that a Jew would 
stand up for their own country, people, 
and right to exist. But when non-Jews 
stand up for Israel, people may be more 
open to listening. He found it 
comforting that we came, wanted to 
listen, and wanted to pass that on in our 
own country.”

A Voice for Israel
Back home the young people now carry 
the responsibility of being ‘a voice for 
Israel’. Sifra: “I already had a passion for 
Israel, but now a fire has been lit. It is 
very easy to voice your support for Israel 
from behind a screen, but we have to 
show people that we are—quite literally— 
standing beside the Jewish people.” Lynn: 
“People often talk about a silent majority, 
but the time for silence is over. It is time 
to take real action and use your voice to 
stand up for the truth, because this is a 
battle between light and darkness.”

Ivy (23) from the Philippines adds: “This 
trip has deepened my desire to know the 
One True God more. Stepping onto the 
places I had just read about in the Bible, 
hearing the testimonies of the Jewish 
people is a blessing that cannot be 
orchestrated by human hands alone. I 
truly believe this journey was His 
intention, and I am incredibly grateful 
to be part of it.”

“The Fact That You Are Here Is Enough”
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 “People often talk about a silent majority, 
but the time for silence is over.” 
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Telling the Truth When It’s Unpopular
  Bryce Turnern

Executive Director | Christians for Israel New Zealand

Welcome to our first edition of Israel and Christians 
Today for 2026. It is very difficult to keep up with 
events in the world right now, we continually marvel as 
more and more unfold, that we couldn’t even really 
imagine only a few years ago. The December editorial 
was written from Israel, where hostages were being 
released, a tenuous ceasefire was in place (it is still 
tenuous!), and many around the world were 
speculating as to what might happen next. The world’s 
attention swung back to Iran just after Christmas, as 
protests against the extremist Islamist regime began. 
Actually, the world’s attention did not turn to Iran. As 
has become typical, focus remained on Israel and Gaza, 
with the usual stream of condemnation not even 
pausing. It is only in the more recent weeks that 
international attention has reluctantly turned, as the 
brutality of the Iranian regime against its own people 
has become evident. At the time of writing estimates 
still vary, but it appears that tens of thousands have 
been murdered as they protested, seeking freedom 
from the oppression suffered increasingly since the 
Iranian Revolution of 1979.

Meanwhile, the end of January saw the funeral of 24- 
year-old Ran Gvil. Murdered on 7 Oct., Ran was the last 
hostage held in Gaza. The recovery of his body by the 
IDF signified the first time since 2014 that there have 
been no Israeli hostages held in Gaza, and this did not 
go un-noticed as Israelis gathered all across the nation 
to acknowledge his return. His funeral concluded a 
series of events at which it seems most of Israel came 
to grieve. Across Israel, the nation collectively took a 
breath, it seems that the whole country has been 
holding its breath until the last hostage returned. 
While Hamas remains the popular government of 
Gaza, no Israeli can truly relax, but the return of Gvil 
signifies the end of a particularly painful chapter.

A famous—although not always popular!—national 
leader once inspired his people with that now-famous 
line, “Never give in, never give in, never, never, never, 
never…..” Delivered to a school assembly in 1941, 
Churchill focussed on the resilience of a nation under 
severe attack. Right now, Israel faces the same 
challenge. Whilst there is currently a ceasefire, there is 
no real peace. Those who clearly, publicly, and 
repeatedly, promise to repeat 7 October and continue 
to seek the destruction of Israel, remain in control of a 
large part of Gaza. As has become typical, many world 
leaders are rubbishing the only plan tabled, yet nobody 
has offered a better alternative.

Meanwhile, some nations continue to resist 
international pressure and are not joining in with the 
blanket blaming of Israel for all the world’s evils. In 
January, the Prime Minister of Samoa, La’auli Leuatea 
Schmidt, announced that Samoa is to continue 
strengthening its ties with Israel, with preparations 
now underway to open an embassy in Jerusalem, Israel, 
during 2026. Joining Papua New Guinea and Fiji, 
Samoa’s commitment highlights the shared Judeo-
Christian values, as well as cooperation in technology, 
development, and security. This bold statement reflects 
a willingness to look past the propaganda, to 
understand the truth of the conflict, and to resist the 
‘peer pressure’ being asserted by other nations. This 
decision is a great credit to the Government of Samoa 
and the Samoan people, for which we trust God will 
bless them accordingly. We look forward to other 
nations of Oceania joining this courageous and 
righteous position.

A project of great interest at the end of 2025 was the 
Christians for Israel International inaugural youth 
study tour, ‘Voices for Israel’.  It was a great privilege to 
be a part of leading that group—20 amazing young 
people from some 14 countries (including two from 
New Zealand)—on an extremely intense programme. 

We recognise that in the western world universities 
and other similar institutions have become fortresses 
of extreme left ideology, and the inevitable hatred of 
Israel that seems to accompany that group. This was 
particularly evident when just days after the war in 
Gaza starting, students around the world occupied 
university buildings, damaging and destroying property 
costing many millions. Immediately following that 
came a campaign of identifying and terrorising any 
Jewish students, in some cases completely denying 
them access to the university facilities they had paid to 
attend. This shameful behaviour remains to some 
degree in many places, and we know Jewish students— 
and students who support (i.e. do not hate!) Israel— 
continue to face blatant persecution, including in New 
Zealand. Finding a way to take young people, before 
they are ideologically destroyed in tertiary institutions, 
is challenging given the shear costs involved in 
travelling from the bottom of the world. It is essential, 
however, to show them the reality of Israel, and to give 
them the tools and information to stand against the 
campus antisemitism. We are praying that this 
programme will continue in 2026 and will keep you 
informed.

Whilst travel is a little different right now, Israel 
remains as safe as ever for visitors. Tourism is slowly 
returning, but the sights and sites remain very quiet— 
an ideal time to go! There are no queues for anything, 
very few tour buses to contend with, and the people 
whose livelihoods depend on it are extremely pleased 
to welcome those visitors who do come! We look 
forward to taking New Zealanders and our Pacific 
Island cousins, and will have details shortly.

We hoped that the dust might settle when the shooting 
stopped, but the anti-Israel juggernaut continues. 
Telling the truth has never been so important, or so 
unpopular. So, we must continue!

Thank you for your continued support.

CHRISTIANS FOR ISRAEL NZ
CALENDAR 2026-27
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A unique 18-month calendar designed especially for New Zealanders 

that showcases the Faces and Places of Israel.

Order your 
Christians for Israel 

New Zealand
 2026-27 Calendar 
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www.c4israel.org.nz

Please include the number of 
calendars you wish to purchase 

and pay by internet banking 
(put your NAME and CALENDAR as 

reference) or credit card.

Or complete the coupon on 
the back page and post or 

email it to us.

ORDER YOURS NOW
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Ÿ Shows Israeli holidays
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Ÿ Large date area for notes
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  Andrew Tuckern
Director General | The Hague Initiative 
for International Cooperation (thinc.)       
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On 12 December 2025, Norway and 
other states tabled a resolution for 
adoption by the UN General Assembly 
‘endorsing’ the recent Advisory Opinion 
of the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) on Israel’s obligations on Gaza.  

This resolution is yet another example of 
how a number of UN member states are 
using the UN system (including the ICJ) 
to push their version of the facts and 
political preferences and pretend that 
these have the force of law. It is a highly 
dangerous trend, that undermines the 
rule of law and is seriously affecting the 
integrity of the ICJ.  

The ICJ Opinion was issued in response 
to a request issued by the Assembly after 
Israel terminated its cooperation with 
UNRWA, the UN’s agency for assistance 
to the Palestinian refugees, earlier this 
year. The reason for doing so was Israel’s 
intelligence that UNRWA has been 
infiltrated by Hamas. Israel provided the 
Court with extensive information about 
how UNRWA became irreparably 
compromised through its infiltration by 
terrorist organisations, systemic 
violations of the principle of neutrality, 
and persistent refusal to remedy this 
situation. Israel maintained that under 
international law it was entitled, as a 
sovereign state, to terminate its 
relationship with UN organisations in 
circumstances where cooperation 
undermines its security.   

The Court issued its Opinion on 22 
October 2025. It rejected Israel’s claims. 
The Court opined that Israel’s 
suspension of cooperation with 
UNRWA was unlawful and that Israel 
must permit unimpeded access for 
humanitarian organisations into Gaza.  

However, in a strong dissenting opinion, 
Vice-President Judge Julia Sebutinde 
criticised the ruling as an abuse of the 
ICJ’s advisory function, arguing that it 
overlooked the complex realities of 
urban warfare as well as Israel’s security 
concerns, and noted the limited and 
unreliable evidence before the Court.  

Norway’s draft Resolution was intended, 
in principle, to adopt the Advisory 
Opinion. Like the Advisory Opinion, 
there were significant procedural and 
legal flaws with the Resolution. Moreover, 
the draft Resolution introduced new 
issues that were not included in the 
Advisory Opinion, purported to attach 
legal significance to the Opinion that it 
does not have, and ignored new 
developments on the ground.  

We strongly advised a number of UN 
countries (including Pacific Island 

nations) to vote against this resolutions. 
The reasons included:  

Ÿ The Opinion risks prejudicing two 
active contentious cases—South Africa v. 
Israel and Nicaragua v. Germany— which 
also address humanitarian issues in Gaza.  

Ÿ The Court focused only on Israel’s 
obligations and embarked on a tangential 
excursion, affirming the Palestinian right 
to self-determination through statehood, 
while neglecting to scrutinise the roles 
and responsibilities of other actors, such 
as Hamas and Egypt.

Ÿ The Court relied heavy on UN-
supplied evidence, while disregarding 
alternative sources, creating a circular 
and biased evidentiary process. 

Ÿ The Court rejected evidence 
provided by Israel and other sources that 
UNRWA’s infiltration by Hamas and 
other terrorist organisations is so 
systematic that it compromises the 
agency’s neutrality. It portrayed the 
involvement of UNRWA employees in 
the 7 October attacks as an isolated 
event, although UNRWA’s links to 
terrorism are endemic and longstanding.  

Ÿ The Court also disregarded 
UNRWA’s role in exacerbating the 
conflict since its inception, including by 
radicalising Palestinians through its 
educational programmes. 

But we also noted that the resolution 
went considerably further than the ICJ 
Opinion: 

Ÿ The Resolution refers to the recent 
New York Declaration on Palestinian 
statehood—a non-UN document which 
many States neither supported nor 
adopted, and which was not discussed 
within the UN framework. 

Ÿ The Resolution refers to 
‘judgements’ against the State of Israel, 
despite the fact that no binding 
judgement issued by the ICJ against 

Israel (Advisory Opinions are neither 
binding nor judgements). 

One of the most concerning things 
about the Resolution was that it 
contained a preamble that twists the 
ICJ’s position regarding sovereignty of 
Judea and Samaria (the West Bank), 
Gaza and East Jerusalem: 

“Recalling that Israel is not entitled to 
sovereignty over or to exercise sovereign 
powers in any part of the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory on account of its 
occupation, …” 

This wording suggest that because Israel 
is an occupying power it can have no 
sovereignty rights in the ‘occupied 
territories’. That is not an accurate 
statement of the law, and it is not what 
the ICJ has said. In fact, the ICJ said in its 
2004 and 2024 Advisory Opinions that it 
makes no determination that no such 
claims exist—it only opined that Israel’s 
status as an occupying power does not 
(in and of itself) confer on it any 
sovereign claims. That is a very different 
thing from saying that Israel cannot have 
any sovereignty claims at all. 

The reason this is so concerning is that 
the UN member states who promoted 
this resolution seem to be using General 
Assembly resolutions to give an 
appearance of legal authority to their 
political position that the ‘occupied 
territories’ cannot belong to Israel.  

As it turns out, resolution A/80/116 was 
adopted by only 139 of the total 193 UN 
member states. Twelve (12) states voted 
against, nineteen (19) abstained and 
twenty (20) states did not attend the 
meeting.  

While this may seem a large majority, in 
fact it reflects that fifty-four states (almost 
one third of the total 193 UN member 
states) did NOT support the resolution. 
That is a very significant number.  

This lack of universality shows a 
division in the UN on some of the issues 
contained in the resolution. In any 
event, such resolutions do not create 
customary international law.  

Amongst the ‘no’ votes were: Argentina, 
Paraguay, Bolivia, Hungary, and United 
States. Among the abstainers were 
several European states: Albania, 
Bulgaria, Czechia, Serbia and Slovakia. 

Remarkably, most Pacific Island states 
voted against or abstained: Fiji, 
Micronesia, Nauru, Palau, Papua New 
Guinea, Samoa, Tonga, and Tuvalu. 

This small victory is an example of how 
thinc.’s legal diplomacy efforts can be 
effective in pushing back against the 
delegitimisation of Israel in the UN. Our 
goal now is to work with partners to 
expand the number of states able and 
willing to oppose the misuse of the ICJ 
as a weapon to undermine the Jewish 
State of Israel. 

thinc. Opposes Misuse of the ICJ

Emmanuel Macron speaks at a UN General Assembly meeting in support of a two-state solution 
between Palestine and Israel at the United Nations. September 2025. | Photo: Shutterstock
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If someone comes to you with a 
statement about the history of 
Israel or the Jews’ historic right to 
the land of Israel, could you answer 
it? Given the number of slogans 
and false claims circulating on 
legacy and social media, how do 
you know what is truth? It was 
with this in mind that Kiwi Dr 
Simon Smelt set out to write a 
small, simple guide ‘From the River 
to the Sea’ to help people to be 
anchored to the truth. His 
background lends credibility to the 
research.
The initial version was designed to 
be small; to fit in a handbag or 
placed on a bedside or coffee table 
to be easily picked up and put 
down. But after a visit with Sheree 
and Perry Trotter, they persuaded 
Simon to make a larger version 
with bigger print, but still small 
enough to easily hold in your hand.
However, the title was just a little 
too controversial for Amazon. No 
surprises. 
The new version with a blue-green 
cover is now launched and Simon 
is speaking to groups about his 
findings. One surprising thing is 
the extent of Jewish presence in the 
land from the 1st to 20th century 
despite endless pogroms and exiles. 
If you can’t answer the history 
question—then get a copy from 
www.c4israel.org.nz or complete 
the coupon on the back page.

Can You Answer 
This Question?
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Bondi and the Cost of Looking Away
  Alastair Reith n

On Friday, 12 December, my partner and 
I sat in a Wellington bar waiting for a 
show to start. 

The MC began with crowd work. She 
took a microphone into the audience 
and asked a young woman to share what 
made her feel grateful in 2025.

The young woman said she was grateful a 
family member had just died, because he 
had supported Israel. He was a ‘Zionist’, 
you see. She slurred her words, and the 
word became a slur in her mouth.

Our host cheerfully agreed that people 
who support Israel deserve to die and 
moved on as if nothing had happened. 
I’m not Jewish. My partner is. I made eye 
contact with her as I scanned the room. 
Even after watching the madness unfold 
for two long years, that moment shocked 
me—but I don’t think she was surprised. 
Her eyes have been open far longer than 
mine. She never had a choice.
Nobody at that bar objected to what 
they heard that night. To a roomful of 
no-doubt enlightened progressives in 
the heart of Wellington, it was 
acceptable to smile when ‘Zionists’ die.

Two days later Bondi Beach was soaked in 
Jewish blood. Innocent people murdered 
by two men who also thought it is 
acceptable to smile when ‘Zionists’ die. 

The only difference I see between those 
two men in Sydney and the women in 
Wellington is that in Sydney, those men 
pulled the trigger themselves. 

For two years, our streets have been 
occupied again and again by mobs 
cheering for Palestinian terrorism. But 
after Bondi, we had a brief and beautiful 
glimpse of something different.

People came together around our 
country. In Whangarei, Auckland, 
Mount Maunganui, Raglan, Rotorua, 
Hastings, Wellington, Christchurch, 
Queenstown and Dunedin, thousands 
of people joined vigils to mourn the 
dead. And we showed some strength to 
fight for the living.

The evening news opened with a march 
against antisemitism on Queen Street, 
Auckland with New Zealand and Israeli 
flags proudly flying above the ‘NZ 
Against Hamas’ banner. Māori and 
Pakeha, Jews, Christians and atheists 
stood united against an irrational hatred 

which has gone unchallenged too often 
for too long. 

It wouldn’t have been possible without a 
network of people who stepped up. 

People like Lucy, who stood alone for 
years against the pro-Hamas marches in 
Auckland before more of us joined her 
on social media and in the streets. 

People like Finleigh, the young man in 
Wellington who rocked up to Oriental 
Bay with a carload of friends and a new 

sound system purchased for the event. 

People like Rob, who spoke without fear 
on behalf of his people, the flag of the 
Jewish nation proudly wrapped around 
his shoulders—defying those who seek 
their destruction. 

The vigils were a moment of light in the 
bitter darkness. Sadly, while that 
darkness may have receded, it hasn’t 
gone away. We need to be ready to step 
up again. 
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How NZ Has Voted Against Israel at the UN—and Why It Matters
  Greg Bouwern

Israel Institute of New Zealand

New Zealand’s voting record at the 
United Nations over the past two years 
reveals an increasingly assertive stance 
on Israeli–Palestinian issues—one that 
often places Wellington on the side of 
resolutions critical of Israel, even as it 
simultaneously professes support for a 
balanced, negotiated two-state solution.

In 2024, New Zealand voted in favour 
of UN General Assembly Resolution 
A/ES-10/L.31/Rev.1, which endorsed 
the International Court of Justice’s 
advisory opinion on the ‘illegality’ of 
Israel’s presence in the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem. While New Zealand 
acknowledged flaws in the 
text—particularly a one-year 
withdrawal timeline widely viewed as 
unrealistic —the vote nonetheless 
aligned Wellington with states pushing 
for maximal pressure on Israel. Critics 
argued that the resolution failed to 
mention Hamas, hostages, or the 
security realities shaping Israeli policy.

Earlier that same year, New Zealand 
supported an expanded set of UN 
participatory rights for the Palestinians. 

Although the government clarified that 
this did not amount to recognition of 
Palestinian statehood, its backing 
contributed to a growing momentum 
within the UN system toward symbolic 
elevation of Palestinian political status.

In 2025, New Zealand supported a 
broader UN plan outlining a phased 
pathway to a two-state solution. Again, 
the vote was framed as a commitment 
to international law, diplomacy, and 
regional stability.

Taken together, these votes show a 
clear pattern: New Zealand is willing 
to back UN resolutions that isolate or 
admonish Israel, even when the texts 
omit essential context such as 
terrorism, security threats, or the role 
of Hamas in perpetuating the conflict. 
At the same time, Wellington abstains 
from steps seen as more politically 
consequential—such as unilateral 
recognition of Palestinian statehood.

For Israel’s supporters, this approach 
raises a fundamental question: does 
New Zealand’s desire to appear 
principled at the UN risk reinforcing 
the very one-sided narratives that 
obstruct genuine peace?

Date  

27 Oct 2023

12 Dec 2023

11 May 2024

19 Sep 2024

13 Jun 2025

27 Sep 2025

Resolution/Subject  

UNGA Emergency Special 
Session—call for “immediate, 
durable and sustained 
humanitarian truce” in Gaza.

UNGA resolution demanding  
an“immediate humanitarian 
ceasefire” in Gaza.

UNGA resolution enhancing 
Palestine’s participation rights   
at the UN (non-member state; 
expanded privileges).

Resolution endorsing ICJ 
advisory opinion on the illegality 
of Israel’s presence in “Occupied 
Palestinian Territory.”

UNGA 10th Emergency Special 
Session—ceasefire, humanitarian 
relief, protection of civilians.

NZ decision not to recognise a 
Palestinian state at this time 
(UNGA Ministerial Statement).

NZ Vote/Position

YES—NZ supported the 
resolution calling for a 
humanitarian truce.

YES—NZ voted in favour.

YES—Supported. NZ clarified 
this was not recognition of 
statehood.

YES—NZ voted in favour despite 
criticising unrealistic elements 
(e.g., 12-month withdrawal).

YES—NZ supported the 
resolution.

NO RECOGNITION—Foreign 
Minister Peters stated NZ will 
not recognise Palestinian 
statehood now, citing Hamas 
control, lack of a viable 
governing authority, and risks of 
premature recognition 
undermining peace efforts. 

NZ Votes and Key Decisions at the UN Since 7 October 2023

‘Kiwis 4 Bondi’ Wellington team. | Photo: Joanna Moss

Sadly, while that darkness may have receded, 
it hasn’t gone away. 
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Political  Israel

  Greg Bouwern
Israel Institute of New Zealand

In the wake of the antisemitic terror 
attack at Bondi Beach, Green Party co-
leader Chlöe Swarbrick delivered a 
speech that, at first glance, seemed to 
mark a welcome step forward. She 
named the attack as what it was: 
targeted, racist, antisemitic terror 
against Jews gathered to celebrate 
Hanukkah. As she said,

“Two men with guns opened fire on 
those who had gathered to mark their 
faith, mercilessly killing 15 people. This 
was an act of targeted, racist, antisemitic 
terror towards the Jewish community. 
Murdering innocent people is 
terrorism.”

That clarity matters. Too often, 
antisemitic violence is softened or 
contextualised. Naming it plainly is the 
minimum standard of moral leadership.

But within a single paragraph, that 
specificity is lost. Swarbrick continued:

“As reports of both antisemitism and 
islamophobia have intensified, the world 
has been asked when we will see safety 
for persecuted communities. Our safety, 
like our liberation, is intertwined.”

Suddenly, Jewish particularity—the 
reason these people were targeted—is 
diluted into universalised suffering. The 
massacre of Jews celebrating a distinctly 
Jewish festival is reframed as a moment 
to reflect on human rights and interfaith 
solidarity more broadly.

Hanukkah is not merely a ‘festival of 
light.’ It commemorates Jewish survival, 
resistance, and historical connection to 
the Land of Israel. Many Jews today see 
it as a celebration of self-determination 
—in other words, it carries Zionist 
meaning, even if individuals vary in how 
they relate to modern political Zionism. 
Recognising this dimension is essential 
to understanding why this holiday is 
meaningful to Jews, and why targeting a 
Hanukkah celebration constitutes an 
attack on Jewish identity and 
community.

Swarbrick’s speech also elevates Ahmed 
Al Ahmed, who courageously disarmed 
one of the attackers. His heroism rightly 
deserves recognition. But the 
prominence given to him may reflect 
how media and public narratives often 
foreground the rescuer over the victims, 
rather than being solely the result of

Swarbrick’s choice. Meanwhile, the 
victims are mostly anonymised: “a child, 
parents, friends, partners, human 
beings.” This framing, conscious or not, 
turns Jewish suffering into the backdrop 
for a lesson about broader morality, 
rather than centering the victims 
themselves.

Some may argue that Swarbrick’s 
approach reflects a desire to build a 
coalition against all forms of bigotry, or 
to avoid alienating other marginalised 
communities. Perhaps she feared 
politicising a tragedy. But moral courage 
in the face of targeted antisemitic 

violence requires naming the victims 
and their identity clearly, and resisting 
the impulse to balance or universalise. 
Sympathy without particularity can feel 
hollow, especially to Jewish 
communities increasingly confronted 
with hostility.

What might a stronger statement look 
like? A public figure could say:

“Jews were murdered in Bondi because 
they were practicing their faith and 
celebrating Hanukkah. We condemn this 
antisemitic terror, honour the victims by 
naming them and their community, and 
commit to standing firmly against 
antisemitism in all its forms.”

This maintains universality in principle 
—opposing hate—while keeping the 
Jewish specificity front and centre.

Finally, grounding readers in the facts is 
important. Fifteen people were killed in 

a targeted attack on a Hanukkah 
gathering. Multiple victims were 
children. This was clearly antisemitic, 
not a generalised act of violence, and 
not motivated by fear of Islam. 

Recognising these facts is essential 
before drawing broader lessons about 
morality or human rights.

The Bondi attack, and Swarbrick’s 
response, highlight a recurring problem: 
Jewish identity is often acknowledged 
only to be dissolved. Jewish suffering is 
valid only if repurposed for universal 
lessons. Jewish history and self-
determination are aspects of identity 
that often receive less attention in 
public discourse. True solidarity requires 
resisting the impulse to neutralise 
Jewish particularity. It means naming 
Jewish identity, Jewish faith, and Jewish 
peoplehood fully, even when 
inconvenient.

Hanukkah teaches that light is not 
passive. But light also reveals what we 
might prefer to keep in shadow. For 
public figures, the real test is whether 
their words illuminate or obscure the 
very realities that made such violence 
possible. For Jewish communities, 
respect for their identity is not optional 
—it is the absolute minimum standard 
of justice.

Hanukkah: Acknowledged, Then Neutralised

Sh’vat—Nisan 5786

 | Photo: IINZ

True solidarity requires resisting the impulse 
to neutralise Jewish particularity. It means 
naming Jewish identity, faith, and Jewish 
peoplehood fully, even when inconvenient.

February—March 2026 | Israel & Christians Today
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  Ps Nigel Woodleyn
For the Protection of Zion I Speak Up 
| New Zealand 

A team of thirty people from the 
Flaxmere Christian Fellowship 
Church in Hastings, including a 
pastor from the Revive Church, left 
the Church grounds in Flaxmere at 
7am in three vans bound for 
Wellington. After an easy trip of 
around four and a half hours, we 
arrived at the main entrance on 
Molesworth Street, where we 
disembarked with our rally gear. The 
van drivers drove off to park in pre-
paid spots. 

Our purpose was to upset and interfere 
with the proposed rally by the 
Palestinian Solidarity Network 
Aotearoa (PSNA) which was scheduled 
to arrive at Parliament at 12:45pm after 
a march from Midland Park. Having 
arrived by noon we would be there to 
greet them. In the meantime, our 
group began to grow to as many as 100 
before Act MP Simon Court came to 
welcome us and thanked us for our 
stand against antisemitism. He showed 
he is a true friend of the Jewish people 
and their nation state and endorsed 
what we were doing that day. This is 
the third time that Simon has 
acquiesced to our invitations to 
support our rallies, having done so in 
the previous two December’s. 

While waiting for our detractors to 
arrive David Swartz of the Wellington 
Jewish Community spoke, as did 
Helma Vermuelen from Wanganui, 
and barrister Ian Dunwoodie from 
Wellington. Ian was helpful in 
promoting our counter-rally and 
gathering others to join us at 
Parliament. Two other church pastors 
from the Wellington area also joined 
us which shows growing support 
from church ministers to appear at 
these sorts of rallies. 

When a couple of hundred 
Palestinian sympathisers arrived, we 
began the real work. Between singing 
Ha Tikvah, chanting “From the River to 

the Sea, Israel will always be!”, and 
continuously sounding the 
megaphone sirens—we interrupted, 
disrupted, and upset the peddlers of 
lies, propaganda and falsehoods. 
Chloe Swarbrick spoke as did 
Mārama Davidson and a few others. 
The Pally’s knew we were there, as 
did the public going past, as did the 
employees at Parliament including 
the members of Parliament. MP for 
Port Waikato Andrew Bayly 
facebooked, “This is real democracy 
in action. Pro-Palestinian supporters’ 
side by side with Pro-Israeli 
supporters on the front lawn of 
Parliament. Not sure either group 
could hear the other above the din!”

When the Pally’s marched off to the 
American embassy at 2pm we were 
happy to see the back of them, led by 
John Minto. John only got a few 
sentences in as their last speaker. We 
take responsibility for that. We were 
glad to be there to contest what the 
other side was saying. No need to 
repeat their garbage here, we’ve all 
heard it before. In particular, this time 
they were calling for sanctions against 
Israel. We were calling for no 
sanctions and more trade with Israel. I 
guess it must be disheartening for 
Chloe Swarbrick to see the biscuit tin 
being slowly emptied while her 
proposed bill remains in it turning a 
wee-bit stale by now.

If we weren’t at Parliament on 
Wednesday, the Pro-Palestinian 
supporters would have had centre 
stage occupying the entire front lawn. 
Because we were there, they were 
shunted off centre while we occupied 
the prime spot. Because we were 
there, MP Andrew Bayly was able to 
post his photo on Facebook telling 
what it looks like to make full use of 
democratic values in this nation. If we 
weren’t there, people may have been 
mistakenly inclined to think that 
Israel has no support in this nation. 
Because we were there they know 
otherwise. We are looking forward to 
our next campaign at Parliament. 

Countering the Bull

  Yifat Goddardn
The Hanukkah candle-lighting held 
this week in New Zealand’s 
Parliament was more than a 
ceremonial event. It was a moment 
shaped by vulnerability, solidarity, 
and the complex emotions many in 
the Jewish community are carrying 
right now. As someone who attended 
the gathering and took part in it 
personally, the experience felt both 
meaningful and restrained, hopeful 
yet heavy.

Lighting Hanukkah candles in the 
heart of the country’s democratic 
institution carried a strong sense of 
recognition. It reflected an 
understanding that Jewish life is an 
integral part of New Zealand’s social 
fabric. The presence of the Prime 
Minister alongside ministers and 
community representatives was a 
visible acknowledgment of that reality, 
offering reassurance through 
participation rather than proclamation.

The timing of the event was 
impossible to separate from the 
horrific massacre in Australia, which 
has shaken communities across the 
region. That act of violence cast a 
long shadow over the celebration. Joy 
and tradition were accompanied by 
grief and unease, a reminder that for 
many, public expressions of Jewish 
identity now come with heightened 
awareness of risk.

During the event, I had the 
opportunity to speak with the Prime 
Minister. It reflected attentiveness 
and a willingness to engage directly 
with the concerns of the community 
at a moment when reassurance 
matters deeply. Such encounters, 
though quiet, often carry more 
weight than formal speeches.

The participation of senior 
government figures conveyed an 
implicit commitment to 
responsibility—not only to mark 
cultural and religious traditions, but 
to ensure the safety of those who 
observe them. In a climate of growing 
antisemitism and fear, presence itself 
becomes a statement.

As the Hanukkah candles were lit in 
Parliament, their light stood in 
contrast to the darkness created by 
violence beyond New Zealand’s 
borders. The moment served as a 
reminder that leadership, empathy, 
and vigilance must go hand in hand, 
and that even in fragile times, there is 
value in choosing to stand together.

Hanukkah in Parliament: 
A Moment of Light

  Lise Afelen

When Julian and Monica Hawken 
offered me the opportunity to host Ps 
Enoch Lavender, I really prayed about 
it. This was a big deal as it was the 
first time a palangi (Samoan word for 
a white person) had addressed 
Samoan Assemblies of God youth and 
young adults in the wider Wellington 
region. How would he be received? 
The ground had to be broken up as in 
Hosea 10:12. Much prayer went in and 
God moved.

The theme of the event was the role 
of Jubilee in the End Times Restoration 
of Israel, coming back to the land in 
unbelief and then growing in faith 
and revelation.  Groups came from 
nine different fellowships, and as the 
word got out, some parents wanted 
to join in. It ended up being a very 
full house with nearly 150 attending. 
There were three aspects to the 
presentation. First Enoch spoke 

about his own testimony of coming 
to faith from a rebellious 
background. His story really 
resonated with the youth. Then 
Enoch spoke about the Jubilee in 
Israel and finally about repentance 
and God’s heart in using jubilee in 
the restoration of relationships. 
Many found this part of the session 
very powerful indeed as youth 
became convicted to restore their 
relationships with their parents.

Enoch was born in Norway and came 
to Australia as a child, so he blends a 
European perspective with an 
Antipodean approach. His wife Sarah 
is Australian and they have a young 
family and are engaged in a traveling 
ministry, now with New Zealand 
connections. The jubilee message 
inspired the young adults. Some 
even saying it was the highlight 
teaching of the year. For many it was 
their first foray into Israel-related 
messages. Long may it continue.

Jubilee Strikes a Note

February—March 2026 | Israel & Christians Today
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  Sheree Trottern
A book launch for ‘Zionism at the Ends 
of the Earth’ was held at the Jewish 
Community Centre in Auckland in 
November 2025. Speakers included HE 
Ambassador Alon Roth-Snir, Dame 
Lesley Max, Professor Linda Bryder and 
Dr Sheree Trotter. Dr David Cumin was 
MC. A video of the event can be viewed 
on the Jewish Lives NZ website. 

https://www.jewishlives.nz/jewish-lives-
press

Zionism is a word that evokes strong 
reactions. Indeed, I encountered 
many terse questions and strange 
looks during my academic journey 
when asked about my thesis topic. 
Sadly, due to a concerted campaign 
by a Soviet Arab alliance in the late 
1960s, joined by other hostile actors, 
the word Zionism has become 
besmirched and associated with all 
kinds of evil. 

This is why this book, which covers 
the growth and development of the 
Zionist movement up until 1948, is 
timely and, dare I say, important. This 
history reveals what Zionism was, in 
the context of the period, before the 
word was weaponised by malevolent 
forces against the Jewish people. 
Zionism was a movement that 
supported the return of the Jewish 
people to their ancient homeland. 
While the movement arose alongside 
other nationalist movements and was 
made possible by political changes in 
the Ottoman empire which opened 
the land to exploration and 
immigration, the antisemitism of the 
nineteenth century was a key driver 
which grew more intense in the 
twentieth century, particularly under 
Nazi Germany.  

Unlike European Jewry, New Zealand 
Jews were not driven toward Zionism 
by acute and pervasive antisemitism.

Well acculturated into society, they 
lived in what many regarded as—“a 
haven of rest and of refuge from the 
conflicts and cleavages of the old 
World”—yet still felt compelled to 
support the restoration of Jewish 
national life in its ancient homeland.
A study of the writings of the rabbis, 
particularly Rabbi Goldstein and 
Rabbi Astor, who between them 
presided over the Auckland 
community for 80 years, revealed that 
their motivation for encouraging 
their community to support Zionism 
was two-fold. It was a humanitarian 
venture to meet the needs of their 
suffering co-religionists and it was 
important for strengthening Jewish 
identity, at a time when assimilation 
was one of the greatest threats to the 
local community. 
The notion that Jewish identity was 
rooted in their ancient homeland, a 
land which was being restored to 
them after centuries of dispersal in 

other places, was powerfully 
evocative. That they could rebuild the 
ancient ruins and see the desert 
bloom again, after centuries of 
neglect, captured the imagination of 
Jews and non-Jews alike. Indeed, a 
fascinating aspect of this period is the 
way in which non-Jewish New 
Zealanders were deeply engaged in 
the discourse around the events 
happening in the ‘Holy Land’, as it 
was commonly named. 
Although this was a period before the 
popularisation of the terminology 
around Indigeneity, the traits of 
Indigeneity were certainly evident. 
Jewish connection to their ancient 
homeland was maintained and held 
for centuries in their cultural and 
religious practices. The ties to the 
land and ancestors, the prayers and 
hopes towards a return to Zion (a 
synonym for Jerusalem) never 
wavered. In her comments on this 
book, Dr Einat Wilf correctly points 
out that, “Drawing the correct 
parallels between Zionism and 
Indigenous movements is worthy and 
important and makes an important 
contribution to battling the libel of 
inverting the nature of Zionism”.  
Indeed, the restoration of the nation 
of Israel, can be seen as the greatest 
decolonisation project the world has 
ever seen and an inspiration to 
Indigenous peoples worldwide. 

Book Launch
‘Zionism at the Ends of the Earth’  Todd & Julia Vincentn

ICEJ Northland

Last November some 100 people in 
Whangarei warmly welcomed the HE 
Israeli Ambassador, Alon Roth-Snir. 

Whangarei’s Rhema Family Church 
have been wonderful friends to both 
Israel and the Jewish community in 
Northland. It’s pastors Barry and 
Naeomi Dunn, graciously offered 
their church as a venue. Todd and 
Julia Vincent MC’d the event. 

The ambassador was welcomed in 
Hebrew, Te reo and English by 
Richard Easton, Barry Dunn and Julia 
Vincent respectively.  

The ambassador expressed his 
appreciation to those who have stood 
with Israel and the Northland Jewish 
community these last few years in 
view of the extreme challenges faced 
by the Jewish community since 7 
Oct., including threats and 
aggression. Ambassador Roth-Snir 
did not sugarcoat his concerns. He 
spoke about the resurgence of 
antisemitism which has intensified 
since 7 October 2023 and likely many 
difficult days ahead. It was reassuring 
to the ambassador that some 
Christians were standing with the 
Jewish community.

Penelope Foote sang a beautiful song 
Woman at the Western Wall. At the 

end of the evening a cake in the shape 
of an Israeli flag was presented to the 
ambassador by former NZ Bridges for 
Peace director Brian Ashford (pictured 
above).

Susi Tavernor and Yifat Goodard 
were the last speakers. 

Susi spoke of how sher and Dione 
Daniela had organised vigils every 
second week at Whangarei’s town 
basin to support Israel. Yifat Goodard 
spoke of her recent trip to Israel. 

During Yifat’s talk a collection was 
taken for kibbutz Kfar Azar. Kibbutz 
Kfar Azar suffered terribly on 7 Oct.

We raised over NZ $1800.

Julia Vincent closed the evening with 
the Aaronic blessing in Hebrew and 
English.

Ambassador’s Visit to Northland

  Enoch Lavendern
Director | Olive Tree Ministries 

As we were preparing for our first 
ministry trip to New Zealand, we got 
discouraging news from three 
separate local pro-Israel ministries. 
They each told us they could hardly 
get into churches anymore. It was 
evident that the ongoing media war 
against Israel is now bearing fruit 
even in church pews across New 
Zealand.  

These conversations didn’t bode well 
for us. We were travelling from 
Australia as a family of five, totally 
dependent on God for our ten weeks 
of ministry in New Zealand.

Would God come through and open 
the doors for us? With the help of 
some amazing local organisers, doors 
opened up for us to speak at 24 
meetings from Dargaville in the 
north to Invercargill in the south.  
While there certainly are some closed 
doors, we can gladly report that there 
are many who still want to hear about 
God’s heart for Israel.   

Do we need a change of strategy? 

In the wake of 7 October, it is more 
important than ever to influence the 
wider church about Israel. But how 
do we overcome the closed doors 
many of us have encountered?  

One strategy for ministries can be to 
focus on offering sermons that 
explore the Jewish context of our 
faith while offering clear personal 
applications. Our experience shows 
that many churches are open to this 
kind of content, and in such a 
presentation people become open to 
consider our other teachings that 
explore God’s purposes for Israel. 

For believers, rather than ‘Bible 
bashing’ our brothers and sisters in 
the faith about Israel, one strategy 
could be to share testimonies from 
our lives. As they see the genuineness 
in our personal faith, they may find it 
easier to receive from us concerning 
Israel. 

Let’s all keep praying and believing 
for God to grant the wider church of 
New Zealand a heart for His people. 

Pro-Israel Ministries Shut Out?

Sh’vat—Nisan 5786

Unlike European Jewry, New Zealand 
Jews were not driven toward Zionism by 
acute and pervasive antisemitism. 
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  Maya Simonn
DCM & CONSUL | Embassy of Israel in 
New Zealand

On International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, the Embassy 
participated in two ceremonies 
organised by the Holocaust 
Centre—one in Auckland on 25 January 
and one in Wellington on 27 January.
On the official Holocaust Remembrance 
Day, we woke up to the news that, for 
the first time since 2014, there are no 
hostages in Gaza. The body of the last 
hostage still held by Hamas in the Strip, 
Ran Gvili, was returned to Israel in a 
special IDF operation. His body was 
located, among other means, based on 
intelligence obtained by the IDF from 
Hamas terrorists. What we already knew 
was confirmed—Hamas terrorists knew 
where Ran was and made no real effort 
to find and return him.
Israel, for its part, did not wait for outside 
help that was never going to come. We 
acted on our own to bring back what is 
most precious to us—our people.
That morning, as I was reading the 
news, I was thinking about my 
grandmother. At the age of 16, she was 
attacked on the streets of 

Czechoslovakia by a group of Nazi 
youths. Armed only with an umbrella, 
she managed, almost miraculously, to 
chase them away, fully aware that she 
was completely on her own and of the 
price of losing her life.
When she returned home after the 
attack, she told her parents: “I’m not 
staying here. I’m going to the Land of
Israel.” And so she did. She had no idea 
what would unfold a year after she left. 
From her large extended family, only 
one sister survived—after going through 
Auschwitz and the death march.

My grandmother refused to accept a 
reality in which she was helpless, 
persecuted in a country that was 
supposed to be her home. A country 
where she could be attacked in broad 
daylight and no one would come to her 
aid. Along with hundreds of thousands 
of Jews who immigrated to Israel from 
across Europe, she chose—out of 
immense pain, loss, and trauma—to 
build a different reality for herself and 
for her children.

The massive efforts Israel took to bring 
Ran Gvili home remind us, once again, 
amid the pain, loss, and trauma that 
have accompanied us since 7 October, 

that we are no longer in the situation we 
faced in 1939. We are no longer 
dependent on the goodwill of others. 
Has antisemitism disappeared? No. Are 
there still those who seek to destroy us? 
Yes. But one essential thing has changed: 
we have a state. We know that there are 
people who will fight relentlessly to 
protect our lives and our security.

We Are No Longer Alone
A quote I once heard from a Holocaust 
survivor has stayed with me: “Building a 
family is my personal victory, and the 
establishment of the State of Israel is the 
national victory over the Nazis.” The 
existence of Israel is essential to ensure 
that history never repeats itself.

We Are No Longer Alone

 His Excellency Ambassador Alon Roth-Snir at the ceremony in Wellington. 
| Photos: Embassy of Israel in New Zealand 

Embassy Jubilee History
  Joanna Mossn

When the Israeli Embassy opened in Wellington in February 1976, the landscape 
was very different from today. First, there were virtually no Israelis living in New 
Zealand, meaning there was no Israeli diaspora community as there is today. 
Secondly, the Jewish community was very Zionist and active and there were 
branches of the Zionist organisation in all the main centres and in provincial 
towns. These organisations were led by very able, prominent people with a can-
do ethos. They operated, as they still do, on a voluntary basis. It was also in 1976 
that the friendship organisation, NZ Friends of Israel (NZFOI) began, primarily 
as a Jewish organisation, but with a Christian element and with branches all 
over NZ. Blanche Weinstein was a prominent Zionist activist and president of 
the Zionist Federation of NZ. There was strong support for and interest in Israel 
from the Christian community. Israel was a source of wonder and fascination, 
but not without controversy.
David Ben Gurion visited NZ in the pre-state era seeking support prior to the 
UN partition plan (Res 181) 1947 vote. Emissaries were regularly sent to NZ to 
keep the Jewish community updated with the situation on the ground, and as a 
means to raise funds. 
NZ Jews were actively involved in fundraising for Israel. There was an annual 
appeal under the UIA banner (United Israel Appeal) and via the Zionist 
Federation. After 2,000 years of exile, diaspora Jews took it upon themselves to 
support and fund the fledgling state. There was a strong desire and obligation to 
support Jews who had suffered enormous hardships even getting there, let alone 
surviving in an hostile environment.
Prior to the Embassy opening, there was an Israel Information Office that 
operated out of the offices of Julius Stafford, a prominent community member, 
in Willis Street, Wellington, under the auspices of the Zionist Council for two-
three years. He was later honoured by Israel for his services to the state. Then it 
moved into the new Wellington Jewish community centre in Webb Street when 
the centre opened in 1976. The Information Office was the primary means of 
disseminating information on Israel at a time when it was difficult to obtain. 
But it could not speak on behalf of the state. In the previous years, huge political 

events occurred in Israel, such as the Land Day protests and the Entebbe rescue 
mission which put Israel’s prowess squarely on the map. These events were 
preceded by the miraculous Six-day war and the Yom Kippur war.

An Embassy had opened in Canberra in 1949 with a consulate in Sydney, a long 
way away even today with costly travel and accommodation costs. Giora Ra’anan 
undertook much of the establishment work prior to the Embassy’s opening, ably 
assisted by key members of the Jewish community. He operated out of the 
Information Office. Why did the Jewish community seek to request an Embassy in 
Wellington at that time? The main reasons were two-fold: practical and physical 
with the community need for hasbara (pro-active diplomacy in favour of Israel). 
Even then Israel was under international pressure. The presence of an 
Ambassador would provide the official position of the State of Israel at 
governmental level. Understandably, it was difficult to interact with Canberra over 
official Israeli documentation requirements such as visas, passports and driving 
licenses, as well as obtaining the necessary documents and approvals for NZ Jews 
seeking to make Aliyah. Secondly, it was about obtaining reliable and up-to-date 
information. The embassy push came from four key individuals—Julius Stafford, 
Jo Lewis (Wgtn) and Ernest Markham and Gene Hirst (Akld).

Next came the question of where the Embassy would be located. Negotiations 
for premises were made with property developer Arthur Williams. The Embassy 
was eventually sited in the Williams Tower at the top of Plimmer steps. The 
Ambassadorial residence was located on the Terrace within walking distance of 
both synagogues and the Embassy. The Embassy’s opening was a huge matter of 
pride for the NZ Jewish community and covered in the national media. The first 
Ambassador was Chaim Raphael, who had earlier been the Consul-General in 
Sydney and was thus, known to the community. He was warmly received but 
sadly, he died unexpectedly the following year in Wellington.

I am indebted to the information given to me by Wellingtonians Ernie 
Rosenthal, David Zwartz and Peter Wise, now of Sydney. Ernie gave a speech at 
the 1976 Embassy opening on behalf of the Wellington branch of the Zionist 
Federation of NZ. David Zwartz was Israel’s honorary consul to NZ from 2003 
to 2008, during the period (2002-2010) when the Embassy was closed.
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  Kelvin Crombien
Australian Historian | Documentor & Founder of 
Heritage Resources

‘Jewish Christians’ in Germany During 
the Holocaust
On 27 January 1945 Soviet troops liberated Auschwitz-
Birkenau concentration and death camp—before the 
Nazi troops had time to erase evidence of their 
atrocities, as they had done at the other death camps.  
Auschwitz-Birkenau thereafter became the physical 
symbol of the Nazi-led Holocaust. 

In 2005 the United Nations designated 27 January as 
International Holocaust Remembrance Day.  
Commemorative events were thereafter held worldwide, 
at government and secular levels, as well as in Jewish 
communities and a number of Christian settings. 

For the last five years an event has been held in Perth 
on the first Sunday after 27 January dedicated to 
informing the non-Jewish community about the 
Holocaust, including the plight of the Jewish people 
who were associated with the Church during the years 
1933-1945. For 2026 our focus is upon the plight of the 
‘Jewish Christians’ in Germany, as well as the theme 
being adopted by the Jewish people nationally of 
‘Bridging Generations.’ 

With some exceptions, ‘Jewish Christians’, or however 
they were designated at the time, suffered virtually the 
same fate as all Jewish people. Personal faith did not 
matter within the Nazi worldview—if your bloodline 
was Jewish then you were Jewish. At the Wannsee 
Conference on 20 January 1942 it was decreed that ALL 
eleven million Jewish people in Europe and 
surrounding regions were condemned to death, 
including ‘Jewish Christians’ (officially registered as 
‘non-Aryan Christians’).

Research Concerning the ‘Jewish 
Christians’ in Europe
Since March 2018 I have been involved together with 
Rev David Pileggi from Christ Church Jerusalem, on a 
research study dedicated to determining what 
happened to the Jewish people who were associated 
with the Church during the period 1933-1945. 

This study has thus far resulted in research trips to 
archives in Europe, Britain, Canada, Australia and the 
United States, as well as to physical locations in 
Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium, France, Austria, 
the Czech Republic, Poland, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Hungary, Serbia and Romania. A scheduled trip to 
Belarus and Ukraine was postponed due to Covid and 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

One key objective of this research has been to ascertain 
numbers and names of ‘Jewish Christians’ who were 
murdered by the Nazis and their sympathisers—not a 
simple task. From the research conducted thus far it 
would appear that numerically most ‘Jewish Christians’ 
lived (and died) in countries such as Poland and Hungary.   

While pursuing the research in Poland I was fortunate 
to access an entire file from a Hebrew Christian couple 
named Bazyli and Anna Jocz. Bazyli was murdered by 
the Nazis while Anna survived. This access came about 
because CMJ, the parent organisation of Christ 
Church, had been actively introducing Jesus to Jewish 
people in Poland until 1 September 1939. Locating such 
material, though, was quite rare.

From this material I was able to provide a narrative 
outlining the plight of the ‘Jewish Christians’ in Poland 
by following the lives of the Jocz family. Despite the lack 
of data (except for the Warsaw Ghetto where it was 
recorded there were some 5,200 Hebrew Christians—the 

imajority of whom died), it became clear that in Eastern 
Europe there was little chance of a Jewish Christian 
surviving. In the East the Nazis were ruthless in 
implementing their policy of total genocide. 

Researching and writing about the plight of ‘Jewish 
Christians’ in the Netherlands involved locating a ‘List’ 
with the names of some 1,881 Jewish people who stated 
they were associated with the Church. After locating 
this ‘List’ in the ‘Institute for War, Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies’ (NIOD) in Amsterdam, I then spent 
considerable time determining how many of these 

ii  Jewish people were murdered and how many survived.

In Belgium the task was even more complicated as no 
German bureaucrat had gone through the Jewish 
registration forms, as there had been in the Netherlands. 
At the Belgium Holocaust museum and archive, the 
‘Kazzerne Dossin Memorial, Museum and 
Documentation Centre’, at Mechelen, I surveyed some 
45,000 Jewish registration forms, noting all those who 
stated they were associated with the Church. Once again 
there was a lengthy process of determining how many of 

iiithose registered were murdered and how many survived.    

Research concerning the number of 
‘Jewish Christians’ in Germany
Following the Dutch and Belgium experience I 
presumed there would be a similar data base available 
in Germany. But after several years, I kept coming to a 
dead-end. Then in early 2025 while researching about 
the census records of the Nazi era, I accessed the 
research of Dr Nicolai Zimmerman from the 
Bundesarchiv (German Federal Archives) in Berlin.  This 
was followed by a phone interview with Dr 
Zimmerman and then a personal interview with him 

von 30 June 2025 in Berlin.    

Dr Zimmerman assured me there was no actual central 
database with the information I was seeking. He 
informed me that the information from the census 
forms had been collated and the statistics recorded, 
and then the census forms were all destroyed. There 
was, he stated, a secondary or supplementary form, for 
households, which had stated there was at least one 
Jewish person in the premise. Most of these 
supplementary forms, he stated, had been retained— 
but they did not include information relating to the 
personal faith of the Jewish people in that household.

It was now clear that searching for such registration 
forms at a national level would be a fruitless endeavour. 
Many individual names could be ascertained (which I 

have done to a small degree)—by accessing local 
records throughout Germany—a time-consuming 
undertaking which is beyond my capacity. 

Regarding the subject of my research Dr Zimmerman 
clearly reminded me that personal faith was of no 
significance within the Nazi system. All that concerned 
them was their bloodline. If a Jewish person had Jewish 
parents and Jewish grandparents, then they were 
classified as fully, half or quarter Jewish regardless of 
whether they were Orthodox, Reform, Conservative— 
or communist, agnostic, atheistic—or Protestant or 
Roman Catholic. According to the Nazi worldview they 
were all either fully or part Jewish!

Evidence from the 1939 Census
In July 2025 my wife Lexie and I viewed the 1933 and 1939 
census reports at the Bundesarchiv at Berlin— 
Lichterfelde. From the census conducted on 17 May 1939 
it was recorded that there were 330,539 Jewish people 
who were regarded as fully Jewish (three-four Jewish 
grandparents) in the Deutsche Reich, comprising 
Germany (Alt Deutsche), Austria and Sudetenland. The 
total number of Jewish people registered just in Alt 

vi Deutsche (old Germany or Germany proper) was 233,646.

In the previous census in June 1933 there were 
approximately 500,000 fully Jewish people—just in 

viiGermany proper.  We can see therefore that during the 
six-year period of Nazi control some 266,000 Jewish 
people had left Germany proper. While many of these 
went to safe countries, such as British Mandate 
Palestine and elsewhere outside of Europe, many went 
to neighbouring countries. 

Before September 1939 these neighbouring countries 
were relatively safe havens—but after 1 September 1939 
that changed. Ultimately no Jewish person in Europe— 
and even surrounding regions—was safe. This was 
especially so after the Wannsee Conference on 20 
January 1942 which declared the Nazi intention to 
murder ALL eleven million Jewish people in Europe 
and the surrounding regions.

Within the overall statistics, there were those ‘full Jews’ 
who were not Glaubensjuden—not upholding the tenets 
of the Jewish religion. In Germany proper, there were 
some 13,806 such people, who were officially classified 
by the Nazi system as ‘non-Aryan Christians’. 

Continued on page 9

Condemned—Just Because They Were Jewish

Stolpersteine for Anna Josephy outside her house in Jena, Germany 
Stolpersteine (German for ‘stumbling stones’) are small, brass-plated 
concrete cubes placed in sidewalks across Europe to commemorate 

victims of Nazi persecution, marking their last freely chosen home or 
workplace. | Photos: Kelvin Crombie

The Messias-Kapelle (Messiah Chapel) in Berlin was a significant site 
during the Nazi era where approximately 700 Jews were baptised.
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The majority of these were from the Evangelical or 
State Church and the Free Church, followed by Roman 
Catholics, and a smaller number from other minor 
denominations and groups. I’ve located evidence of at 
least six Jewish victims of the Holocaust who were 
associated with the Baptist Church and there could 

viii also be some from other denominations.

From these figures we can deduce that about 5.91% of 
the Jewish population of Germany proper in May 1939 
were associated with the Church. This involvement 
may have been at different levels. My research thus far 
has revealed at least seven different types of ‘non-Aryan 
Christians’. Some of these ‘Jewish Christians’ could 
have had a genuine faith in Jesus as Messiah while 
others might not have had a genuine faith. 

When it comes to raw statistics, approximately 165,200 
Jewish people in Germany proper were murdered in 
the Holocaust, being about 70.7% of the total number. 

By utilising this same ratio, it could be deduced that 
potentially up to 9,760 ‘non-Aryan Christians’ from 
Germany were murdered in the Holocaust.

Each number in this statistic was a person, someone 

who was formed in the image of God and who had a 
right to live a full and meaningful life. One of these was 
Anna Josephy, who was related by marriage to my wife 
Lexie’s family. Her son, Berthold Josephy, was a 
professor of economics at Jena University until April 
1933, whereupon he lost his position with the passing 
of the so-called ‘Aryan Paragraph’ which prohibited 
Jewish people from holding positions in the civil 
service. He and his wife Annemarie (nee Hahn) then 
migrated to Sweden, but his mother Anna and sisters, 
did not leave Germany.

In 1943 Anna and her two daughters, Hedwig and 
Elisabeth, received deportation notices from the Nazi 
regime. The two sisters then committed suicide, while 
Anna was deported to Theresienstadt (Terezin) 

concentration camp. There is evidence that while there 
Anna participated in the Protestant congregation led 
by Arthur Goldschmidt. Unfortunately, Anna became a 
victim of Nazi brutality and died on 18 November 1943.  

Conclusion
This brief look at the situation of the ‘Jewish 
Christians’, particularly in Germany, is another stark 
reminder to us of those words of Jeremiah 17:9 that the 

heart is evil above all things. It is also a reminder to us 
that there is an intense spiritual conflict which is 
focused upon those two entities with whom Almighty 
God has a covenant commitment, namely the nation of 
Israel and those, both Jewish and non-Jewish, who are 
in covenant-union with God through Jesus. Above all 
else it is a challenge to us during these present 
unsettled times to ensure that we are in a right 
standing with Almighty God.  
© Kelvin Crombie, 2026, Heritage Resources. 
kelvin@heritageresources.com.au 
iThe majority of these were Roman Catholic.
iiDocumented in Bazily and Anna Jocz – Jewish Christian victims of the 
Holocaust.
iiiDocumented in Jewish Christians in the Netherlands during the 
Holocaust, which was published in 2022.
ivTo be presented in a future volume, Jewish Christians in Belgium and 
France - and the Madagascar Plan.
vThe most helpful data came from an article The list of Jewish Residents 
in the German Reich 1933-1945, written when he worked for NIOD in 
Amsterdam.
viCensus 1933, Section 4, pages 6-9.  Bundesarchiv Berlin, Berlin-
Lichterfelde.  Other sources cite slightly different numbers.
viiNicolai Zimmerman, The list of Jewish Residents in the German Reich 
1933-1945, p. 3.
viiiFull title - Sonstige Angehorige einer Kirche, Religions-gesellschaft oder 
religios-weltanschaulichen Gemeinschaft.

  Heather Mooren
Holocaust education is to become core 
curriculum in New Zealand schools 
from next year.  The announcement was 
made by MP Chris Bishop, keynote 
speaker at Wellington’s International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day 
Ceremony at Parliament on Tuesday 27 
January. It was met with spontaneous 
applause by about 200 members and 
supporters of Wellington’s Jewish 
community attending the event.

Mr Bishop said he was absolutely 
delighted this government was 
expanding Holocaust education in 
schools. It is planned to be mandatory for 
Year 0-10 students as part of the social 
science curriculum from 2027 onwards.

He said there was a ‘global industry’ in 
Holocaust denial, and there had never 
been a more important time to 
remember, educate and bear witness to 
the Holocaust. He had been shocked to 
hear the number of schools in the UK 
including Holocaust history in their 
curriculum had halved since the 7 
October 2023 attack on Israel.

The gathering was also shown a short 
film of  New Zealand Holocaust 
survivors being interviewed by school 
students. The film, produced by the 
Holocaust Centre of New Zealand, will 
form part of the teaching material for 
the new curriculum. Entitled, ‘From 
Hate to Holocaust: New Zealand Survivors 
Speak,’, the film was made to capture the 
memories of New Zealand’s remaining 
survivors so their stories were not lost.

“The work of the Holocaust Centre of 
New Zealand has never been more 

important,”  Mr Bishop said. While his 
generation had met and loved those 
who had lived through the Holocaust, 
there was a danger that for subsequent 
generations, without knowing the 
survivors, the Holocaust would seem as 
long ago as the Roman Empire.

“It is our collective responsibility to pass 
the memories of the survivors onto the 
next generation. It must not become their 
story, but our story, and the Holocaust 
must become not just a Jewish story but 
the story of all humanity,” he said.

Holocaust Centre board chair Deborah 
Hart said Mr Bishop provided a cloak of 
protection the Jewish community 
sheltered under. His address also called 
for moral clarity from New Zealand 
leaders.

“Too many people in positions of 
responsibility have been too willing to 
indulge in the politics of hate. Drop the 
‘From the river to the sea’ chants. Political 
leaders in New Zealand involving 
themselves with these should know 
better. Can we make the ‘lived 
experience’ of Jews matter too please?”

While the focus of the evening was on 
remembering the six million Jews, 
including one and a half million children, 
murdered by the Nazi regime during 
World War Two, and the liberation of the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp 
on 27 January 1945, the memory of 7 
October is still in the forefront of people’s 
minds, along with the recent and ‘close-
to-home’ shootings in Bondi in December 
last year during the Hanukkah celebration.

Mr Bishop said in preparing for this 
year’s speech he looked at one he had 

given in 2018. Back then he had said 
“Sadly antisemitism is again on the 
march worldwide, and New Zealand is 
not immune”.

“Fast forward to today and I do not 
think it is going too far to say that 
antisemitism is the worst it’s ever been 
since World War Two.”

Mr Bishop said perpetrators of war 
crimes often went to great lengths to 
hide their actions. The Nazis went to 
extraordinary lengths to cover up and 
minimise the Holocaust, as did 
Molosevic and Pol Pot.

“It says something about the sheer 
depravity of Hamas that they did the 
opposite. One commander said 
‘Document the scenes of horror now 
and broadcast them to the whole world’.’’

Mr Bishop went on to say he found the 
response to 7 October unfathomable.

“Rather than unequivocal 
condemnation of clear human rights 

violations, war crimes and mass 
brutality, the response from many 
people has been the opposite. Rather 
than spark a global wave of 
condemnation 7 October perversely 
sparked an outpouring of antisemitic 
hatred, including here in New Zealand.”

He said even the simple act of lighting 
up the Auckland War Memorial 
Museum with blue and white drew 
criticism. And he cited the graffiti that 
appeared last year in an inner-city 
Wellington suburb which said “I hated 
Jews before it was cool.”

He said there had been a sharp ‘uptick’ 
in antisemitic abuse levelled against 
Kiwi Jewish young people.

“It is disgraceful and it is wrong. My 
great fear is that antisemitism is so 
ingrained in the New Zealand psyche 
that too many Kiwis are prepared to 
tolerate it rather than to aggressively 
confront and challenge it.”

International Holocaust Remembrance Day

 | Photo: Shutterstock
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Experience  Israel

  Regina Mosesn
Yifat Goddard’s visit to Tapu Te Ranga Marae in 
Wellington in 2017 marked the beginning of a close 
connection with the Māori people. Her genuine 
respect and love for them inspired them to support her 
efforts, leading to a continuing supportive relationship 
over the past eight years. 

During a visit to Wellington in May 2025, Yifat 
proposed an initiative to explore the situation in Israel 
firsthand, she asked me if I could gather a group of 
around 20 Māori. My mouth uttered the words yes 
while my brain screamed, “Help me God”. I contacted 
individuals from various backgrounds—education, 
social services, faith communities, and media—to 
consider participating. Despite initial doubts, safety 
concerns, and some skepticism from family and 
colleagues, the group, driven by a desire to witness the 
realities on the ground to foster understanding beyond 
media narratives, came to fruition. 

Travelling from Ben Gurion Airport to Jerusalem, we 
observed a nation proud of its identity, with flags lining 
the streets and a collective hope for the safe return of 
hostages. Standing on a hotel balcony overlooking 
Jerusalem, the realisation dawned that preconceived 
notions often fall short of the truth. This experience 
emphasised the importance of approaching such 
journeys with humility and openness, recognising that 
true understanding requires stepping beyond 
assumptions and engaging directly with the 
environment and its people.

The group’s visits included poignant moments at the 
Holocaust Centre, private screenings of Hamas 

recordings, and a visit to Kibbutz Be’eri near the Gaza 
border. We heard about the profoundly inhumane 
atrocities committed there, evidenced by Hamas own 
recordings of beheadings, killing of children while 
laughing and showing genuine joy while committing 
these acts. We also heard survivor stories which 
challenged our group’s hearts and minds. These 
experiences highlighted the necessity of confronting 
darkness to find pathways toward healing and hope, 
reinforcing the importance of empathy and resilience 
in the face of adversity.

We visited the community of Abu Gosh. As we stepped 
off the bus a Call to Prayer was taking place right next 
door to a monastery where we met with Benedictine 
monk, Brother Oliver. Our visit to ANZAC museum in 
Be’er Sheva was significant as one of the group 
members is the pastor for the defence force in New 
Zealand. We were allowed to commemorate the loss of 
our soldiers who were buried there by holding a 
service. We visited the grave of David Ben-Gurion at 
Kibbutz Sde Boker, Peres Centre for Peace and a tour of 
Jaffa with its winding streets and beautiful 
architecture. Our time at hostage square was a 
reminder of what the nation was dealing with awaiting 
the return of the hostages. A visit to the Innovation 
Centre at Sheba hospital was an inspiration for those 
of us who work with whanau experiencing trauma. 

We were humbled as we watched our tour guide, bus 
driver and Yifat working seamlessly. Our entire group 
thought that they were all old friends, but they had 
met for the first time on the day of our arrival. We were 
impressed to see Arabs and Jews living side by side 
experienced on a daily basis.

We witnessed unity in action, the importance of family, 
and how tikanga and kawa enables a people to endure 
and not lose their identity. We may talk of diversity and 
inclusion, but Israel lives it. We have a whakatauaki 
(proverb) “Hei aha te mea nui au tea o? he tangata, he 
tangata, he tangata” (What is the most important thing it 
is people, it is people, it is people, it is people). How true 
it is for Israel, despite its complexities. The nation is rich 
in its ability to integrate and work towards continual 
growth and acceptance of others. We have all returned 
to our spheres of influence in New Zealand to hold talks, 
discussions, and future planning for trips and 
collaborations. We are forever changed and humbled 
Israel, thank you!
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Making an Impact in the Holy Land
  Bryce Turnern

Executive Director | Christians for Israel New Zealand

When many around the world are cautious, some 
would question the sanity of anyone deliberately 
travelling to Israel. Unfortunately, there are times when 
sending messages, even gifts, simply aren’t enough to 
let people know you care. I spent a further six weeks in 
the Holy Land just prior to Christmas as part of my 
work with Christians for Israel New Zealand.

Supporters in New Zealand have generously 
contributed to a ‘solidarity’ fund, to help meet some 
needs and bring practical blessing to our Israeli 
cousins. Going—albeit a very long way in the 
cheapest seats possible!—is a great privilege. Being 
able to coordinate such a full programme all in one 
trip, allows the greatest effectiveness and economy, 
making the most ‘impact’ with those contributions. 
The ultimate honour, however, is being able to bring 
blessings to battered and bruised Israelis, from 
supporters on the other side of the world. 

The programme was exhausting, beginning from a 
tiny hostel room in Jerusalem with a week of visits 
and interviews with some of our many friends and 
contacts in Israel, especially those involved in the 
projects that Christians for Israel supports. 
Colleagues then began to arrive from around the 
world for the Christians for Israel Forum. Held in 
Jerusalem every few years, this is an amazing few 
days, joining with others ‘at the coal-face’. Many face 

ever-increasing opposition, ridicule, and even serious 
threats, so the opportunity to strengthen each other 
is extremely valuable. Visits, interviews, and even an 
evening together with the people and organisations 
we support, were very special. Speakers brought 
considerable expertise, addressing issues from Biblical 
study through to international law, to train, upskill, 
and further equip our teams around the world.

Following this was the fantastic ANZAC Solidarity/ 
Study Tour, further volunteer work—often electrical 
repairs—and visiting, and then the Voices for Israel 
international youth study tour—an amazing 
programme to empower young people to advocate 
for Israel.

A very special highlight was an interview during the 
forum, with Ilan Dalal, whose son had just been 
released in the final group of living hostages from 
Gaza. Christians for Israel New Zealand has had a 
very special relationship with Ilan and his family, 
following the kidnapping of his son, Guy, from the 
Nova music festival on 7 October 2023. Ilan is typical 
of so many hostage family members. In their own 
words, they were ‘normal’ people, thrust into public 
view by events completely beyond their control— 
beyond anything they could even have imagined 
prior to 7Oct. These ‘ordinary people’ have 
experienced what very few people can relate to or 
even understand. The terror, abuse, violence, and 
hatred, experienced by the hostages, is, in many

cases, directly matched by the psychological and 
emotional torment that family members and friends 
have suffered. A consistent theme amongst hostage 
families is that of ‘what now?’ Whilst many hostages 
will never speak publicly of the horrors and atrocities 
suffered, the pain did not end when they returned to 
Israel. Guy is one who has chosen to bravely speak 
out about some of the abuse he suffered at the hands 
of his Gazan captors. Violence, sexual perversion and 
trauma, starvation, psychological torture, etc, do not 
simply disappear. Support, encouragement, and even 
just turning up to stand with them, is more 
important now than ever before. Thank you to 
supporters who make this blessing possible.

The playground still scarred from the rocket in Majdal Shams.



  Dr Sheree Trottern
Historian

Recently, the British Society for Middle 
Eastern Studies imposed a policy 
mandating territorial land 
acknowledgements for academics 
wishing to submit articles to their 
journal, or participate in the annual 
conference, or who work or study at an 
institution located on ‘land appropriated 
from Indigenous peoples by settler 
colonial regimes.’

This is but one example of the 
problematic nature of academia’s 
embrace of decolonisation, in which 
performativity appears to take priority 
over intellectual debate and rigour. 
Building on the claim of historian 
Patrick Wolfe, that Settler Colonialism 
is a persistent structure, not simply a 
historical event, academic institutions 
have adopted symbolic acts, which do 
little for the Indigenous peoples 
themselves, but are seen as ‘critical 
ethical and political gestures’ to address 
a perceived problem of ‘power dynamics 
in knowledge production.’

As I have argued elsewhere, Settler 
Colonialism, as an interpretive model, in 
both its methodological form and its 
contemporary political deployment, is 
deeply flawed. Its presentist orientation, 
its selective use of historical material, and 
its rigid interpretive categories produce 
not clarity, but distortion. The theory’s 
tendency to collapse complex historical 
narratives into a stark moral binary 
renders it not only analytically 
inadequate, but ethically fraught. In its 
most militant contemporary applications, 
the framework fuels resentment, 
encourages rhetorical and political 
extremism, and narrows the possibilities 
for reconciliation and coexistence.

In critiquing Settler Colonialism, I do not 
seek to minimise the painful histories of 
Indigenous peoples, including my own. 
The loss of land, broken treaties, 
massacres, subjugation, and disruption of 
a way of life have created disparities, 
disadvantages and ongoing trauma. My 
goal, however, is to highlight some of the 
problems with Settler Colonialism as an 
ideological framework.

In many ways, Settler Colonialism 
functions like a religious cult replete 
with hermeneutical tools, original sin, 
state of innocence, saints and sinners, 
commandments, and penance. Notably 
absent, though, are hope and 
redemption. Ritual acts like land 
acknowledgements can function to 
absolve the conscience of the penitent 
but provide little substantial change for 
the so-called colonised. Those who 
choose not to comply are transgressors 
whose fate is to be shunned, cancelled 
and silenced, or worse. All non-

indigenous peoples in so-called settler 
colonialist states are implicated in the 
sins of their nation’s past.

The concept of power operates as a 
central hermeneutical category for 
understanding Settler Colonialism. 
Foucault’s influence is evident in the 
settler colonialist contention that 
colonial systems produce knowledge 
about Indigenous peoples in ways that 
justify domination and erasure.

Settler Colonialism’s original sin as 
articulated by Wolfe is the act of 
invasion. Wolfe argues that invasion is 
not an event, but ‘a structure’—meaning 
the ongoing system of relationships, 
laws, and institutions that continually 
reproduce and sustain settler 
dominance. Invasion doesn’t end when 
the settlers settle; Settler Colonialism 
postulates that the logic of elimination 
continues through the structures, 
institutions and policies of the 
governing entity.

Settler Colonialism appears to assume 
that prior to invasion, the indigenous 
world was paradise, with Indigenous 
Peoples living in a utopian state of 
innocence. The ‘native’ is romanticised 
and essentialised as a ‘noble savage.’ 
Indigenous culture is idealised and 
frozen in time in a state of near 
perfection. The reality of intertribal 
warfare, and in some cases, cannibalism, 
slavery and infanticide, are ignored. The 
indigenous-settler relationship is an 
essential component and defining 
feature of Settler Colonialism. The 
constitutive nature of this relationship 
in the definition of Settler Colonialism 
has therefore created a built-in and 
undeclared exemption structure that 
absolves Indigenous on Indigenous 
conflict and transgression. In other 
words, when an Indigenous people 
carries out the same acts of domination 
against another Indigenous people, it is 
irrelevant to settler colonial theory, 
because it does not involve settlers.

Settler colonial ideology’s binary logic 
produces saints and sinners, the 
coloniser and colonised, and such 
categories are usually fixed. Complexity 
is ignored and agency denied. 
Indigenous peoples who embrace new 
ideas, technologies and practices are 
rejected as having adopted a coloniser’s 
mindset. New immigrants, often 
impoverished and powerless, are 
lumped into the category of powerful 
evil settlers. Indeed, the term ‘settler’ is 
framed as an accusation and is 
necessarily pejorative.

‘The West,’ and all that it represents, is 
thus implicated as guilty of the crime of 
colonialism, with the only correct 
response being to decry, reject and 
undermine the system. Settler 

Colonialism accuses Western 
imperialism of producing the colonised 
mind, resulting in a colonised health 
system, scientific establishment, legal 
system, and government structures. 
Ironically, many of the most dominant 
proponents of these ideas are 
themselves educated in ‘colonised’ 
Western universities or serve in 
‘colonised’ Western parliaments or law 
courts. Settler Colonialism has 
developed a moral code by which 
devotees and institutions may seek 
righteousness. Acts of penance are 
devised to absolve guilt.

Another major flaw of Settler 
Colonialism is the way in which it 
ignores the agency of the Indigenous 
people. In the case of Indigenous Māori 
of New Zealand, the response to the 
changes settlers brought into the 
country was mixed. Many Māori 
embraced new ideas, technologies and 
modernity. Their embrace of literacy 
was such that in 1840-1850 literacy was 
greater among Māori than among the 
settlers. When the new settler 
government asserted control and 
breached treaty obligations, Māori 
fought back in a variety of ways, and 
engaged in the political process.

In the case of Israel, Settler Colonialism 
paints a one-sided model of Israeli 
domination while ignoring the realities 
of a mixed society and the many 
attempts to pursue peace with Arab 
neighbours. Multiple offers of land for 
peace contradict the framing of Israelis 
as land-hungry settlers. The 
intransigence and maximalism of the 
Palestinians is ignored, as well as the 
challenges posed by radical Islamist 
ideologies and their outworking.

Settler Colonialism theorists have 
anointed Israel as the archetypal 
transgressor state, even though its 
unique historical roots and trajectory, 
demographic composition, and 
ideological foundations complicate its 
classification within the orthodox 
parameters of settler colonial theory. 

Settler Colonialism itself does not 
purport to be more than an analytic 
tool. However, the theory has energised 
anti-Israel activists and fuelled the rising 
tide of antisemitism since 7 October. 
Revolution is inherent in its tenet that 
the structures of the settler colonialist 
project must be dismantled.

For proponents, it has provided moral 
justification for Jew hatred. Slogans such 
as ‘75 years of colonialist oppression’ and 
‘If Palestine is not free, neither are we’ have 
fuelled anger and incited violence 
against Jews. Settler colonial theory has 
enabled and justified the proliferation of 
libellous claims against Israel. The point 
is to accuse, to assign guilt and 
ultimately to destroy the Jewish state. 
For many, Palestine has become a 
symbol for all the injustice in the world, 
and oppressed groups have embraced 
the cause as their own. The world is 
looking for a scapegoat and the Jewish 
state, it appears, fills that role, just as 
diasporic Jews have done for centuries.

Settler Colonialism is a relatively recent 
field of enquiry. In an age of grievance, 
Settler Colonialism’s political framing of 
history has created a distorted view of 
the world. The idea that settlement is 
not simply a historical act, but an 
ongoing transgressive act to be 
corrected, adds a revolutionary impetus 
which becomes particularly problematic 
when applied to the already inflamed 
Israel-Palestinian situation. The murder 
of Yaron Lischinsky and Sarah Milgrim 
on the streets of Washington, DC, could 
arguably be seen as but one example of 
the pernicious effects of the propagation 
of Settler Colonialism’s framing of Israel 
as an intruder, a foreign colonising force 
oppressing the so-called Indigenous 
people. I would argue that it’s time for a 
post-settler-colonial model to emerge— 
one that shifts away from presentist, 
politicised treatments of history, which 
serve only to fuel anger, keeping the so-
called ‘colonised’ locked in a cycle of 
grievance. It provides little hope for the 
future.
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Settler Colonialism: Politicised & Dangerous
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Israel, NZ Baptist Union and ‘Treason’—Part 2

  Perry Trottern
An adaptation of a recently published 
video.

The Bible reader is of course free to like 
or dislike what the Bible teaches. I 
would argue though, that what he is not 
free to do, with intellectual honesty, is 
deny that the Bible makes certain 
claims. The regathering of Israel, after 
an extended period of dispersion, is 
predicted repeatedly and in the plainest 
and most emphatic language. Disliking 
such content is the reader’s right. For 
evangelicals, however, for those who 
profess a high view of the inspiration of 
the biblical text, denial is simply 
disingenuous. 

Those who are determined to erase 
Israel’s future restoration from the biblical 
storyline must resort to devices and 
techniques that are less than transparent. 
I hope to demonstrate that with examples 
from the Baptist Union material. But first, 
allow me to set the scene and 
demonstrate that the promise of the 
ultimate restoration of Israel, still future, 
is remarkably dominant in scripture.

Evangelical Christians make much of the 
new covenant—and so they should. But 
the new covenant context includes 
explicit, unambiguous content that is 
often overlooked or even denied. 
Revealed at a time when Israel had 
reached its lowest point and is deep in 
apostasy, the Lord promises through 
Jeremiah that He will one day make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah. It is a remarkable 
promise of redemption and restoration 
for an unworthy people. It guarantees 
that God will never reject Israel and 
Judah, despite the wicked things they 
have done. Even though they will be cast 
out of the land, the new covenant 
context promises that the descendants of 
Israel will never cease to be a nation. 

In the passages immediately following, 
there is the clear promise that, 
ultimately, God will restore the Jewish 
people, gathering them from all the 
lands where they were scattered “in His 
furious anger”. The language is explicit 
and passionate. God declares “I will 
rejoice in doing them good and will 
assuredly plant them in this land with 
all my heart and soul.”

Of course, these concepts are elaborated 
upon by almost all the prophets and the 
details make it clear that it cannot be 
the partial return from Babylon that is 
in view. The ultimate restoration of 
Israel is both assumed and confirmed in 
the New Testament and Israel’s unique 
status and gifts are spoken of as 
irrevocable. Despite all this, many 
Christians simply dislike the promises of 

the restoration of Israel. Indeed, for the 
last 1700 years, much of Christendom 
has rejected these promises and 
developed mechanisms of evasion and 
denial. The popular term for this is 
replacement theology, but as we will see, 
its proponents often strongly object to 
the label. More on that shortly.

Of course ideas have consequences. For 
Bible readers determined to deny such a 
central and dominant theme as Israel’s 
restoration, the result is confusion and 
degradation of the Bible’s remarkable 
coherence. But for the Jewish people, 
the consequences of Christendom 
taking such a path have been tragic 
indeed. In my view, the Holocaust was 
not caused by replacement theology, but 
without it, it may not have happened. 
Some lay the blame more firmly. The 
prolific Anglican theologian and 
historian, James Parkes, stated the 
Holocaust was: “…the consequences of a 
teaching about the Jew for which the 
Christian Church is ultimately 
responsible…” Aberrant theology and 
anti-Jewish propaganda led to one third 
of world Jewry being murdered in 
Christian Europe.

History offers many lessons. Some are 
lessons the NZ Baptist Union seems 
unwilling to learn. The authors and 
resources commended by the Baptist 
Union material include some of the 
most famous replacement theologians 
and Christian anti-Zionists.

Defining and engaging with replacement 
theology can be like nailing jelly to a 
wall. It often relies on euphemisms or 
framing fallacies, presenting in positive 

terms what is in fact a denial of the 
oaths God has sworn concerning the 
national restoration of the Jewish 
people. Though replacement theology 
takes many forms, what they all have in 
common is denial. Denial that the 
explicit and detailed promises to Israel 
will one day be fulfilled, as written.

As mentioned, such theologians really 
don’t like the term replacement 
theology, presumably because of its 
connotations. This is understandable. If 
I were a car thief I might prefer to say 
that I’m one who engages in involuntary 
and unnotified vehicular acquisition. But, 
ultimately it is not the term that is 
important, but what it represents.

In the Baptist material, Dr Church 
insists there is “…no future for earthly 
Jerusalem…”, that “…the New Testament 
knows nothing of the return of Israel…”, 
and he denies the connection between 
biblical Israel and modern Israel. Yet in 
regard to replacement theology, he says 
“…I do not know anybody who believes it.”  
Hmmmm.

A survey of the writings of replacement 
theologians finds that many insist that 
their view is in fact expansion, extension, 
fulfillment, or inclusion theology. They 
do have the right to name their own 
position. But labels such as these 
prompt some obvious questions. 
Ÿ How is it that in expansion or 
extension theology, the major portion of 
the original structure is neither 
expanded nor extended, but rather 
demolished?
Ÿ How is it that in fulfillment theology, 
the numerous explicit national promises 

to Israel will never be fulfilled?
Ÿ How is it that in inclusion theology, 
Israel’s God-sworn national and 
territorial promises are explicitly 
excluded?

The viewer can decide. Are such terms 
valid? Or are they euphemistic terms for 
a theology that turns the biblical text on 
its head and impugns God’s character?

Several times Dr Church encourages his 
listeners to read the Bible with 
imagination. Two observations come to 
mind. Firstly, the scriptures never 
suggest such a thing. Secondly Dr 
Church is certainly following his own 
advice. He has an active imagination.

He says that Christians meeting on 
Sunday is an example of “the promised 
land”. Yes, you read that correctly. [when] 
“you and I gather with God’s people on 
Sunday morning… …wherever Christians 
gather, that is the promised land…” 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob might be 
shocked to learn that the real estate 
repeatedly promised to them by the 
living God—and explicitly confirmed by 
covenant and oath—was really just a 
reference to Sunday morning gatherings 
of Christians—many of whom turn out 
to be the chief persecutors of Jacob’s 
descendants. I think Isaiah and Jeremiah 
would also be mystified by such a claim 
—after all, they along with almost all the 
other prophets repeatedly reference 
Israel’s ultimate regathering to her land.

What biblical support does Dr Church 
offer for the imaginative assertion 
equating the promised land with 
Christians gathering on Sunday 
morning? Romans 4:13, a text, that if 
read in context, clearly says nothing of 
the sort. Such luminaries as NT Wright 
and Gary Burge also appeal to that text 
to support their replacement theology. 
In my opinion, it only demonstrates the 
frailty of their arguments. In the notes I 
will post a link to an excerpt from my 
book, in which I address Romans 4:13 in 
reasonable detail.

More than once Dr Church claims that 
those who believe Israel will be 
regathered are “reading the Old 
Testament as though the New Testament 
had never been written.” This is a peculiar 
charge. But it is also an advanced case of 
projection to accuse others of reading 
one part of the Bible as though the other 
part had not been written. It is the 
replacement theologian who appears to 
read the New Testament as though the 
Old Testament had never been written. 
The Old Testament must be silenced in 
order to impose replacement theology 
on the New.
Watch or read the full critique at: 
https://israelbiblicalworldview.org/nz-baptist-union
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Replacement Theology and anti-Jewish 
propaganda paved the way for the murder 
of six million Jews.
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  Kate Normann
Bridges for Peace

Since the rebirth of the modern State of 
Israel, one of the Jewish state’s strongest 
and most reliable allies have been 
evangelical Christians. From prayer 
groups to political advocacy and 
humanitarian aid, evangelicals have 
recognised the Jewish people as central 
to God’s redemptive story and have 
sought to bless the nation God calls “the 
apple of His eye” (Zechariah 2:8). 

But recent years have brought a shift. 
People who identify as evangelicals, 
including well-known media 
personalities, have become vocal 
opponents of Israel and the Jewish 
people, espousing age-old antisemitic 
ideas and libels. After 7 October, these 
voices grew louder. Claims that once 
lived on the fringes of the internet 
suddenly entered mainstream debate: 
that Israel is corrupt; that Christian 
support for Israel is ‘blind’; and even 
that today’s Jewish state has no biblical 
legitimacy at all.

This movement is still a minority, but it’s 
a vocal minority. Israel now faces a new 
kind of challenge, not from secular critics 
or geopolitical rivals, but from inside a 
community of its greatest friends.

A Shift No One Expected
Historically, evangelicals have supported 
Israel for two primary reasons: Scripture 
and shared values. We value God’s 
covenants with Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. The prophets spoke of Israel’s 
restoration and role in God’s purposes. 
Jesus (Yeshua) Himself lived, ministered, 
died and rose within the Jewish story. 
For Bible believers, to stand with Israel 
has never been a political statement; it 
has been a theological one.

Yet now, some who call themselves 
evangelicals are rejecting that 
framework. Influencers such as Candace 
Owens, Tucker Carlson and others in 
the right-wing orbit frame Israel as, at 
best, an insincere ally who ‘gives 
nothing,’ a nation whose troubles 
supposedly drain the West. Their 
rhetoric mirrors a growing online trend 
that blends anti-establishment politics 
with weak theology. 

Secular opposition to Israel is nothing 
new. However, more evangelicals are 
falling prey to these ideas. The digital 
age has created a marketplace of 
competing moralities amid weak biblical 
literacy, and ideas about Israel are 
shaped less by Genesis or Isaiah and 
more by algorithm-driven outrage.

Argument One: ‘Modern Israel 
Isn’t the Israel of the Bible’
One of the most common claims is that 

the modern State of Israel has no 
connection to biblical Israel. Critics 
assert that modern Israel is secular, 
political and therefore spiritually 
irrelevant. A branch of Christians 
suggests that the Jewish people have 
forfeited their covenant blessings or that 
God has replaced them with the Church. 
Others simply conclude that ancient 
promises have expired. These arguments 
are classic supersessionism, or 
replacement theology, dressed in 
contemporary clothing.

The claim that “this isn’t the Israel of 
the Bible” collapses under even a brief 
encounter with Scripture. God’s 
covenant with Abraham is described as 
‘everlasting’ (Genesis 17:7). The prophets 
repeatedly affirm that God will restore 
His people to the Land, not because of 
their faithfulness, but because of His 
(Ezekiel 36:22–24). 

Ezekiel’s vision of the dry bones portrays 
a national restoration that begins 
physically before it matures spiritually 
(Ezekiel 37). Modern Israel’s rebirth in 
1948 aligns precisely with that pattern. 
God also allotted Abraham’s seed a 
specific Land with defined boundaries, 
which actually comprises a land mass 
larger than the current State of Israel 
(Genesis 15:18). 

God remains deeply involved with 
Israel’s story, and He will call the 
nations to account for how they treat 
His people (Joel 3:2). Israel’s political 
complexity does not negate its biblical 

identity. If anything, it affirms that 
God’s prophetic plan continues to 
unfold in real time. 

Argument Two: ‘Israel Is 
Morally Corrupt or Dangerous 
to the West’
The second major argument is political 
rather than theological: that Israel is 
either immoral or a strategic burden.

This rhetoric intensified after the 7 
October massacre, with critics accusing 
Israel of being a destabilising force, a 
drain on American resources or even the 
aggressor in its own war for survival. In 
November, American conservative 
political commentator Tucker Carlson 
endorsed criticising the US relationship 
with Israel “because it’s insane and it 
hurts us. We get nothing out of it.”

The facts tell a different story.

Israel is the Middle East’s only liberal 
democracy, a center of innovation, 
humanitarian response and freedom of 
worship for Jews, Christians and 
Muslims alike. The US–Israel 
partnership provides critical 
intelligence, groundbreaking defense 
technology and global diplomatic 
cooperation, benefits that far exceed the 
assistance involved. Israel has thwarted 
terror plots that would have threatened 
Western nations, pioneered lifesaving 
medical developments and offered 
humanitarian aid in conflict zones 
worldwide.

Far from being a burden, Israel is one of 

the United States’ most reliable and 
mutually beneficial allies.

But beyond practicality, the moral 
dimension matters even more. Israel’s 
war after 7 October is not an abstract 
political dispute; it is a fight against a 
genocidal terrorist organisation that 
explicitly declares its intention to 
destroy both Israel and the West. To 
accuse Israel for defending its citizens is 
not merely misguided, it reveals how 
deeply misinformation shapes the public 
conscience.

Is Christian Zionism ‘Blind 
Support’?
Perhaps the most common charge 
against Christian supporters of Israel is 
that they blindly defend Israel no matter 
the facts or circumstances, a critique 
that misunderstands what Christian 
Zionism is.

Christian support for Israel is not based 
on political infallibility but on biblical 
identity. It does not require agreement 
with every policy of an Israeli 
government or exemption from moral 
accountability. Christians can 
acknowledge Israel’s imperfections 
—just as we acknowledge those of every 
nation—while still affirming the 
covenant that God Himself established.

To support Israel biblically is not to fall 
into naïve partisanship. It is to recognise 
that God’s promises, purposes and 
character are woven through Israel’s 
story, and that blessing Israel is 
ultimately an act of obedience to Him.

What’s at Stake
The shift in evangelical perception 
reflects a deeper spiritual crisis: 
confusion about Scripture, the rise of 
ideology over theology and the erosion 
of moral clarity within the Church. The 
way Christians respond to Israel in this 
moment reveals what shapes their 
worldview: cultural trends or biblical 
truth.

For generations, evangelicals have 
understood that to bless Israel is to 
align with God’s heart. That calling has 
not changed. And in a time of rising 
hostility, misinformation and moral 
confusion, standing with Israel is not 
merely a political position, it is a 
spiritual one. As the cultural winds 
shift, the calling of Christian Zionism 
remains the same: not blind support, 
but biblical support, rooted in truth and 
aligned with the God who keeps His 
promises.

The Evangelical Shift on Israel
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To support Israel biblically is not to fall into 
naïve partisanship. It is to recognise that God’s 
promises, purposes and character are woven 
through Israel’s story, and that blessing Israel is 
ultimately an act of obedience to Him.
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A common refrain is that the Zionists as 
‘colonialists’ somehow acted in league 
with the British Empire to act against the 
Arabs of Palestine and seize control. Part 
One and Part Two (published in April 2026) 
demonstrate that this is not true and 
broadly the opposite of what happened.

By mid-1917 the ‘Great War’ (WWI) is 
going badly for the Allies. Amid wartime 
pressures, British officials make various, 
contradictory agreements or undertakings 
with interested parties about the Middle 
East. Only one has its genesis at Cabinet 
level and is agreed by Cabinet, only one is 
made public at the time, and only one 
becomes the basis in international law for 
Britain holding the territory. The 1917 
Balfour Declaration states that “His 
Majesty’s Government view with favour 
the establishment in Palestine of a 
national home for the Jewish people… it 
being clearly understood that nothing 
shall be done which may prejudice the 
civil and religious rights of existing non-
Jewish communities in Palestine.” The 
British government hopes the declaration 
will promote their war cause in the USA 
and counter Jewish pacifist propaganda in 
Russia.

By war’s end in 1918, British and 
Commonwealth troops—including 
Australian and New Zealand 
contingents—control Palestine. The 
initial British military administration 
there (1918-21) is hostile to the Jews. The 
colonel of a Jewish battalion complains: 
“Men were made to feel that they were of 
the ‘despised race’… No stone was left 
unturned in order to discredit us in every 
possible way.” The British commander, 
General Congreve, in a message to his 
troops states “Army sympathies are 
rather obviously with the Arabs.” The 
journalist Arthur Koestler notes that 
senior officials find it much easier to mix 
with Arab old money than with Zionists: 
He recalls a British Council event for 100 
guests where about half were British, 
half Arab, and three were Jewish.

The Mandate was formalised in July 1922 
by the Council of the League of Nations, 
making it legally binding on all 51 
members of the League, and giving 
international legal sanction to the intent 
of the Balfour Declaration. Arab riots 
lead the British temporarily to suspend 
Jewish immigration as they seek a middle 
way. One official comments of the Arabs: 
“We shall clearly make ourselves 
ridiculous if we go on making offers to 
people who persistently refuse them.” 

For Britain, the foundational Jewish 
element to the Palestine Mandate 
conflicts with her broad regional, oil, and 
imperial interests. London is concerned 
to reduce friction with Arab leaders in 

Palestine and the wider Middle East. In 
September 1922 the League of Nations 
accepts a British memorandum that 
Transjordan (now Jordan) will be 
excluded from the provisions dealing with 
Jewish settlement. Palestine west of the 
Jordan River is for the Jewish homeland. 
Transjordan is for Arab immigration and 
is to be kept Jew free with no Jewish 
immigration or land purchases permitted. 
This fails to quell Arab radicals.

Article 6 of the Mandate requires— 
without prejudice to other sections of the 
population—encouragement of Jewish 
settlements on state lands and wastelands 
not required for public purposes. The 
British assess large areas as only partially 
cultivated; in some districts they find the 
population is scanty and land far more 
extensive than their needs. Over time, the 
British release half of government lands 
to Arabs and 2% to Jews. 

Most of the Mandate’s tax revenues, 
including land taxes, are raised from its 
Jewish community—four times more 
than from the Arabs by 1944. Jewish 
capital investment vastly exceeds Arab 
investment. Jewish investment and 
dynamism drive the Mandate’s economy 
as it surges ahead of its neighbours. This 
finds little favour with the British. In 
response to riots and a massacre in 
Hebron in 1929, they issue the Passfield 
White Paper. Its conclusion: calm 
tensions by prioritising Arab rights. 
Further Jewish land purchases require 
British approval and Jewish immigration 
is reduced for a time. In effect, the 
British reward the use of terror against 
Jewish communities. 

The 1936-39 Arab uprising is triggered by 
Jewish immigration, but the fighting and 
casualties are mainly within the Arab 
community as powerful families vie for 
control. The Jewish Haganah (‘the 
Defence’) mostly manages self-restraint. 
This is appreciated by the hard-pressed 
Mandate authorities who allow Jewish 
self-defence groups to train and arm and 
assume some policing duties. 

In London, wider imperial interests rule. 
The Foreign Office seeks ‘a great 
détente’ with the Arab states. 1937 and 
1938 statements of policy restrict Jewish 
immigration. Foreseeing adverse Arab 
reaction, plans to bring 10,000 Jewish 
children from Nazi Germany to 
Palestine for pre-arranged adoption are 
dropped. Prime Minister Chamberlain 
tells voluntary organisations wanting to 
help the Jews: “That would be a little 
premature at this stage.”

London knows of the onslaught against 
Jews in Germany and Austria. Fearing 
that any move to help would threaten 
the proposed 1939 London Conference 
on the Mandate’s future, Malcolm 
Macdonald, Colonial Secretary, resists 
pressure in the House of Commons and 
determines to “do nothing which would 
prejudice the London discussions.”

The British invite three Arab states to the 
1939 London Conference, making them 
parties to Palestine’s future. MacDonald 
remarks “we should be prepared to go a 
long way to meet the Arab 
representatives. Nonetheless, the 
Conference fails. Under threat from Arab 
nations, the 1939 MacDonald White 
Paper is drawn up “in virtual 

consultation with the Arab States.” There 
will be no partition of Palestine. Under 
international law, the Mandate is to 
provide a homeland for the Jewish 
people and MacDonald worries that the 
League of Nations’ Mandate 
Commission might see the policies of the 
White Paper as breaching the Mandate. 
Nonetheless, the White Paper declares 
the intent of the Balfour Declaration 
fulfilled and limits Jewish immigration to 
a quota of 75,000 spread over five years, 
with Arab veto of any more after that. 

Britain’s priorities are imperial. Cabinet 
minister Lord Chatfield states “no 
trouble that the Jews could occasion us 
in Palestine or elsewhere could weigh 
for a moment against the importance of 
winning Muslim opinion to our side.” As 
consolation for the Jews, the British 
Cabinet, with the encouragement of US 
President Roosevelt, examines possible 
“really large scale” settlement of Jews in 
the unexplored interior of British 
Guiana in South America. 

The British government has picked a 
side. The Jewish immigration quota to 
Palestine is never filled. The Jews bear 
the full brunt of imperial policy because 
they are in the weaker position. 
MacDonald sees them as having little 
alternative but to “make the best of it.” 

Mandate authorities clamp down on the 
Haganah and the Royal Navy intercepts 
ships carrying illegal Jewish immigrants. 
In 1941, the refugee ship Struma is 
refused entry to Palestine and sinks with 
800 lives lost. Posters appear indicting 
the British High Commissioner for 
murder. The Jewish resistance begins a 
war against the British in earnest.

A pre-war proposal to strengthen the 
defence of Palestine by developing local 
industry is resisted by the Colonial Office 
for fear of strengthening the Jewish 
community. When German advances 
threaten Palestine in 1941-42, the British 
refuse to arm the Jewish population. 
They do not want to enrage Arab feelings 
or strengthen the position of Jews. 

In 1941, hoping to ease anti-British 
sentiment amongst the Arabs, British 
Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden publicly 
supports strong pan-Arab ties and in 1943 
hosts a meeting of Arab leaders in 
London to explore regional cooperation. 
Eden appears to back the formation of an 
Arab League in order to retain Egypt and 
other Arab countries as client states of the 
British and to keep the Jews in their place.

In the early stages of the War, Britain 
plans to welcome tens of thousands of 
European refugees from Nazism but 
refuses to consider taking more than one 
or two thousand Jews. British foreign 
secretary Eden fears that Hitler might 
even accept an approach to release Jews. 
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The British government hopes the declaration 
will promote their war cause in the USA and 
counter Jewish pacifist propaganda in Russia.
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This series will look at the use of key 
nouns and terms and the wealth of 
information in the meta-narrative of 
Scripture that clearly establishes both 
everlasting life and perpetual fire 
respectively. 

The Hebrew Sheol is not the grave. 
Hebrew has a dedicated word for grave, 
Kever. Sheol is simply the holding place 
of the departed.

Kever is the Hebrew word for the above 
ground interment of the dead.

The Hebrew/Greek Gehenna/Geenna/ 
Gehinnom, is connected to but not 
directly synonymous with the Lake of 
Fire. Gehenna is the place of torment 
within Sheol which is distinct from 
Paradise, the two being divided by an 
uncrossable chasm (Luke 16:19-31).

The Hebrew/Aramaic noun/proper 
noun Abaddon, is both connected to and 
in certain instances synonymous with 
Gehenna. Abaddon, is a distinct place of 
destruction and perishing within Sheol 
and connected to the imprisonment of 
Satan (Revelation 9:11; 20:1-3). 

It’s important to note that Satan is not 
the angel Abaddon. Satan is a prisoner 
temporarily governed by the angel 
Abaddon and then made subject to the 
Eternal Lake of Fire “Prepared for the 
Devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41).

The Lake of Fire is not the grave, 
Gehenna, or Abaddon, nor is it Hell but is 
specifically the post judgement prison of 
everlasting torment for the Devil, his 
angels and those who have perpetually 
and wilfully rejected God’s sacrificial 
offer of redemptive love (Revelation 
20:10-15).

From before the beginning Messiah 
Yeshua the All Existing Word, had 
authority over death and Sheol because 
death and Sheol result from the rebellion 
of a created entity (Satan) and are 
therefore subject to the Creator, Father, 
Son and Spirit (John 1:1-2; Revelation 
13:8).

Yeshua has also established dominion 
over the temporal effects of death and 
Sheol as the perfect Human through His 
death and resurrection (Revelation 1:18).

Therefore, as both the Creating, All 
Existing Word of God and as the Perfect 
Human Being Who gave His life as 
atonement for all who would receive 
Him, Yeshua has established dominion in 
the Father over both the temporal and 
everlasting ramifications of sin and death.

Those who are in Messiah Yeshua by 
grace through faith need not fear Death, 
Sheol, or Eternal Punishment (Lake of 

Fire), because He is All Existing and 
holds us in His hand in the Father (John 
10:28-30).

The Hebrew Shamayim (Heaven/Heavens) 
is not the location of departed righteous 
souls/spirits, but is rather a collection of 
distinct heavens above and surrounding 
the earth.

Paradise is not Heaven, but a distinct 
holding place of the righteous within 
Sheol. If there is any inference in 
Scripture as to where the spiritual 
location of Sheol is, it’s below, not above. 
Within Sheol Paradise is a place where 
believers who have passed from this 
world await the resurrection, the 
Judgement, and the World to Come.

World to Come (Hebrew—Olam Haba) 
does not refer to ‘Heaven’ or the ‘heavens’ 
but to the eternal dwelling place of all 
who are redeemed through Messiah. 

Following the resurrection and the 
Judgement at the last day all believers 
will dwell in the World to Come for all 
eternity (Revelation 21).

There is a lie repeated by modern 
theologians and scholars which says, 
“Jews had no concept of the afterlife or 
Hell/Gehenna prior to the Hellenization 
of the known world in the 4th century 
BCE.” This is of course utter nonsense!

The TaNaKH (OT—Old Testament) 
repeatedly speaks of the descendants of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as “resting with 
their ancestors” or “resting with their fathers” 
(1 Kings 2:10; 11:43; 2 Kings 21:18 etc).

The phrases “rested with his ancestors,” 
“rested with his fathers,” etc. are used 
countless times in the TaNaKh (OT) to 
not only describe the physical interment 
of bodies in the tombs of their ancestors 
but also to describe their transition to a 
place after death, where they would 
reside with their departed forbears. 

Therefore, not only did the ancient 
Israelites have a concept of the afterlife, 
that concept also included the idea that 
their departed souls/spirits would 
commune with their ancestors in an 
indeterminable location after death. 
This idea allows for the fact that the 
location of the departed (Sheol) was 
inhabited by both the righteous and the 
unrighteous and thus, regardless of 
spiritual standing before God, all were 
there. This is consistent with the idea 
that Sheol has two distinct areas divided 
by an uncrossable chasm (Luke 16:19-31) 
and predates the Hellenistic period by 
hundreds of years.

The TaNaKh (OT) also distinguishes 
between Sheol and a place of torment 
called Abaddon (the equivalent of 
Gehenna and the modern English 
misnomer ‘Hell’).

“Sheol and Abaddon are before YHVH the 
Lord: how much more then, the hearts of 
the children of humanity?” (Proverbs 15:11)

This verse explains God’s all seeing 
nature and specifically differentiates 
between the holding place of the 
departed, Sheol and the distinct place 
within that holding place called Abaddon, 
meaning torment, perishing etc.

“Sheol is naked before Him (God), and 
Abaddon has no covering.” (Job 26:6)

The prophet Job notes here that nothing 
is hidden from God and that Sheol is 
‘naked’ (never clothed), while Abaddon 
has ‘no covering,’ inferring that Abaddon 
not only has no clothing but also has no 
effective means of atonement. This is 
consistent with Gehenna, the place 
where the wilfully unrepentant go to 
await the Judgement, at which time 
there will be no means of atonement for 
them because they have refused the 
blood of the Lamb (Messiah).

The TaNaKh also establishes the 
everlasting fate of the wicked.

“Although the wicked spring up as the grass, 
and when all the workers of perversity 
blossom; they will nonetheless be destroyed 
continually forever:” (Psalms 92:7)

We note that the end of the wicked is to 
“be destroyed continually forever.”

Some attempt to use verses like this to 
prove the lie of Annihilationism. This 
verse proves the opposite. To annihilate 
something is to wipe it out, cause it to 
cease, but in this verse the destroying 
‘continues forever.’ 

The Hebrew text is careful to say that 
the wicked will perish on an ongoing 
basis after death. This is describing the 
Lake of Fire and everlasting torment 
(Revelation 20:10-15). This verse from 
Psalm 92, written at least 600 years prior 
to the birth of Messiah, and at least 200 
years prior to the Hellenistic period, 
shows that ancient Israelites understood 
that the ultimate end of the wicked was 
not an end at all but a perpetual 
suffering in the afterlife.

The Prophet Isaiah, some 700 years 
prior to the birth of Messiah, and 300 
years prior to the Hellenistic period, 
writes of everlasting punishment as part 
of his description of the inception of the 
Messianic age (Isaiah 65-66):

“And they shall go out and look on the dead 
bodies of the men who have rebelled against 
Me. For their worm shall not die, and their 
fire shall not be quenched, and they shall be 
abhorrent to all flesh.” (Isaiah 66:24) 

This passage uses the Hinnom valley 
(below Jerusalem to the south) as a 
figure for the punishment that awaits 
the wicked in the latter days. It was in 
this valley that pagan human sacrifices 
occurred and in later times it became a 
place of burning refuse heaps. The 
prophet is saying that the everlasting 
torment of the wicked will be like the 
torment and perpetual burning in that 
wretched valley below Jerusalem. Thus 
the Hinnom valley is a physical 
representation within the sin affected 
creation of something much worse in 
the afterlife.  

Yeshua quotes this portion of Isaiah 66, 
recorded in Mark 9:43-50 as a warning to 
His listeners. He thus shows that there 
is a perpetual connection between the 
holding place Gehenna and the Lake of 
fire as the location and continuation of 
Gehenna following the Judgement 
(Revelation 20:10-15).

Therefore, ancient Israelites had both a 
concept of the afterlife and an 
understanding of that distinct place 
within the realm of the departed which 
modern English speakers call ‘Hell.’
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The prophet Ezekiel gives us an amazing 
picture of the Third Jewish 
Commonwealth 2,500 years before its 
realisation. Ezekiel himself was carted 
off to Babylon prior to the destruction 
of Jerusalem in 586 BC. He was a 
contemporary of Jeremiah and of young 
Daniel. It was fitting that as a prophet 
who was taken into exile away from his 
land, that God would raise him up to 
prophesy a future resurrection and 
restoration of Israel back in the land. 
There are many good prophecies about 
Israel’s restoration in Ezekiel, but none 
so poignant and popular as Ezekiel 37 
which paints an amazing picture of the 
valley of dry bones. Even Israeli leaders 
have acknowledged at times the 
relevance of Ezekiel’s prophecy with 
regard to the modern State of Israel. 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
said before many world leaders at the 
Fifth World Holocaust Forum in 
Jerusalem, January 2020: 

“Ladies and gentlemen, as the Prime 
Minister of Israel, I promise that the 
words ‘Never again’ will be no empty 
slogan but an eternal call to action. With 
this call to action, we will continue our 
marvelous journey of the revival of our 
people that emerged from the valley of 
dry bones. From bones (atzamot) to 
independence (atzmaut), and from 
independence to strength (otzma), from 
Auschwitz to Jerusalem, from darkness 
—to light. In the words of the prophet 
Isaiah, ‘The people that walked in 
darkness have seen a great light’” 
(IsraelHayom.com).

The Bible reveals two main types of 
resurrection. One type is individual 
resurrection for every human being. 
This resurrection is divided into two 
different phases: the resurrection of the 
righteous which is called “the 
resurrection of life”, and the resurrection 
of the unrepentant, the wicked, called 
“the resurrection of damnation” (John 5:28-
29). The resurrection of life means just 
that: the departed spirits of the 
righteous are reunited with their 
reconstituted resurrected bodies and 
they enter an eternity of bliss. This is 
called in the book of Revelation, ‘The 
First Resurrection’. In stark contrast 
there is a separate general resurrection 
for the departed spirits of the 
unrighteous. In their resurrection they 
are reunited with their old earthly 
bodies, in which they will stand before 
the Great White Throne and answer 
before God for what they did in those 
bodies. Sadly, they will enter an eternity 
of condemnation—separated forever 

from the love, light, and glory of God. 
Their resurrection is referred to as ‘The 
Second Death’.

The other type of resurrection is the 
resurrection of a nation—national 
resurrection, and there is only one 
nation in Scripture which is singled out 
for such a resurrection—Israel. Although 
the valley of dry bones gives us a 
wonderful picture of what individual 
resurrection will look like, not to 
mention a great sermon on revival, yet 
Ezekiel’s prophecy is in reference to the 
national resurrection of Israel. He 
makes this quite clear when after 
presenting to us the whole scenario he 
continues:

“Then He said to me, ‘Son of man, these 
bones are the whole house of Israel. They 
indeed say, ‘Our bones are dry, our hope is 
lost, and we ourselves are cut off!’ 
Therefore prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus 
says the Lord God: “Behold, O My people, I 
will open your graves and cause you to 
come up from your graves, and bring you 
into the land of Israel. Then you shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I have 
opened your graves, O My people, and 
brought you up from your graves. I will put 
My Spirit in you, and you shall live, and I 
will place you in your own land. Then you 
shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken it 
and performed it,” says the Lord.’” (Ezekiel 
37:11-14 NKJV).

It is important to clarify whom this 
prophecy refers to. The Lord says in 

verse 11 “these bones are the whole house of 
Israel”; in verse 12 “I will…bring you into 
the land of Israel”; and in verse 14 “I will 
place you in your own land”. It is clear 
this is directed to the people of Israel 
and their returning to their land. The 
prophetic picture is poignantly related 
to the Jewish nation at the end of World 
War Two in 1945 just prior to their 
statehood. In the 11th verse the collective 
Jewish nation say, “our hope is lost”. The 
Hebrew meaning literally means “our 
hope has been exterminated” (abad— 
Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the 
Bible). This describes the scene that 
European Jewry found themselves in 
because of the Holocaust. European 
Jewry had been the driving force behind 
political Zionism, seeking to establish a 
Jewish National Home in a region of the 
old Ottoman empire referred to as 
Palestine, which happened to be 
historical Israel. It seemed at the end of 
the war that that hope had been 
exterminated along with six million of 
their people. 

The remarkable picture in Ezekiel 
begins with a valley of desolation and 
hopelessness, again an apt illustration 
when related to 1945: 

“The hand of the Lord came upon me and 
brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord, 
and set me down in the midst of the valley; 
and it was full of bones. Then He caused 
me to pass by them all around, and behold, 
there were very many in the open valley; 

and indeed they were very dry. And He said 
to me, ‘Son of man, can these bones live?’ 
So I answered, ‘O Lord God, You know.’” 
(Ezekiel 37:1-3 NKJV).

The miracle then begins as Ezekiel starts 
to prophesy—“Again he said unto me, 
Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto 
them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord” (Ezekiel 37:4 KJV). The prophet 
then prophesies as he is instructed, and 
the miracle starts to take place. There is 
heard a rattling sound, a shaking, as the 
bones begin to come together, bone to 
bone. This is followed by sinews 
attaching to the bones and then flesh 
coming upon the bones also. The 
covering of skin then appears over each 
reconstructed body.

At the beginning we had a valley full of 
old dry bones, depicting this as an 
ancient people, also depicting that they 
had been away from their land for an 
exceptionally long time. Those bones 
turn into reconstituted human beings in 
form, but with one problem—they are 
not animated. They are lifeless, a valley 
of corpses. The valley of dry bones had 
been transformed into a valley of 
corpses. The answer again is prophecy— 
“Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the 
wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the 
wind, Thus saith the Lord God; Come from 
the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
upon these slain, that they may live” 
(Ezekiel 37:9). The ‘wind’ in the Hebrew 
is ruach and can be translated as wind, 
spirit, or breath (Strong’s). After Ezekiel 
prophesied to the Spirit (ruach), then the 
Spirit entered the host of corpses and 
they all came to life and stood up on 
their feet, “an exceeding great army” 
(Ezekiel 37:10).

It does not get much better than this: a 
valley of ancient old bones being 
transformed into “an exceeding great 
army”; “the whole house of Israel”. This 
is the resurrection of Israel. For many 
years I have seen an outline in the 
prophecy which I think brings clarity 
and understanding as to the nature of 
this national resurrection. I see six 
stages to the full restoration and 
redemption of Israel as depicted in this 
picture of their national resurrection. 
The first stage is negative—the valley of 
desolation. But the five subsequent 
stages are all generally positive. Each of 
the stages runs sequentially and 
sometimes concurrently with each 
other. In the following publications I 
will reveal and briefly explain all six 
main stages which prophetically outline 
the resurrection of Israel.
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At the beginning we had a valley full of old 
dry bones, depicting this as an ancient 
people, also depicting that they had been 
away from their land for an exceptionally 
long time.
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  Joanna Mossn
We begin a new series on the key diaspora 
communities—what makes them unique and what 
makes them tick. Since 1880s the makeup of Jewish 
communities around the world has changed 
dramatically as has the ratio of Jews in Israel versus the 
diaspora. In the previous series on the MENA Jews 
(Middle East and North Africa), we looked at ancient 
communities and saw what happens when the Jews were 
expelled from Spain and Portugal into the Ottoman 
Empire followed by the rise of Western empires leading 
to their collapse and finally community expulsion. In 
this series we will examine Western diaspora Jewry. 
Specifically: the United States of America, Canada, 
Britain, France, South Africa, Argentina and Australia. 
Looking at the history—when and why did they come, 
the make-up of the community, numbers over time and 
where they lived. We then examine the role of Jews in 
society, Zionism and the links with Israel. Finally, the 
future of the community and numbers making Aliyah.

The Big Picture
The Jews were always tiny in number as a people group, 
facing waves of persecution and pogroms that stunted 
growth. But when they lost six million plus (Holocaust 
scholars suggest it could be as many as eight million), it 
was a devastating blow from which they have never 
recovered. Not even 80 years later. When Israel was 
founded in May 1948 only 600,000 Jews lived in Israel, 
just 6% of global Jewry. Now nearly half of Jewry lives 
there. The numbers matter. But so does the Jewish 
relationship with the majority in diaspora communities 
since they are always a minority. What is their 
relationship with the host government? Are they 
welcome or tolerated? Do they thrive or struggle? Are 
doors open or closed to them? Do they occupy key 
positions? Culturally, do they become assimilated or 
hold fast to their religion, identity and values? Does 
Jewish life develop or is it a struggle to survive?

Australian Overview
Jews first came to Australia in 1788 as part of the first 
convict ships, thus marking nearly 240 years of 
continuous Australian Jewry. They have always been a 
small community, comprising at best nearly 0.05 % of 
the population. But they have made an enormous 
contribution to Australia. From a small base, the 
numbers have grown enormously augmented by waves 
of new arrivals from various places, rather than 
sustained internal growth.

By Australia’s federation in 1901, there were only about 
15,000 out of a population of five million. Early Jews 
came to Australia primarily via Britain although many 
were born in Europe, particularly in Russia and Poland. 
Until recently, most of the community were Ashkenazi 
Jews. Historic communities were established in Sydney, 
Melbourne, Hobart and Launceston, then Adelaide. 
Much later, Perth and Brisbane were added. Canberra 
has always had a tiny community.

Waves
The Gold rush brought Jews to Victoria. A community 
sprang up in both Ballarat and Bendigo, then 
dispersed. Australian Jews have historically lived in big 
cities rather than rural areas. Another wave came in the 
1920s from Europe escaping poverty and persecution. 
Sadly, it was only those with family connections in 
Australia, a profession and means who could come. But 
in the 1930’s some 9,000 persecuted Central European 
Jews made it into Australia in time. Many didn’t. These 

were primarily German-speaking Jews who 
encountered antisemitism and persecution from 
British colonial-minded Australians who referred to 
them as ‘reffos’, a derogatory term for refugee. Once 
the war began they were classified as ‘aliens’ and 
subject to restrictions. Other ‘aliens’ from Britain and 
other Commonwealth countries joined them. After the 
war many stayed as there was nothing to go back to.

Things changed post-war. Australia was the recipient of 
many holocaust survivors from DP camps in Germany, 
Austria and Italy, one of the largest recipients per 
capita. This wave of 31,000 holocaust survivors had a 
profound impact upon the culture and community. Up 
until that point the community was small and 
struggling, facing emigration rather than thriving. 
These new arrivals were determined to rebuild their 
lives far away from Europe in a new country. Next came 
2,000 arrivals from China who had taken refuge there, 
followed by 2,000 MENA Jews creating a Sephardic 
community. The next biggest wave was South African 
Jewry, some 14,000–15,000 of whom arrived in the 
1980s and subsequently. Around 10,000 Russian Jews 
(FSU Jews) arrived and a further 7,000-plus came from 
Israel. Today the community numbers around 120,000, 
providing critical mass with strong institutions. 

Ethos
Australia has been a place of refuge for Jews for decades. 
They have built a strong community around the notion 
of staying and thriving, by marrying within their 
community and being diverse religiously. Some came by 
choice, but most were grateful for being allowed to live 
in the lucky country. They worked hard and prospered. 
The refugee mentality of earlier generations emphasised 
the importance of Israel as a haven for Jews and drove 
widespread support for building up Israel both financially 
and ensuring strong bipartisan political support. 
Consequently, trade with Israel and aid is significant. The 
current Australian government’s Israel and Jewish stance 
is a major problem and marks a sudden shift in the face 
of declining importance as a community.

Although there was some WW2 discrimination, Jews 
have primarily had free entry into Australian society. 
They have had the freedom to develop their own 
culture and be part of the majority participating freely 
in academic life, the professions, business, clubs, sport, 
art and culture. They have occupied significant roles in 
Australian society from the early 1900s, have been 
extraordinarily successful in business, and have given 
generously to Australian causes, not just within their 
community.

Make-up Today
Melbourne is the largest community (55,000) and 
Sydney (40,000). Melbourne is the more religious and 
Zionist community with a Polish flavour, whilst Sydney 
is more Hungarian culturally having more 
commercially-minded and liberal Jews. In the 1980s 
global Jewry encouraged the building up of the 
Melbourne community. Caulfield is the heart of Jewish 
Melbourne with orthodox and Haredi communities, 
but there is another established community in the 
South-East around St Kilda where the Jewish museum 
is located. Sydney has two hubs—Bondi-area and 
North Sydney near St Ives plus a Russian community 
further north. Perth’s community is dominated by 
former South African Jews and Brisbane’s community 
is growing like Florida, fueled by Jews escaping the cold 
winters of Melbourne and for lifestyle reasons. 
Politically Australian Jews are mostly centre voters.

Governing Bodies
Australian Jewry was modelled on British Jewry and 
falls under the Commonwealth structure even today. 
But things altered rapidly after WW2 with the new 
arrivals. Today the Executive Council of Australian 
Jewry (ECAJ) is the prime voice of Australian Jewry and 
the Zionist Federation of Australia is also strong.

Schooling
Around 50% of Jewish children attend Jewish schools, 
making the school an important community hub and 
one that shapes Jewish life as strong and proudly 
Jewish. The Australian government never built enough 
public schools and so it subsidises schooling costs by 
approximately 30%. Although private, this makes Jewish 
schooling more affordable and necessary in many areas 
reflecting the different flavours of religious life. Many 
Jewish schools are well endowed with generous 
philanthropy providing scholarships and excellent 
facilities. They are regarded as some of the top schools 
in Australia with impressive academic results. Since 
1980s Jewish schools had barriers and armed guards 
outside. Camps and Jewish youth movements are well 
established creating strong links with Israel.

Key Personalities
Interestingly, the first Australian-born Governor 
General Isaac Isaacs (1931-36) was Jewish as was Sir 
Zelman Cowen (1977-82). Sir John Monash was an 
outstanding military commander in WW1 and for 
whom Melbourne’s Monash University is named. Josh 
Frydenburg was a former Treasurer, Michelle Rowland 
current Attorney General and Linda Dessay former 
Victorian Governor. Issi Leibler was an important 
figure in Australian and global Jewry. 

Antisemitism & Aliyah
Until recently antisemitism was minor. The motivation 
for Aliyah had mainly been ideological, often attracting 
young people. More recently, career opportunities in 
Israel’s booming tech environment beckoned as does 
cultural relevance. In 2020, 280 made Aliyah and there 
has been a steady annual rise to 530 in 2024. Since 7 
October, and now after the Bondi massacre, the 
numbers are expected to increase markedly. In 2025 
Aliyah fairs were first held in Sydney and Melbourne.

Jewish Life Beyond Israel
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Ten Million... and Counting
  Joanna Mossn

Rosh Hashanah is the beginning of the 
civil year in Israel. So, at this time the 
Israeli Department of Statistics publishes 
the latest population figures and does a 
breakdown with analysis. This year Israel 
passed the ten million mark in April. But 
2025 marked a milestone in a number of 
ways. There were 7.750 million Jews 
(75.8%) and 2.130 million Arabs (21.5%), 
but this year Israel had the lowest 
growth rate on record at 1% pa, down 
massively down from 1.88% in 2019. 
Emigration was the surprising element.

Global Significance
The ratio of Jews in Israel vs. the 
diaspora continues to increase at almost 
50% up from 6% in 1948. Israel used to 
have a tiny population, but that is no 
longer the case. Once it crossed the ten 
million mark, it went into a different 
category. Israel outgrew some well-
known nations like Hungary and Austria, 
and is closing in on Greece, Azerbaijan, 
UAE, Sweden, Portugal and the Czech 
Republic. The gap with Jordan; sitting at 
11.5 million, is rapidly disappearing.

Crossing Milestones
When the state was declared the 
population was around 806,000 and 
now it sits at over ten million marking a 
12-fold increase in under 80 years, a 
phenomenal achievement. Immigrants 
made up about 3.5 million with more 
than half arriving since 1990 with the 
FSU Jews (mostly Russian and 
Ukrainian) making up a sizeable 
component. Boosted by a sizeable birth 
rate, once the base is augmented, the 
numbers take off and so natural increase 
is the major reason for population 
increase. It is why Israel went from nine 

million in 2019 to ten million in 2025, a 
mere six years.

Breakdown by Groups and 
Factors
Israel is fundamentally different from 
other western countries because; not 
only does it sit above population 
replacement, it sits well above that figure, 
and Jews living in Israel are behaving very 
differently to their diaspora counterparts. 
Suffice to say it is an enigma. Perhaps no 
Western country feels the loss of the 
Holocaust and pogroms more acutely 
than Israel or is just more family-
friendly? Or more optimistic? 

When examining population growth, it 
is important to break it down into key 
components such as the population 
pyramid, child-bearing age distribution, 
age at first birth, social attitudes toward 
children, mortality and life expectancy, 
government support, and migration 
trends. In countries like Israel, further 
breakdown by group is necessary 
because behaviours differ significantly.

Haredim (Ultra-Orthodox)
When Israel was founded Haredim were 
small in number. Their primary 
motivation has been to replace those 
lost in Europe. Whilst the state 
subsidised their families and lifestyle, 
they grew in political power gaining ever 
larger subsidies. It was sustainable, even 
if they lived in poverty.

Currently 6.64 children per woman is 
average, but some families have then or 
more. It is likely that the next 
generation may have fewer children as 
living costs have increased markedly, 
space is a huge issue, more women want 
to work in more demanding jobs and 
have lower childcare responsibilities.

Mazorti (Religious Zionist)  
This ideological group, often found in 
the mountains of Israel, has a strong 
desire to populate the area to reclaim 
the biblical land. They work and build 
communities, not relying on 
government subsidies. Larger houses 
mean families of three to five children 
are normal, hence the four children per 
woman average. The rate has been 
relatively stable over time.

Dati (Traditional)
These are often Mizrahi families living 
in secondary centres; which prior to 
1980’s, may have been larger, but are 
now hovering around three children per 
family. It is both a space and cost issue, 
but where families are the norm.

Secular Jews
This group hovers around the 
replacement limit of 2.1 children, shaped 
by career-focussed women living in 
small Tel Aviv apartments not conducive 
to child rearing. The pace of life, size of 
LGBGT+ community and committed 

singles would lower the average. Secular 
families might have three children, but 
the other segments pull the average 
down.

Moslem (1.840 Million)
Moslem families have been traditionally 
large, but urbanisation and development 
have reduced the number considerably. 
Historically there was a fear that the 
Moslems would outnumber the Jews, 
but the opposite has been the case. The 
only significant exception is the 
Bedouin, who often have multiple wives 
and many families. Statistics are hard to 
collect.

Christians (Arab and Others) 
190,000
The Christians have the lowest 
birthrates in Israel well below 
replacement. They reflect their religious 
counterparts in the west. Sadly many 
Christians leave Israel for Christian 
countries, so the birth rate reflects their 
lack of optimism. 
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The Story of a Family
  Sondra Oster Barasn

International President | CFOIC 
Heartland  

A few months ago, my youngest son and 
his family, wife and four small children, 
moved in with us. They began an 
expansion of their home to 
accommodate their growing family, and 
we were overjoyed that they decided to 
move in with us. They live in the same 
town as we do, Karnei Shomron, but in a 
different neighbourhood. So it was very 
convenient for them to be able to leave 
home amidst all the construction but 
still live so close to home.  

They are still with us for a few more 
weeks and we have loved every minute 
of it. While we have lots more noise in 
our home than usual, when it’s just my 
husband and I, but the noise is the 
joyous tumult of children. What greater 
joy than that! My son and daughter-in-
law both work full-time and the 
children are in school (the youngest in 
day care) so we do have quiet during the 
day. But beginning at 2:30 in the 
afternoon when the first children come 
home, the noise, and the mess, arrive. 
The school bags tossed casually in the 
front hallway, the older ones sprawled 
on the couch watching TV or playing 
guitar with friends. There is always 
someone tossing a basketball outside in 
the yard, in the net we still have up from 
when our kids were small. And there are 
always kids from the neighbourhood 
stopping in to pick someone up or join 
in for a jamming session right here.

Some of you may have had similar 
experiences with your adult children. 
But there is one experience you 
probably have not had—the three 
months when my son was in the IDF 
Reserves. Yehuda was drafted from just 
after Rosh Hashana in late September 
until early in January, right after 
Hanukkah. He missed much of the 
holiday celebrations during this time. 
This was his 5th tour of duty since 7 
October, with a total of 400 days in the 
military.  

Yehuda is also a high-school teacher. He 
met his students for just a few weeks in 
September and then they had a 
substitute teacher for more than three 
months. When he went back to teach, it 
was like starting over again at the 
beginning of the year. It was a challenge 
for him but I am sure it was not easy for 
his students. And his students, as well as 
so many all over the country, have had 
ongoing upheaval since 7 October. And 
that is coming on the heels of the Covid 
crisis with its impact on children all over 
the world!
This time, though, I was able to witness 
first-hand the impact of my son’s 
extended military service on his family. 

Thank God we were there to lend a 
helping hand in a more intensive way 
than before when we were living in 
separate houses.

My daughter-in-law Sapir is truly 
remarkable. She is always cool and 
collected. And she keeps track of so 
many comings and goings. She takes the 
children to school each morning and 
then ferries them to various afternoon 
enrichment programmes that are 
walking distance from their home but 
too far to walk from my house. In 
between she is working at a high school 
about a half-hour drive from here.

Night after night, she is the one feeding 
the children, taking care of the baths for 
the little ones, putting them to bed, 
doing mounds of laundry (did kids 
always generate so much laundry?), 
supervising homework, and making sure 
everyone has a good breakfast and is 
dressed and ready for school each 
morning. My son is usually a full partner 
in all of the housework and childcare, so 
when he is absent, the burden on Sapir 
is enormous. And this is not just for two 
weeks when a husband might be away 
for a work trip in any country. This is for 
hundreds of days over a two year period.  
When I recently asked Sapir how she is 
feeling, she said “tired.”

Israel has never fought such a long-
lasting war. And even though the war is 
supposedly over, the Reservists’ 
experience is still heavily involved with 
war. There is no question, the fighting 
and intense military missions were far 
more concentrated during the first year 
of the war. There is far less tension and 

fear today. And the country has 
generally returned to normal. But the 
families of reservists are still feeling the 
strain as their young and not-so-young 
men are constantly being called up for 
service.

My son spent many months in Gaza. 
After that, he was in Lebanon, then in 
Samaria. Most recently in Syria. There 
are voices around the world speaking of 
the chances for peace between Israel and 
her northern neighbours—Lebanon and 
Syria. But the fact is that Hezbollah is 
continuing to re-arm in Lebanon, and 
Syrian militias are testing the IDF’s level 
of alertness and response. The IDF has 
learned its lessons from 7 October. We 
will no long trust the assurances of 
enemy and ally alike—Israel will ensure 
the safety of Israel. There is no other 
way.

So that means ongoing reserve duty for 
our brave young men. At least 100 days 
of service each year, if not more. Their 
wives are amazing, tough women who 
see their role in the family as their own 
sort of draft for the nation. As they 
soldier on looking after home and 
children, their husbands soldier on 
against our enemies.

Will this ever end? Maybe one day. We 
often speak of a war on multiple fronts 
—the threats coming from Iran, Yemen, 
Gaza, Syria and Lebanon, with ongoing 
terrorist activity threatening us from 
Jordan and Egypt as well. It is these 
threats that occupy our military. But 
there is another front—the front of 
public opinion. And that front may be 
the most significant of the entire war.

It is no secret that antisemitism has 
reared its head in an unprecedented 
manner, not seen since the 1930s in 
Europe. But today’s antisemitism not 
only feeds on traditional antisemitism, 
but is fueled by social media, university 
professors and politicians, in the pay of 
or under the influence of Qatar and 
other Middle Eastern Islamists. The 
narrative that Israel has been starving 
Palestinians in Gaza, holding them 
hostage in tent cities in the midst of 
snow-storms (which don’t exist in 
Gaza!), that Israel is committing 
genocide, are all lies, created, planted 
and nurtured with billions of dollars 
from our worst enemies.  

As long as there are people around the 
world who support the Hamas, 
Hezbollah and Iran narratives, their 
foot-soldiers in Gaza, Lebanon, Syria, 
Yemen and Iran will continue to attack 
Israel. And our reservists will continue 
to serve for months at a time. We are 
willing to serve. We are willing to pay 
the price because we have no choice. 
Our very survival is at stake.

We need you on our side, to serve in a 
very different sort of army—the army of 
public opinion. Recent reports predict 
that Christian Zionism will die out 
because the younger generation is 
influenced by these virulent antisemitic 
narratives. We cannot let that happen.  
When Muslim terrorists attacked Jews 
in Sydney, most Australians were 
horrified. But a disturbing number of 
Australian young people were sharing 
their antisemitic messages on social 
media.  

I am turning to you to help us reach the 
young people who can still be reached, 
who are still horrified by such acts of 
terror. These young people are your 
neighbours, your friends’ children and 
grandchildren. They are the future of 
the free world. They need to hear the 
truth. They need to understand what is 
at stake. When these young people 
reject the evil of antisemitism and 
understand the truth, then our 
reservists will come home.

Share this article and all Zionist material 
with everyone you know. Sign them up 
for the CFOIC Heartland newsletter 
(www.cfoic.com) and for the C4I 
newspaper (www.c4israel.org.nz). It is 
one easy but effective way to join the 
effort. And with God’s help, we will 
prevail. We have no choice!
Sondra Oster Baras is the Founder and International 
President of CFOIC Heartland, representing the 
Jewish communities in Judea and Samaria to 
Christians all over the world.  To support the urgent 
needs of the people of Judea and Samaria, during this 
terrible war, please use the form on the back page and 
select CFOIC (Christian Friends of Israeli 
Communities).  

 Yehuda and Sapir with their four children, home together during his IDF weekend break. | Photo: CFOIC

We need you on our side, to serve in a very 
different sort of army—the army of public 
opinion.
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Holocaust  Survivors

Reunion in Chernihiv
  Anemone Rügern

Project Coordinator | Holocaust Survivors Ukraine  

As the war progresses, the geography of the places we 
can visit with our team in Ukraine is also changing. 
Every day, people fall victim to Russian missiles. We 
constantly have to weigh up which trips are 
responsible and how we can make the most of the 
time we have. Material hardship is growing, the 
loneliness in rural areas is heartbreaking, and the 
hope we can bring with our visits is priceless.

The intense sun shines through the dense foliage of the 
trees on our way through northern Ukraine. Every now 
and then, we pass an old, colourfully painted concrete 
bus stop in Soviet style. A small detour onto an 
alternate road. Only after we have passed it do I realise 
that the road has been hit.

I would have loved to visit Sumy again for the first time 
in a long time. Only once has that been possible so far. 
That was before the war. Since then, the city near the 
Russian border has been virtually inaccessible. In the 
spring, when many believers were on their feet for 
Easter services, Russian missiles struck the city center, 
killing dozens of people. The Jewish community leader 
cried on the phone as she told me about those she 
knew personally.

I am so grateful for our team in Ukraine, for the loyalty 
and courage of each of our staff to be where they are 
needed—and at the same time for our joint decision-
making process of what is sensible and possible. And so 
we decide that we must wait for better times for Sumy. 
But Chernihiv, located a little further west, is feasible. I 
haven’t been there for more than three years either.

Pretty Wooden Houses—Deep Loneliness
The further north you go, the more picturesque the 
villages become, with their traditional wood carvings 
on the wood-paneled huts. We stop in Priluki, Nezhin, 
Koselets. In each of those places we have addresses of 
Holocaust survivors who are even more isolated here 
in the countryside—and even happier about a visit.

Stanislav hurries over to his garden gate, hobbling, and 
invites us into his little house. There is no one else there 
but us. It is quiet, too quiet here. He misses his wife, his 
great love. “I met her on the bus in Odessa, where I was 
studying,” Stanislav recalls. “She was the conductor. I 
accidentally sat in her seat. It turned into a lifelong love.”

This love brought him back to life. He had already lost 
so much. “Dad was at the front throughout the war,” 
Stanislav reports. “He grew up in an orphanage—his 
father was taken away by the Stalinists one day, his 
mother died early. His sister was shot by the Germans 
when she was heavily pregnant.”

Two Wars and a Little Comfort
His mother went into hiding with Stanislav and his 
little brother. “Mom had an acquaintance in the police 
who always informed her when there was a raid. Then 
we had to go into the basement and be very quiet. I 
remember the bombings and everything burning.”
Once, they were surprised by three German soldiers. 
‘“Children,’ they called out. We were very frightened,” 
Stanislav recalls. ‘“Don’t be afraid,’ one of the soldiers 
said. ‘I have three children too. I didn’t want to go to 
the front, but I had to.’ And then he gave me cookies.”
Stanislav’s father, Isay, actually had his birthday at the 
end of April. But he always saved the celebration for 9 
May, Liberation Day.
Isay is Isaiah in Russian. Like the card I brought for 

Stanislav: “Fear not... I have called you by name.”
Two years ago, Stanislav’s older son died. He can’t get 
over it and struggles to hold back his tears. His other 
son lives in Russia—and is therefore out of reach for 
him because of the war.
“Don’t bother with flowers for men, they don’t know 
what to do with them anyway,” I had been advised. But 
Stanislav is so lonely. And he has a small garden. Two 
late tulips are still blooming.
I ask him if he likes flowers. “Yes, very much!” says 
Stanislav. I quickly get the basket of flowers from the 
car. And Stanislav breaks out into a big smile. That 
smile alone made the whole trip worthwhile.

Between Damaged Facades & Street Cafés
The last few days have been quiet in Chernihiv. But I 
don’t sleep much tonight. Although I’ve set my cell 
phone to silent, I wake up three times to air raid sirens. 
You should always ask at the reception desk whether 
there are any military personnel staying at the hotel. 
That can be dangerous. There are informants in every 
war. But in the morning, the sky is clear again before 
we set off. I order another cup of coffee and pray for an 
extra dose of strength.

In the city center, we repeatedly pass administrative 
buildings that have been boarded up with chipboard 
and some of which have already been provisionally 
repaired. The district administration has been 
particularly badly affected. The window openings are 
still blackened from the fire. “That was at the beginning 
of the war, when our city was so badly attacked,” says 
our companion from the Jewish community.

I remember how Vera, the programme manager, told 
me on the phone at the time: “Our city is under siege! 
All the bridges are damaged and occupied; no one can 
get in or out. We go to bed at night not knowing if we 
will wake up in the morning.”

And I remember how Bassya, a Holocaust survivor, said 
to me: “Do you remember the hand-knitted shawl you 
brought me from Germany? I wear it around my 
shoulders all the time. It gives me a feeling of security.”

Apart from the damaged facades, Chernigov is as 
beautiful as I remember—and perhaps a bit more. 
Countless churches that have survived the centuries, 
restaurants and parks and street cafes. And many 
Jewish seniors whom we haven't seen in a long time.

Survived—Then and Now
Seven Holocaust survivors are already waiting for us in 
the restaurant where we invited them. They have 
dressed up and give us a big hug. I am speechless: my 

dear Bassya and my dear Vera, who survived alone with 
her brother as a child, both around 90, have not 
changed at all since my last visit. They are in good shape 
and come to every event, the community leader tells us.

“Many of us survived the war back then because we 
came from mixed families,” says Bassya. In fact, most 
Holocaust survivors here in the north spent the war as 
small children with their non-Jewish relatives in a 
village cellar hideout, while almost all of their 
compatriots in the Odessa area ended up in the ghetto 
or concentration camps. And now they are spending 
their last years as they did their first—at war.

“One of us, Viktor, died at the beginning of the war,” 
says Bassya. “We are all in contact with each other. After 
an attack, I called him. Someone else answered the 
phone and said, ‘Viktor has passed away. His wife and 
daughter had thrown themselves on the floor. They 
survived. Viktor was standing. He was hit by the rocket.’”

Our Most Important Gift: Time
Grigory has brought his disabled son with him; he cares 
for him with great compassion. He also serves as a 
chauffeur for the ladies. He is originally from near 
Vinnytsia. “Back then, Mom thought nothing would 
happen to us. That’s why we stayed. When the Germans 
came, they beat Mom, even though she was Ukrainian. 
Someone betrayed her. She then changed my name and 
showed my new birth certificate. That got her through 
for the time being. Then we built a kind of cave in the 
garden and hid there until the end of the war.”

The group is small enough that we can take time for 
each of the survivors. Including Vera, who remembers 
our first visit with shining eyes; and Alla, who survived 
with her grandparents because her grandfather was a 
respected teacher; and Klara, who as a pretty little girl 
almost disappeared at the German command post to be 
put up for adoption.

“You can’t imagine how much your visits mean to the 
people here!” says Yelena, who has been running the 
Jewish social welfare organisation Hesed in Chernihiv 
since the beginning of the war. “When the war broke 
out, I was in Vinnytsia for a few weeks, managing 
things here from there. When I came back and saw our 
people, we just held hands and cried together. And we 
said to each other: If we survived this, then we still 
have a job to do. So let’s keep going.”

Kindly join us in supporting the many Holocaust 
survivors and Jewish elderly in Ukraine. 

Will you help? Any amount helps.

Sh’vat—Nisan 5786

(Left): Holocaust survivor Stanislav now lives alone. A visit from the C4I team—with Alina and Anemone Rüger—means the world to him. 
(Right): Holocaust survivors in Chernihiv meet regularly for support. C4I’s restaurant invitation is a joyful celebration.
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In this series, we explore how the Lord’s Prayer is 
embedded in contemporary Jewish faith.

“For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.” What is forever and ever?

God is always worthy of all praise. That is a 
fundamental theme throughout the Bible. In the 
Jewish Kaddish prayer (kaddish means 
sanctification), which bears many similarities to the 
Lord’s Prayer, there is the line: “May His great Name 
be blessed for ever and ever.” Psalm 113:2 (KJ21) says: 
“Blessed be the Name of the Lord from this time forth 
and for evermore.” A Jewish explanation adds: ‘from 
this time forth’, that is to say: in the present; and 

‘for evermore’: in the future. And so Daniel says: 
“Blessed be the Name of God for ever and ever” 
(Daniel 2:20, KJ21). Paul writes: “To whom (God) be 
glory forever and ever” (Galatians 1:5). Paul was and 
remained a Jew. He uses the same wording in Greek 
as in the Aramaic Kaddish prayer: “forever and ever.” 
In Greek, the word is aion; in Hebrew and Aramaic, 
it is olam.

The Greek word aion means not only vitality and 
lifespan, but also era or period. In the latter sense, it 
is the translation of the Hebrew word olam. In the 
Hebrew Bible (the OT), olam always means 
eternity. It usually refers to a long period of time. In 
post-biblical Hebrew, it also came to mean ‘world’. 
According to rabbinical interpretation, the word 
olam is related to the verb ‘to hide’. Olam actually 

means ‘that which is hidden’. This is even felt as if 
God is hiding in or behind this world. That 
hiddenness is the essence of everything. The 19th-
century German rabbi SR Hirsch writes that not 
only the future and the past, but even the present 
are essentially hidden from us. And yet, according 
to Ecclesiastes, man is aware of this: “He has also 
set eternity in the human heart, yet no one can 
fathom what God has done from beginning to end” 
(Ecclesiastes 3:11).

The praise with which the Lord’s Prayer concludes 
actually summarises the entire prayer. It is the 
certainty that God’s kingship, His power and His 
glorious presence are forever revealed, on earth as 
in heaven.

  Kameel Majdalin
Director | Teach All Nations Inc.

Antisemitism is the irrational hatred of the Jewish 
people, which can lead to attempts, by word or deed, to 
humiliate, marginalise, and physically harm them.

Anti-Zionism is on the rise, too, and many contend 
that it is not necessarily ‘antisemitic.’ Space is 
inadequate to address this contention, but to say that 
opposition to the existence of the only Jewish state in 
the world has nothing to do with antisemitism would 
be a challenge, to say the least.

While antisemitism can be considered a form of 
racism, it is also uniquely in a category of its own. Its 
uniqueness includes the fact that it is universal or 
global in scope. It is irrational because antisemites may 
have had little or no direct contact with Jews. This 
hatred exists in nations that have no Jews at all. 
Antisemitism can be multi-dimensional: Ethnic, 
religious, political and/or theological in nature.

Its uniqueness comes from its longevity. Antisemitism 
dates back over two millennia to the fifth century BC. A 
bonafide card-carrying antisemite named Haman 
planned to destroy all Jews in the Persian Empire simply 
because one Jew named Mordecai refused to bow when 
he passed by. His nearly successful plot—yet ultimate 
failure—is chronicled in the Bible book called Esther.

The current problem is that Haman may be long gone, 
but the murderous spirit of antisemitism still lives on.

Antisemitism can be found in a variety of sources: far 
left, far right, jihadist, fascist, and communist. Even in 
Christendom—Catholics, Orthodox, and Protestants— 
demonstrated antisemitic thoughts and actions that 
were recorded throughout the centuries. This included 
the great reformer Martin Luther (though perhaps near 
the end of his life when he was not fully functional). It 
has been said historically that antisemitism was far 
greater in Christendom than in the Islamic world. That 
would radically change with the advent of Zionism, the 
nationalist movement to establish a Jewish homeland 
in Palestine.

What is the Source of Antisemitism? 
The great patriarch Abraham was promised by God 
(covenant) to have a ‘seed’ (descendant) who would 
bring universal redemption and blessing. That seed was 
‘Christ’ (Galatians 3:16), and the chain link between 
Him and Father Abraham was the Jewish people. The 
Saviour Himself said that salvation is of the Jews (John 
4:22). Being chosen and anointed by God is wonderful, 
but it is also like painting a target on one’s back for the 
devil to attack. 

Also, in Hebrew the name of God YHWH is contained 
in the name Judah—which means praise, and it is from 

this name that the word ‘Jew’ is derived’ YHWDH 
(Yehudah—best to see this in Hebrew lettering). The 
Jewish people thus have the imprint of God’s name in 
their two genes. And the world hates God!

The human antisemite can be ignorant of these things, 
but the malevolent spiritual forces in the heavenly 
realm are not; they know what the Bible teaches. The 
devil and his demons are 100% antisemitic, and for 
understandable reasons. 

The great salvation that comes from the Jewish 
Messiah, the continued preservation and existence of 
the Jewish people as a testament to the faithfulness of 
God (see Jeremiah 31:35-37), and finally, the indispensable 
role they play in end-time prophecy (Daniel 9:24-27), 
means the devil’s reign is finished, and his end is near. 
Since the devil cannot attack God directly, he attacks 
those who represent Him on earth: Jews and 
Christians. As history comes to the windup, 
persecution will increase. Yet the silver lining is that 
the Lord will regather His people as per Jeremiah 16:14-
16 and 23:7-8, even if He has to use ‘fishers’ and 
‘hunters’ to do it.

Now that we know what the problem is and why it 
exists, let us press into the presence of God, who is 
always the solution. He can turn the deluge into rivers 
of living water (John 4:10; 7:37-39).

Understanding Antisemitism

Sh’vat—Nisan 5786
February—March 2026 | Israel & Christians Today
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In this article we continue our study of 
Romans 11:12-27, in which the image of 
the Jewish people being regrafted back 
into their olive tree is central. 

For the Catholic exegete Norbert 
Baumert, it is undisputed: “For Paul, it is 
clear: Israel retains its primacy in the 
history of salvation and its mission for 
the salvation of all peoples.” We, who 
were once called ‘non-people’ and 
‘uncircumcised,’ have become ‘close’ in 
the Messiah Yeshua. Through Him, we 
have received the civil rights of Israel, 
the politeia tou Israel, ‘Israeli citizenship,’ 
and have thus become natives and 
participants in the covenant of promise 
(Ephesians 2:11-13).

With the image of the natural branches 
that were broken off from the noble 
olive tree, the apostle shattered any false 
security of salvation on the Jewish side. 
Not all who come from Israel are 
automatically Israelites (Romans 9:6). 
“God can raise up children to Abraham 
from these stones,” John the Baptist had 
already countered to his Jewish 
contemporaries, who had relied on the 
fact that “we have Abraham as our father” 
(Matthew 3:9). 

Paul knew: “A Jew is not one who is 
outwardly so, nor is circumcision that 
which is outward in the flesh; but a Jew is 
one who is inwardly so, and that is the 
circumcision of the heart, which is in the 
spirit and not in the letter” (Romans 2:28).

The word ‘standing’ in Romans 11:20 
contrasts with ‘falling.’ “You stand firm 
through faith,” Paul emphasises. “Those 
who stand by faith stand by divine grace, 
not by their own merit,” emphasises 
Friedrich Adolph Philippi, quoting the 
Pietist father Johann Albrecht Bengel: 
“The relationship of faith with the 
heavenly Father is a gift from God that 
no one can earn through good deeds.”

This applies to the Jewish people. God’s 
promises of salvation to Israel are not a 
guarantee of salvation for every 
individual Jew who can prove his/her 
Jewish ancestry or demonstrate a Jewish 
lifestyle. This applies all the more to 
non-Jews. By comparing the wild 
branches with the natural branches, the 
apostle opposes any false assurance of 
salvation or spiritual arrogance on the 
part of the Gentile Christian community.

“If God did not spare the natural branches, 
he will not spare you either” (verse 21). 

If it was possible for the natural 
branches to be broken off from their 
natural foundation because of their 
unbelief, how much easier can the 
branches grafted in contrary to nature 
be broken off again? Therefore: “Do not 
be proud, but be afraid!” (verse 20). 

Believers from Gentile nations should 
not despise the Jewish people. When 
they understand the situation of the 
chosen people from God’s perspective, 
they begin to tremble for themselves.

A few years before Paul, Jesus had used a 
similar image with a comparable 
intention: “I am the true vine, my Father is 
the vinedresser! Every branch in me that 
does not bear fruit, he will take away.” 

Jesus explained to his disciples that 
“Every branch that bears fruit he prunes, 
that it may bear more fruit,” and 
therefore urged them, “Remain in me, 
and I will remain in you!” For “whoever 
remains in me and I in him will bear 
much fruit.” 

However, like Paul, the Lord also knew 
the other side of the coin: “If you do not 
remain in me, you are like a branch that is 
thrown away and withers, and people 
gather them and throw them into the fire, 
and they must burn” (John 15:1-8).

True faith includes fear. A fear that is 
healing. A fear that relies exclusively on 
God and His sovereign grace and claims 
nothing based on one’s own 
achievements: the fear of God . 
“Absolute, unconditional promises that 
guarantee salvation to Gentiles or Jews, 
regardless of how they live,” writes the 
Reformed US theologian William 
Hendriksen, “exist only in human 

imagination, but not in Holy Scripture.” 

“Faith sustains in fear,” recognised Adolf 
Schlatter, “because I stand by faith, I do 
not stand by myself, but solely by what 
God gives me.” According to Klaus 
Wengst, this is about “reverence for the 
actions of God, in the face of which 
arrogance would be extremely 
inappropriate.”

“But those who do not continue in unbelief 
will be grafted in. For God is able to graft 
them back in. For if you were cut out of an 
olive tree which is wild by nature, and 
grafted contrary to nature into a 
cultivated olive tree, how much more will 
the natural branches be grafted into their 
own olive tree?” (Romans 11:23).

The Messianic Jew Joseph Shulam 
rightly observes that Israel stands on 
firmer ground than we non-Jews. While 
Gentile Christians stand only ‘by faith,’ 
Jewish Christians are additionally rooted 
in ‘God’s gifts and calling.’

In fact, Paul repeatedly implies a 
permanent difference between Jews and 
Gentiles, a permanent privilege of the 
Jewish people in comparison to all other 
nations, even with regard to 
justification. 

While the “wild olive branches” were 
“grafted into the cultivated olive tree 
contrary to nature (para physin),” the 
branches of the cultivated olive tree will 
be “grafted into their own olive tree 
according to nature (kata physin)” (verse 
24). That is, the justification of Israel is 
‘natural,’ self-evident, while the salvation 
of the Gentiles is extraordinary, 
‘contrary to nature.’

So God saves the Jewish people because 
He has committed himself to do so. The 
God of Israel, on the other hand, turns 
to the Gentile nations without any 
obligation, out of pure grace, sola gratia.

The Olive Tree Continues

The Golden Gate and Christian cemetery, Mount of Olives, Jerusalem, Israel. | Photo: Shutterstock

30 Misconceptions 
about Israel 
Book review by Mandy Worby

Over the past two years, I’ve been 
asked to comment on countless social 
media clips promoting outrageous 
conspiracy theories about the Jewish 
state and the Jewish people. These 
claims have circulated for millennia 
and been repeatedly debunked. In 
2026, the accusations are the same— 
they’re just dressed in new clothes.

Did you know there are only 15.7 
million Jews worldwide, out of a global 
population of 8.2 billion? That’s just 
0.19%—less than one-fifth of one 
percent. To make up even 1%, the 
Jewish population would need to 
reach 80 million.

Yet, despite their tiny, minuscule 
numbers, they are accused of 
controlling all the banks, economies of 
the world, foreign governments, media 
outlets, and schools and institutions of 
higher learning. If that were true, they 
would have nothing but positive news 
coverage, they would never be 
boycotted. Every government on earth 
would vote in their favour, universities 
and colleges would host ‘Jewish love-
ins’, and the economies of the world 
would be thriving, not failing. 

So with a great deal of enthusiasm, I 
recommend to you a truly important 
and timely book that will help educate 
and equip you to debunk many false 
accusations about Israel and the Jewish 
people, and the ongoing shockingly 
long-lasting conflict between Israel and 
the Palestinians. 

Rev Oscar Lohuis wrote 30 
Misconceptions About Israel for the 
express purpose of bringing truth and 
light into the dark, and dangerous lies 
spreading around the world yet again, 
as the entire world seems determined 
to delegitimise and demonise the only 
Jewish state on earth. 

Examples of chapter titles in 30 
Misconceptions About Israel are, Israeli 
occupies the territory of another 
country; The State of Israel represents a 
form of Colonialism; We should support 
Jews but not the State of Israel; Jews are 
not allowed to live in the West Bank; 
Israel oppresses the Palestinians and 
Israel’s army has no morals.

Each chapter is succinct and to the 
point, explaining with incredible 
clarity the facts regarding the conflict 
and accusations leveled against Israel. 
There are also extensive end notes 
with references to the sources used. 

I highly recommend 30 Misconceptions 
About Israel to help you give a response 
and defence against the lies and libels 
directed against the Jewish State. 

Recommended
Reading
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True solidarity requires resisting the impulse 
to neutralise Jewish particularity. It means 
naming Jewish identity, faith, and Jewish 
peoplehood fully, even when inconvenient.
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The Code of the Exodus
After completing the reading of the 
personal family sagas of Genesis, 
synagogues around the world have now 
transitioned, at this time of year, to the 
national epic of the Exodus. The book of 
Exodus begins with the story of a people 
who have fallen from the heights of 
Egyptian nobility into the depths of 
state-sanctioned slavery. Yet, beneath 
this harrowing narrative lies a secret 
whispered on a deathbed from 
generations earlier: a ‘classified phrase’ 
intended to serve as a beacon of hope 
for a nation of captives.

On his deathbed, Joseph makes a 
startling declaration to his brothers: “I 
am dying. But God will surely attend 
(pakod yiod) to you, and bring you up 
from this land” (Genesis 50:24).

With the brothers being extremely 
vulnerable, Joseph’s words could have 
been rooted in mere diplomacy. He 
might have leaned on his own status to 
soothe their fears, saying: “I have secured 
your safety through my position; I will 
appoint a successor to look after you, and 
when the politics are right, I will arrange 
for your return home.” Instead, Joseph 
bypasses human strategy entirely. He 
frames their stay in Egypt as a 
supernatural timeline governed not by 
the whim of Pharaohs, but by one 
specific word: Pakad.

To understand this choice, we must look 
back to the first ‘impossible’ moment of 
the Covenant. The root P-K-D can mean 
to count, assign, or deposit, but its first 
appearance in the Torah is foundational: 
“And the Eternal attended (pakad) to 
Sarah as He had said...” (Genesis 21:1). In 
this context, Pakad describes an 
intimate turning of God’s gaze toward 
those He has promised to remember.

By using this same root, Joseph 
reminded his brothers that their national 
birth would mirror their ancestral birth. 
In both instances, redemption is birthed 
directly into the heart of human 
impossibility. Just as a womb beyond 
years cannot produce life, a nation of 
slaves cannot break the back of an 
empire. Joseph frames their future as a 
supernatural delivery— proving that the 
Covenant thrives exactly where human 
agency ends.

Fast forward to Exodus. God appears to 
Moses at the burning bush and hands 
him the ‘secret password’ to give to the 
elders: “Say to them... ‘I have surely 
attended (pakod, pakadeti) to you...’” 
(Exodus 3:16). When the Israelites heard 
this code, they believed and bowed their 
heads in awe. They recognised the echo 
of Joseph’s promise and Sarah’s miracle.

Between the pakad of Sarah and the 
pakad of Moses, there were centuries of 
struggle. Yet, the promise remained 
active. God’s silence is not His absence; 
it’s the space where the supernatural 
timeline unfolds at the perfect pace.

Biblical Roots
By David Nekrutman

  Kees de Vreugdn
Theologian | Christians for Israel 
International & Editor | Israel & the 
Church

Purim celebrates the deliverance of the 
Jewish people from the evil Haman, 
who, out of personal resentment, 
devised a plan to destroy the entire 
nation. The story is told in the ‘Esther 
Scroll’ (the traditional Hebrew name for 
the biblical Book of Esther) and takes 
place in the Persian Empire, about five 
centuries before Christ. 

It is a story that exemplifies the fate of 
the Jews among the nations. Time and 
again, the Jewish people have been 
threatened in their existence. From Egypt 
at the time of the pharaoh— which led to 
Israel becoming a nation— to the 
cowardly attack by Amalek in the desert, 
to the pogroms in ancient times, the 
Middle Ages and modern times, 
culminating in the Shoah and ultimately 
the Amalekite attack on 7 October 2023, 
the mere existence of the people of Israel 
has always provoked hostility. All kinds of 
motives play a role in this, motives that 
already appear in the Book of Esther and 
recur throughout history, including today. 

The motive that Haman presents to the 
Persian king Ahasuerus for destroying 
the Jews is telling: “There is a certain 
people dispersed among the peoples in all 
the provinces of your kingdom, who keep 
themselves separate. Their laws are 
different from those of all peoples, and they 
do not obey the king’s laws; it is not in the 
king’s best interest to tolerate them’ (Esther 
3:8). Subsequently, a law is enacted with the 
order to destroy, kill and annihilate all the 
Jews” (Esther 3:13). Around the same time, 

Daniel receives his visions (e.g. Daniel 11), 
which speak in veiled language about, 
among other things, the coming attack 
by Antiochus IV Epiphanes on Jewish life 
and Jewish identity; a deliberate and 
purposeful attempt to completely 
Hellenise or exterminate Israel. 

In fact, it is always about Israel’s identity 
as God’s people that the world resents. 
Israel serves the one, invisible God, who 
cannot be depicted, and observes laws 
and rules that are completely different 
from what is common sense in the 
surrounding culture: election and Torah 
make Israel different. 

This is evident in Mordecai, who refuses 
to bow down to Haman. The Jew bows 
down only to the one God. The attitude 
of that one Jew is reason enough for 

Haman to exterminate the entire people. 

This is another recurring motif. Even 
today, Jews worldwide are judged by the 
actions of the state of Israel. And it does 
not matter whether they associate 
themselves with it or not. 

Persia, where the Jewish people were 
threatened with destruction at the time 
of Esther, is today’s Iran. And even now, 
there is a regime in power there that is 
hostile to Israel. But the Iranian people 
feel differently about this. The Iranian 
writer Atti Bahadori, who lives in the 
Netherlands, recently visited Israel and 
told a Dutch newspaper (De Telegraaf, 
Thursday 8 January) that she was 
surprised and moved by the welcome she 
received: “I have never been hugged so 
many times.” The Jews and the Iranian 
people are fighting the same battle, she 
says. It is the battle against Islamism. “For 
me, it is terrible to see how Europe is 
abandoning the Jews for a second time.”

In the story of Esther, the masks come 
off: evil is exposed, and Esther’s identity 
as a Jewish woman is revealed. Today, 
the opposite seems to be the order of the 
day. Israel, fighting for its existence, is 
portrayed on international stages and 
social media as the ultimate evil, while 
Western leaders bow to a power that 
threatens not only Israel and Christians 
worldwide, but also every other 
dissenting way of life. When will the 
scales fall from the eyes of world leaders? 

When the tide turns in the story of 
Esther, many join the Jews (Esther 8:17). 
Israel is a blessing to the world. Despite 
hatred and hostility, Israel blesses the 
world for example with technological 
developments and first aid in disasters. 
But above all, Israel’s existence reminds 
us of God. In doing so, it presents the 
community of nations with the choice of 
serving God or rejecting God’s blessing.

“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine 
on you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn His face toward 

you and give you peace.”
Numbers 6:24-26
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What the Lord says to Moses here is quite remarkable. It is nothing less than 
God connecting His Name with Israel: “So they will put My Name on the 

Israelites, and I will bless them,” it says in verse 27.

The Lord does not remain at a distance, merely watching how the children of 
Israel fare. Instead, He descents in their midst. First and foremost, this means 

profound protection. God Himself is like a shield over His people.

This also sets Israel apart. Other nations may ask for God’s blessing, and the 
Lord may grant it, but here the initiative comes from God Himself. This 

blessing is not merely requested; it is commanded to place God’s blessing—and 
His Name—upon the people of Israel.

A People Among the Nations

People have fun on the holiday of Purim. | Photo: Shutterstock
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...and now will I return to fight with the prince of Persia: 
and when I am gone forth, lo, the prince of Grecia shall 
come. Daniel 10:17 (KJV)

In Part One (August 2025), we were introduced to the 
unique and consequential nation known as Iran. More 
than a nation, Persia/Iran is a civilisation, language, 
and empire, providing location, leadership and an 
important place in Biblical history and end-time 
prophecy. In Part Two, we look at Iran, the Islamic 
Republic, with a little bit of history.

Iran Update
At the time of writing this article, there is an uprising 
against the clerical regime, which is getting little 
attention from the international media. This is because 
the regime has closed down the internet, so the Iranian 
people cannot communicate with the outside world. In 
other words, a complete media blackout. While uprisings 
are not new to Iran—the last one was in 2022. This one 
could go further and faster in toppling the government.

Normally, the ruling regime pushes back ruthlessly, 
and hundreds of protesters die. World governments 
watch and lament, but take no action. This time, there 
are unconfirmed reports of thousands killed. US 
President Donald Trump has threatened military 
action if the Mullahs don’t stop killing the people.

One of the key reasons previous revolts have failed in the 
past is because of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC). Completely independent from the regular 
military and the police, the IRGC is devoted to the 
leadership and ideals of the Iranian Islamic Revolution. 
Their loyalty, tenacity, and ferocity make them 
formidable. They hold the balance of power; whoever 
they side with wins. Supreme Leader Ali Khomeini is 
looking to them for complete support. However, there is 
no guarantee that some IRGC members won’t defect if 
the revolt drags on, or more unarmed Iranians are killed.

Why are Iranians now rising in revolt? One grievance is 
the economic collapse with hyperinflation; grocery 
prices have doubled. Reasons for a bad economy 
include the cost of the Twelve Day War with Israel in 
2025, the effect of American and EU sanctions, 
corruption, and economic mismanagement of the 
command economy, investing billions in funding 
military proxies such as Hezbollah, the Houthis, 
Hamas, and trillions of dollars of financial maleficence.

Perhaps the biggest problem is that Iran is running out 
of water. Lack of rain and poor water management are 
the reasons. Tehran’s reservoirs are only 15% full. There 
is talk of evacuating the capital before it runs out of 
water.

The birth of the Islamic Republic of Iran in 1979 was 
seen as a repudiation of the 2,500-year-old Persian 
monarchy. The Shah fled in disgrace and was not 
welcomed anywhere, especially in Iran. Mentioning 
him favourably could bring serious repercussions. 
Now, the exiled crown prince Reza Pahlavi, son of the 
last Shah, has been communicating with his homeland, 
and the response has been favourable. In what would 
have been unthinkable a few weeks ago, there have 
been chants of ‘Long live the Shah.’ The question: Will 

this rebellion succeed where others failed? Are the 
Iranians ready to trade in a republic and return to a 
monarchy? Some signs to watch: the IRGC breaks 
ranks, the Supreme Leader Ali Khameini flees into exile 
to Moscow, or the water runs out in Tehran.

The Islamic Revolution of 1979
While the history of the Persian monarchy is rich and 
deep, our focus is on its demise in 1979. Until then, as 
mentioned, Iran was a Western-leaning secular society. 
Along with secular Muslim Turkey, Iran had diplomatic 
relations and direct flights to the Jewish state.

The Shah of Iran lived a lavish lifestyle. For the 2,500th 
anniversary of the Iranian monarchy, he hosted the 
party of the millennium and no cost was spared. This 
all changed with the coming of the Islamic Revolution.

Growing public disenchantment with the Shah of 
Iran’s autocratic rule opened the door for revolt. In a 
sense, the Iranian revolution was a Persian precursor of 
the 2011 Arab Spring, where long-term secular 
autocratic regimes were overthrown, and Islamic-based 
entities have been replacing them. The revolution was 
led by Ruhollah Musavi Khomeini, known to the world 
as the ‘Ayatollah Khomeini’ (1902-1989). 

Much mystery surrounds the life of Khomeini, but 
sources tell us he was pious, studious, and politically 
active. Along with Islamic studies, he also studied 
Aristotle and Plato. Some say he wanted to make Iran a 
republic like Plato’s model, though an Islamic version.

One unconfirmed source says that Khomeini, as a 
young cleric in the 1940s or earlier, would preach 
among the Iranian theological colleges that, due to the 
backslidden condition of the Muslims, Allah would 
allow the Jews to take over Palestine as punishment. 
No other Muslim theologian had dared say such a 
thing. Once the Muslims entered into ‘revival’ and 
100% commitment to Islam, then their fortunes would 
change, and both Jerusalem and Palestine would revert 

1to Muslim rule.

Public discontent over the monarchy was so great that 
the Shah and his family flew out of Iran, never to 
return. Shortly thereafter, Khomeini triumphantly 
arrived in Iran after fourteen years of exile. It was then, 
in February 1979, that he quickly replaced the 2,500-
year-old monarchy with the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The centrepiece of this ‘Islamic Plato’s Republic’ was 
the doctrine of ‘vilayat e faqih’ or the ‘rule of the clerics.’ 
Iran has a constitution that was approved by a 
referendum. In addition, the Islamic Republic holds 
regular elections for the parliament and the president. 
Yet under vilayet e faqih, enshrined in the Iranian 
constitution, it is the unelected clerics who have the 
real power, particularly the Supreme Leader, who is the 
apex of power. The Supreme Leader is the head of the 
armed forces, the head of the judiciary, appoints the 
Guardian Council, and holds the lofty title of ‘Imam.’ 
The ‘Imam’ in Shia Islam is the head of the Muslims, 
the true successor of Islam’s prophet Muhammad, one 
invested with divine authority to interpret Islamic law. 
Khomeini became the ‘Supreme Leader’ of Iran on 3 
December 1979, and continued to serve in that capacity 
until his death on 3 June 1989.

The values that undergird the Islamic Republic in 

Khomeini’s day still apply today:

1. Shia Islam is the one true religion.
2. The Supreme Leader is Allah’s agent of interpreting 
Islamic law and must not be questioned. Thus creating 
an unaccountable, anti-democratic, authoritarian 
regime.
3. Nuclear power is Iran’s undeniable right.
4. America and Israel are the ‘great Satan’ and ‘little 

2Satan.’

Khomeini’s global notoriety grew quickly once he 
gained power. He was the patron of those students 
who occupied the US embassy and held the American 
hostages captive for 444 days. Khomeini ordered the 
execution of thousands of political prisoners. The Iran-
Iraq War of 1980-1988, though started by Saddam 
Hussein, was prolonged by probably six years because 
of Khomeini’s refusal to stop fighting. It is estimated 
that a million people died in this conflict. Just before 
he died, he issued a fatwa calling for the murder of 
British-Indian author Salman Rushdie, who wrote The 
Satanic Verses. Khomeini said this book was 
blasphemous. The fact that he cut across national and 
international law to impose his own law only 
heightened his controversial ways on the eve of his 
death.

Though feared and vilified, Khomeini was 
unquestionably one of the most influential people of 
the twentieth century (so was Mao Zedong, Joseph 
Stalin, and a few others). He succeeded in 
overthrowing the 2,500-year-old Persian monarchy. 
Khomeini became the face of ‘The Islamic Revival,’ ‘The 
Islamic Revolution,’ and, for many, even Islam itself. 
Posters of Khomeini can be found in diverse places like 

3Lebanon and Indonesia.  Though the top leader of the 
minority Shia, he gained the respect (and fear) of many 
Sunni Muslims. In our next article, we will look at the 
topics: Are the Shia on the rise?
1 This author has tried to find additional sources to this claim, but so far, 
without success. Nevertheless, it is worth considering, though as of yet 
unsubstantiated.
2 These points were taken by Elam Ministries Prayer Guide.
3 This author has personally seen these posters!

Ayatollah Khomeini. | Photo: Adobe Stock

Prince of Persia—Queen of Persia: 
The Islamic Republic
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Last Witnesses, 
Living Memory

In April 2026, on Yom HaShoah, 
Holocaust survivors will once again 
lead the March of the Living, walking 
alongside thousands of students from 
around the world in a powerful act of 
remembrance. As the 81st anniversary 
of the liberation of Europe from Nazi 
Germany approaches, the march 
carries heightened urgency—this may 
be the final opportunity for many 
young participants to walk with 
survivors. With each passing year, the 
number of living witnesses to the 
Holocaust grows smaller. Their 
presence transforms history into lived 
memory, underscoring lessons of 
resilience, dignity, and moral 
responsibility. In the shadow of 7 
October and a global surge in 
antisemitism, the March of the Living 
stands as a defiant reminder: 
remembrance is not only about 
honouring the past, but about 
safeguarding the future. | Photo: Flash90

Otto Frank’s 
Daughter Dies at 96
Eva Schloss-Geiringer, a Holocaust 
survivor adopted by Anne Frank’s 
father, Otto Frank, has died in London 
at 96, the Anne Frank Foundation 
announced. Otto Frank adopted her in 
1953 after marrying her mother, Fritzi; 
Schloss-Geiringer had lived near the 
Franks in Amsterdam before the Nazi 
occupation. Only a month older than 
Anne Frank, she knew her from the 
same neighbourhood. Schloss-
Geiringer authored books about her 
survival and spoke widely against 
antisemitism.

Rare Menorah 
Pendant Unearthed
Israeli archaeologists have uncovered a 
rare 1,300-year-old lead pendant 
decorated with a menorah near the 
southwestern corner of the Temple 
Mount in Jerusalem. Found north of 
the City of David, the late Byzantine 
pendant bears identical seven-
branched menorahs on both sides, 
with only one other known worldwide. 
Researchers believe it was worn by a 
Jewish pilgrim visiting Jerusalem 
despite a ban, offering a glimpse into 
Jewish devotion during that period.

Short News

  Edda Fogarollon
Historian | President | Christians for Israel Italy

“France is our Israel,
Her mountains are our Zion,
Her rivers are our Jordan,
Let us drink the water of these springs;
It is the water of freedom.”
(Letter from an emancipated Jew)
Cronique de Paris, 1791

Jewish Emancipation in Western Europe
After many centuries of segregation and confinement in ghettos 
(ghetto-isation), French Jews entered a new era in the wake of 
the French Revolution of 1789: they were afforded the same 
rights as other citizens in a social and legal process known as 
emancipation, which soon spread throughout Western Europe.

Jewish emancipation occurred between the late 18th century 
and the first half of the 19th century. During this period, Jews 
in Western Europe could enjoy equal civil and political rights. 
They could also access universities, achieve prestigious and 
government positions, purchase goods of all and choose where 
to live since, as a letter of the time claims, France was now their 
Israel. The achievement of a milestone was the result of a long 
series of discussions during Europe’s Enlightenment period. In 
fact, according to Enlightenment thought, emancipation of the 
Jews was necessary to guarantee homogeneity within a secular 
state, which could not be diverse and united if different groups 
with different legal conditions existed.

The Situation of Jews in Eastern Europe
However, while the Jews in Western Europe were living in a 
new historical era, the Jewish people of Eastern Europe were 
still subject to poverty and oppression: the antisemitism 
initiated by the Russian clergy triggered a mass hatred among 
the lower classes. The Jews had to accept heavy obligations 
and acts of violence, such as that of ten-year-old children 
being snatched from their parents to serve as soldiers. 

Only during the reign of Tsar Alexander II, who launched a 
plan to modernise the country, did the life conditions of the 
Jews start to improve: military service was reduced to five 
years and they were also allowed a certain freedom of 
movement and access to some schools. All this tragically 
ended with the murder of the Tsar in 1881 when a new wave of 
intense hatred hit the Jewish communities once again.

Pogroms and Mass Violence Against Jews
Following the assassination of Tsar Alexander II in St 
Petersburg on 13 March 1881, for which the Jews were held 
responsible, the hatred of the Russian people towards them 
escalated into a real form of persecution, which culminated in 
a series of collective massacres, known as ‘pogroms’: hundreds 
of Jews were killed, women and children slaughtered and 
houses burnt down. The pogroms continued into the 20th 
century, reaching alarming proportions and giving rise to the 
figure of Pogromscki, the professional instigator of pogroms. 
In fact, the numerous local massacres of Jews in Russia that 
took place between 1881 and 1920 were not random or 
spontaneous popular upheavals: they required much 
preparation, meticulous organisation and, above all, intensive 
propaganda. Sometimes this task was carried out by the police 
or even by private citizens, especially unscrupulous journalists, 
who used their journals to spread antisemitism.

The three-day long pogrom that broke out in Elisavetgrad on 
15 April 1881 was uncontrollable and its violence could only be 
soothed by the intervention of the armed forces. Riots also 
took place in other cities during the same month: Kishenov, 

Yalta and Znamenka. This wave of death and destruction even 
reached Odessa in early May. It is estimated that a further 200 
cities and villages witnessed similar riots during this first year. 
Thousands of people were deprived of their houses and goods. 

The Russian press described the pogroms as spontaneous 
revolts that were justified by the local people who were ‘long 
forced to endure the Jewish presence’. The request made by the 
Jews to punish the instigators of these revolts was described by 
the press as an insult to the Russian people. The Russian 
government did not intervene: this lack of critique and 
indifference towards such violence and destruction gave 
grounds to suspect that the government itself had tacitly 
approved such manifestations. 

It was the first time in twentieth-century Europe that the Jews 
had to face antisemitism, not just as a form of regular 
discomfort or a phenomenon produced by a specific incident, 
but as an immediate threat to their lives and a manifestation 
of mass persecution. This led to an unprecedented crisis in the 
modern history of the Jews.

Leon Pinsker and the Call for Jewish Self-
Emancipation
It was in this period of persecutions that Leon Pinsker (1821-
1891), a Jewish doctor and loyal subject of the Tsar, became 
resentful and disillusioned after realising that, despite all 
efforts, Russification was unachievable for the Jews. As he 
expressed in his pamphlet ‘Auto-Emancipation’ (1882), Pinsker 
was aware that a wave of hatred would always hit him and his 
people, as it had already occurred in the past and during his 
time: “Insulted, robbed, plundered and dishonoured, we do not 
dare to defend ourselves and, what is worse, is that all this is 
accepted as almost natural… One day you discover that you are 
considered as foreigners, and 
a ferocious crowd will remind 
you that, after all, you are 
only vagabonds and parasites 
to which the law does not 
offer any protection… forever 
exposed to a mental 
disorder… for which no 
therapy exists: antisemitism.”
The Jewish doctor 
understood that the only 
salvation for the Jews was 
to dwell in their own Land. 
Reunion in a fatherland 
would be the solution and 
would also instil common 
awareness of being a nation 
once again with a unifying 
language. 
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Expulsion of the Jews from Kiev (1881) | Photos: Wikimedia Commons

Leon Pinsker (1821-1891)
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While many Israelis are searching for 
meaning and connection after the 
trauma of 7 October 2023, there is also 
mistrust of the state and institutions, 
despite personal and communal 
reconstruction efforts.
Since his return after nearly 500 days of 
captivity in Gaza, Sagui Dekel-Chen has 
not only resumed his life; he has 
‘devoured’ it, according to his father 
Jonathan. Sagui Dekel-Chen, father of 
three children, was kidnapped by Hamas 
terrorists from Kibbutz Nir Oz on 7 
October 2023, and held captive in Gaza 
until February 2025. Since his release, he 
has devoted himself entirely to reviving 
the mobile supermarket he founded 
several years ago with his wife Avital. 
This supermarket, Colombus, supplies 
remote communities with food. At the 
same time, he is getting to know his 
youngest daughter, who was born while 
he was in captivity, reestablished contact 
with his two older daughters, and 
started several creative projects. All this 
is happening while he is recovering from 
a serious physical injury that has left one 
of his arms temporarily paralysed. 
Sagui Dekel-Chen’s community in 
Kibbutz Nir Oz, on the other hand, is 
still far from recovered, says historian 
Jonathan Dekel-Chen, who himself 
survived the 7 October massacre. 
Although the damaged buildings in Nir 
Oz are being physically rebuilt, most 
residents do not want to return. They 
plan to move about 80 kilometres to the 
northeast, to Kibbutz Beit Nir.

Reconstruction of Tkuma
The contrast between the family’s 
reconstruction and their inability to 
participate in the reconstruction of their 
kibbutz reflects a broader divide: that 
between personal and spiritual 
reconstruction after 7 October, and the 
indelible scars and damage left by the 
massacre in the affected communities— 
and possibly in Israeli society as a whole. 
Physical reconstruction is easier to 
quantify. Of the 47 villages, towns, and 
localities in the Tkuma region near Gaza 
affected by the attack, only five remain 
uninhabited. The combined population 
of approximately 6,200 people is 
currently staying in temporary housing, 
awaiting return after renovations, or 
permanent relocation. 

Remarkably, the population of the 
Tkuma region—a name chosen after 7 
October that means ‘revival’—has actually 
grown since the attack. According to an 
annual report from the Tkuma region, 
the number of residents grew from 
62,000 to 65,000. The available budget of 
approximately NZD $9.4 billion is 
earmarked not only for repairs, but also 

for the large-scale reconstruction of an 
area. Hamas damaged 2,603 buildings. Of 
these, 525, spread across 23 locations, 
were completely destroyed.

Of the 1,200 people killed on 7 October, 
nearly 530 lived in the Tkuma region— 
almost 1% of the local population. The 
region has 288 orphans, and nearly half of 
the 250 people abducted by Hamas were 
local residents. In recent months, Hamas 
has returned all living hostages to Israel, 
as well as the bodies of all hostages who 
were killed in captivity. The return of the 
hostages has helped to heal the trauma in 
a society where many said healing would 
be impossible without them.

Need for Connection
These developments were part of a 
ceasefire brokered by US President 
Donald Trump. The Israeli army 
controls about half of the Gaza Strip, 
while preparations are being made for 
an international force to replace Hamas 
in the other half. The ceasefire also gave 
the Israeli economy a boost. Last month, 
the OECD (Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development) 
predicted growth of 3.3% in 2025, rising 
to 4.9% in 2026 and 4.6% in 2027. 

In addition to economic growth, there is 
also another, more difficult to measure 
development: spiritual growth. According 
to film director and cultural researcher 
Sigalit Banai, this growth is clearly visible 
to many Israelis who follow developments 
within society. She said this in an 
interview on 11 October with Kan11.

Banai, a secular mother, said she was 
surprised to learn that her 15-year-old 
daughter, a student at an arts high school 
in Tel Aviv, had been reciting slichot for 
weeks: prayers for forgiveness normally 
uttered only by devout Jews in the run-
up to Yom Kippur. When Banai asked her 
daughter why she was doing this, she 
replied, “We are a generation of thirsty 
souls.” She explained that the quote 
came from the young singer Ben Tzur, 
whose hit song extols the benefits of 
combining a modern lifestyle with Jewish 
traditions. Intrigued, Banai accompanied 
her daughter to a popular synagogue in 
Tel Aviv ‘filled with teenagers,’ a rare 
sight in religious communities and even 
rarer in secular Tel Aviv. “What I saw was 
not a return to religion as people of our 
age know it. It was something new, 
something I didn’t yet recognise.” 
Teenagers her daughter’s age, Banai said, 
“have gone through two years of terrible 
war with the fears that came with it, and 
that creates a tremendous need for 
connection and closeness to God.”

Drawn Closer to Judaism
One of the most prominent figures 
embodying this trend is Iris Haim, the 
mother of Yotam Haim (29). Yotam was 

accidentally killed by Israeli forces in the 
winter of 2024, along with two other 
Israelis, after they escaped from Hamas 
captivity and were mistaken for 
terrorists by soldiers clearing the area. In 
a recent interview, Iris Haim—formerly 
secular—looked back on her emotional 
journey. Since her son’s abduction, she 
was initially ‘unrelentingly optimistic’ 
that Yotam would return alive. “After his 
death, I spent the first year telling the 
story of my son, who died heroically 
during a daring escape.”

After that initial period of mourning, “my 
life became a roller coaster, with highs 
from good things happening and lows 
from loss. Later, I began to tell myself a 
story about connecting with my Judaism. 
I was very far from it, but now I have 
come very close.” Haim has since become 
an activist for initiatives that seek to 
reduce political polarisation in Israeli 
society. In 2024, she accompanied PM 
Netanyahu on a state visit to the United 
States. At the same time, other relatives of 
hostages accused Netanyahu of being 
primarily responsible for the massacre and 
of undermining democracy. Haim 
defended Netanyahu against these 
accusations and criticised the army 
leadership for failing to prevent the attack. 

At the same time, she harbours no 
resentment toward the soldier who 
killed her son. That soldier visited her 
home during the shiva, the seven days of 
mourning after Yotam’s death. “My 
feelings were complex, but I wasn’t 
angry at that soldier. I get angry when I 
talk to the highest-ranking officer and 
get vague answers.” She recently met the 
mother of the soldier who shot her son, 
who thanked her for telling her son not 
to blame him for Yotam’s death.

Remaining Confident
“After Yotam’s death, I lost all hope, but 

then hope returned. Not to see Yotam 
again, but to see the people of Israel rise 
from this tragedy with a strengthened 
spirit.” She told the Israeli newspaper 
Maariv: “Israelis should look at the path 
we took until we got our own state.” She 
was referring to the 1947-1949 War of 
Independence, the deadliest war in 
Israel’s history, with more than 6,000 
deaths—about one percent of the 
population at the time. That war is often 
compared to the war that broke out on 7 
October 2023, because of its unusually 
long duration and the combination of 
stunning successes and painful defeats 
and concessions, including the 
withdrawal from Samaria and East 
Jerusalem.

Historian Jonathan Dekel-Chen 
acknowledges that the Zionist project 
has endured and even grown despite 
losses greater than those of 7 October. 
But, he added, “on that day, there was a 
catastrophic failure, both militarily and 
politically, which left many Israelis 
feeling that the unwritten contract 
between citizens and government had 
been violated. As a result, someone like 
me, who has led a patriotic, hyper-
Zionist life since my arrival in Israel in 
1981, has experienced a huge breach of 
trust—something unusual compared to 
everything that preceded it, even 
compared to the War of Independence.”

In her lectures, Iris Haim recommends 
“staying away from places that cause us 
fear, loss of clarity, and loss of trust in 
people and the state.” She repeated a 
metaphor that became popular during 
the Yom Kippur War of 1973, when the 
Israeli Air Force suffered heavy losses. In 
that metaphor, each downed aircraft 
was like a string snapping in a giant 
harp, but the melody being played could 
not and must not be interrupted.

Spiritual Revival Versus Mistrust

Former Israeli hostage Sagui Dekel-Chen and his wife at a memorial service at kibbutz Nir Oz, where 
65 kibbutz members were murdered or taken captive by Hamas on 7 October. | Photo: Flash90
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In the lobby of a hotel in Jerusalem, I 
meet ‘the pastor of Bethlehem’, Reverend 
Naim Khoury, and his charming wife 
Elvira. When they arrive, they look tired. 
It is not only their age— both are well 
into their seventies—nor merely the 
difficult journey from Bethlehem to 
Jerusalem. It is difficult to be a Christian 
in Bethlehem, and it shows.
Once we find a place to sit, I ask Naim 
how long he has served as a pastor in 
Bethlehem. “Forty-eight years,” he 
replies, and immediately begins to tell 
me how it all started. “The Lord spoke to 
me! I come from an ancient lineage; our 
family has lived in the Bethlehem area 
for centuries. Almost all of them are 
Greek Orthodox; many of my uncles 
were priests. But I couldn’t believe that 
we are saved by Mary, whom they call 
the mother of God, and by the saints, 
and by baptism alone. God showed me 
that we only have life through the 
precious blood of Jesus.” As he speaks, 
all his fatigue seems to vanish.

Tell Your Own People!
I ask him how the church started in 
Bethlehem. Naim explains: “We started 
with church services in an apartment. 
My wife and I visited five thousand 
people. We knocked on doors, spoke 
about Jesus, listened to their concerns, 

shared their grief, and prayed with 
them. And that is how the church 
started. That was the second miracle of 
Bethlehem.” He continues: “I wanted to 
read the Old Testament. I had never 
read it before. People believed it was a 
Jewish book, something from the past, 
and that it was not for us. I searched for 
six months for an Old Testament, and 
when I found it, I started reading it. I 
read about God’s prophecies and His 
eternal covenant with Israel. And then 
the Holy Spirit said, ‘Tell people’. And I 
did. People were shocked and walked 
away, and I was called a Zionist and a 
traitor.” A moment of silence follows, as 
if we too need to be reminded that Jesus 
is a Jew, born in Judea, in Israel, and that 
this truth must never be forgotten.

God Provides for Everything
“Those years were not all difficult, Naim 
says. “Most people in Bethlehem were 
Christians, even if they thought 
differently from us. The mayor was a 
Christian, and treated us favourably. I 
was even sent to the funeral of the 
mother of King Hussein of Jordan, 
where I spoke about the gospel. He was 
a man of dignity and honour. But 
everything changed. Hamas rose to 
power and took control. There is no 
freedom of religion in Islam. Now we 
have a church building, but it is 
surrounded by barbed wire. I have 

survived attacks. Yet the Lord provides 
for everything, even now.”

When I bring up the war, Naim’s 
shoulders sink. He looks at the ground 
as he speaks of churches abroad that 
suddenly stopped their support, without 
explanation. He talks about growing 
poverty, because the border with Israel 
is closed and the Palestinian Authority 
rewards terrorists but does nothing else. 
“But with God’s help, we will continue, 
and prayer is a great power.” 

Then Elvira speaks up. It is clear that her 
heart is especially with the children. She 
tells me about Iranian rockets that fell 
during the summer camps. “We don’t 
have any shelters here. The children 
crawled towards me. There were two 
hundred of us. I pointed to the sky and 
told them not to be afraid. If our house 
here is destroyed and we die, we have a 
home in heaven where Jesus is waiting 
for us. We must be ready to meet Him.  
And they calmed down.” Naim nods: 
“Many wonderful things are happening. 
This morning there was a Bible study 
with a hundred people. People are 
coming to faith. They see that the faith 
and love of Jesus truly changes lives.”

He is Very Close
I notice that the holy fire has returned in 
Naim’s eyes. “God’s Word is being 
fulfilled,” he says. “Gaza is burning, just 
as the prophet Zephaniah said. And 

darkness covers the earth. But I also see 
the beginning of Isaiah 19, the road 
between Damascus, Jerusalem, and 
Egypt. Jesus is very close! I have never 
felt this way before.”

In the church of Naim and Elvira 
Khoury in Bethlehem, they already see 
the light of the coming of Jesus, the King 
of the Jews and the Saviour of the world.

“The Lord Spoke to Me”

To support Rev Naim and Elvira Khoury 
in Bethlehem, please complete the 
donation coupon on the back page 

(select Arab Christians). 
Will you help? 

Any amount helps.

Comforting the Last Survivors
  Christians for Israeln

Thousands of Holocaust survivors in 
Israel live with the physical, emotional, 
and social consequences of their 
traumatic past. Organisation Amigour 
plays a vital role in their lives, offering 
not only affordable and safe housing, 
but also personal guidance, social 
activities, and a close-knit community. 
This gives the survivors the peace they 
deserve at this stage of their lives.

A Warm Home
Spread across 57 residential centres 
throughout Israel, Amigour provides a 
warm home to approximately 7,500 
vulnerable elderly people. Among them 
are many Holocaust survivors who 
would otherwise be unable to afford 
their own living space. But Amigour 
does more than just provide a roof over 
their heads. Social activities, cultural 
programmes, and personal care turn 
these homes into true communities. 
Singing, dancing, and shared 
celebrations are a regular part of life. 
These activities keep the elderly active, 
while also offering a therapeutic effect. 

Many of the last generation of 
Holocaust survivors never really had a 
childhood. Having fun together allows 
them, even briefly, to experience what 
they were once denied—the freedom 
to simply be children again.

Boris has been part of the Amigour 
family for 25 years. He arrived in Israel 
in 1991, immediately after the fall of 
the Soviet Union. Although he has no 
family in Israel, thanks to Amigour he 
does not feel lonely: “I am surrounded 
by love and companionship here,” he 
says. Last summer, Boris celebrated his 
90th birthday. At his advanced age, he 
is still a shining example of vitality. 
With his trusty walker, Boris enjoys 
daily walks through the corridors and 
often participates in the cultural 
activities and classes that are offered by 
Amigour. 

Boris is known for his gentleness, his 
ever-present smile, and a characteristic 
saying that melts every heart: “When I 
see you, everything is fine.” 

Holocaust Survivors in Israel
Of the 250,000 Holocaust survivors 

still alive today, about half live in Israel. 
The city with the most Holocaust 
survivors is Haifa, followed by 
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. 25% of 
Holocaust survivors in Israel live in 
poverty. An even higher percentage 
depend on financial assistance to make 
ends meet.

“Comfort, comfort My people,” God 
urges us in Isaiah 40:1. By supporting 

Amigour and other organisations 
dedicated to Holocaust survivors, we 
help turn these words into action.

Boris (90) is surrounded by love and companionship. | Photo: Amigour

Please help us bring comfort the 
Holocaust survivors in Israel. 

Complete the coupon on the back 
of this newspaper. 

Your support means
so much.

Rev Naim and Elvira Khoury in front of their 
church in Bethlehem. | Photo: Walid Sababa
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YES! I Want to Support Christians for Israel

Thank you for supporting Christians for Israel. If you are donating via online banking for the first time, ‘thank you!’, please don’t forget to put your name as the reference. If you receive the paper via 
a group or church and you are not on our database, please give us a call or email us so we can allocate a supporter number to you. It saves administration time if we have all the details and allocate 
your donation correctly. Note: Donation statements are generated annually at the end of the financial year. Christians for Israel NZ does not currently qualify for charitable status. 

CHRISTIANS FOR ISRAEL NZ MINISTRY DONATION  
o My donation for ministry costs, print & post $...................
o thinc. (countering anti-Israel ‘lawfare’) $....................
o Speak Up (funding for speakers) $....................
ALIYAH - BRING THE JEWS HOME 
o Aliyah - Ethiopia $....................
o One person (Ukraine) - $300 $....................
o One family (Ukraine) (5 people) - $1250 $..................... 
o One bus (Ukraine) (25 people) - $6250 $.....................
o First Home in the Homeland - $765 $....................
o Bnei Menashe (India) (1 person) - $1460 $....................
SOCIAL WELFARE PROJECTS 
o Meals on Wheels - $10 each $....................
o Food Parcels in Ukraine - $26 each $....................
o Children at Risk - Jaffa Institute $....................
o Hineni Soup Kitchen - $15 per meal $....................
o Holocaust Survivors  $....................
o Christian Friends of Israeli Communities (CFOIC) $....................
o Arab Christians (First Baptist Church in Bethlehem)  $......................
o For Zion’s Sake $....................
o Israel Alzheimer’s Centre $.................... 
    TOTAL DONATION $....................

ESSENTIAL RESOURCES     QTY  PRICE                                                                                   
o NEW: Christians for Israel 18-month Calendar Jan 2026–Jun 2027 ............. $35.00
o NEW: Zionism at the Ends of the Earth by Sheree Trotter  ............. $40.00
o NEW: 3D Wooden Map of Israel Puzzle ............. $350.00
o BUNDLE DEAL: C4I Calendar & Cookbook  .............  $49.95
o Israel’s Land and People in History and Prophecy by Dr Simon Smelt ............. $25.00
o Behold He Comes by Willem JJ Glashouwer   .............. $25.00
o Christians for Israel NZ Israeli & Friends Cookbook  .............. $24.95
o Two States for Two Peoples? Book (Full version) ............. $19.95
o Two States for Two Peoples? Booklet (Condensed version) ............. $10.00
o Why Israel? (Book) by Willem JJ Glashouwer $20.00 ............. $10.00
o Why Jerusalem? (Book) by Willem JJ Glashouwer $20.00 ............. $10.00 

o Why End Times? (Book) by Willem JJ Glashouwer $20.00 ............. $10.00
o Land Without Borders. Book .............  $10.00
o Living a Life in Victory by Willem JJ Glashouwer   $10.00..............
o Until—Fourteen Prophetic Horizons by Willem JJ Glashouwer  $10.00..............
o Why is it So Difficult for Jews to Believe in Jesus by Cornelis Kant  $10.00..............
o Israel: Covenants & Kingdom by Willem JJ Glashouwer  $10.00..............
                                Please add $8.40 for postage & packaging (or $14.10 for rural postage)   $..............                
    TOTAL  $............. 

Check out our website for a full list of essential resources. NB: Supporter Numbers located on address label of this newspaper. Feb—Mar 2026 | Israel & Christians Today

COMPLETE FORM & POST OR EMAIL TO:
Christians for Israel New Zealand
PO Box 12006, Penrose, Auckland 1642. 
Tel: 09 525 7564 or 021 127 7214

Internet Banking: Bank Acc: 03 0166 0834515 000
Ref: Please use your name and donation purpose
Please confirm by emailing info@c4israel.org.nz

Name: ___________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

__________________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________

Email: _____________________________________

Supporter Number (if known) _____________________

Exp Date
The 3 digits of the reverse 

of your credit card.

Card No

Visa Mastercard

*CVC

Credit Card:

NEW ZEALAND

Name on card:

Cardholder’s signature:

  Renske Lankmann
Christians for Israel Netherlands

It has been almost four years since Russia invaded 
Ukraine. Although negotiations between the two 
countries have been ongoing, an end to the war does 
not yet seem to be in sight. We spoke with Koen and 
Ira Carlier, our C4I field workers about the impact of 
the war on their lives and ministry.

What impact has the war had on your lives?
Ira: “I never imagined I would live in a country at war. I 
often read in the Bible that there would be wars, but I 
always thought they would happen somewhere else. 
Then one morning we woke to gunfire and explosions 
and realised the war was here. The first few days were 
chaotic and frightening, yet we decided to stay in 
Ukraine to help the Jewish community.
For safety reasons, we had to send our children to 
Belgium—the hardest decision for me. I remember 
hugging them at the border, not knowing when I 
would see them again. I will never forget the fear on 
my eight-year-old daughter’s face as she walked away 
with a crowd of refugees, leaving us behind.”
Koen Carlier: “That moment is also etched in my 
memory. It was very emotional. As far as our work in 
Ukraine for Christians for Israel was concerned, we 
were well prepared. We had a shelter, a large generator, 
a kitchen, a medical center, thousands of kilos of food, 

and fuel for our vans. Still, when the war broke out, I 
knew that our work was entering a completely 
different phase.”

What gives you strength and hope at this moment?
Ira: “In these difficult times, people are desperately 
searching for hope, trust, and peace. Some place their 
hope in Trump, others in Europe, NATO, or heavy 
weapons, forgetting that our trust and hope must be 
placed in God.

What motivates you to continue working for Christians 
for Israel despite the challenges of war?
Ira: “My main motivation is that I have a calling to 
serve the Almighty. We are living in extraordinary 
times, involved in very special work for Israel and the 
Jewish people, and seeing prophecy fulfilled with our 
own eyes.

Amidst all the uncertainty, the support we provide to 
people immigrating to Israel and to the Jewish 
community—whether it’s transportation, food parcels, 
or other needs—is a real lifeline. It touches lives and 
gives a sense of hope. I think that in these dark days, we 
see God’s hand and His miracles more than ever.”

Koen (fifth from left) with a group of Jewish immigrants 
leaving for Israel. | Photos: C4I Ukraine

In Ukraine, we support essential projects like 
Bring the Jews Home and Food Parcels Ukraine. 

Your help allows us to continue supporting Jewish 
communities across Ukraine.

The Ongoing War in Ukraine
“Our Trust and Hope are in God”

Ira hands out food parcels for the Jewish community in Tsjernikov. 

Sh’vat—Nisan 5786
February—March 2026 | Israel & Christians Today
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