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The Fourth Gaza War

B Yochanan Visser

Christians for Israel Correspondent | Israel

The Fourth Gaza War is now more than ten days old.
Fighting continues unabated with Hamas continuing to
pummel Israel with its rockets and the IDF conducting
an extensive campaign against Hamas’ military
infrastructure and its underground tunnel city. There’s
much speculation about an imminent cease-fire but both
sides deny that this could be the case anytime soon.

The war started effectively after Israel refused to
withdraw its security forces from the Temple Mount and
re-open the Damascus Gate Square in Jerusalem. The
square was closed after violent riots that lasted for days.

On Monday morning, 10 May 2021, Palestinian Arabs
again violently clashed with Israeli security forces and
during the skirmishes, at least 395 of them were injured.
Hamas leaders reportedly watched the video footage of
this bloody riot and then issued an ultimatum to Israel.
Israel had to withdraw its security forces from the

Human Rights Watch
Accuses Israel of War Crimes

Temple Mount without further delay. However, the
government in Jerusalem refused because it doesn’t take
ultimatums from Hamas and considers itself the
legitimate power in Jerusalem.

The Iranian-backed Sunni terror organisation then
launched rockets at Jerusalem which triggered a harsh
Israeli response. In the ensuing hours, the Israeli air force
(LAF) started to bomb some Hamas facilities in Gaza. The
Palestinian terror organisations in the coastal strip shot
at least 200 rockets at southern Israel.

The Fourth Gaza War had begun, but this one would
differ from the previous three ones.

First of all, Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad appeared
to be in possession of ultra-modern weaponry and used
different tactics than they did in the past.

For example, the two terror groups launched rockets in
salvos, a tactic that apparently was meant to ‘mislead’ the
Iron Dome anti-missile shield. Indeed, Iron Dome proved
to be far less effective than in the previous wars between
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Israel and the Gaza-based terror groups. There were
many direct hits in several Israeli cities, causing the death
of at least ten people. Another number of rockets landed
in parks, roads, and other places in these cities.

Another new tactic used by the two terror groups was
inciting the Arab Israeli population, resulting in massive
and very violent protests against the Israeli security
forces and numerous brutal attacks on Jewish Israelis or
Jewish property.

Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu recognised what
was going on and told the public that Israel was “fighting
on two fronts”.

Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (P1]) also introduced
new weapons such as a kamikaze drone. This unmanned
aerial vehicle can carry a payload that explodes when it
hits its target. The Israeli military intercepted one at the
beginning of the war.

Continued on page 14
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Human Rights Watch
Accuses Israel of War Crimes

B Andrew Tucker

International Editor | Christians for Israel

On 27 April, Human Rights Watch (HRW)
released its report entitled A Threshold
Crossed - Israeli Authorities and the Crimes
of Apartheid and Persecution. It is a 213-
page litany of accusations and complaints.
1t portrays the Jewish State of Israel as an
inherent apartheid state whose sole
purpose is to persecute the Palestinians.
According to HRW, Israel is guilty of
crimes against humanity - apartheid and
persecution. All Israeli laws showing
preference to Jews must be abolished.
Israel’s leaders should be prosecuted by
the International Criminal Court, and
Israel should be subject to international
condemnation, isolation and sanctions.

What clearly most offends the writers of
this report is that Israel dares to be a Jewish
State - a homeland for the Jewish people.
How dare the Jews claim a homeland of
their own? How dare the Jews be Jews?

The report comes as no surprise. For
decades, since the 1970’s the claim that
‘Zionism = Racism’ has remained etched
in the minds of many who refuse to
accept the existence of the Jewish people.
The Palestinian leadership has made an
art form of rejectionism. Endless missed
opportunities. It’s always Israel’s fault.

Like many of its predecessors, which have
relegated to the dustbin of history, this
report is full of black-and-white
generalisations, one-sided assertions, and a
broad smattering of blatant falsifications.
But this reflects more the growing modern
trend that divides history into ‘victims’ and
‘perpetrators’, claims all suffering must be
the fault of the other, and demands justice.

There is not one word even suggesting the
slightest possibility that the Palestinians
themselves, or their brothers and sisters in
the Arab world, share responsibility for
their dire situation. Nothing about the
Holocaust, the Grand Mulfti’s alliance with
Hitler, the 1948 attack on Israel by the Arab

Israel

Human Right Watch has long been a leader of the coalition of numerous powerful NGOs targeting Israel.
| Photo: Shutterstock

states, the subsequent attempts to
exterminate the Jewish State, the intifada’s

or Arafat’s rejection of Barak’s offer in 2000.

Tragically, the report also ignores the
many examples of Jewish/Arab
cooperation in Israel, the Arab Israeli’s
who work hard to make Israel a success,
and those Palestinians who do not blame
Israel for their sufferings.

Israeli-based NGO Monitor issued a
detailed analysis of the HRW report. It
concludes that: “HRW’s text is part of a
renewed NGO push over the past 18-

months, attaching the term ‘apartheid’ to

discourse on Israel. Capitalising on their
breakthrough in the International
Criminal Court (ICC), the NGO network
seeks to reinforce political narratives in
contrast to credible factual presentation
and legal analysis. In a broader context,
this report is another move in the
decades-long series of obsessive attacks
against Israel and its legitimacy as the
nation-state of the Jewish people. The
organisation has again demonstrated the

accuracy of founder Robert Bernstein’s
condemnation, in the New York Times, of
HRW for ‘issuing reports on the Israeli-

Arab conflict that are helping those who
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wish to turn Israel into a pariah state.

Germany was very quick to express its
rejection of the report. German
government spokesman Steffen Seibert
said that the international human rights
watchdog’s assumption that “Israel is
committing the international law crime of
apartheid is explicitly not endorsed by the
federal government. We don’t think that
is a correct assessment.”

Joshua Block wrote in Jerusalem Post: “To
get a sense of HRW’s disturbing anti-Israel
bias, consider this: over the past five years,
the NGO has authored seven special
reports on Israel. In comparison, the
organisation published none condemning
North Korea, one of the worst criminal
regimes in the world; and only three
reports addressed the human rights
violations of the repressive, theocratic
regime in Iran.

Israel & the Nations
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By C4l Prayer Team

Pray for the reduction and easing of the unrest in Israel and
Jewish-Arab tensions and violence. Pray for the people of
Gaza, that they’ll be freed from the terror regime of
Hamas and PlJ, that they will be spared unnecessary harm.

Pray for Israel’s protection against rocket attacks from
Gaza. In recent years relatively quiet periods alternate with
periods of heavy fire. Pray that the attacks will cease
completely and that Israel will be protected.

Pray for the Israeli government. Pray that after the
elections, a good coalition government will be formed that
will govern the country resolutely in the coming three
years. Pray that personal interests will be set aside and that
all attention and efforts will be for the national interest.
Also, pray that politicians will put their trust in God.

“Judah will be inhabited forever and Jerusalem through
all generations” (Joel 3:20). On 10 May, Israel celebrated
Yom Yerushalayim (Jerusalem Day). On this day, Israel
commemorates the reunification of Jerusalem in 1967
and the establishment of Israel control over the Old
City. Give thanks that this extraordinary event took
place and pray for the peace of Jerusalem.

Israel, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and
Bahrain have discussed expanding cooperation in facing
common enemies. All four believe a nuclear Iran would
be a major threat. The remarks came following an article
by World Jewish Congress president Ron Lauder in Arab
News calling for a ‘NATO of the Middle East.’ Pray for a
continuous blessing for Israel with alliances and
friendships that keep her safe.

Apparently, many anti-Semitic images are being sent
over WhatsApp, especially in young people’s WhatsApp
groups, such as school classes or sports teams. Pray that
there will be a greater awareness among young people
of the suffering caused by jokes about the Holocaust
and that this will stop.

Christians for Israel

Please pray for the Aliyah field workers of Christians for
Israel in Ukraine. They often have to do their work in
exhausting and dangerous circumstances. Pray also for
the distribution of food parcels to the Jewish
communities throughout Ukraine.

For daily Prayer Points, go to our website www.cgisrael.org.nz
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Ramifications if US Return to
2015 Nuclear Agreement

m Efraim Inbar &
Eran Lerman

By ignoring Israel’s views on an issue
critical to its security, Washington will
cast a dark shadow over its status as a
key ally in the Middle East.

The United States is keen to return to the
2015 nuclear deal with Iran and is likely to
do so even though Iran is playing hard to
get. (This assumes that Ayatollah Ali
Khameini indeed wants to renew the
accord, to obtain sanctions relief).

The Biden administration’s declared
intention of reaching a “better and longer-
lasting” follow-on agreement with Iran
(focused on more effective inspections,
Iran’s regional mischief and ballistic
missiles) will be null and void if Iranian
demands for full sanctions relief are met.
Such a concession would leave the United
States without any real leverage on Iran.

Iran will certainly attempt to obtain an
American commitment to preventing
Israeli attacks against it in line with the
Western commitment in the 2015 accord
not to sabotage Iran’s nuclear facilities.
Thus far, Washington has refrained from
publicly criticising Israel for its alleged
attacks on Iranian targets. But if
Washington agrees with Iran on a return
to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), Israel will be put in a difficult
position. Does it continue covert action
aimed at slowing the Iranian nuclear
project against the wishes of the Biden
administration? And if covert operations
exhaust themselves, will Israel risk
conflict with the United States by directly
attacking Iranian nuclear facilities?

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu with President Joe Biden. | Photo: Flashgo

United States. The Biden administration
clearly is less committed to the Abraham
Accords than its predecessor. The seeds of
a Saudi Arabia-Iran dialogue, brokered by
Irag, are already evident.

There also are question marks about the
future of ties between Israel and
Azerbaijan, a country in which Israel has
important strategic assets. However, Baku
is growing closer to Ankara, and this
could lead Azerbaijan to adopt a less
friendly approach towards Israel,
especially if Washington disregards
Jerusalem.

Such a weakening of Israel’s strategic
status, alongside the Biden
administration’s friendlier approach to

Israel should be prepared to defend itself
against Iranian missile attacks from
Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and Yemen.

Even if the lifting of sanctions gives the
Iranian economy only a gradual boost,
Tehran’s position in the Middle East will
be significantly strengthened. Its
aggressive behaviour across the region
will intensify—as it did after the 2015
accord was signed.

Worst of all, an American return to the
2015 agreement in defiance of Israel’s
concerns on an issue that is vital to its
security will cast a dark shadow over
Israel’s status as a key American ally in the
Middle East. And it would be wrong to
assume that any ‘compensation’ offered to
Israel by the United States will include
armaments that will improve Israel’s
attack capability against Iranian nuclear
facilities.

Under these circumstances, Israel’s
entente with the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia may intensify.
On the other hand, it also is possible that
the Gulf Arabs will bandwagon with Iran
when they see America withdrawing from
the region and Israel’s hands tied by the

the Palestinians, may increase the latter’s
demands on Israel. This could be
accompanied by Palestinian violence.

In the face of these worrying trends, the
following matters should be uppermost in
Israel’s mind:

« Israel must unapologetically explain its
diplomatic and security stance and equip
its friends with clear talking points—that
areturn to the 2015 agreement is not only
a threat to Israel but will shorten the time
for an Iran nuclear breakout and
precipitate nuclear-weapons proliferation
across the Mideast, including in Turkey,
Saudi Arabia and Egypt; a danger to the
entire world.

 Itisvital to preserve Israel’s freedom of
action. A resolute Israeli position, backed
by action against the Iranian nuclear
project that threatens to cause nuclear
proliferation throughout the Middle East,
will strengthen the Abraham Accords and
prevent Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states
from moving closer to Iran. Speaking out
loudly in opposition to the renewal of the

JCPOA is an element in maintaining
Israel’s freedom of action and deterrent
ability. It is important to do so now in
real-time.

 Jerusalem needs to prepare for
heightened tensions with Washington
and attempt to temper this through
diplomatic efforts in Congress, in the
Jewish community and with friendly
groups in the United States. Israel’s stance
against the nuclear agreement still can
receive considerable sympathy in the
United States.

 ltis critical that these messages be
conveyed by senior professional echelons,
without partisan political
messaging—Israeli or American. Even if
there are disagreements with the Biden
administration, the possibility of a U.S.-
Israel rift must be avoided.

« Israel should be prepared to defend
itself against Iranian missile attacks from
Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and Yemen.

« Iran wants to surround Israel with
missile bases. In this context, Jordan is
likely to be a target for Iranian subversion.
Strategically, Jordan is Israel’s ‘soft
underbelly. Therefore, Jerusalem must do
what it can to help maintain the stability
of the Jordan.

Indeed, it will take a great deal of
sophistication and skill to overcome the
difficult situation in which Israel finds
itself.

Professor Efraim Inbar is president of the Jerusalem
Institute for Strategy and Security. He was the founding
director of the Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies
and a professor of political studies at Bar-llan
University. He has been a visiting professor at
Georgetown, Johns Hopkins and Boston universities.

IDF Col. (res) Dr Lerman is vice president of the
Jerusalem Institute for Strategy and Security. Lerman
was deputy director for foreign policy and international
affairs at the National Security Council in the Israeli
Prime Minister’s Office. He held senior posts in IDF
Military Intelligence for more than 20 years and teaches
in the Middle East Studies programme at Shalem
College in Jerusalem.

This article was first published by the Jerusalem Institute
for Strategy and Security.

Short News

Corona and Israel

The Corona crisis in Israel seems to be
on its way out now. So much so that
Israel again allows travelling to the
country under certain conditions.
People outside on the streets do not
have to wear mouth masks anymore,
and many amenities like shops and
restaurants are reopened. | Photo: Flashgo

#JeSuisSarah

In April, a social media campaign was
launched demanding justice for Sarah
Halimi. Halimi, an Orthodox Jewish
woman in her sixties, died in 2017 after
being pushed out of the window of her
Paris apartment by neighbour Kobili
Traore, who shouted: ‘Alluha Akbar’ (God
is great in Arabic). Recently France’s
highest court decided that the murderer
of Sarah Halimi cannot stand trial
because he was too high on marijuana to
be criminally responsible for his actions.
Thousands of protesters, many of them
Jewish, gathered in Paris to demand
justice for Halimi. The rally was the first
time in decades that a large number of
French Jews gathered to protest against
organs or actions of the French state. The
Combat Antisemitism Movement
launched a social media campaign, using
#JusticeForSarah and #)eSuisSarah
hashtags, aimed at showing solidarity
with Halimi’s family and France’s Jewish
community. In the wake of the ruling,
French President Emanuel Macron
expressed support for the country’s
Jewish community and its efforts to bring
Halimi’s killer to trial. He said he would
seek a change to laws to prevent

such a case from happening again.

Politics and the
Auschwitz-Birkenau
Museum

Three members of the advisory board of
the Auschwitz-Birkenau Museum have
resigned because of disagreement about
the imposed appointment by the minister
of Culture of a Polish Government
politician in the advisory board of the
museum. They fear that the history of
Auschwitz-Birkenau becomes a stake in
governmental political patriotism. The
minister believes that the resignation of
the three members ‘threatens to
politicise the discussion about the most
important museum concerning
martyrdom in Poland. | Photo: Flashgo
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A New

H Ariel Ben Solomon

Jewish News Syndicate

Israel remains in a political deadlock as both right-wing,
and left-wing blocs remain unable to form parliamentary
majorities and cannot find formulas to create a unity
government. The situation is creating an opportunity for
Arab parties, which have never previously joined any
Israeli government, to solve the impasse by throwing
their mandates behind one of the blocs.

In particular, the United Arab List, known in Israel by its
Hebrew acronym Ra’am, has signalled its willingness to
break from long-held political tradition and sit alongside
its Jewish counterparts within a coalition. Ra’am party
chairman Mansour Abbas has entered into negotiations
with both blocs, seeking to extract substantial political
returns in exchange for the party’s four seats.

Yet opposition—particularly among right-wing Jewish
parties—over the Ra'am Party’s still-radical ideology may
ultimately prevent the political branch of Israel’s Islamic
movement from becoming a political ‘kingmaker.

Rodayna Badir, an expert on Arab society in Israel, warns
that Abbas’s willingness to sit with his Jewish Knesset
colleagues is not an ideological shift towards religious
coexistence but a rather shrewd political tactic to
increase its influence, particularly among more than a
million Arab voters.

The Islamic movement has its roots within the Muslim
Brotherhood. Ra’am’s sister organisation in the Gaza Strip
is the Hamas movement. While Hamas utilises violent
tactics to achieve its political goals, Ra'am represents a
much smaller subsection of society within Israeli society,
severely limiting its ability to advance a political agenda.

Badir noted that it is consistent with the history of the
southern branch of the Islamic movement to try and
reach understandings with the Israeli government, despite
the movement’s radical Muslim Brotherhood roots.

She said that remaining outside of the government has
prevented significant portions of Israel’s large
governmental budget from reaching the Arab sector for
many years. Entering the government and receiving
special budget allocations for the Arab sector “would only
strengthen their power in Arab society,” Badir told JNS.

As far as Arab voters are concerned, many seek additional
funds to address growing violence and crime within their
communities and improved housing and infrastructure.

The S

m Arsen Ostrovsky

A brief summary of the facts and chronology of the
dispute over the Jerusalem neighbourhood.

The case of Sheikh Jarrah is a complex and long-running
legal matter, subject to competing property claims by
Jewish owners and Palestinian tenants over a small area of
land in Jerusalem. The affair also incorporates the area’s
religious significance and spans a history dating back to
the pre-1948 British mandate era. The case has been
subject to legal proceedings since 1972 and is currently
before Israel’s Supreme Court, where a final decision is
expected in the next month.

This particular case has garnered unprecedented
attention in the wake of the recent Human Rights
Watch (HRW) report accusing Israel of engaging in
‘apartheid’ practices, the International Criminal Court
(ICC) investigation of alleged Israeli war crimes and a
concerted campaign by the pro-Palestinian BDS and
NGO network, as well as the Palestinian leadership, to

A Power Struggle over who
will Lead Israeli Arabs
Before the most recent
election—Israel’s fourth in just
two years—Ra’am broke away
from a larger Joint List of Arab
parties. The breakaway paid off
for Abbas when Ra’'am barely
crossed over the Knesset’s
minimum vote threshold. Now
the Knesset has two separate
Arab parties, and Abbas can
potentially be a political
kingmaker even as other Arab
Knesset members prefer to
remain in the opposition.

“The history of the Islamic

movement shows that it is not

used to receiving instructions or being No. 2,”
assessed Badir. As for the Joint List, “Ra’am was second in
power after the Communist Hadash Party, so a power
struggle ensued over who will lead the Israeli Arabs.”

By entering the government and receiving a special
budget for the Arab sector, “this would only strengthen
their power in Arab society,” she added. “The Islamic
movement always moves on two equal axes: what the
Arab public wants and preservation of its power as an
organisation.”

Hamas in the Gaza Strip is a more radical Muslim
Brotherhood offshoot that regularly uses violence to
achieve its goals. In other countries, including inside
Israel, the movement utilises more pragmatic political
tactics. Being that Ra’am is just one component of an Arab
minority in a strong majority Jewish state, it is drastically
limited in what actions it can effectively carry out.

Arab society currently seems deeply conflicted, continued
Badir, adding that the current leadership vacuum is not
helping the community deal with its pressing issues.
“Arabs are tired of slogans and are looking for a change,”
she said. “The Islamic movement has managed to absorb
this sentiment and act on it.”

Shahin Sarsour, a veteran Arab political observer and
former adviser to various Arab Knesset members, explains
that the Islamic Movement has a base of around 175,000
to 205,000 voters or approximately four to six mandates.

“Their voters want to see an Arab party that has influence

News /}

Role for Arab Parties in Israel?

Mansour Abbas, head of a conservative Islamist party Raam, speaks at his campaign
headquarters in the northern Israeli city of Tamra on March 23. | Photo: Getty Images

and not just sits in the Knesset without any achievements
for the Arab sector,” he said.

Still, Sarsour told JNS that despite Abbas’s efforts, the
likelihood of Ra’am joining either a right-wing or left-
wing government remains low.

While Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has
aggressively courted Ra'am’s four seats, which represent
critical mandates he needs to form a majority, key
political ally Betzalel Smotrich of the Religious Zionists
Party refuses to sit with any Arab party. It’s not clear
whether key additional right-wing party leaders Gideon
Sa’ar or Naftali Bennett would agree to sit together with
Ra’am or rely on it to support a minority government
from outside the coalition.

In early May, Bennett met with Abbas—the first-ever
direct meeting between the two-party leaders—to
explore whether there was any room for cooperation.

Even if Ra'am doesn't join a government, its efforts to
engage with the Israeli political establishment is a drastic
change from the Arab parties’ role in the past, which was
limited to criticising Israeli governments from the
opposition. Such efforts may ultimately lead to Arab
parties playing a more active role in forming governments
in Israel, gaining increased budgets for the Arab sector and
improving cooperation with their Jewish counterparts.

This article was originally published on 4th May 2021 by Jewish News
Syndicate (www.jns.org). Republished with permission.

eikh Jarrah Conflict

exacerbate and inflame the currently tense situation in
and around Jerusalem.

Where is Sheikh Jarrah?

Sheikh Jarrah is a predominantly, though not exclusively,
Arab neighbourhood of Jerusalem, located about a mile
and a half from the Old City.

What's the Historical Significance of the Area?
Jews refer to the area as ‘Shimon Hatzadik, ‘Simeon the
Just, a revered 3rd century B.C.E. Jewish High Priest
whose tomb is located there. Jewish pilgrims often visit
the neighbourhood.

Palestinians claim the area derives its name from Sheikh
Jarrah, a physician to Saladin, the Islamic military leader
who fought the Crusaders in the 12th century. His body
is believed to be buried there.

What is the Claim Against Israel?

The pro-Palestinian community is claiming that Israel is
unjustly evicting four Palestinian families from their
homes in the neighbourhood. This exemplifies

accusations against Israel in the context of the broader
conflict with the Palestinians.

In response, the owners of the property (a private Israeli
NGO, Nahalat Shimon) claim they have the legal title to
the property in question and that, in the absence of rent
being paid by the tenants, the tenants ought to be
evicted for breaching the law.

What is the Chronology?

Sheikh Jarrah is an Arab neighbourhood that developed
outside the walls of the Old City of Jerusalem in the 19th
century.

According to Israel’s Supreme Court, the land in
question was purchased by the local Ashkenazi and
Sephardi communities from its Arab owners in 1875,
primarily because of the area’s religious significance in
housing the tomb of ‘Simeon the Just. The property was
registered in the Ottoman land registry as a trust under
the name of rabbis Avraham Ashkenazi and Meir
Auerbach.

Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 4

A small Jewish community lived there
peacefully in co-existence with the local
Arab community until 1948, when the
War of Independence broke out.

The Jewish owners had tried to register
ownership of the property with the
authorities of the British Mandate in 1946.

When the War of Independence broke out
in 1948, the Old City of Jerusalem and its
surrounding area—including Sheikh
Jarrah—was captured by Transjordan (now
Jordan). The Jewish families were forcibly
evicted. Custodianship of the property was
transferred to the Jordanian Custodian of
Enemy Properties. In 1956, the Jordanian
government leased the property to 28
families of Palestinian ‘refugees’ while
maintaining ownership of the property.

After the Six-Day War in 1967, when Israel
regained control of Jerusalem, it passed a
law allowing Jews whose families were
evicted by Jordanian or British authorities
in the city prior to 1967 to reclaim their
property, provided they could demonstrate
proof of ownership and the existing
residents were unable to provide such
proof of purchase or legal transfer of title.

In 1973, ownership of the property was
registered by Sephardic Community
Committee and the Knesset Israel
Committee with Israeli authorities
pursuant to the above law.

Subsequently, in 2003, the owners sold
the property to ‘Nahalat Shimon, an
Israeli NGO that seeks to reclaim property
for Jews evicted or forced to flee as a result
of the 1948 War of Independence.

Beginning of Legal Proceedings
In 1982, the Jewish owners (Sephardic
Community Committee and the Knesset
Israel Committee) sued the Palestinian
families residing in Sheikh Jarrah. They
demanded their eviction on the basis that
they were squatters on the property. The
Magistrate Court determined that the
Palestinian families could not demonstrate
their ownership of the property but that
they enjoyed Protected Tenant Status. As
protected tenants, they would be able to
continue living on the property as long as
they paid rent and maintained the
property. This arrangement was agreed
upon mutually in agreement signed by the

parties, in which the

tenants recognised the

trusts’ ownership in

exchange for protected

tenant status.

Beginning in 1993, the

trusts began

proceedings against

the residents based on

their non-payment of

rent and of illegal

changes to the

property.

In 1997, Suliman

Darwish Hijazi, a

Palestinian man,

attempted to challenge

the trusts’ ownership

of the property, based

on a Kushan (Ottoman

title) that he allegedly

purchased from a

Jordanian man al-

Bandeq, in 1961. The

court ruled that Hijazi

failed to demonstrate

that the Kushan refers to the claimed
property in Shimon HaTzadik and that
forensic evidence raised the likelihood
that the Kushan had been altered or
forged. Furthermore, Hijazi failed to
prove that al-Bandeq had ever owned the
property and thus had the right to sell it.
Finally, Hijazi had never acted to protect
his property rights, both during the
Jordanian and Israeli periods, by
registering it, charging rent, or paying
property tax.

Prior Court Rulings

Key points:

 The residents are protected tenants and
must pay rent to the property’s owners.

« The residents never paid rent and
carried out illegal construction on the
property. The court previously ordered
the residents to pay the outstanding
rent and immediately evacuate the
illegally constructed additions.

» The court rejected claims that the
Jordanian government had committed
to transferring ownership to the
residents and that this commitment
never came to fruition due to the
outbreak of the Six-Day War. The only
document ever provided as evidence

| Photo: Flashgo

was a copy of an unsigned standard
Jordanian Department of Housing
form that did not contain an
agreement regarding the transfer of
rights.

¢ The court rejected claims that a
resident purchased ownership rights
from a man named Ismail. The
claimant could not demonstrate that
Ismail had been the property’s owner,
that he had purchased the property
from him or that the claimant had ever
been a protected tenant at the time of
the alleged sale.

The Current State of Legal
Proceedings

Following the judgement of the Jerusalem
District Court in February 2021,
upholding an earlier court decision that,
in the absence of payment of rent, the
Palestinian residents must vacate the
premises, the tenants appealed to the
Supreme Court, with a final verdict
expected in the next month.

Arsen Ostrovsky is chairman and CEO of The
International Legal Forum, an Israel-based legal
network of over 3,500 lawyers and activists in 30
different countries, committed to the fight against
antisemitism, terror and the delegitimisation of Israel in
the international legal arena.

Prayer Points & Weekly Update

Would you like to receive the Israel & Christians Today Weekly Update
and/or the bi-monthly Prayer Points directly into your inbox?

Email info@cgisrael.org.nz, include your full name and email address,
and let us know which one (or both) you would like to subscribe to.
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Short News

Saffron from Israel

If the project succeeds, it could be very
profitable. An entrepreneur from Israel
developed a machine and a system to
vertically grow saffron, with the
possibility of several harvests per year.
Currently, all the saffron in the world
comes from Iran, and since it is the
most valuable spice available on the
world market, it also called ‘red gold’ It
takes 150,000 flowers to produce one
kilogram of saffron. And that one
kilogram of saffron costs US $10,000.
Saffran-Tech might be able to change
this. | Photo: Unsplash

Investigate Together

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem and
Amazon have started working together in
the area of quantum-computer research.
Cooperation between the researchers
and developers aims to accelerate the
development of algorithms and
hardware. It is the first time that Amazon
has concluded such an agreement with
an Israeli scientific institute.

Turtles Together

When Israel’s coast had to deal with this
disaster, the turtles saved from the oil
and tar spill in February are free again.
The oil-covered turtles had a good
cleaning in the past weeks and a
mayonnaise-diet so that their intestines
were cleansed as well. These are
endangered species. They were put back
into the sea at a considerable distance
from the coast.

Blooming Business

For a dry Middle East country, Israel hosts
a surprisingly robust flower industry,
producing almost a billion picking flowers
and ornamental branches a year. Israel is
a major exporter of flowers, half of which
are for export and half for the local
market. Some 65% of flower exports are
transferred to the flower exchanges in
Europe, mainly Belgium, the Netherlands
and Germany. The rest are traded
independently by the growers
themselves, mainly in England and the
Scandinavian countries, France, Germany,
and today also in Japan and China.

In total, there are about 250 flower
growers in Israel, and the industry is
considered stable. Only at the end of
2021 will the exporters know how deep
the damage to the flower industry was
caused by the Coronavirus crisis in Israel
and around the world. | Photo: Flashgo
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Ukraine History )-

The Land of Anatevka

B Anemone Ruger

Project Coordinator - Holocaust Survivors in Israel &
Ukraine | Christians for Israel

For centuries, Ukraine was home to thousands of Jewish
shtetls -small towns with a large Jewish population-
where even the Ukrainian neighbours spoke Yiddish.
Fleeing discrimination and persecution in Western
Europe, Jews had found refuge here in the East as early as
the Middle Ages. The religious and cultural life of Eastern
Jewry developed to a considerable extent on Ukrainian
soil - from the Hasidic movement to klezmer music and
Yiddish literature, most prominently represented by
Scholem Alejchem.

Here, too, Jewish communities were repeatedly plagued by
pogroms - in the 1r7th century under Khmelnitsky, in the
18th century under Gonta and Selesnyak. At the end of the
19th century, a whole wave of pogroms flooded the region,
culminating in the massacres in the wake of the October
Revolt. The bitter lessons of the region's history eventually
produced notable pioneers of the modern state of Israel,
who saw the only chance of survival for the Jewish people
in the return to their historic homeland between the
Mediterranean and the River Jordan. The last ship to Haifa
Israel left Odessa in 1919; then, the Soviet Union was closed.

After the Third Polish Partition (1795) and a considerable
land gain in the west of her empire, Catherine the Great
had decreed that Jewish settlement was to be limited to a
rayon between the Baltic Sea and the Black Sea; thus, the
Jewish population in Ukraine had steadily increased.

Holocaust by Bullets

Einsatzgruppen murder Jews in Ivanhorod. | Photo: Public Domain

With Hitler’s German invasion of the Soviet Union on 22
June 1941 - now 80 years ago- centuries of Jewish history
and culture in Ukraine came to an abrupt end. Official
estimates put the number of Jews murdered during the
Nazi occupation at 1,700,000 by the end of 1944.

Mass shooting by a mobile death squad of the Nazi SS
near the town of Vinnitsa. Photo: Public Domain.

Since all men of military age - including Jewish men -
were immediately drafted into the Red Army and sent to
the front, it was mostly women, children and the elderly
who were overrun by the brutality of the German troops.
The invading soldiers were immediately followed by the
Einsatzkommandos of the SS, who were usually
supported by Ukrainian police forces. Town by town, the
Jewish population was rounded up and shot at mass
graves already dug - long before the infamous Wannsee
Conference. Children were not shot - they were often
buried alive.

Babi Yar

Babi Yar became known as the largest mass grave on
Ukrainian soil. Shortly after the takeover of Kiev, which
was preceded by fierce fighting, the Jewish citizens were

Former shtetl (small town) of Bratslav. | Photo: Christians for Israel

arrive in Palestine, as they had thought.

Under severe beatings and unspeakable humiliations, the
Jews of Kiev who had not been able to escape were driven
to the ravines behind the cemetery and shot. 33,771
women, children and elderly people were executed by the
Einsatzkommandos together with the help of Ukrainian
police on 29 and 30 September 1941. The executioners
had deliberately chosen the time for the unprecedented
massacre: It was Yom Kippur, the highest Jewish holiday.

In the months that followed, Babi Yar remained a
notorious execution site: More than 150,000 people,
including Sinti and Roma and a unit of the Soviet Navy,
were murdered in the Babi Yar ravine. But every
Ukrainian town where Jews once lived has its own ‘Babi
Yar. Wherever the German occupation forces went, they

The executioners had deliberately chosen the time for the
unprecedented massacre: It was Yom Kippur, the highest
Jewish holiday... Babi Yar remained a notorious execution site

ordered by a notice on 28 September 1941, to present
themselves with valuables and luggage at 8am the
following day at the Jewish cemetery on the outskirts of
the city. At the entrance to the then barren area, which is
now in the Kiev city area, the unsuspecting doomed
victims were met by police and dogs. First, they had to
hand over their papers, then their valuables. When they
were forced to undress, it was clear that they would never

immediately took care of the ‘final solution’ and
sometimes exterminated entire Jewish communities.
Only relatively few survived in hiding with the help of
courageous Ukrainian rescuers. It is now assumed that
there are 2000 Jewish mass graves in Ukraine. To this
day, new execution sites are being discovered,;
eyewitnesses are revealing their terrible secrets in their
twilight years.

Menorah shaped monument, erected at Babi Yar after Ukraine became sovereign in 1991. | Photo: Shutterstock




Ukraine History /}

Practical Help

Instead of a childhood, the Holocaust survivors had an
inconceivable tragedy that scarred them for life. Now, in
their old age, the heavy memories force themselves in
their consciousness. In Ukraine, there are still about 500
Jews who survived a concentration camp and another
17,000 who managed to save themselves by escaping
under horrible circumstances. The survivors of the
second generation also suffer enormously from what
their parents went through and what was taken from
them in terms of extended family. In addition, there has
been an increasing hardship in recent years: the struggle
for physical survival. Today's seniors have spent their lives
paying into a system that no longer exists - neither free
medical care nor a decent retirement. While housing was
usually allocated by the state in Soviet times, the costs of
living increased tremendously, while pensions remained
very low.

More than 500,000 Jewish people have made Aliyah from
Ukraine to the land of Israel since the opening of the
former Soviet Union in the early 1990s, fulfilling biblical
prophecy. But not all have the necessary documents or
the support of a family for such a step. Many stayed
behind. Christians for Israel International have been on
the ground for many years, maintaining relationships
with the Jewish communities in Ukraine and assisting

/
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Christians for Israel handing out food parcels in Ukraine. | Photo: Christians for Israel

both those who want to make Aliyah to Israel and those
in need. Tens of thousands of food packages are

distributed annually. Well over 1000 seniors are now
supported through sponsorships.

“I Fear No Evil”

Born in Donetsk, Ukraine, Natan Sharansky
campaigned in the 1970s for the rights of Jews in the
Soviet Union in the 1970s. He was imprisoned for
nine long years in a Siberian gulag for alleged
espionage activities. Into his isolation cell, he had
managed to smuggle a precious small Hebrew booklet

Then-Prime Minister Shimon Peres greets Natan Sharansky at Ben-Gurion Airport, where he
was flown from Germany in February 1986 after being freed from a Soviet prison. | Photo: GPO

with Psalms. During the long period of imprisonment,
the mathematician deciphered the Hebrew letters
until he understood the words. The first sentence he
could read was from Psalm 23: "1 will fear no evil, for
you are with me."

Under great international pressure, Sharansky was

The central ceremony for the Holocaust Memorial Day in Yad VaShem. Natan Sharansky

exchanged for a Soviet spy on the Glienicke Bridge in
Berlin in 1986 and emigrated to Israel. From 1996 he
held various ministerial positions in Israel and
recently headed the Jewish Agency, Israel's
immigration authority, for ten years.

placing a wreath of flowers. | Photo: GPO

Rising Tension

Aliyah fieldworker Koen Carlier: “In recent months there was
much speculation about the Russian troop buildup in Crimea
(southern Ukraine) and near the border with Russia in eastern
Ukraine. Since the war broke out suddenly in the spring of 2014,
the conflict in eastern Ukraine gradually transitioned into a
stalemate. However, now that war violence has flared up again,
with several soldiers killed, mostly on the Ukrainian side, people

fear that the situation might escalate again.

In 2014 our Aliyah team was confronted with thousands of Jewish
refugees from the east seeking refuge in western Ukraine as well as

helping those who wanted to go to Israel. Currently, our
Christians for Israel team in Ukraine is already noticing an

increase in the demand for the help we provide during the Aliyah

process. People are asking for assistance with passports

applications and for their visits to the Israeli embassy, which is

needed to obtain the necessary papers to make Aliyah.

What the future brings us in Ukraine is still a matter of guessing. We
are not going to speculate too much, but we try to prepare ourselves
as best as we can in the event that a new war breaks out. Of course,
we pray and hope for the best, but we prepared for the worst.”

| Photo: Christians for Israel
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C4I Events /-

C4l’s First Online Forum

B Chan Siew Fong

Regional Trainer | Christians for Israel Asia

Due to the pandemic, Christians for Israel International’s
biennial forum, which is usually held in Jerusalem, had to
be moved online for the first time. The conference was
conducted over two days in two and a half hours each
day. The content delivered at this forum on 4 - 5 March
was as excellent as in past conferences, with the added
potential of reaching many more since the videos are
easily accessible on the internet.

The conference began with a warm welcome from our
Chairman, Dr Leon Meijer. Following that, Reverend
Cornelis Kant, our Executive Director, explained the
choice for the theme for this forum: “For such a time as
this, this theme, taken from Esther 4:14, is directed at our
understanding of the times and seasons that we are living
in and knowing what we ought to do. Just as the Jewish
people were at risk of a genocide orchestrated by Haman,
Israel is under attack today militarily, socially, and
politically. Even sections of the Church, through
ignorance, delegitimises Israel.” Reverend Kant made a
stirring call to the Christians for Israel International
family to stand with Israel in our times and bring
awareness to the Church in our nations of Israel’s unique
role in God’s salvation plan.

The session, How Western indulgence of the Palestinian
dream has obstructed the path to peace by Dr Einat Wilf
had me soak up every word. Dr Einat Wilf, co-author of
War of Return, is a leading thinker and international
speaker on foreign policy, economics, education, Israel,
and the Jewish people. Some nuggets | caught are: “The
right of return is not a marginal issue in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. It is how the Palestinian Authority
hopes to transform Israel into an Arab-majority state. It is
also the reason behind Palestinians’ rejection of land for
peace as they want ‘Palestine for Palestinians’ from the
Jordan River to the Mediterranean Sea. This is a battle of
mutual exhaustion. Who will tire first?”

Reverend Willem Glashouwer, President of Christians for
Israel International, issued the following challenge. With
the world convulsing from birth-pangs leading to the
emergence of Anti-Christ and the final world empire, as
prophesied in various scriptures, the urgency of the hour
is to bring the message of the gospel to the nations and to
comfort God’s chosen people before the soon return of
the Prince of Peace.

Johannes Gerloff, theologian and journalist, pointed out
that it was never a reality that Jews might perish in a
genocide orchestrated by Haman as described in the
biblical narrative of ‘Esther’. Since God had promised to
preserve Israel forever, He will always do just that. What
was hanging on the balance was Esther’s decision. She
could choose to be silent and save her own skin or risk
her life to save her people.

An impression of the Christians for Israel 2021
Forum from our headquarters in Nijkerk,
Netherlands. | Photo: Christians for Israel

Christians for Israel staff in our headquarters in Nijkerk, Netherlands. | Photo: Christians for Israel

If she chose the former, then God would supply relief
from another source (Esther 4:14). 1srael’s existence was
and is never in question. How we respond to threats to
Israel’s existence is the issue - are we prepared to pay the
price in support of the Jewish people?

Aliyah

Danielle Mor, Vice-President for 1srael and Global
Philanthropy at the Jewish Agency for Israel, Isaac Herzog,
Chairman of the Executive of the Jewish Agency for Israel
and Michael Freund, founder and chairman of Shavei
Israel, brought heartening news that Aliyah had
continued unabated despite immense logistical challenges
during the pandemic. The regathering of Jews to the
Promised Land is miraculous in many ways, the most
astounding being closing a time gap of 27 centuries.

Judea and Samaria

Sondra Oster Baras, Director from Christian Friends of
Israeli Communities, told us that she had discerned a
significant recent change in opinion - a vast majority of
Palestinians may now be open to Judea and Samaria
being annexed and brought under the Israeli
government. This is because the silent majority may no
longer be buying into anti-Israel propaganda, as they
have observed that funds have gone into boycotting Israel
or the pockets of the elite rather than into projects for
improving the lives of ordinary Palestinians.

Virtual Tour

Moshe Garbay, Director of Keshet Journeys, took us on a
virtual tour of Israel starting from Mount Ebal at the altar
of Joshua.

For such a time as this, this theme, taken from Esther 4:14, is
directed at our understanding of the times and seasons that
we are living in and knowing what we ought to do...

Danielle Mor shared a video clip, Mission to Ethiopia, that
featured a community’s Aliyah journey from the prayer
closet to Ben Gurion Airport.

Hineni
Benjamin Philip, Director Hineni, Jerusalem, reported
that the soup kitchen functioned as normal during the
pandemic and gave even more meals than before with the
increase in demand from holocaust survivors who are
living without home care. The work of Christian
volunteers to prepare and deliver warm meals and the
financial support from Christians for Israel had brought
comfort to many Jewish people.

If you would like to watch the Forum, go to our website: www.c4israel.org/forum2021

In between sessions, we were treated to beautiful music
by a host of musicians - world-renown harpist Maestro
Alvaro Sanchez, violinist Seow Jin Chong and pianist Soh
Hwee Ping from Singapore, Christian Verwoerd and
Band from the Netherlands, and Christian for Israel’s
homegrown talents, Peeber and Maaike.

There were opportunities for networking in breakout
rooms after the sessions each day.

All too soon, the conference was over. Kudos to all who
had organised this online forum painstakingly and
caringly with the worldwide Christians for Israel family
in mind.
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Kiwis Stand in Solidarity with Israel

B Israel Institute of New Zealand

Hundreds gathered across the country to stand in
support of Israel on Sunday, 23 May 2021. Israel Solidarity
Rallies were staged in Auckland, Wellington and
Hastings. There was also a gathering on 22 May in
Kaitaia.

In the small Hawkes Bay town of Hastings a
disproportionately large group of 250+ turned up. The
rally was organised by Pastor Nigel Woodley, renowned
for his courage in standing up for Israel. The warm,
receptive crowd heard from Pastor Woodley and Ashley
Church, director of the Israel Institute of New Zealand,
how a small nation just twice the size of Hawkes Bay had
a right to defend itself from the 4,300+ rockets that were
fired over an 11 day period.

Although the Wellington rally had a smaller turnout,
with about one hundred people gathering at Wellington’s
Cuba Street Bucket Fountain, Joanna Moss of Friends of
Israel said there was a village-like feel to the rally: “What
stood out in Wellington was the atmosphere of love -
love between the Jews and Christians and compassion for
people surrounded by hate in Gaza first and also in Israel.
Several had Free Gazans from Hamas banners”.

Flags flying together at the Israel Solidarity Rally in Auckland, 23 May, 2021. | Photo: Perry Trotter

A bleak and cold day did not dampen spirits as around
500 people from as far as Hamilton, Whangarei and
Tauranga gathered in Auckland’s Aotea square to enjoy
speeches, songs and dance. Ngapuhi kaumatua Pat Ruka,

a staunch friend of Israel, opened with a mihi (welcome).
A diverse range of communities was represented: Maori,
Pasifika, Kurds, Indian, Christian, Jewish and, notably, a
group of Iranian refugees showed enthusiastic support.

Jews, Israel and Indigeneity

B Dr Sheree Trotter

Author | Israel Institute of New Zealand

Speech delivered at the Israel Solidarity Rally, 23 May 2021.

“Tena koutou, Tena koutou, Tena koutou katoa and shalom.
There’s a sense of deja vu as we gather here today (23 May
2021). Many of us did this in 2014 and many of the
messages were exactly the same. Today I'm just going to
cover another point as a historian.

We've seen the conflict between Israel and Gaza and it’s
been all too real the battle that we’ve seen on our screens.

But there’s another battle that has been going on in the
way the story has been told and the way the narrative has
even shaped. The use of language has a significant
impact, and sadly one of the flow on effects of a distorted
picture has been the upsurge in anti-Semitism - a 400%
increase reported in Britain for example. A couple of the
terms we frequently hear bandied about and misapplied
to Israel — are the words colonisation and colonialism.

Put simply, colonisation describes the process by which
an empire, such as the British sent people to places like
New Zealand and Australia, to create new societies, very
similar to their own. In the process, the indigenous
people were often dispossessed and mistreated.

In Aotearoa NZ, the treatment of Maori was more
humanitarian than in other places, with the signing of a
treaty. However, injustices were perpetrated and we are
still dealing with the consequences today.

Academics have devised a settler colonial framework to
analyse the past, but it is often politicised and the true
history is frequently manipulated and distorted.

The state of Israel has often been viewed through this
lens and this thinking filters down to media, to
politicians and to the street. ] would argue that Settler

colonialism is an entirely inappropriate
and inadequate framework for viewing
the Israel/Palestinian conflict.
Furthermore, superimposing our local
history on the Middle East, as a way of
understanding what’s happening there,
simply does not work.

For a start, how can you call a people who

have had a presence in the land for more

than 3500 years, foreign settlers or

colonialists? It is much more accurate to

see them as an indigenous people

returning to the land of their ancestors -
remembering of course - that there have

always been Jews living in the land. In

Maoritanga we talk about the remnant

who keep ahi kaa in the land - they keep

the home fires burning by their presence. In places like
Hebron, where Abraham and Sarah are buried, Safed,
Jerusalem and Tiberias, there have been Jews living for
millennia.

The defining factors of indigeneity include self-
identification; historical continuity; strong linkages to the
land; distinct language, culture, and beliefs and a
commitment to maintaining the group’s distinctive
identity, we see all these elements in the Jewish
connection to Israel - in religious practices like the daily
prayers facing Jerusalem, in cultural practices and festivals
like Passover or Pesach, which ends with the prayer ‘next
year in Jerusalem’, in the many tapu sites throughout the
land where Jewish tupuna are buried, and in the
miraculous revival of Hebrew as an everyday language.

The Jewish people qualify in every respect as indigenous
to the land of Israel. When we add to that, the
archeological, historical and genetic evidence, it is not

Dr Sheree Trotter. | Photo: Perry Trotter

too much to suggest that no people group can claim a
stronger connection to an ancestral homeland.

When politicians and activists say they stand with the
tangata whenua, they should recognise that Jews are the
tangata whenua of the land of Israel. When politicians
and activists say they stand against racism, they must also
stand against the genocidal Jew-hatred of Hamas.

We declare our support for Israel, but also those
Palestinians — and there are many - who seek peace and
freedom from their terrorist regime. We call on our
government to unequivocally condemn the terror group
Hamas that pours its resources into terror tunnels and
rockets, and incites Jew-hatred in its school curriculum -
something that we Kiwis fund with our tax dollars via our
ongoing support for UNWRA.

And so from Aotearoa NZ we send our aroha to Israel and
say Kia kaha - Kei te ti matou ia koutou. Be strong - We
are standing with you.
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In Support of Israel )-

Iranian Condemns Golriz Ghahraman

protesting against Israel right now. She’s
supporting the terrorists of Hamas.

B Cyrus Basham

I'm speaking on behalf of the Iranian Freedom Fighters.

I'm here to send a message of friendship and peace to the
people of Israel and to tell you that people like Golriz
Ghahraman and Donna Miles-Mojab, who spread hatred

against Israel, are not our representatives.

These people ignore the pain of their own people. They
never protest for Iranian young people but they just go
around and spread hatred against Israel for their benefit

and their own political gain.

When people in Iran were getting slaughtered by the
Iranian regime on the streets of more than 30 cities all
over Iran I kept sending messages to Golriz asking for her
support and to join us, but she ignored me.

And I don’t understand why she’s going around and

Only last year more that 246 Iranian people were
officially announced to be executed in Iran, |
didn’t see any article from this woman Donna

Miles-Mojab or Golriz Ghahraman to defend

This is just disgusting.

human rights of the people of Iran.

We know the Islamic regime that has taken over

Iran is looting Iran’s resources and funding

terrorists of Hamas who are using residential
buildings and civilians as humans shields.

Israel has every right to defend its people and its

borders. Peace to you and freedom for Iran.

Thank you very much.

Cyrus Basham. | Photo: Perry Trotter

Rally Attracts Abuse

Our Nation's Capital

What stood out in Wellington was the
atmosphere of love - love between the
Jews and Christians and compassion for
people surrounded by hate in Gaza first
and also in Israel. Several had Free
Gazans from Hamas banners.

Wellington’s site was a tiny place in an
outside mall. We couldn’t block the
pedestrians so it had a village feel to it

amongst the very hard-left environment.

On each side people clothed in Israeli
flags engaged passerbys with leaflets.

Many people who turned out I've never
seen before. That’s both Jews and
others. That amazed me. | kept asking
them: “how did you hear about the
rally?” The usual response was, a friend
told them, and they just wanted to
come and support Israel.

Many of the usual crowd did not come -
busy or put off by the small location or
lack of security in a perceived enemy
stronghold. | wish all of you could have
‘tasted’ the love, it's not something that
immediately comes to mind when you
think of Wellington.

This article was written by Joanna Moss,
NZ Friends of Israel (NZFOI) Wellington.

From Sunny Hastings

In Hastings as 3pm approached we
counted 200 people. A little while later
that number had increased to 250, and

then we lost count! It was unfortunate
that media did not come to Hastings to
report on the support for Israel in
Hawkes Bay, however we were thrilled
that TV1 did a good report on Auckland’s
rally making mention also of our other
three rallies. Ashley Church, our special
guest and a resident of Hawkes Bay, did
a great job explaining clear details and
facts that are often left out of the
narrative. He is a director on the Israel
Institute of NZ. | am grateful he was
able to come and contribute so
tremendously to our rally. The main
message conveyed:

e The terrorist entity Hamas were the
aggressors in the conflict. Their attack
upon Israel was unprovoked.

* Israel were the defenders and have
the right to defend themselves.

+ Civilian casualties from both sides
must be blamed on Hamas who
instigated the war.

» We prayed for the innocent
casualties on both sides.

 lIsraeli Ambassador Ran Yaakoby’s
message to the Rally was conveyed.

This article was written by Nigel Woodley,
Senior Pastor, Flaxmere Christian
Fellowship and Chief Advocate for the
Protection of Zion Trust.

| Photos: Perry Trotter

Kaitaia’s rally, was a convivial affair until it attracted opposition. | Photo: Peter Jackson, Northland Age

B Peter Jackson
Northland Age

Kaitaia’s contribution to demonstrations
and marches around the country on
Saturday, calling for an end to violence in
Gaza and Israel, was a small, convivial
gathering of local people calling for peace,
and while it attracted interest from a
number of Saturday morning market-
goers, it drew a vitriolic response from
two individuals.

Shortly after the Northland Age left, a man
reportedly abused the group with what
one described as extremely foul language
and very threatening, aggressive gestures.

“Apart from asking him to refrain from
such language because of women present,
we did not speak to him,” she said.

“He left after some minutes of extreme
anti-semitic and surprisingly racist
comments. However, he returned in a car
some 30 minutes later with another man
and they both then continued with their
threatening, anti-semitic, racist shouting,
using the same obscene language and
gestures. This concerned whose land it
was, and comments re Adolf Hitler.”

“The men in our group, and a woman
from another stall, tried to unsuccessfully
de-escalate the situation. Thanks to
members of the public who intervened,
the men were then forced back into their
car and they left. The police were called
but declined to attend.”

Pamphlets distributed by the group noted
that since 10 May, the ‘racist’ terrorist

group Hamas and its allies in Gaza had
launched more than 2000 rockets at
Israeli civilians and their homes, Israel
responding with hundreds of strikes
aimed at stopping terrorists in Gaza from
murdering Israelis.

“Hamas also encouraged mob violence by
Arab extremists in Israel, and Jewish
extremists retaliated with mob violence of
their own,” it added.

“Jewish and Arab leaders across the Israeli
political spectrum strongly condemned
this, and members of both communities
have held rallies calling for peace.”

The violence, it added, had been a horrific
tragedy for Israeli and Palestinian civilians.

“He left after some
minutes of extreme
anti-Semitic and
racist comments.”

Meanwhile the Palestine Solidarity
Network Whangarei held a ‘dialogue
space’ and stall near the Growers’ Market,
collecting signatures calling for New
Zealand government action against
current events in Gaza, and donations for
the Gaza Human Rights Centre, whose
offices were destroyed by an Israeli
missile.

Spokesman Tim Howard said the event
was going ahead despite Friday's ceasefire
because the causes of the conflict, and its
effects, still needed to be addressed.
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Ambassador Yaakoby Praises Kiwis

m His Excellency Ran Yaakoby

Ambassador of Israel to New Zealand and Non-Resident
Ambassador to the Cook Islands, Samoa and Tonga.

Dear friends/Shalom chaverim,

Despite of there currently being a ceasefire declared, |
want to thank you for your unwavering support and
solidarity with the State of Israel and its citizens. It is
unfortunate that 1 couldn’t join you.

On Friday, 21 May at 11am (NZ time), Prime Minister
Netanyahu declared a ceasefire without any pre-conditions.

Up until the announcement, though, Israel was under
attack and engaged in a major campaign: ‘Operation
Guardian of the Walls. Throughout the whole of the first
week of unrest, around 4000 rockets were fired into
Israel from Gaza, killing women and children and forcing
thousands into bomb shelters. Hundreds of these rockets
fell onto Gaza, killing civilians, but these killings of their
own population, inflicted by Hamas, did not cause them
a moment of self-reflection.

Earlier, the IDF responded to hundreds of Hamas and
Islamic Jihad terrorist targets in the Gaza Strip, placed
viciously amongst civilian centers, even in school yards.
“Throughout the Operation we have eliminated dozens
of terrorists, including senior commanders. We have
bombed Hamas command centers and toppled buildings
that we know were being used as operational facilities.
We also destabilised parts of the approximately rookm
tunnel network, dug with using money and materials
that could have turned the lives of Gazans into better and
more prosperous ones.”

1 would like to repeat that Hamas deliberately situated its
facilities in the heart of the civilian population, including

multi-story buildings that contained several military targets.
Hamas used the civilian population as a human shield and
indiscriminately attacked population centers in Israel.

In Israel, we grieve those who have lost their lives. We
lament also unintended loss of civilians in Gaza, but
while Israel made it its priority to make sure that its
citizens were safe by building bomb shelters at every
house, Hamas used their billions of dollars in
international aid funding to build underground tunnels
and missiles to attack Israel. Hamas pretends to represent
the Palestinian people but is consistently depriving them
from their basic needs.

Israel has the right to defend its citizens and will always
take every action necessary to do so. It will not allow the
terrorist organisations to attack the civilian population
without a protective response. It is the right and duty of
every state to protect its citizens and that is what Israel
did, does and will do!

Israel now wants quiet to be restored but it has to be
done right. The wrong type of ceasefire is one that gives
Hamas the time to rest, to regroup and rearm. If Hamas
attacks again in a week or a month, then nothing has
been achieved. If Hamas gets used to the idea that it can
shoot thousands of rockets at Israel and then have the
international community demand Israel to stop
protecting and retaliating to military Hamas targets, then
why would Hamas ever stop shooting rockets at Israel.

But, we are hopeful that the ceasefire will last. The Israeli
IDF Chief of Staff and the military, briefed Israeli
Ministers on Israel’s significant achievements in the
Operation, some of which are unprecedented. The
political leadership emphasises that it is the reality on the
ground that will determine the future of the Operation.

Dear friends, I truly value the fact that you all being here
in support for Israel. However, I also need you to keep
fighting the biased media reports as | see them published
daily in the newspapers and on our screens! Therefore, 1
encourage you to follow our Embassy on Twitter and
Facebook and keep up to date with the current
developments in Israel and use that information to write
to your local MP, to the editors of the newspapers and to
share with your friends and family, because together we
need to retort the anti-Israeli narrative that the average
Kiwi is being fed on a daily basis.

Just imagine your country and cities attacked by deadly
rockets in the thousands. Nothing can justify that. No
nation can accept that. Not today. Not ever!

Again, your support is valuable, courageous and
meaningful! You are informed and realise the stakes
involved in giving into terror. I know you will not give in.
Thank you all, Nga mihi nui and Shalom!

Israel Approved 548 Bnei Menashe

m Chaya Castillo

Director of Bnei Anousim | Shavei Israel

The government of Israel recently approved 548
immigrants of the Bnei Menashe community to come to
Israel on Aliyah. The immigrants are expected to undergo
a 3-month absorption process before moving to
permanent residences in Nof HaGalil in northern Israel.

Candidates were approved by the Chief Rabbinate about
3 years ago, but little progress was made until recently.
The first group of 250 Bnei Menashe immigrants arrived
in December 2020, and now the rest of that group has
been approved.

Minister of Aliyah and Absorption, Pnina Tamano-Shata
said: “Today, on the eve of Jerusalem Day, 1 had the
privilege of passing another important decision in the
government regarding bringing another group of
immigrants to Israel. The decision made today will put an
end to the agonising wait for immigrants from northeast
India, which will bring them to Israel by law, and bring
reunification of families that have been separated for many
years. | hope to meet the immigrants very soon at Ben

Gurion airport on the way to their new home in Israel.”

Finance Minister Israel Katz, who helped pass the
resolution stated: “Just before Jerusalem Day, the Israeli
government approved the immigration from India of 548
members of the Bnei Menashe community, who from
generation to generation prayed for the next year in
rebuilt Jerusalem. They kept this hope and ideal until it

was realised. 1 give my blessing to them and I am proud of

the important decision 1 made together with the Minister
of Aliyah and Absorption, Pnina Tamano-Shata, and the
Mayor of Nof Hagalil, Ronen Plot.”

For the first time, the Jewish Agency will also participate,
along with Shavei Israel, in bringing Bnei Menashe
immigrants to Israel.

Rakhem Haokip and Family

Rakhem Haokip, a young father of two, has been waiting
his whole life to make Aliyah to Israel from his home in
northeast India, something that every Bnei Menashe Jew
longs for. Rakhem, along with his wife, Rivka, and their
two children, Rakhel (2) and Shraga (5 months) had
prayed for this moment, but, especially now, since
Rakhem’s parents were among the group to make aliyah
with Shavei Israel in December. Due to the emergency
measure signed by Israel, Rakhem and his family will be
reuniting with his parents in just a few weeks, and they
couldn’t be more excited.

Rakhem says, “My parents have always been my inspiration
in the path of Torah Judaism. My excitement about
reuniting with them again is truly indescribable. I recall all
those lessons my parents would give me not only by means
of words but by living it themselves. One such ideal is that
on Friday before Shabbat, 1 would go shopping along with
my father. He would never be cheap with anything that is
necessary for the merriment of Shabbat and its observance.”

Rakhem laments how, as India is a place of idolatry and
it’s rituals, it is truly challenging to remain an observant
Jew. A few of the commandments which are also the basic
necessities of a Jew are almost beyond reach of
observance. Some of them being kosher food, Shabbat,
and others. People live quite far from the places of
worship and it’s often quite difficult to get there without
a vehicle. Not going, of course, makes a family feel
distanced from Judaism and risk becoming assimilated
among the non-Jews.

“Our sages teach us that our teacher Moses had a very big
wish to enter the land of Israel; not to hang around the
beaches but to observe the commandments which could
be observed only in the land itself. How precious it is that
1 will get to merit going to the land where even Moses
our teacher didn’t merit to enter. How precious it is to
have the merit not only to enter but to do the mitzvot
there in the Promised Land!”

If you would like to donate to the Bnei Menashe,
please complete the coupon on the back page.
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Durban and the Abuse of Human Rights

B Andrew Tucker

International Editor | Christians for Israel

Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison affirmed on 6
May 2021, that the Australian government “will not
associate Australia with one-sided and contentious
language that singles out Israel or an event that
champions such language. This is entirely consistent with
my Government’s very strong voting position on UN
General Assembly resolutions in the Human Rights
Council and elsewhere. We will continue that same
approach to Durban later this year. ... 1 do not accept that
anti-Semitism, cloaked in the language of human rights,
serves any justified purpose nor the cause of peace. Just in
case anyone was in any doubt.”

Human Rights?

Indeed, while expressed in lofty language, the human
rights system is an empty shell that can be - and is daily -
filled by an infinite variety of moral, religious, ideological
and political forces. In his recent important book Jewish
Internationalism and Human Rights after the Holocaust
(Cambridge University Press, 2021), Dr Nathan Kurz writes:

“Recent empirical work has laid bare a fundamental
truth: despite pretensions to a historical universality,
human rights are a political language, and actors often
graft concerns they bring with them from elsewhere onto
the universalist template of human rights. Both Latin
American solidarity activists and African nationalists
transposed circulating anti-imperialist rights discourses
onto human rights. American conservatives and West
German professional associations appropriated human
rights for anti-communist aims. Ecumenical Christians
recast their struggle for religious freedom in the language
of human rights. Trade unions remoulded their activism
on behalf of workers into a contest over the freedom of
association. Even Amnesty International, the modern
human rights NGO prototype, folded human rights into a
liberal British preoccupation with civil liberties. The very
existence of multiple ‘vernaculars’ of human rights owes
much to how their elasticity has served as a crucial
component of their attraction for so many. It is left for
readers to decide whether human rights has served as ‘an
empty vessel that a wide variety of conceptions could fill”

The human rights system is the main weapon used by the
opponents of the Jewish people to undermine and
delegitimise the Jewish state of Israel.

Durban
Perhaps the most blatant example of how the human
rights system can be abused is the Durban debacle.

As is well known, the Durban Declaration (2001) in effect
was the reincarnation of the infamous UN General
Assembly’s ‘Zionism-is-racism’ resolution (1975). After the
General Assembly revoked that resolution in 1991, the
Durban Declaration took its place. According to the
Declaration, Palestinians are ‘victims’ of Israeli racism.
Israel is the only state mentioned in the entire global
manifesto, notwithstanding that it purports to address
racism and xenophobia the world over.

The UN-sponsored World Conference Against Racism
held in Durban in 2001 was intended to confront racism.
Instead, it turned into a disturbing orgy of overt, violent
anti-Semitism. Resolutions were adopted, calling out
Israel as an apartheid state, and demanding it be
sanctioned and removed from the UN. The US and Israeli
delegations stormed out of the meeting.

The Role of Europe

With the active support of the UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights, Mary Robinson, the European Union
negotiated with the Arab/Islamic states and South Africa
to produce the final declaration. According to Professor
Anne Bayefsky of Human Rights Voices, “The deal they
struck was to include the isolation and condemnation of
Israel in exchange for the removal of references to
reparations for slavery and other items that would have
had direct and financial ramifications for European

states. The product is known as the ‘Durban Declaration
and Programme of Action’ or the DDPA.”

What Did the Durban Declaration Say?

The Durban Declaration says: Victims of racism, racial
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance (para.
063). We are concerned about the plight of the Palestinian
people under foreign occupation...

The claim is sometimes made that the Durban
Declaration does not use the exact words of Zionism-is-
racism. This, of course, completely misunderstands the
language, intent, origins, and use of the Declaration and
its message ever since - and the total isolation of Israel in
the Durban ‘anti-racism’ frame of reference.

The clear intent of the Durban Declaration is the lie that
Palestinians are victims of racism at the hands of their
occupier Israel. No other state is singled out as
victimising anybody for racism.

‘Durban IV’

On 31 December 2020, the UN General Assembly decided
that in September 2021, it will celebrate the 20th
anniversary of the racist ‘anti-racism’ world conference
held in Durban, South Africa, in 2001. More specifically,
the UN plan is to garner universal approval from
Presidents, Prime Ministers and foreign ministers from
across the globe for a formal ‘political declaration’ in
support of the Durban Declaration.

The following countries voted against the merits of the
resolution: Australia, Canada, Czech Republic,
Democratic Republic of the Congo, France, Germany,
Israel, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Netherlands, Slovenia,
United Kingdom, and the United States.

The Human Rights Council - An About-Face?
However, on 19 March 2021, the United States delivered a
statement at the UN Human Rights Council in which it
seemed to support the Durban Declaration and the 20th
anniversary. The US statement was made on behalf of
‘more than 150’ states.

This was alarming, to say the least. Given the substance of
the 2020 General Assembly resolution, there can be no
doubt that ‘Durban IV’ will violate Western nations’ stated
interests and values like the USA, Australia and EU
member states. The General Assembly has already decided
that the political declaration to emanate from ‘Durban IV’
will reaffirm the 2001 Durban Declaration in its entirety.

Fortunately, the US has, on 3 May 2021, announced that it
will not support the ‘Durban IV’ conference. This is a
bold and principled move that is to be applauded.

Following flurried lobbying by many Jewish and Christian
organisations, Australia and Canada have also confirmed
that they will not be participating in ‘Durban 1V,

Flags in front of the UN Headquarters. | Photo: Wikimedia Commons

It is to be hoped that other nations follow the example of
the US, Australia and Canada and confirm that they too
will be boycotting the Durban initiative as long as it
continues to single out the Jewish people for approbation.

Short News

Between the Motion, and the
Act, Falls the Shadow

The Greens have failed to win parliamentary support
for a motion supporting Palestinian statehood.
Sponsored by the Greens’ foreign affairs spokesperson,
Golriz Ghahraman, the motion reaffirmed ‘the right of
Palestine to self-determination and statehood’, and
called upon the government of NZ to ‘recognise the
State of Palestine among our community of nations’.
Both National and Act were quick to signal their
opposition to recognising Palestine as a sovereign
state. The right-wing parties’ objections abruptly
ended Ghahraman’s initiative. Without securing the
unanimous permission of the whole House, her motion
could not even be introduced - let alone debated.

The Right’s veto was probably welcomed by the
Labour Government. Foreign Minister Nanaia Mahuta
hardly needs to be warned by her diplomatic staff at
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade that the
merest suggestion of NZ recognising Palestinian
statehood would immediately pitch this country’s
relationship with Israel into crisis.

Nor would such recognition be unanimously received
by New Zealanders as either justified or wise.
Sympathy for the Palestinian civilians caught up in the
military exchanges between Hamas and the Israeli
Defence Force may be universal, but it should not be
construed as support for this country recognising
Palestine as a sovereign state. Too many Kiwis have
too many questions about what that would amount
to in the only place that matters - on the ground - to
simply wave Ghahraman’s proposition through the
checkpoint of political scrutiny.

Not when so many people on Twitter have read Green
MP Ricardo Menendez March'’s tweet declaring “From
the river to the sea, Palestine will be free!” Surely, the
Greens are aware of how Israelis interpret this Palestinian
slogan? That if Palestine occupies all of the territory
between the River Jordan and the Mediterranean Sea,
then Israel must have ceased to exist.

This article was written by Chris Trotter, Editor of
Bollaway Road. Abridged by the Managing Editor.
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Israel, the Courts and the
United Nations Resolutions

B Professor Gregory Rose

In this article, Professor Gregory Rose explains the legal
status of UN resolutions. Courts and tribunals often
erroneously refer to UN resolutions as authoritative
sources of law.

Are United Nations Resolutions Binding Law?
There are many different kinds of United Nations
resolutions. Resolutions differ in terms of (a) which body
adopts them, (b) whether they are expressed as ‘decisions’
or ‘recommendations’, and (c) what they contain.

Most resolutions adopted by UN bodies are expressed as
recommendations. The vast majority of UN resolutions
are not binding.

The two main UN organs that adopt resolutions are the
General Assembly and the Security Council.

UN General Assembly Resolutions

Most UN General Assembly resolutions concern
maintaining international peace, security and cooperation
in economic, social, cultural, educational, health, and
political fields. These resolutions are adopted by a two-
thirds majority of members present and voting. These
resolutions are recommendations only and are not binding.

UN General Assembly resolutions on internal UN
administration matters of budget and rules of procedure
are binding.

However, it should be noted that, although not formally
legally binding, UN General Assembly resolutions may
have extrinsic value, such as by providing evidence of the
expression of a State’s opinion as to the development of
international customary laws. The voting participation
pattern and whether the content of the resolution
articulates a legal rule or a finding of fact affect the
weight of that resolution as evidence.

UN Security Council Resolutions

UN Security Council resolutions adopted under Chapter
VI of the UN Charter on maintaining peace and security
are recommendations only and are not binding.

UN Security Council resolutions adopted under Chapter
VII (on the maintenance of peace and security) are
decisions and are binding. Resolutions adopted under
Chapter V11 usually explicitly state that they are decisions
and are adopted under Chapter VIL.

All the UN Security Council resolutions concerning Israel
since 1945 have been adopted under Chapter VI, not
Chapter V1I, and are therefore not binding.

What is the Relationship of the International
Judiciary to United Nation’'s Resolutions?

UN resolutions do not bind international courts and
judicial tribunals. However, they are increasingly
acknowledged and ‘obeyed’ (i.e. seen as authoritative) by
courts. This is a reflection of the fact that international
tribunals and courts are becoming more politically active.

The most important international court is the International
Court of Justice (ICJ). The IC] has two different functions:
(a) it can decide on disputes between States when asked to
do so by those states, and (b) it can issue an ‘advisory
opinion’ when asked to do so by a UN organ.

Inside the International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague, Netherlands. | Photo: Shutterstock

When exercising its advisory jurisdiction, the 1C] is
bound by the scope of the UN General Assembly
resolution requesting advice. Initially a technical
function, this advisory jurisdiction has become a
politically driven legal tool by which blocks of UN
member states use the General Assembly to obtain a
favourable opinion from the 1CJ. A good example is the
2004 Advisory Opinion on the ‘Wall’, where the
(predominantly Arab and Islamic) UN member states had
a biased resolution adopted in the General Assembly,
which in turn asked the 1C] for an advisory opinion.

The General Assembly appoints the judges of the
International Court of Justice. The 1CJ has no authority
to critique UN resolutions and is subordinate within the
UN hierarchy.

Does the International Criminal Court (ICC)
Treat United Nations Resolutions as Binding?
The ICC Pre-Trial Chamber relied on UN General Assembly
resolution 67/19 (2012) to conclude that the Court has
jurisdiction over crimes committed by Israeli leaders ‘in
Palestine’. In this indirect way, it gave this very politically
driven UN resolution a binding effect. Two judges in the
Chamber majority failed to analyse the resolution in terms
of its content or its voting pattern or to contextualise its

effect as evidence of opinion in international customary law.

The dissenting judge (the Hungarian Judge Peter Kovécs,
the more senior and president of the chamber) wrote a
Dissenting Opinion twice as long as the majority went
into these issues and heavily criticised the majority for
their interpretation and application of resolution 67/19.

What Lies Ahead in the ICC Case Concerning
the ‘Situation in Palestine'?

The recent decision of the ICC Pre-Trial Chamber that it
has jurisdiction over crimes committed in the Gaza Strip,
‘East Jerusalem’, and ‘West Bank’ presents challenges for
Israel and the ICC itself. Neither the ICC jurisdiction nor
the interests of justice are clear in this case on behalf of
Palestine. In the preliminary examination phase, it has

been many years prior to commencing investigations,
and prosecutions might run easily another 15 years. Given
the high expense and low prospects of success, the case
might be regarded as wasteful.

The 1CC is serving a political function in this case, which
poses many risks to it as an international institution. Its
funding and reputation, and the willingness of states to
co-operate with its staff, are at risk. The playing field in
the 1CC tilts against Israel, and there is no fair or
winnable legal game.

This ‘Situation in Palestine’ has been a politically driven
process intended to attack Israel from the beginning. A
crime of indirect transfer of civilians was inserted in the
ICC’s Statute of Rome when it was being negotiated in
2000 specifically to prosecute Israel (article 8(2)(b)(viii) of
the Rome Statute). The ICC Prosecutor has consulted
and collaborated intensively with Palestinian officials and
NGOs over the past decade. The ICC prosecutor, Fatou
Bensouda, announced the commencement of the formal
investigation during the final months of her tenure to
pave the way for the incoming prosecutor, Karim Khan,
to implement that investigation when he starts his 9-year
term as Prosecutor in June 2021.

ICC States Parties have limited possibilities to influence
these events. Although a State Party might object or even
initiate a dispute (under article 119 of the Rome Statute)
within the ICC Assembly of States Parties, a majority will
isolate any objector due to leverage exercised by the 56-
member block of the Organisation for Islamic Cooperation.

Therefore, Israel needs to take political steps to counter
the ICC. 1t can prohibit within its domestic jurisdiction
all cooperation, funding or activities that support the ICC
prosecution. It can also seek to mobilise external political
support in the form of non-cooperation by other
countries with the 1CC, their reviews of ICC performance
and budget, and even sanctions on ICC staff.

Professor Gregory Rose is a professor of law at Wollongong University in
Australia. He is Chairman of the University Senate. He is an Academic
Adviser to The Hague Initiative for International Cooperation (thinc.).

Editor's Choice for June 2021 - A ‘must-read’ so you can walk with God

For many people today there is no certainty anymore that God exists.
Maybe there is a force, but a personal God? That concept faded away after
the atrocities of the 20th and the 21st century. Science and technology
have taken their place. But will they be able to save the world? Or give me
that inner feeling of peace, and happiness and bliss? The Christian faith
claims to be a religion of deliverance, of redemption. A daily life full of
energy, power, enthusiasm, a life of 'WOW?'? And if that were possible,

By Rev William JJ Glashouwer

SLL:

how do you get it? How can you personally participate in the redemptive
work of Jesus Christ? The author wants to show the reader from the Bible
that it is really possible to Live a Life of Victory. For with/in Christ our sin-
nature also died on the cross. Therefore 'sin' no longer has a right to have
power over us. The Holy Spirit enables us to start a New Life, so that we
may walk in the Spirit and bring forth the nine-fold fruit of the Spirit. That
is not a dream. That is a Biblical promise!




O (NZ)

June 2021 | Israel & Christians Today
Sivan - Tamuz 5781

ICC /-

Is the ICC Decision a Peaceful Solution?

m David Robinson

Former Associate Judge of the High Court of New
Zealand and Honorary Consul for Israel

On 5 February 2021, Pre Trial Chamber One of the
International Criminal Court (1CC), in a majority
decision, ruled that the ICC is permitted to exercise
jurisdiction over events occurring in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, thus authorising the 1CC Prosecutor’s
investigation into allegations of war crimes in these areas.

The State of Israel is not a signatory to the Statute of
Rome, which established the ICC. The 1CC has absolutely
no jurisdiction over sovereign states that have not signed
the Rome Statute. Consequently, the ICC is acting
illegally when authorising the prosecutor to investigate
Israel for alleged war crimes.

On a key question, whether there is actually a Palestinian
State capable of delegating jurisdiction to the court, the
Chamber declined to conduct a genuine legal analysis of the
issue and based its determinations on resolutions adopted
by the UN General Assembly. Such one-sided resolutions
decided by an automatic political majority bear little
relation to the law or fact, especially in relation to Israel.
The questions before the court are questions of law and fact
and cannot simply be decided by a political show of hands.
The ICC’s decision is a political rather than a legal decision.

Rather than acting as a court of law, the ICC functions as
a political body making decisions based on the interests
of its members. By way of example, the prosecutor Fatou
Bensouda came to the ICC after her tenure as Minister of
Justice for Gambia. She presided over and enforced the
country’s laws and practices favouring torture, arbitrary
arrest, legal rape, sex trafficking, and female genital
mutilation. Despite a 2018 US State Department report
detailing these practices, and despite the fact that Gambia
is a signatory to the Rome Statute, prosecutor Bensouda
has not seen fit to prosecute the leadership of her
homeland, including herself. Nor has she seen fit to
prosecute the leaders of Syria who are responsible for the
largest loss of human life in recent history, Turkey which
in the last decades murdered thousands of Kurds, China
which is holding millions of Muslims in ‘reduction
camps’; Iran, which is behind the war crimes being
perpetrated in Yemen, and many more.

There are serious concerns about the way the ICC
operates. At a cost of many millions of dollars, it has
succeeded in securing only five convictions for core
crimes and is currently facing a serious crisis of
legitimacy. Its reputation has been further eroded by the
recent report of an Independent Expert Review Body
which reported a litany of managerial deficiencies,
including a failure to adequately address the feasibility of
investigations, a troubling dilution of the preconditions
for ICC intervention, and an organisational culture
characterised by bullying, harassment, lack of
accountability and incoherent jurisprudence.

The report of the independent Review Body made the
following comment on the way Judges are appointed to
the court:

It is most concerning that the existing practice of states
trading votes out of political self-interest, unrelated to the
calibre of the candidate for election to a leading
international judicial post, is so well entrenched that some
States Parties to this day find it politically expedient and
acceptable to adhere to it. (paragraph 963 of the report)

The Independent Review Body’s report noted at
paragraph 976 that although Article 36 of the Rome
Statute required selection of the ‘most highly qualified
candidates’ at the last election, eight candidates
described as ‘formally qualified’, and six described as
‘particularly well qualified, were elected.

Until the court has rectified the serious defects identified
by the Independent Review Body and can deliver
judgments and rulings as an independent court without
political interference, the decision of Israel and the

International Criminal Court in The Hague, Netherlands. | Photo: Britannica

United States not to accept the court’s jurisdiction is
justified.

There have been two inquiries into Israel’s alleged illegal
activity conducted by well qualified and independent
jurists. The first is the inquiry headed by Justice Richard
Goldstone into potential war crimes and possibly crimes
against humanity by both Israel and Hamas during the
Gaza War of 2008-09, and the second was the inquiry
headed by Sir Geoffrey Palmer of New Zealand relating to
the Flotilla Incident on the 31 May 2010.

Justice Goldstone concluded, on the evidence adduced
and in the absence of any evidence from Israel, which had
not taken any part in the inquiry, that Israel could have
committed war crimes by deliberately targeting civilians.
Following the report, further evidence became available
from Israel, resulting in Justice Goldstone concluding
that during the conflict, Israel did not intentionally target
civilians and conceded that his earlier decision to find
Israel guilty of war crimes was wrong.

The panel headed by Sir Geoffrey Palmer relating to the
Flotilla Incident of 31 May 2010 concluded that Israel’s
blockade of Gaza was legal according to International
Law being imposed as a legitimate security measure to
prevent weapons from entering Gaza sea. The panel also
concluded Israel was legally entitled to visit and search
vessels attempting to breach the blockade and to capture
a vessel found to be in breach of the blockade.
Furthermore, the panel concluded that enforcement may
take place on the high seas and may be conducted by
force if a vessel resists. It is concerning that news media
both overseas and in New Zealand completely ignore Sir
Geoftrey Palmer’s conclusions and continually describe
Israel’s blockade of Gaza as being illegal.

The results of these two inquiries support the conclusion
that Israel as a state is not guilty of any war crimes.
Furthermore, Israel has a legal system that deals with
allegations of criminal misconduct under the rule of law.
Israel’s judicial system is highly regarded among objective
jurists and scholars. Its Supreme Court is one of the best
in the world. 1t repeatedly holds individual soldiers
accountable for any violations of the law of war or
international law in general. Under the Rome Treaty, the
ICC does not have jurisdiction over acts committed by
any nation which has a legal system that deals with
allegations of criminal misconduct under the rule of law.
Israel clearly has such a system.

Hamas doesn’t even purport to accept the rule of law. It
boasts about its desire to kill civilians, including babies,
women and the elderly. It targets schools with rockets and
terror tunnels. It glorifies terrorists who have killed
civilians. Both the Goldstone inquiry and the inquiry of Sir

Geoffrey Palmer concluded that Hamas was guilty of war
crimes by firing rockets aimed at civilian targets in Israel.

Hamas has shown complete contempt for such rulings by
continuing to fire rockets at civilian targets in Israel.

Since September 2000, Palestinian organisations and
individual Palestinian attackers have been responsible for
killing approximately 1000 Israeli civilians. In the last few
years, more than 5o Israeli civilians have been murdered
and over 1000 injured in an endless chain of shootings,
stabbings and a myriad of other forms of violence which
have systematically targeted Israeli civilians of all ages.
Under official Palestinian Authority legislation,
Palestinians incarcerated for nationalistic or religiously
motivated crimes against Israelis are automatically
awarded a monthly stipend starting at approximately US
$400 for the less serious offences and reaching up to
approximately US $3,429 for those serving a sentence of
over 30 years. Additionally, they are entitled to a one
lump sum bonus which can reach US $25,000, and
sometimes more, on their release. Regular Palestinian
criminals such as robbers, thieves and other forms of
non-politically motivated crimes interned in Israel are
ineligible for support under this program. Consequently,
these payments cannot be described as welfare but more
accurately as ‘pay for slay’

Both Hamas and the Palestinian Authority do not see
themselves as being obliged to comply with humanitarian
International Law. On the other hand, the Israel Defense
Forces have developed an array of means to strike a
balance between its obligation to protect its citizens and
its commitments to act within the framework of
International Law. These measures include issuing alerts
in combat zones, leafleting, placing calls, and sending
warning text messages, as well as the ‘knock-on-roof’
measure which involves the dropping of an empty shell
on rooftops in order to allow civilians the opportunity to
evacuate before an air strike or artillery strike take place.

The investigation authorised by the ICC will do nothing to
advance a peaceful solution to this unfortunate conflict.
The only way to advance the prospect of a peaceful
solution is for the parties to enter into direct negotiations
and for the Palestinians to agree on a two-state solution
which involves accepting the legitimacy of the State of
Israel. The Palestinian leadership should desist from
continuing the armed struggle and follow the example of
the late Nelson Mandela. He negotiated a peaceful transfer
of power without resorting to violence, establishing the
rainbow nation with equal rights for all, notwithstanding
their religious or ethnic backgrounds. Instead of
prosecuting and punishing the leaders of apartheid, he
established the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.
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Churchill in the Holy Land

B Joanna Moss
NZ Friends of Israel (NZFOI) | Wellington

In 1922 Winston Churchill, then newly appointed
Secretary of State for the Colonies, convened the
Cairo Conference to discuss the future of the defunct
Ottoman Empire. Attendees were a mixture of
leaders from various factions and experts such as
Faisal, Abdullah, TE Lawrence (of Arabia), Sir Herbert
Samuels and Gertrude Bell. It took place over two
weeks in Cairo, then reconvened in Jerusalem.
Recently, the International Churchill Society hosted
an online conference to revisit its significance.

However, in this article, we will focus on its spiritual
significance, namely generational legacy, selection,
appointment and training of God’s anointed,
opposition, timing, repetitive nature of the biblical
themes, and examine how God uses people to bring
about his metanarrative. As you will see, it is a
remarkable story that should encourage your faith.

Winston Churchill was the son of Lord Randolph
Churchill. Although gentiles, they were firm friends of
leading Jews in the Jewish community, at a time when
it was unpopular to do so. They bore the brunt of anti-
Semitic remarks but saw themselves following in the
tradition of Jewish PM Benjamin Disraeli, thereby
creating a generational legacy backed up with action. As
MP for Manchester North-west, Winston’s constituency
was one-third Jewish. Churchill knew his bible.

In 1908 Winston Churchill wrote an article for the
lllustrated Sunday Herald newspaper appealing to the
Jews of Russia to choose between Zionism and
Bolshevism. This concern was to continue shaping
his thinking during the wars and in the postWW2
period. Interestingly, fears of Jews importing
Bolshevism into NZ shaped our immigration policy.

As conference speaker Professor Arie Dubnov noted,
“The Zionist cause was at a dead-end before the war
(WWTI) broke out”. But the time to favour Zion had
come. The exile was ending. Now it was a question of
using key people to achieve God’s purposes in a timely
way. Enter Arthur Balfour, Winston Churchill and
Chaim Weizmann.

In his article, Churchill made a profound statement:
“We owe to the Jews in the Christian revelation, a
system of ethics which, even if it were entirely
separated from the supernatural, would be
incomparably the most precious possession of
mankind, worth in fact the fruits of all other wisdom
and learning put together. On that system and by that
faith there has been built out of the wreck of the
Roman Empire the whole of our existing civilisation.”
Churchill & the Jews, Sir Martin Gilbert p38

Those familiar with the Book of Romans chapter 9-11
will recognise that Churchill was referring to the
debt that Christians owe the Jews. Later he would
quantify it in terms of the cost of the Mandate. But in
the initial phase, it was about gentiles being used as
instruments to achieve His divine purpose.

The Cairo Conference established some of the land
claims of the various people groups. After two weeks,
Churchill, TE Lawrence and Sir Herbert Samuel left
Cairo by train and crossed the Nile and Sinai to enter
Palestine. Amazingly, their departure date was
symbolically Purim, the day the Jews were
miraculously saved from the evil Antisemites. In
effect, a cry had gone out regarding the land west of
the Jordan, where 600,000 Arabs and 83,000 Jews
lived. But these three men in their own way would be
the deliverers — Churchill on the British Mandate
front, an Anglo Jew Sir Herbert Samuel as the first
High Commissioner maintaining local order and TE
Lawrence an Arab sympathiser with Zionist
tendencies who would appease the Arabs.

Obviously, the departure parallels the Exodus story
and Christ himself, “Out of Egypt 1 called my son”

Matthew 2.15. Good Friday is the day they entered
Israel at troublesome Gaza and encountered an anti-
Jewish riot. TE Lawrence would have been in no
doubt what was being said. The next stop involves
going up a mountain range to Judea. Like Moses
going up a mountain to receive instruction. It is here
in Jerusalem that Churchill celebrates Easter. It must
have left a mark on him. On Resurrection Sunday, he
went to the British Military cemetery and made a
speech “commemorating the victorious dead who
had given their lives to liberate the land and bring
about peace and amity amongst its inhabitants, but
there remained the duty and responsibility on those
who were present to see that the task was
completed”. This could be taken in multiple ways,
i.e. meaning sacrifice to bring about a Jewish state or
the return of the Messiah when peace will reign.

In Jerusalem, Churchill heard from Abdullah and
from supporters of the Zionist cause regarding the
Balfour Declaration and creating a Jewish homeland.
Symbolically he planted a tree at Mt Scopus on the
site of the Hebrew University, signifying the future of
a Jewish state with strong institutions. He
proclaimed that the establishment of a national
Jewish home in Palestine would be a blessing to the
whole world, a blessing to the Jewish race scattered
all over the world and a blessing to Great Britain,
reiterating the Abrahamic covenant. He even called it
a land of milk and honey!

Churchill descended the mountain, and met with the
Mayor of Tel Aviv, then went on to Rishon le Zion, a
pioneering settlement, before returning to Egypt.
Whenever you hear Rishon le Zion’s name, you will
recall the meaning as First to Zion. This was the
town liberated by the New Zealanders on 15
November 1917 with the important catch cry “we
found water” that applied to the Jews and Kiwis. Sir
Martin Gilbert tells an interesting story about the
background to Churchill’s visit. At a town meeting,
Rishon’s young people overrode their negative elders
and promised to stress all the positives of the new
settlement. They rode their horses to the village edge,
waiting to enthusiastically welcome him in. Churchill
was captivated by their spirit, the orderly vineyards
and settlement. This positive story of the Promised
Land comes complete with grapes, just like Joshua
and Caleb’s account. It would shape Churchill’s and
the Empire’s view of Zionism, and the rest is history,
as they say. Imagine what would have happened if
they had moaned. | Photos: Wikimedia Commons

Winston Churchill and his wife 1910.

Snow in Jerusalem 1921.

Winston Churchill at Government House on 28 March 1921 in Jerusalem.

Significant Events in Israel’s Rebirth

Significance: Balfour Declaration
400 years since Reformation
Jew-Gentile covenant Gen 21

Week of Sukkot (Tabernacles)

Good Friday

Hannukah (Festival of Light)

Purim (Liberation of the Jews)

Resurrection Sunday Jerusalem
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Israel Supporters Group

m Rob Holding

Speaker & Content Provider | Know My Faith

On the morning of Yom HaShoah (Holocaust
Remembrance Day), an informal gathering of several
Christian organisations and individuals, with a common
heart to support the Jewish people and the land of Israel,
took place at the Gracecity Café in Greenlane, Auckland
on 8 April. Yom HaShoah is Israel’s day to commemorate
the approximately six million Jews who perished in the
Holocaust as a result of the actions carried out by Nazi
Germany, and its collaborators.

« the Holocaust and Antisemitism Foundation’s latest
exhibition Auschwitz Now.

Don Thompson from YESH spoke about the new cell
phone app, making it easier for Israeli travellers to find
hosts around the country. With what will prove to be a
more than two-year hiatus, we could be expecting
upwards of 10,000 young Israelis visiting New Zealand
once the borders reopen.

The meeting was graced with a visit by the new Israeli
ambassador, his Excellency Ran Yaakoby, who thanked the
group for their support and, having chosen to wear semi-

The purpose of the gathering was not to look at Jewish
evangelism but to discuss various ways the attendees were
showing practical support for Israel and standing against a
growing tide of global anti-Semitism.

Like many Covid affected events, the annual get together
had been postponed for nearly 12 months, was co-
‘chaired’ by Pastor Nigel Woodley, New Zealand
chairman of Operation Exodus, and Bryce Turner of
Christians for Israel. Bryce frequently promised that
copious amounts of Israeli refreshments were available
for consumption during the day.

The purpose of the gathering was not to look at Jewish
evangelism but to discuss various ways the attendees were
showing practical support for Israel and standing against
a growing tide of global anti-Semitism. These included:

¢ The Protection of Zion Trust’s ongoing campaign to
educate the wider New Zealand public on Israel’s
internationally constitutional right to be in the land. The
Trust is doing this by sponsoring full-page
advertisements in some of the country’s major
newspapers, and;

Yom

The Holocaust and Antisemitism Foundation, Aotearoa
New Zealand, held an event at Elim Christian College on
8 April to commemorate Yom HaShoah (Holocaust
Memorial Day) and also the opening of the ‘Auschwitz.
Now! exhibition.

Guest speakers included HE Ambassador Ran Yaakoby,
Holocaust survivor Robert Narev OMNZ, Dr Sheree
Trotter, Dame Lesley Max, Elim’s Murray Burton MNZM
and Pastor Steve Green. Rebbetzin Deb Levy Friedler
MC’d the event.

Members of Parliament in attendance included
Christopher Luxon, Michael Wood, Chris Penk and
Simon O’Connor. Elliot Ikelei and former MP Alfred
Ngaro also attended.

Holocaust Foundation co-founder Dr Sheree Trotter’s
speech included remarks on New Zealand’s historical
engagement with the issue of Jewish persecution:

“In the 19th century, when Jews in Russia experienced
severe persecution, our government sent a letter to the
Russian Emperor urging that ‘all exceptional and
restrictive laws’ imposed upon his Jewish subjects be
repealed and that they be given equal rights.

Sir George Grey believed that by presenting this petition
to the Russian Emperor, New Zealand would be taking
for the first time a place amongst the nations of the world’
He hoped that it would be recorded in history that, at the
beginning of its life as a nation, New Zealand strove to do
good to her fellow man in other parts of the world.

More than fifty years later, Prime Minister Peter Fraser
showed great compassion for the plight of the Jewish
people. At the 1945 San Francisco Conference, which

formal attire, singled out Dennis McLeod as the only
person in the room wearing a tie. The ambassador spoke
passionately of a desire to see greater economic relations
between our two countries. He expressed consternation at
the ongoing lack of a New Zealand embassy in Israel and
assured us that the Israeli government would welcome the
establishment of a New Zealand embassy in Israel.

Also in attendance were Rabbi Nathanael and Rebbetzin
Deb Friedler, along with their youngest son Achiya, whose
birth just prior to the Covid lockdown last year
highlighted a dependence the NZ Jewish community have
on qualified mohalim from the Kashrut Authority of New
South Wales to perform certain ‘medical procedures. On
behalf of the Jewish Community, the couple thanked
those at the meeting for the love and acceptance. Shulamit
Ataya echoed this sentiment; an Israeli born Messianic
believer married a New Zealander of Lebanese descent.

Holocaust Memorials

at Yad Vashem

In this reqular column, we look at Holocaust memorials
at Yad Vashem. Each issue, we will feature a different
memorial and tell the story and message behind each

one. We thank Mikaela Hood from Villa Maria College for
researching and writing each article.

The Valley of Communities

The Valley of Communities is a memorial to the
Jewish communities which were destroyed during the
Holocaust. This below ground level memorial is a 2.5
acres site excavated into Mt Remembrance. From
above, the depth of the site is hidden, with only the
top layer of the natural bedrock exposed. As you
descend, monumental stone pillars and walls tower
above, creating cavernous areas. Entering further, the
107 walls form a labyrinth of open courtyard, narrow
spaces and dead ends. Sense of direction is quickly
lost, evoking a sense of confusion, distress and loss.
Walking around this memorial is symbolic of the
experiences by Jews, who were often disconnected
from their family and communities. Engraved on the
stone walls are the names of 5000 Jewish
communities devastated by the Holocaust.

HaShoah at Elim

helped establish the United Nations, he stated,
“Whatever can be done to help the persecuted Jewish
people shall and must be done to the utmost ability of all
right-thinking men.”

Unfortunately, words did not always translate into
action. When in the 189os there was the possibility of
Russian Jewish refugees coming to NZ, the government
opposed the scheme because of the economic impact it
might have during a time of depression. Again in the
years leading up to WWII, there were many expressions
of sympathy for Jews suffering under Nazi rule, but our
government imposed harsh immigration policies and
placed obstacles in the way of Jewish refugees. Only 1100
were admitted to the country by 1939. New Zealand could
have done much, much more.

Post-war, up to forty-six Nazi war criminals were believed
to have fled to New Zealand. Despite a two-year
investigation by a government formed taskforce in the
early 1990s, none of the suspects was brought before a
court of law. Dr Efraim Zuroff, known as ‘The Last Nazi
Hunter’ (and a member of our Foundation’s International
Council), noted that ‘out of Great Britain, the United
States, Canada and Australia, New Zealand was the only
one that chose not to take legal action after a
governmental inquiry into the presence of Nazis in New
Zealand”

It is worth noting that of these same countries, New
Zealand is the only one that today is not a member of the
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance, an
organisation committed to promoting Holocaust

education, research and remembrance. | Photos: Zahn Trotter,
smoke.co.nz
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The Entebbe Story

The Inspiring True Story of the Daring Rescue of Jewish Hostages by the IDF

m Rob Holding

27 June 1976 - Air France Flight AF 139 carrying 248
passengers and 12 crew, was hijacked by four terrorists
while en-route from Tel Aviv - via Athens - to Paris.

In Athens four terrorists boarded the plane, re-directing
it to Bengasi in Libya, where it was re-fuelled, then flown
to Entebbe in Uganda. Passengers and crew were held
hostage in the old airport terminal at Entebbe. Selection
occurred next day with the separation of Jewish and non-
Jewish passengers - all non-Jewish passengers, were later
released. Captain Michel Bachus and his flight crew chose
to remain as hostages.

The ‘masterminds’ of the hijacking demanded millions of

dollars and the release of 53 terrorists - with the

ultimatum that ALL hostages would be killed if demands

were not met. Israel maintained negotiations with them,

while quietly planning to fly a team of elite commandos
4000km to Entebbe, in a
daring rescue mission
codenamed ‘Operation
Thunderbolt’

Rami Sherman (left), Retired

IDF Major, Commander and

Operations Officer, is part of

this inspirational story. The son

of Holocaust survivors, he was
born and raised on Kibbutz Lehavot Habashan in
Northern Israel, near the Syrian border.

On the ramp in front of the control tower at Entebbe Airport. | Wikipedia Commons

Rami joined the Israel Defence Force in 1972, becoming
part of an elite unit named Sayeret Matkal- known
simply as ‘The Unit.

As Operations Officer, Rami was part of the first assault
group of 33 officers and soldiers, who fought to free the
hostages in the Old Terminal. He was also responsible for
leading the rescued hostages to the waiting Hercules. As
the son of Holocaust survivors, he said this part of the
rescue caused emotions he found hard to put in words.

4 July 2016 marked the 4oth Anniversary of Operation
Thunderbolt, which was renamed Operation Yonatan
one week after the mission, in honour of Yoni Netanyahu
who was killed in the Operation. An official
commemoration was held at Entebbe Airport, with
dignitaries from Israel and Uganda attending.

Captain Michel Bachus, pilot of the hijacked plane, was
Christian. He and his crew remained behind in solidarity
with the Jewish hostages, and along with their Israeli
Army rescuers, showed exemplary courage in life-
threatening circumstances, by doing what was right in
the face of something that was terribly wrong.

Captain Bachus was held in high regard for the integrity Rami Sherman with Ugandan guards at the Entebbe Airport.
he displayed during the hostage crisis. He said he would . o o . ) o )

do the same thing again, if given the same choice. He Bruce Mackenzie, a Kenyan official with Christian values,  actions dramatically reduced hijackings worldwide and
passed away in March 2019 aged 95. The Israeli National persuaded the Kenyan government to lend vital assistance  inspired the people of Uganda to ultimately overthrow
Anthem ‘Hatikvah’ (The Hope) was played at his funeral, to the Israel Defence Force, making what seemed an the brutal dictator, 1di Amin, who was complicit in the

as he had requested. impossible mission, miraculously achievable. Israel’s hijacking. ‘Am Yisrael Chai’ (The people of Israel is alive).

WE NEED YOUR JEWISH RECIPES

Christians for Israel NZ is looking for YOUR (or your family's) Israeli-Jewish recipe

Zh/skreg;,laz to feature in a NEW authentic Israeli-Jewish recipe book.
00K Wi e
ZZ':L/ZZZ © We want to share the unique Israeli-Jewish cuisine with our readers here in New Zealand, but we need your help. Please dig

/éehlp, the out your recipes and send them in. You can send as many as you like. Here’s some tips for recipe submission:
ristians
for Israel
ministry
Onffftlzs Zealand or supply an alternative. + |sit a main meal, dessert etc?
printed.

Ensure your ingredients are easily found in New + Share who's recipe it is eg: Mum’s, Aunty Pat’s etc

If you have any helpful tips or shortcuts, be sure to + Share which festival/holiday the dish relates to if
include them. applicable.

Email your recipe(s) to Cathy Coldicutt: newspaper@cgisrael.org or Mail to: Recipe Submission, PO Box 12-006, Penrose, Auckland 1642




10 vz

June 2021 | Israel & Christians Today
Sivan - Tamuz 5781

Israeli Life in NZ /-

“1 Have Always Loved Israel”

m Yifat Goddard

Shalom, my name is Yifat Goddard, born and grew up in
Israel.

I have always loved Israel. Israel is the country 1 was born
in, the place I grew up in, the place where I took my first
steps, learned to read and write, had my first kiss and
my first love, walked the desert, joined the IDF, laughed
and cried, and didn’t know just how much I would miss
Israel, till I started my travels around the world. I also
didn’t realise how many people don’t like Israel or Israelis
or the Jewish people altogether. At the same time, 1 have
met people who never been to Israel, but love it so much.

Even though 1 studied the Bible at school and knew that
God loves Israel, I didn’t realise then the plans he has for
Israel, for the Jewish nation, for you and me.

1 didn’t know that Jewish people and Christian people
worship the same God; 1 didn’t know much about
Yeshua; I was told he left the Jewish people to start a new
religion; 1 didn’t know how much I didn’t know.

1 was born to a family who arrived in Israel from different
countries. My father’s family arrived in Israel from Iraq.
My mum’s father came from Kurdistan, and mum’s
mother and her family lived through the troubles of the
holocaust in Poland, were moved to Germany and escaped
to Russia, and on to France before arriving in Israel.

My family were persecuted and so 1 became wary of
Christianity. 1 didn’t realise that what was done to them
was carried out in the name of Christianity but did not
represent all Christians.

As years went by, 1 travelled the world and settled in New
Zealand, studied theology and mental health. 1
understood the power of forgiveness and the importance
of Israel to Christianity.

I understood that God has covenants with Israel,
everlasting covenants. I've started to love Israel even
more, not because 1 was born there but because God
loves it so much.

“They will come with weeping; they will pray as 1 bring
them back. 1 will lead them beside streams of water on a
level path where they will not stumble because 1 am Israel’s
father, and Ephraim is my firstborn son.” (Jeremiah 31 v 9)

So why Israel? Why do Christians need to understand the
love of God towards Israel?

For a start, God actually says so. All through the Bible
stories of Israel we understand that God is a father to
Israel. He held their hands and bent down to feed
them(Hosea). Through that the Bible stories we
understand that God loves Israel as a husband loves a wife
(Jeremiah) Through the stories of Israel we understand
that God is a judge and our lawgiver (Isaiah), that God

Farewell to Scott Brown

Some coincidences make you sit up and take notice. The
appointment of Scott Brown (pictured above) as US
Ambassador to New Zealand (2017-20) was one of them.
The likelihood that the US Ambassador to NZ would
share the same name as the American head of Celebrate
Messiah NZ is probably not high. After all, Scott is not a
popular name. But in using the similarity, God was
pointing out that ‘our’ Scott was indeed an Ambassador
for Christ. Anyone who knows him can attest to that.

Scott came to NZ in 2007 when his beloved wife Margie
had suggested a motorcycle trip to celebrate their wedding
anniversary. Scott wasn't even sure he knew where NZ
was. Whilst tripping around NZ, they kept running into
Israelis. Scott, a Messianic congregation leader, and a
passionate evangelist, noted that here was an opportunity
not to be missed. Not long afterwards, God gave him a
vision for a ministry to Israeli travellers in NZ. This birthed
Celebrate Messiah, a Chosen People Global Ministry
division, an established global outreach ministry to Jews.

Next came the hard part. How was God going to open
the door to allow the Browns to come to NZ? Enter the
Danseys Pass campground. Danseys where? Most Kiwis

were scratching their heads. It’s in the middle of
nowhere. But in buying the campground and with plenty
of prayers, their visas were miraculously obtained. Once
word got out that a zany Jew had bought Danseys Pass
campground and was offering free accommodation, the
Israelis flocked to it. It was a safe place to hear the gospel
and ask questions. Once it got too small, a move was
made to Zula Lodge in Wanaka. Scott put out the
purchase request, and the money flooded in. Early on,
Scott recognised the need to partner with local believers,
and so he was able to link with the many believers who
are providing free or low-cost accommodation in other
areas. There was also a need to involve the locals in
prayer and to educate them in the Jewishness of the
scriptures and develop their love for Israel and the Jews.
The ministry grew and grew, and the rest is history.

Scott recognised that his time in NZ was drawing to a
close and that it was time to pass the ministry on to
others. In leaving NZ in May, Scott will be returning to
the US with the love, goodwill and gratitude of Kiwis.
Many know that it’s a case of “Well done good and
faithful servant’

will never leave us, and he loves us forever (1 Kings).

There is no need to replace any theology for another but
continue and share the truth that has been given to us.

Amidst the Israel Terror

NZ Israelis: 11 Days of Fear

For Tanya Levy, (pictured above with her three
daughters), the starting point of the Israel-Hamas
conflict came at her daughters’ tennis lesson. The siren
indicating they had 9o seconds to find shelter before a
possible missile hit sounded while they were in the
middle of the courts.

Levy, a ‘born and bred Aucklander’ who moved to
Israel 20 years ago, compares her reaction to the siren
to how residents of Wellington or Christchurch
respond to the first signs of a quake.

“You just switch into business mode,” she said.

That meant finding the closest bomb shelter - in her
case, in the nearby basketball court building. The 11
days of conflict that followed were marked by the
same constant ‘mapping out), she said. Every journey
was dictated by where the next shelter might be.

“As a parent you do that while trying to convey
absolute calm.”

Levy’s family lives in Jerusalem. She said while the area
was only targeted at the beginning, she lived those 11
days “under the tension of what could happen next”.
Her three daughters, 7-year-old twins Sivan and Neta
and g-year-old Michal, spent the nights sleeping in the
bomb shelter.

“They know if a siren comes in the night they don'’t
need to do anything, Mummy and Daddy will appear.
It’s an interesting situation when that’s how you put
your kids to bed every night.”

Article written by Josephine Franks from Stuff.
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Fourth Encouragement:

The joy of the festival reflects the believer’s journey of faith

B Keith Buxton

Former National Director | Bridges for Peace Australia

The Feast of Tabernacles is marked by a real spirit of joy
and celebration, and thanksgiving. In ancient times, it
was by far the most festive of ‘the Lord’s appointed feasts’.

It is also very much a time of remembrance, as the Jews
express gratitude to the Lord for His continual presence
and faithfulness in protecting and providing for His
people during their desert wanderings. During the seven
days of the feast, family members live under the shelter of
leaves called the sukkah.

The intentionally flimsy nature of the sukkah is a
powerful reminder to the Jews, and to all of us, that life
on earth is a temporary journey, a journey of faith and
trust in the living God. Earlier, we focused on the sukkah
as a symbol of our own human frailty and weakness. Now
we look at this matter of our being ‘aliens and strangers
on earth’ (Hebrews 11:13).

The sukkah is not a permanent home - not at all! Nor is
this earth our true home - we are just ‘passing through’.
All through Genesis, we read of the patriarchs - Noah,
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob - dwelling in tents. There may well
be a spiritual significance in that, for in Hebrews 11:8-16,
we read:

“By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place, he would
later receive as his inheritance, obeyed, and went, even
though he did not know where he was going. By faith, he
made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a
foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob,
who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he was
looking forward to the city with foundations, whose
architect and builder is God...

“All these people were still living by faith when they died.
They did not receive the things promised; they only saw
them and welcomed them from a distance. And they
admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth.
People who say such things show that they are looking for
a country of their own... They were longing for a better
country - a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed
to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.”

They were aliens and strangers on earth longing for a
better country. For 40 years, God led the Israelites in the
wilderness desert where they similarly had no permanent
homes. They were on their way to the Promised Land -
they were heirs to the land but had not yet reached it,
and their temporary dwellings were a picture of that.

Peter makes this same point, namely that as Christians,
we are pilgrims in this world: “Peter, an apostle of Jesus
Christ, to God’s elect, strangers in the world, scattered
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and
Bithynia... Dear friends, 1 urge you, as aliens and
strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires,
which war against your soul...” (1 Peter 1:1, 2:11).

Jesus makes the same point too when in His beautiful
prayer to His Father recorded in John 17, He says about
His disciples: “1 have given them Your word, and the
world has hated them, for they are not of the world any
more than I am of the world.”

However, as we all well know, the constant assault of the
advertising media in our consumer-oriented world, coupled
with our natural human desire for possessions, combine to
hold many of God’s people in the grip of materialism.

Many of us live our lives thinking that we are here to stay
for good. We invest huge sums of our money in property

and possessions and are in constant danger of selling our
souls to banks and big business.

We can even be so deeply rooted in the ways and pattern
of this world that we live in mortal fear that we could
lose everything - which, of course, we could! We reflected
earlier on the threat of natural disasters and other threats
to our western lifestyles.

The Jew has opportunity to gain a proper, biblical

Jewish men with prayer shawls hold the four plant species - palm leave stalk, citrus, myrtle and willow-branches on Sukkot. | Photo: Shutterstock

perspective on life as he lives for the seven days of
Tabernacles in his temporary booth. He learns afresh that
he is called to trust in Jehovah Jireh, the God who
provides and to hold on as lightly as he can to the
material things with which he has been blessed.

After all, it is the Lord who gives and the Lord who takes
away. Freely you have received, and freely you are to give
(something else we have touched upon). This really is the
pathway to joy! There truly is a joy, a deep sense of
freedom that accompanies the capacity to hold all things
loosely and give them away.

I remember conducting a memorial and celebration
service for an 80-year-old lady who quite unexpectedly
went to be with the Lord. The moment I was given the
news of her death on the phone, I sensed very strongly
the Lord saying to me, “She’s mine!” The clarity of the
phrase really impacted me.

Our problem is that we live in a world, and if we are not
careful, can be dominated by a world system controlled
by the enemy of our souls. And the Lord says to us, “Don’t
listen to the devil! Remember, you're Mine! | have already
provided all that you need for your faith journey in this
world. Be anxious for nothing.”

The call to us all is to be like Paul and learn contentment,
something that is desperately hard in our obscenely
materialistic age. In Philippians 4:11-12, Paul wrote: “1 have
learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 1
know what it is to be in need, and 1 know what it is to
have plenty. ] have learned the secret of being content in
any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry,
whether living in plenty or want.”

It is worth noting that Philippians is
full of references to Paul’s joy. Here
is a mighty servant of the Lord
whose whole life as a believer is an
extraordinary faith journey, full of
difficulties, trials, persecution,
hostility - you name it - and yet he
constantly rejoices and urges the
Philippian believers to rejoice.

How can this be? Because the world
had no hold on him. Only the
gospel and the things of eternity
had any real significance for him.
He could even rejoice in prison
because his imprisonment brought
the gospel to his captors.

True joy, for us as for Paul, is in the
journey of faith. It can never be in

things that tend to control, enslave, and even manipulate
us by their very nature. They become idols. So, in his
Tabernacles sukkah, the thoughtful Jew thinks deeply
about the fact that he is only passing through this world.

1 am reminded of my years of Christian service in Papua
New Guinea. 1 will never forget one morning entering a
small grass hut in the highlands and being greeted by two
of the most shining, joy-filled brown eyes I have ever
seen. They belonged to a young woman who had recently
come to faith in Jesus.

By our standards, she lived in real poverty. Her workday
started at sunrise and did not end till sunset. Her
possessions were meagre. But as 1 talked with her, it was
clear that ‘the eyes had it’! They never stopped shining.
The joy in her eyes reflected her new faith journey and
her contentment in the Lord.

1 Timothy 6:6-8 might have been written for her! “But
godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought
nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.
But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with
that.”

Paul understood where his true citizenship lay. In
Philippians 3:20, he wrote: “But our citizenship is in
heaven. And we eagerly await a Saviour from there, the
Lord Jesus Christ.” When you next celebrate the Feast of
Tabernacles, will you with me reaffirm your true
citizenship and let the joy of the festival reflect your
journey of faith?

Secular and religious Jews buying Etrog (citron fruit) on the eve of Sukkot. | Photo: Flashgo
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EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST NOW INVITED

Journey to Israel

Tentatively March 2022

L e
As the whole world wrestles with Covid-19, organising
travel to Israel is very challenging. Israel is racing
through its vaccination programme and hopes to
reopen its borders very soon. In New Zealand too, our
vaccination programme is well underway. As soon as
full clearance to travel is given we want to return to
Israel.

CHRISTIANS FOR

ISRAEY.

NEW ZEALAND

SUPPORTED BY

1]

rhema media

Escorted by Christians For Israel NZ, join us on an
unforgettable journey to the Holy Land. Explore
biblical history, the ancient to the modern, escorted by
our experienced tour leaders and a Jewish guide with a
profound knowledge of the Bible.

At this stage we are looking for ‘Expressions of
Interest’ in joining our tour and then later, when it is

required, we offer the security of a small, 100%
refundable deposit.

Please email info@cgisrael.org.nz with your
name(s), and contact details, with ‘EXPRESSIONS OF
INTEREST in the subject line.

We will keep you informed as details of the tour are
confirmed.

Did you know, that by purchasing our ESSENTIAL RESOURCES, you are supporting the ministry of Christians for Israel NZ,
enabling us to continue to publish and distribute this newspaper, as well as our newsletter, ReflectioNZ, and other resources? These
ESSENTIAL RESOURCES also provide answers to questions regarding Israel that you may have, or if challenged by others.
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PLUS P&P

New!

PLUS PBP

Behold He Comes
By Rev Willem ]] Glashouwer

Rev Willem ]J Glashouwer presents the Book of
Revelation in a new light. Study God’s roadmap for the
future step-by-step. You only need a couple of minutes
each day in which you study one or two verses of the
Book of Revelation to come to a clearer understanding.
The book of comfort for the Church of Jesus Christ gets
a new meaning for many people in the end times we are
living in — now that the Jewish people are returning
home to Israel. You will discover that God is the
beginning and the end, the first and the last, who is and
who was and who is to come.

Israel and the Church

New!

PLUS P&P

Issue 1: Promised Lands for Every Nation | Issue 2: Exile and Restoration

Promised Lands for Every Nation: For over two thousand years, a large part of the Jewish people have been exiled from the
homeland God had promised them. In our time, we are privileged to see many Jews return to their ancient homeland. The
foundation of the State of Israel in 1948 was a landmark in history, enabling the restoration of the Jewish people in their
homeland. Both exile and restoration of Israel raise many Biblical questions. In this volume, we try to deal with some of them,
centered on what the New Testament has to tell us about exile and restoration.

Exile and Restoration: Israel and the Church is a journal for biblical and theological reflections concerning Israel and the Church
in God’s plan for this world in the light of His coming Kingdom. God has promised a land to the people of Israel. This is a
central theme in the Old Testament. In this edition, we try to trace the theme of the land promise throughout the Scriptures
of Old and New Testament. The Bible promises, however, a land promise for all nations of the earth. The restoration of Israel
is an exhortation to all nations to recognise the God of Israel in faith, and to receive their own portions.

Until — Fourteen Prophetic Horizons
By Rev Willem ]] Glashouwer

UNTIL is just a little word but has a far-reaching
prophetic meaning. The Bible mentions many of these
divine, prophetic ‘untils’. In this book, Rev Willem })
Glashouwer has closely examined fourteen of these
prophetic horizons. The result is extremely encouraging.
History is coming to a climax with a final goal. From
creation to re-creation. From Paradise to the Kingdom
of God.

For our complete range of products or to place an order, complete the coupon on back page and post or email it, or go online: www.cgisrael.org.nz.
Please include payment with the coupon or pay by internet banking (put your name and item as reference). Please add $5.50 for postage (or $9.40 for rural postage)

Receive a FREE calendar with every book purchase white stock tast)

CHRISTIANS FOR ISRAEL NZ

A unique 2021 calendar designed especially for New Zealanders
that showcases the ‘everyday’ life and beauty of Israel.

Western and Hebrew dates

Biblical/Jewish festivals
Israeli holidays

New Zealand public holidays

New Zealand school holidays

Large date area for notes
Monthly psalms
Authentic Israeli photographs

Proudly kiwi designed and
printed
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Analysis )-

Security Implications of Iran-China Deal

B Ardavan Koshhnood

There is no doubt that the agreement will boost Iran’s
intelligence and counterintelligence capabilities and
thereby make it more aggressive.

During the rule of Muhammad Reza Shah Pahlavi, the
Sino-Iranian relationship was strained. At a time when
socialist countries in the Middle East were moving
quickly to establish diplomatic relations with China
(Egypt and Syria in 1956 and Iraq in 1958), Iran had close
ties to Western countries and recognised Taiwan as a
sovereign state. However, as the ideological and political
distance between China and the Soviet Union expanded
in the 1960s, Tehran and Beijing found they had a
common rival in Moscow and grew significantly closer.

The two states established formal diplomatic relations in
1971, and in 1973 Iran sent its first ambassador to Beijing.

In September 1978, when Iran was in turmoil, the premier
of the People’s Republic of China, Hua Guofeng, visited Iran
as a show of support for the Shah. China perceived Iran as a
major political and economic actor in the Middle East,
playing an important role in keeping the region stable while
balancing between East and West. During his visit, Guofeng
warned the Shah “against joint Soviet-American interference
in Iran and their collusion in destabilising the country.”

After the fall of the Shah, Sino-lranian relations continued
to improve. The new Islamic regime saw both the United
States and the Soviet Union as antagonists, not least because
of their support for Iraq in the Iran-Iraq War. The Soviet
Union, which had initially claimed to be neutral, provided
Saddam Hussein with support during the last years of the
war. Although the relationship between Iran and Russia is
cordial today, Tehran knows it cannot rely solely on Russian
support in times of crisis, especially in the face of US
sanctions. By strengthening its relations with China, the
regime hopes to create a triangular alliance that will benefit
its position in the Middle East and toward the West.

For Beijing, Iran is strategically located between China
and Europe and is a vital country for the Belt and Road
Initiative. Iran helps China expand its influence in the
Middle East, a region that contains a vast quantity of
energy resources that China needs.

The Chinese focus on the Middle East is not only about
energy resources and economics. The region is also
important to Beijing from a military-strategic standpoint.
China has long viewed the Middle East as a buffer zone
against foreign aggression on its western frontier.

The Sino-Iranian relationship, driven by common
economic and security interests, has been friendly for five
or six decades. In view of this fact, the newly signed Iran-
China deal should not come as a surprise.

The 25-Year Deal

On Saturday, 27 March 2021, the foreign ministers of Iran
and China signed the Sino-Iranian deal, known as the
Joint Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between the

Havdalah

Jewish faith are explained and discussed.

In this series, ‘Signs of Faith’, objects that express

Wang Yi and Mohammad Javad Zarif after signing the Joint Comprehensive Strategic Partnership on 27 March 2021. | Photo: Wikimedia

Islamic Republic of Iran and the People’s Republic of
China. The deal covers 25 years of cooperation between
the two states and helps Iran break the international
isolation it has been suffering through US sanctions. The
deal also helps China expand its global influence.

It is believed that the deal will provide China with a
highly discounted supply of Iranian oil. In exchange, it
will invest $400 billion in Iranian infrastructure, from
telecommunications and information technology to
health and transport systems. Of course, because of the
Islamic regime’s unwillingness to improve the lives of the
Iranian people, these Chinese investments will primarily,
if not solely, benefit the regime’s elites.

Beyond the deal’s economic features, it has important
security aspects pertaining to intelligence and military
collaboration. While the economic prospects of the deal
should by no means be ignored (as economic power is
critical to political and military power), the security
collaboration stipulated in the deal deserves equal
attention. This collaboration would strengthen the position
of the Islamic regime both in Iran and in the Middle East
while enhancing China’s global position by enabling it to
wield immense influence in the Middle East region.

With respect to military cooperation, the deal outlines
joint training exercises as well as research and weapons
development. While Iran and China already have a well-
established military cooperation, the deal will
institutionalise it even more.

Intelligence sharing is another aspect of the security
collaboration between Iran and China, as presented in
the deal. While this aspect remains secret for obvious
reasons, it is more likely that China will have a large role
in Iranian intelligence and counterintelligence than the
other way around. Through Iran, China will be able to
collect intelligence more easily concerning geopolitical

The ceremony dates back to the early second temple
period. According to Jewish tradition, the text of the
blessing was formulated by the ‘Men of the Great
Assembly’. They were the successors of Ezra the

By Kees de Vreugd
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There is a distinction between light and darkness,
between holy and profane, between Israel and the
nations between the seventh and sixth working days.
That is an essential value in Judaism, expressed in the
Havdalah prayer. The Havdalah is a short ceremony at
the close of the Shabbat and holidays, marking the
distinction between the sanctified day and the
transition to the new week or workday. This happens
when it has become so dark that you can discern
three stars in heaven. The lamps at home are not yet
burning so that the light of the Havdalah candle can
be seen better. So light and darkness have their places
in the ceremony. The Hebrew word Havdalah means
distinction.

Scribe (Ezra 7:6). That would imply that this berachah
is one of the oldest Judaism knows.

For the Havdalah at the end of the Shabbat, a cup of
wine, a candle and a box of fragrant spices are used.
The candle is braided in a special way and has three

pits. Of course, the spices box (hadass) is beautifully
designed, often in silver.

The ceremony opens with reciting verses from Isaiah
12:2-3: “See, God is my salvation...,” followed by a
couple of other Bible verses. With words from Psalm
116: “I shall lift up the cup of salvation and call upon
the name of the Lord” (verse 13), the blessing over the
wine is introduced: “Blessed are You, Lord, our God,
King of the universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine.”

changes and threats in the Middle East. Iranian
intelligence and the Islamic regime’s Quds Force are
highly active and have established a region-wide
intelligence network that can benefit Chinese interests.

Implications of the Deal

The Islamic regime in Iran has experienced numerous
intelligence and counterintelligence failures over the last
decade. To a large extent, this is due to the regime’s
destruction, out of fear of coups, of the Iranian military
and intelligence community after the Islamic Revolution
of 1979. Over its 40-year tenure, the regime has mainly
leaned on the tools of violence, torture and assassination
to gather intelligence and neutralise threats.

The regime understands that effective intelligence and
counterintelligence are vital for its survival. To reform and
improve these areas, Iran recently signed an intelligence
pact with Russia. The intelligence collaboration stipulated
in the deals is in alignment with this goal. The Sino-
Iranian deal will give Iran access to Chinese technology,
training and expertise, and will contribute to stronger
Iranian intelligence and counterintelligence.

Iran is highly active in the region as well as in Europe and
the United States with regard to espionage, terrorism and
destabilisation, and there is no doubt that the Iran-China
deal will boost its intelligence and counterintelligence
capabilities and thereby make it more aggressive. This
will have serious ramifications for the Iranian opposition,
as the Islamic regime will be more effective against its
opponents. The Islamic Republic will become more
robust and forceful as a result of the deal.

Ardavan Khoshnood, a non-resident Associate at the BESA Center, is a
criminologist and political scientist with a degree in intelligence analysis. He
is also an Associate Professor of Emergency Medicine at Lund University in

Sweden. This article was first published by the Begin-Sadat Center for
Strategic Studies.

Finally, the blessing over the light follows. God is
given thanks as the Creator of ‘the light of the fire’
Lighting fire is the principle of one of the categories
of work that are forbidden on Shabbat. Everybody
takes a smell of the spices, the candle is extinguished
in a few drops of wine, and everybody wishes each
other a good week. The Shabbat is bidden farewell,
but with the scent of the spices, the Shabbat is yet
taken into the new week. | Photo: Shutterstock
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Jewish Festivals

Tzom Tammuz

Fast commemorating breaching
the walls of Jerusalem before the

destruction of the Second Temple
27 June 2021

The Seventeenth of Tammuz (Hebrew:
Shiv'ah Asar b’Tammuz) is a Jewish fast
day commemorating the breach of the
walls of Jerusalem before the
destruction of the Second Temple. It
falls on the 17th day of the Hebrew
month of Tammuz and marks the
beginning of the three-week mourning
period leading up to Tisha B’Av.

Shabbat Chazon
Shabbat before Tish’a B’Av
(Shabbat of Prophecy and Vision)

16-17 July 2021

Shabbat Chazon ('Sabbath [of] vision’
takes its name from the haftarah (a
series of selections from the books of
Nevi'im of the Hebrew Bible that is
publicly read in a synagogue as part of
Jewish religious practice) that is read on
the Shabbat immediately prior to the
mournful fast of Tisha B’Av, from the
words of rebuke and doom coming
from Isaiah in the Book of Isaiah 1:1-27.
It is also referred to as the Black
Sabbath due to its status as the saddest
Shabbat of the year (as opposed to the
White Sabbath, Shabbat Shuvah,
immediately precededing Yom Kippur).
Tish'a BAv

The Ninth of Av

17-18 July 2021

Tisha B'Av is an annual fast day in
Judaism, named for the ninth day
(Tish’a) of the month of Av in the
Hebrew calendar. The fast
commemorates the destruction of both
the First Temple and Second Temple in
Jerusalem, which occurred about 655
years apart, but on the same Hebrew
calendar date. Tisha B’Av is never
observed on Shabbat. If the gth of Av
falls on a Saturday, the fast is
postponed until the 1oth of Av.

Tu B'Av

Jewish Holiday of Love

23-24 July 2021

Tu B’Av is a minor Jewish holiday (the
fifteenth of the month Av). In modern-
day Israel, it is celebrated as a holiday
of love (Hebrew: Hag HaAhava), similar
to Valentine’s Day. It has been said to
be a ‘great day for weddings’.

Shabbat Nachamu
Shabbat after Tish’a B’Av

(Shabbat of Consolation)

23-24 July 2021

Shabbat Nachamu takes its name from
the haftarah from Isaiah in the Book of
Isaiah 40:1-26 that speaks of
‘comforting’ the Jewish people for their
suffering. It’s the first of seven haftarahs
of consolation leading up to the
holiday of Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish
New Year.

['heology )-

Rehabilitation of the Pharisees

B Kees de Vreugd

Theologian | Christians for Israel
International & Editor | Israel & the Church

“The scribes and the Pharisees have
seated themselves in the chair of
Moses...” Matthew 23:2

In the common parlour, the Pharisees do
not have a good name. According to
Dutch dictionaries - and 1 suppose it will
be the same in English - a Pharisee is a
hypocrite. That seems to find support in
verses from the Bible. But is that all the
New Testament tells about the Pharisees?

It is remarkable that it was Pharisees who
came to warn Jesus for Herod. Nicodemus
and Joseph of Arimathea were prominent
Pharisees. In the Book of Acts, it is no one
less than Gamaliel, who takes up for the
followers of Jesus (Acts 5:34). There exists a
natural kinship between the Pharisees
and the ‘first church’, just as that was felt
with Jesus (compare Matthew 22:34 and
Marc 12:28).
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Europe in the early 1920s.

Following the 19th century of

defeated German and Ottoman

the Mandate system, which was
intended to help the peoples of

dealing with minority rights.

on a new international legal order.

of international law: the United

By Andrew Tucker

that potentially has teeth.

In a way, the
seeds of the
modern law of
human rights -
its strengths, but
also its inherent flaws — were laid in

colonialism in which the European
powers expanded globally, after WWI,
it was the victorious western powers
(France, Britain, Italy, the USA) who
decided how the territories of the

empires in Europe, the Middle East and
Africa and beyond should be divided
up. At Versailles, the modern concept
of self-determination of peoples was
born. A first, albeit very imperfect,
manifestation was the League of
Nations (created in 1922). This included

mandate territories to independence,
and the complex set of agreements

Tragically, this system failed to prevent
Europe from again plunging into war.
After the horrors of WWII and the
Shoah, the allies agreed not only on the
new borders of Europe. They also agreed

In the 1940s, three things happened
that changed the world fundamentally.
The first was the creation of the UN
and the development of a real system

Nations, with its myriad of organs and
institutions, tribunals and even a court
(the International Court of Justice). For
the first time in history, we can speak
of a truly universal legal system. An
imperfect one, but nevertheless one

Presumably, the negative image of the
Pharisees is fed mainly by their alleged
role in the trial of Jesus (although they
gradually disappear from the scene), by
certain parables, and by the eightfold
‘Woe’ in Matthew 23.

Scribes and the Pharisees have the
authority to explain and apply the laws of
the Torah (Moses). Jesus is speaking to
‘the crowds and His disciples’ Implicitly,
He thus affirms the validity and the
legitimacy of the ‘oral Torah’ (the tradition

The scribes and the Pharisees have seated
themselves in the chair of Moses...

(Matthew 23:2)

Jesus’ warnings there - for that is what 1
believe it is — are by no means soft. As a
matter of fact, you can find comparable
critique in the Talmud as well. So also,
Matthew 23 is not disconnected from
Jewish tradition.

Meanwhile, we could easily read over a
fundamental saying of Jesus: “The scribes
and the Pharisees have seated themselves
in the chair of Moses; therefore all that
they tell you, do and observe,” even if they
perhaps do not do it themselves (Matthew
23:2-3). So, according to Jesus’ saying, the

of the Pharisees, continued by the rabbis
after the destruction of the Temple AD
70). And this is after that, in the previous
chapters, the bankruptcy of the Sadducees
was declared (Matthew 21:43; 22:29).

Despite their own shortcomings, the
leadership over the people is entrusted to
the Pharisees. They may be called ‘rabbi’
(teacher), even though only One is ‘your
Teacher’. Therefore 1 plea for the
rehabilitation of the Pharisees.

Jewish Internationalism and Human

Rights after the Holocaust
by Nathan A. Kurz

The second was the creation of the
State of Israel in 1948. Separated for

to retain their Jewish identity while
integrating into their host nations,
suffering pogroms and persecution
wherever they went, Jews returned to
their ancient homeland from the mid
19th century onwards. After European
Jewry faced near-extinction in the
Holocaust, the Jewish State of Israel
was born on 14 May 1948.

The third was the Universal Declaration

of Human Rights (UDHR) in 1948,
laying the foundations of the modern

human rights movement. While human
rights were barely mentioned in the UN

Charter, since the 1970s, we have

witnessed the explosive development of

the modern human rights movement.
Today, the international legal system is

organised not only on the basis of states

but increasingly around the notion of

not the state or even the nation - is
becoming the main object of
international law.

Remarkably, Jews played a major role in
all three: not only in the State of Israel
(obviously) but also in the development
of the UN and the conceptualisation
and or ganisation of the modern human
rights movement.

This important book by Nathan Kurz
(Birkbeck College, University of
London) is one of a growing body of
academic literature examining the
philosophical and intellectual roots of
the concept of human rights and the

rights movement.

The book’s core thesis is that the
creation of the State of Israel meant

two millennia from their land, struggling

individual human rights. The individual -

role of Jews and Jewish organisations in
the development of the modern human

that it was ‘all but inevitable’ that the
Jewish internationalism that had
developed over previous decades
would irreconcilably collide with the
modern human rights movement. He
describes two aspects to this.

The creation of the Jewish State of Israel
in the midst of conflict in 1948 brought
with it the seeds of divorce. Kurz
acknowledges that the Israeli/Palestinian
conflict is “deeply complex” and that
“Israel was never solely responsible for its
continuation”. Nevertheless, “the non-
resolution of the Palestinian refugee
problem, a long struggle to grant full
citizenship to an Arab minority, and the
maintenance of a military occupation in
the West Bank and Gaza all represented
structural constraints that severely
impeded the practice of Jewish human
rights advocacy.”

Kurz criticises modern representations
(such as Philippe Sands’ recent best-seller
East-West Street), which generally
position the modern human rights
movement, and the Jewish thinkers like
Hersch Lauterpacht, who provided its
intellectual foundations, as providing a
response to deal with the atrocities of the
Holocaust. According to Kurz, this kind of
“celebratory narrative that venerates the
formative role played by Jewish lawyers,
diplomats, and activists in laying the
foundation for a new architecture of
international human rights and criminal
law in the twentieth century” fails to
appreciate “how fraught the relationship
between some Jews and international
rights protection became in the second
half of the twentieth century”.

Andrew Tucker is Director of The Hague Initiative
for International Cooperation.

Jewish Internationalism and Human Rights after
the Holocaust by Nathan A. Kurz. Cambridge
University Press, 2021. ISBN 9781108870429
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A Day of Fasting and Commemoration

B Rev Cornelis Kant

Executive Director | Christians for Israel
International

Tisha B'Av is a day of fasting and
commemoration, and is commemorated
on the ninth of the Jewish month of Av.
This year it will be on 18 July, starting the
evening before. A lot of sad moments in
Jewish history will be commemorated.

In 587 BC, the Babylonian king
Nebuchadnezzar besieged the city of
Jerusalem for almost two years. The
famine became severe, and many
inhabitants tried to escape. They were
captured and killed or taken into exile to
Babylon on the gth of Av. The city and the
holy Temple were entirely destroyed. We
can read about this sad event in 2 Kings 25
and Jeremiah 52. In the book of
Lamentation, the Jewish people lament
and weep about this profound loss.

Seventy years later, the Persian king Cyrus
allowed Jews to return to Jerusalem and
rebuild the city and the Temple. A time of
joy and new hope for the Jewish people. In
the year 70 AD, the Romans besieged the
city resulting in another period of severe
famine. Over a million Jews died of
hunger or were brutally slaughtered by
the Romans. This tragedy took place on
that very gth of Av. One hundred
thousand young men and women were
sold as slaves. And again, the city and the

holy Temple were burnt down and
destroyed. The beginning of 2000 years of
the diaspora of the Jewish people. Today
you can visit the museum ‘Burnt House’
in the old city of Jerusalem and see the
remnants of the burnt houses.

In 135 AD, a Jewish revolt led by Bar
Kochba tried to chase off the Romans, but
unfortunately, this ended in a bloodbath
again on the gth of Av. The Roman
emperor Hadrian changed the name of
Judea in Palestine in order to wipe out any
memory of Israel and Jews.

Every year on this same day, Jews
worldwide sit down, read the book of
Lamentations and commemorate these
tragic events, of which the destruction of
the temple is the culmination.

One might assume that we as Christians
are not involved in this, but unfortunately,
this is not true. When the Roman Empire
fell in the 4th century AD, the Christian
Byzantines came to power in the holy
land. They believed that God eternally
condemned the Jews for killing Jesus.
Only on the gth of Av the Byzantines
allowed Jews to enter the city of Jerusalem
to commemorate the destruction of the
Temple in return for payment.

And as if this were not enough: in 1492
AD, the Spanish king and Christian
Ferdinand van Aragon issued the ‘Edict of
Expulsion’. Spain was to become a purely

Boulders from Roman destruction of the Second Temple. | Photo: Shutterstock

Christian country. Jews had to choose
between conversion and baptism or
expulsion from the land in four months.
Over 100,000 Jews had to leave Spain and
lost almost all their properties. The last
Jew left Spain on the gth of Av. Also, the
famous Jewish scholar and rabbi Abarbanel
left the country and lost his fortune.

So it is important for us as Christians to
be aware of our own history and to
express our compassion to the Jewish
people on Tisha B'Av.

On this very day, the Jewish people are
also looking hopefully forward. Once in
the future, the Messiah will come and
rebuild the Temple. Zechariah says:
“Shout for joy and rejoice, daughter of
Zion; for behold 1 am coming and 1 will
dwell in your midst,” declares the Lord (...)
And the Lord will possess Judah as His
portion in the holy land, and will again
choose Jerusalem’ (Zechariah 2: 10-12).

The Root of Anti-Semitism

B Rev Willem JJ Glashouwer

President | Christians for Israel International

O God, do not keep silent;

Be not quiet, O God, be not still.

See how Your enemies are astir,

How Your foes rear their heads.

With cunning, they conspire against Your people;

They plot against those You cherish.

“Come,” they say, “let us destroy them as a nation,
That the name of Israel be remembered no more.”
With one mind, they plot together;

They form an alliance against You. (Psalm 83:1-5).

Suddenly violence flares up in Israel. Hamas starts to fire
rockets, and Israel defends herself and retaliates.
Explosions of hatred all over the world against the Jewish
people and the State of Israel. During the long history of
the Jewish people, waves of hatred have hit the Jewish
people and Israel. Why? And why is God silent, the Jewish
author of Psalm 83 asks himself and asks the Almighty
One? Then he makes this important discovery about the
root of antisemitism.

To hate the Jews is to hate the God of the Jews. This
emerges clearly from the psalmist’s loud lament to
Heaven, out of the depths of the misery of the Jewish
people: “O God, do You not see it all? Of course, You do;
but oh God, do not remain silent. Rouse Yourself, and do
not remain idle. This is not just about our enemies, oh
God; they are Your enemies as well. They hate You. They
cunningly plot an attack against Your people because that
is who we are—lsrael: Your people. They want to strike
those You love, so this is basically an attack against You,
oh God. They want to hit You hard in Your heart. How do
they plan to do that? By destroying Your Jewish people, so
that the name of Israel will be forgotten and will be

remembered no more.”

“For they have conspired together with one mind,” says
the psalmist, but he clearly sees beyond the immediate
threats when he continues, “They form an alliance
against You.” The battle is between the God of Israel and
other gods of this world. That is what the hatred for
Israel is ultimately all about.

No other people on earth have been so persecuted and
destroyed, nearly annihilated, and still remains a
recognisable people. If the Jewish people themselves did
not always want to be identified as Jewish, her enemies
made sure that she was. While for centuries, when they
lived in strange surroundings, often barely aware of their
own Jewishness, those around them knew exactly who
was a Jew and who was not. Hitler’s henchmen knew
exactly how to trace them. In Russia and in its satellite
countries, people filled with a fiery hate for the Jews
knew where to find them.

And when hate ‘rains’ on the Jewish people, ‘raindrops’
also fall on the Christians... at least on those who remain
true to the Bible. It was so under Hitler and under Stalin
and Russian communism. Right-wing fascists, national-
socialist dictators, and left-wing communists might be
fierce opponents ideologically. Still, they are united in
their hatred of everything to do with God and the Bible.
“They form an alliance against You,” the psalmist says.
Hatred of Israel is hatred of the God of Israel. Christian
anti-Semitism, Muslim anti-Semitism, left-wing and
right-wing anti-Semitism, humanistic anti-Semitism:
whatever the reasoning behind it is: the common goal is
to finally get rid of the Jewish people and today of the
State of Israel.

Praise God, nowadays other voices are heard as well. Also,
in the Muslim world. Look, for instance, at the Abraham

Accords. It came unexpectedly. Israel and the United
Arab Emirates concluded a bi-lateral agreement under
supervision of the US. This was quite exceptional because
Israel maintained only diplomatic ties in the Middle East
with Jordan and Egypt. The deal is called The Abraham
Accords after the common ancestor Abraham of both Jews
and Arabs. Today many Muslim states have established
new diplomatic ties with Israel.

The prophetic return of the Jewish people back to the
Promised land of Israel is actually the greatest sign of
hope the world has ever seen. Pointing towards the
future when one day peace and righteousness will flow
forth from Jerusalem into the whole world.

So let’s pray that the prophecy of Isaiah 2:2-4 will come
true very soon:

 In the last days, the mountain of the Lord’s Temple
(Mount Zion, the Temple Mount) will be established as
the highest of the mountains; it will be exalted above the
hills, and all nations will stream to it.

« Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up
to the mountain of the Lord, to the Temple of the God of
Jacob. He will teach us His ways so that we may walk in
His paths.”

» The Law (Torah) will go out from Zion, the Word of
the Lord from Jerusalem.

» He (the Messiah of Israel, the great Son of David, the
King of kings and Lord of Lords) will judge between the
nations and settle disputes for many peoples.

» They will beat their swords into ploughshares and
their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up
sword against nation, nor will they train for war
anymore.
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Archeology )-

Raiders of the Lost Scroll

m Kay Wilson

Israeli Tour Guide | Author | Cartoonist

The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls months before
the birth of the modern state of Israel was arguably the
greatest archaeological and historical find in history.
Not only did it verify that the land of Israel had been
the national homeland of the Jewish people for
millennia, but it also confirmed the authenticity of the
Bible. The Hebrew scrolls have been dated to be two
thousand years old and contained the same unchanged
text that was passed on throughout the generations.

A similar important historical discovery caused waves to
sweep throughout Israel and the world a few months ago,
when fragments of ancient Biblical scrolls, and other
treasures, were found in caves on the cliffs that hug the
Dead Sea. Many are calling this Israel’s biggest
archaeological find since the Dead Sea Scrolls. Dr Eitan
Klein, the archaeologist who led the digs, is now a
household name in Israel. He has also won the
affectionate title ‘Indiana Jones’ due to the risks incurred
by him and his team in salvaging the scrolls.

The discovery of the fragments involved a plot worthy of
a Hollywood blockbuster. Klein mapped it all out using a
fascinating combination of gathering intelligence from
Bedouin informers, cutting-edge technology and sheer
courage required to rappel hundreds of meters to reach
the entrance of the caves with an abyss hovering below.

Before the first shovel of earth was unturned, Klein and
the Israel Antiquities Authority set up a network of
Bedouin informants to retrieve intelligence about the theft
of Israeli antiquities. Not only did Klein have to squeeze
out information from convicted antiquities thieves who, as
Bedouin, are people loyal to their tribe, he also had to
work with the Israeli police, Interpol and even the FBL
This is because looted artefacts can eventually end up in
museums as far away as Paris, London and New York.

After gathering the necessary intelligence, Klein used an
‘air force’ of drones that could photograph in such a fine
resolution that it was possible to measure the

—

specifications of the caves and retrieve accurate imagery
of up to an astonishing one centimetre. The state-of-the-
art drones came with a fully autonomous functioning
mode which meant no internet connection was required,
which is an absolute necessity when mapping the remote
and unforgiving desert. It was thanks to this ‘air force’ of
drones that a 6000-year-old mummified girl was also
discovered even before any digging had begun.

The centre of the excavations was the ‘Cave of Horrors,
chillingly named seventy years ago when thirty skeletons
from the Bar Kochba period were found there. Perching
over an abyss, the cave was the home of Jews in rebellion
hiding from the cruel Romans until, with nowhere to
escape to, they eventually starved to death.

These latest finds also date to the Bar Kochba rebellion of
132 CE. For the most part, the scroll fragments came from

i —~
Fragments of the newly discovered Dead Sea Scroll were found in a desert cave. | Photo: Flashgo

as -

the books of the prophets Zechariah and Nahum. Unlike
the earlier Dead Sea Scrolls, or the fragments discovered
previously from the Bar Kochba period (in which the
leader asks for a lulav to celebrate the festival of Sukkoth),
these newly discovered pieces were not written in
Hebrew; they were all in Greek. The only exception was
the tetragrammaton, the four-letter Hebrew word for the
most holy name of God. It is a name so sacred that, even
today, it is rendered unpronounceable by Jewish people
for fear of desecrating His name. The fact that Greek
could have been a lingua franca, and yet Jewish people
still insisted on writing the unutterable name in Hebrew,
is remarkable. No matter what the surrounding culture,
the God of Israel, was always the God of the Hebrews. So
much so that the Jewish people stuck stubbornly to their
beliefs and creeds in the face of a cruel Roman Empire
bent on destroying them.

Who Wrote the Dead Sea Scrolls?

B Biblical Archeological Society

A recent computer analysis of handwriting from the
Great Isaiah Scroll—one of the longest and best preserved
of the Dead Sea Scrolls—found the 54-column text was
produced by two different scribes who apparently worked
in shifts to complete the task.

Lz Palestinian Authority Salaries to Terrorist Prisoners
(C Time in prison | Amount per month in US dollars
)

Q| 0-3 years 405

w 3-5 years 578
49 5-10 years 1,157
O 10-15 years 1,735
©

[ 15-20 years 2,024

20-25 years 2,314
25-30 years 2,802
30+ years
per wife I 87
per child I 14
Jerusalem
Resident I 87
Israel
Resident l o

Researchers from the University of Groningen in the
Netherlands, used artificial intelligence (Al) technology to
train their computers to detect minute differences in the
shape, styling, and curvature of the thousands of letters
written on the scroll parchment. Although the styles of
the letters appear nearly identical to the naked eye, the Al
analysis revealed the work of two distinct scribal hands,

Palestinian Authority lifetime payments
to Families of Terrorist ‘Martyrs’

Amount in US dollars
1,735
405
116 per wife
58 per child
Jerusalem
87 Resident
8 Israel
3,470 4 Resident

The amounts mentioned refer to the payments of the
Palestinian Authority in 2020, based on the average
exchange rates Shekel > US dollar.

With thanks to

with the second scribe taking over from the first about
midway through the manuscript. Given the close
similarity in penmanship, the researchers believe the two
scribes likely received the same training or were even
peers within the same scribal school.

The researchers also believe that such analyses may also
help answer a number of unresolved questions about the
scrolls. For example, given that the Great Isaiah Scroll is
securely dated by radiocarbon to the second century
B.C.E., the Al-based handwriting analysis could
potentially identify other scrolls written in a similar style
and therefore likely produced at about the same time.
Similarly, Al analysis of the handwriting found on the
more than 40,000 scroll fragments could help scholars
finally piece together at least some of the 9oo scroll
manuscripts from which the fragments originated.

Hidden away nearly 2,000 years ago in desert caves
adjacent to the ruins of Qumran along the shores of the
Dead Sea, the Dead Sea Scrolls, first discovered by local
Bedouin in 1947, include biblical manuscripts like the
Great Isaiah Scroll, but also previously unknown
sectarian writings likely associated with the early Jewish
community who lived at Qumran. The scrolls
revolutionised scholarly understandings of early Judaism
during the Second Temple period and provided new
information about the varieties of Jewish thought that
flourished at the time.
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Historical Israel /-

The Jewish Brigade in WWII

Tortured in Nazi concentration camps,
these individuals survived to fight back.
Many had lost relatives, who were
assumed to have been gassed and
slaughtered.

‘l am greatly satisfied,” declared General
Mark Clark, the US 5th Army commander,
emphasising “that the Jewish people, who
have suffered so terribly at the hands of
the Nazis, should now be represented by
this frontline fighting force.” Speaking in
March 1945 from his headquarters in Italy,
he was referring to the new Jewish
Brigade, whose vehicles, arms and
uniforms bore the Star of David and who
had become a vital and operational
military force under him.

Led by its initial commander, Brigadier EF
Benjamin, the soldiers of the Jewish
Brigade, fought alongside troops of other
nations. “Tough, tanned and thirsting for
revenge,” one military correspondent put
it, “these Jewish soldiers have something
personal to fight for. Tortured in Nazi
concentration camps, these individuals
survived to fight back. Many had lost
relatives, who were assumed to have been
gassed and slaughtered.”

Finally, in that month of March 1945, side
by side with British and American forces,
they held their own against the Germans.

“The Brigade members have killed Nazis
and suffered casualties as well. They have
proven on the field of battle what the Jew
can do,” Clark powerfully concluded.

The American general saw his Jewish
brethren as superb fighters, but he did not
realise that this Jewish Brigade was the
first ‘world-accepted’ entity of the State of
Israel, which was to be born in 1948.

Only by reading the regular daily
newspapers and weekly English-language
Jewish papers from the English countries
can one experience what a Jewish army’
meant. However, behind the scenes, even
greater strides were being taken to move
the mandate out of British hands into
those of the budding UN, born in San
Francisco in May 1945.

The 1st battalion of the Jewish Brigade on parade. | Photo: Army Film & Photographic Unit

“In the Holy Land, a sharply etched, living
and breathing, hard-working and
productive, deeply rooted Jewish life
exists all up and down the country. 1t will
not be blown away by the gales of power
politics. It has proved to be practical by
any standard of measure.”

He first brought this message to the public
in an address on 17 March 1946. His six
articles describing what he had just seen
were syndicated in the US, Canada and
Great Britain in the spring of that year. His
basic conclusions: “objections to Jewish
migration into Palestine ridiculous; Jews
there have built up the country; 80% of
survivor Jews in displaced persons’ camps
want to go to Palestine; plenty of room for
them - Palestine solution to the problem.”

From his return after his Middle East
mission until November 1947, he wrote
numerous articles, spoke over the radio
constantly, and participated in many
national events arranged by the American
Christian Conference on Palestine. At
Boston’s Symphony Hall on 20 November
1946, 1,000 people were present to hear

stressed “never seen harder working
farmers than the Jews...nor better farms.”
He described the modern cities in the
country and factories “wherefrom cleanup
forces to executives all were Jewish.” He
concluded that until Palestine problem
worked out, “we cannot be comfortable
calling ourselves a Christian nation.”

Behind the trip to the Holy Land of
McGill and his writings and addresses
throughout the US stood Herbert Bayard
Swope. Swope, head of the Overseas News
Agency, had sent McGill abroad to get ‘the
real story of Palestine. The first American
Pulitzer Prize Winner and a leading
Zionist, always out of the spotlight, this
journalist and financier knew well that in
1938 McGill was present in Vienna when
Hitler led the Nazis as they marched into
the city and took over Austria.

Even before the war began, after being

one of the few Americans to see Hitler,
McGill called for the establishment of a
Jewish state.

Dr Shulamit Schwartz Nardi, who worked
closely with Dr Abba Hillel Silver,
handling publications in the 1940s

Seventy-four years later, through war and peace, to make the case for an Israel,

incredible achievements and terrible tragedies,
we are the proud citizens of the State of Israel.

In the latter part of that year, even with
the war over, the numbers of the
Holocaust victims being made known and
the unimaginable sights of the survivors
and the dead carcases in the former
concentration camps, a poll of American
citizens indicated that 55% were familiar
with the discussion about permitting the
Jews to settle in Palestine.

Some 76% were in favour; 7% opposed.
How could the thinking of Americans be
changed so ‘settlement’ was transformed
to permitting the creation of a Jewish
state in Palestine?

From various locales, the champions of
our people arose.

A southern American editor, Ralph
McGill, wrote after a month-long mission
to Nuremberg, Cairo and Palestine.

Senator Owen Brewster of Maine; James
G. McDonald, who became the US’ first
ambassador to Israel and Dr Harry
Atkinson, a founder of American Christian
Palestine Committee and Ralph McGill.
The radio carried the event to the entire
area from Boston south to New York City.

Since McGill was the only one that night
who had actually seen both the DP camps
in Europe and Palestine up close, the
crowd hung on his every word. “The
Britains have said that without Jewish
industries in Palestine, the British could
not have held out during the early years of
WWII. Furthermore, without the 60,000
Palestine Jewish troops in the allied forces
and the Jewish Brigade itself, many
American generals believe the war would
have continued on much longer.” A
Tennessee country boy in his youth, McGill

including the publication and
distribution of a million copies of
James McDonald’s book on
Palestine Jewish farming, once told
me that Swope played a role in the 29
November 1947, vote which can never be
documented because of the manner in
which he conducted his affairs.

She also told me that perhaps the greatest
moment in American Zionist history was
when, in October 1947, Dr Silver, not
David Ben-Gurion, opened the debate at
the UN in Flushing Meadow, New York,
on the future of a Jewish state. Great and
lesser-known figures worked hand in
hand so that the vote on 29 November
1947 would favour the UN Partition Plan.
Seventy-four years later, through war and
peace, incredible achievements and
terrible tragedies, we are the proud
citizens of the State of Israel - so may it
ever be.

This article was originally written by David Geffen and
published by The Jerusalem Post (www.jpost.com).

Jews and Tunisia

We read from Mokhtar Essid (from
Tunisia, connected with the Cornerstone
Foundation) that there is reason for
great concern about the Jewish
population in Tunisia. A summary of
what he writes: “The Tunisian president
stirs up hatred against Israel and the
Jews. As one might expect, antisemitism
increases, the hatred against Jews is
growing. About a month ago he accused
the Jews of theft. He made the lives of
the Jews miserable by ordering the put
up of pro-Palestinian signs on the island
of Djerba, where approximately 1,500
Jews live. He even went so far as to

c hange the names of the Jewish
Quarters into Islamic names. A recent
series of antisemitic incidents against
the Jews in Tunisia is a direct result of
the sedition by the president and the
Tunisian media, who have become
hostile against Israel and the Jewish
people. This has never happened before
in Tunisia, where the Jews were always
defended and were simply referred to as

‘“Tunisians’ and not as Jews.” | Photo:
Synagogue in Tunis by S. Frantzman

Study Shows Junk
Food Harms
Children's Bones

Ultra-processed foods are proven for
the first time to severely damage
skeletal development. Parents may
want to consider limiting their
children’s consumption of ultra-
processed packaged foods not only
because these foods can lead to obesity
and diabetes. They may also stunt bone
growth. A definitive link between ultra-
processed foods and reduced bone
quality in the development stage was
revealed by a team of researchers from
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
The study, from the Department of
Biochemistry, Food Science and
Nutrition at the university’s Faculty of
Agriculture, was published in the journal
Bone Research.

The conclusion was that even in
reduced amounts, ultra-processed foods
can have a definite negative impact on
skeletal growth. These findings are
significant because children and
adolescents are intense consumers of
ultra-processed food. According to some
estimates, half of all American kids eat
junk food every day. | Photo: Unsplash
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Column | News /-

The End of Europe’s Romance
with Palestine Terror?

B Gerald Steinberg

In recent years, EU recognition of the damage done by
and the need for independent oversight of Europe’s
relationships with NGOs in Israel has been increasing.

But beyond the logos, the details of the deep and often
personal European relationships with the leaders of
influential Palestinian and Israeli NGOs were and remain
closely guarded state secrets on the level of nuclear
weapons. This strange and fundamental departure from
the transparency that is central to democratic norms
explains why year after year, the members of an NGO
network linked to a terror organisation, the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), are among
the main recipients of European funding. Since 2011,
European governments have provided at least 200
million euros to these organisations, including 40 million
from the European Union, and probably more from
subcontracting that is not reported and from grants that
remain hidden.

The arrest and indictment of a number of four
individuals with high-level positions in the benignly
named Health Workers Committee, who are charged
with diverting NGO funds directly to terror groups,
shines a bright spotlight on this core dimension of the
NGO industry. After many years of hiding the details and
denying the extensive evidence of links published in
NGO Monitor research reports, it will now be harder for
the European officials in charge of the funding to
continue to claim “we did not know,” “the evidence you
provide is not absolute proof,” or “we do not need to
examine the recipients because other countries and the
UN are funding the same groups.”

In official correspondence and awkward meetings with
European ambassadors and other officials, they offered
rehearsed justifications for funding for Palestinian and
Israel NGOs leading anti-1srael ‘apartheid’ demonisation.
Often reading uncomfortably from pre-cooked slogans,
they have claimed (without credibility) that their
governments only support projects and not
organisations, that the NGO links to the PFLP are
outdated and invalid, and even that the PFLP is a
legitimate political organisation. The long-standing
relationships between PFLP officials and their European

The Fourth Gaza War

Continued from page 1

Then there was the Cornet anti-tank missile, a deadly
weapon also in use by Hezbollah in Lebanon. Both
Hamas and P1J used the Iranian-supplied Cornet missile
several times during the current war, resulting in the
death of at least two Israelis, one of them an IDF soldier.

Hamas also used a new type of rocket named Ayyash. The
missile has a range of 250 kilometres, and Hamas used it
to stop flights to Israel when it shot the Ayyash in the
direction of Ben Gurion Airport and the new Ramon
Airport in the vicinity of Eilat.

Israel seemed to realise that all these changes on the
Palestinian side required a different approach because
this war could be the testing ground for a much bigger
conflict in the future. For this reason, the Israeli military
bombed the military- and more civil infrastructure of
Hamas and PI] to smithereens and also tried to
assassinate as many commanders of the two
organisations as possible.

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) and the Israeli Air Force
(IAF) also introduced a new tactic never seen in the
history of war.

Israel knew that Hamas, with Iranian help and funding,

Palestinian militants from the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP). | Photo: Flashgo

sponsors, including leaders of powerful church groups
such as Pax Christi, are never acknowledged.

One year ago, Olivér Varhelyi, EU Commissioner for
Neighborhood and Enlargement (which has jurisdiction
over some of the seven distinct EU funding mechanisms),
ordered a comprehensive investigation of terror ties
involving NGO grantees, and declared that such funding
“will not be tolerated.” That report is expected very soon.

In addition, the European Parliament’s committee
responsible for budgetary issues (‘Discharge’) recently told
EU officials to “thoroughly verify” that funds are not
“allocated or linked to any cause or form of terrorism
and/or religious and political radicalisation.” Grant funds
that went to any person or organisation with terrorist ties
must be “proactively recovered, and recipients involved are
excluded from future union funding.” To the degree that
the officials implement this policy, the results will require
a fundamental change in the NGO funding process.

In the Netherlands, the foreign and development

had created an underground city where it stored weapons
and was in use as a bunker for Hamas operatives in case
of war or other emergencies.

At the same time, the IDF didn’t want to make the same
fault as in 2014 when it lost soldiers during operations
inside Gaza trying to blow up terror tunnels.

Thus the Israeli military used very different methods to
destroy what it calls ‘the Metro’ Hamas’ reinforced
underground tunnel network.

After four days of fighting, some 160 warplanes and
assault helicopters conducted a massive attack on the
tunnels in the northern Gaza Strip simultaneously.
According to the IDF, the aircraft used 450 missiles and
dropped 8o tons of explosives on the tunnel complex.
The whole operation took a little more than 40 minutes
and has reportedly killed hundreds of terrorists.

A similar operation was later used to destroy another
stretch of the ‘Metro’ complex. Israel knows that the
improved skills and weapons of Hamas and PlJ are the
result of the Iranian involvement in Gaza.

How Do We Know?
Hamas leaders and PJ officials talked about it openly,
most recently Ramez al-Halabi, one of P1J leaders. During

ministers initially rejected the information showing clear
links between their funding for the UAWC and the
officials charged with the 2019 murder of Rena Schnerb
but later were forced to retract their claims. Under
parliamentary questioning, they acknowledged that
Dutch funding paid part of the salaries and suspended
grants pending an investigation by a private firm, which
has begun.

These and similar developments in other countries
suggest that after many years, the results of free-flowing
European support to the NGO industry, without
transparency and due diligence, are becoming too costly.
Perhaps as a result of the most recent developments and
arrests, the careless and dangerous European NGO
subcontracting will be reduced or stopped. But even if
this happens, the immense damage resulting from these
policies will take many years to repair.

Gerald M. Steinberg is a professor of political science at Bar-llan University
and president of the Institute for NGO Research.

This article first appeared in Israel Hayom.

an interview with al-Ahd TV in Iraq, Al-Halabi said that
his organisation gets its weapons, money, and even food
from the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps in Iran.

The Telegraph in the United Kingdom, citing unnamed
intelligence officials, confirmed that Iran is helping
Hamas in all sorts of ways to improve its military
capabilities, especially when it comes to the
manufacturing of missiles.

So, the bigger picture of this latest Gaza War is that Israel
is not only fighting two Palestinian terror groups.

According to the IDF, the
aircraft used 450 missiles and
dropped 80 tons of explosives
on the tunnel complex.

The real battle here is against Iran that has vowed to destroy
the Jewish state and is trying to achieve this in different
ways. It is done by providing assistance to its proxies in
Israel and by stirring up unrest among Palestinian Arabs
living in Judea and Samaria and Israeli Arabs. In addition, via
Hezbollah, Iran has been caught trying to create new terror
groups in Judea and Samaria as well in northern Israel.
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From Our Projects )-

Six Months in the
Promised Land

B Anna Klechenova

Project Manager | First Home in the
Homeland | The Jewish Agency for
Israel (JAFI)

We'd like to tell you about three
olim families who made Aliyah via
the First Home in the Homeland
programme in October 2020 - how
they are doing now, and what are
their impressions of Israel are.

Do you remember the Little Prince
story and its main character’s words
that “we are responsible for what we
have tamed”? For us, providing
assistance is not a single action we
take and soon forget about. We are in
touch with all of the families that we
have helped to start their new lives
in the Holy Land.

We spoke to the three families
mentioned in this article on the eve
of the Holocaust Remembrance Day,
and there was something sacred
about it. On the one hand, being a
Jew and being an Israeli is something
to take pride in, but on the other
hand, it is far from easy. When you
are planning your Aliyah, you are
conjuring idealistic images in your
mind. But what will you be faced
with after landing in Israel? Who will
take care of you and who will
accompany you?

The Skrygina Family

Ekaterina Skrygina (43), who made
Aliyah from Ukraine with her
husband Georgii (44) and two
children, Elizaveta and Alexander (13
and 11), recounted: “Marina, our
coordinator in Kibbutz Iftach, has
become a kind of second mother for
us. She is close by all the time, so we
feel more confident in starting to get
to know this country better and
believe in it. I moved to Israel
because my relatives lived there.
Knowing they are close helps me to
go on. My grandmother has carefully
preserved family traditions for all of
us, and we must share them with our
children! That’s why we are here.
After six months, we continue to
learn Hebrew. Currently, we work in
a branch of the world’s leading
irrigation company ‘Netafim’, which

is located in our kibbutz. I also plan
to take some courses for mastering
my professional engineering skills!

The Koshelev Family

Anton Koshelev (35), his wife Asia (34)
and their daughters (9 and 1) made
Aliyah from St. Petersburg. The
move to Israel was very important
for Anton because the Nazis
murdered almost all his distant
relatives during World War 11.

our kibbutz, which brings us closer
to one another and Israel. Living on
a kibbutz is a good experience for
our family. It makes us feel like we
belong to Jewish traditions. We
continue studying in Ulpan (school
for intensive study of Hebrew), and we
are improving our Hebrew from day
to day. Anton has already found a job
in his speciality, and 1 work in a shoe
store on weekends,” said Asia.

The Alexandrov Family
Another family from St. Petersburg are
the Alexandrovs. Maxim (34) and
Margarita (30) made Aliyah with their
daughter Sofia (8) and are very happy
to have done it. Now the family lives
in Kibbutz Yiron. “The First Home in
the Homeland Programme helped us
a lot: we could learn Hebrew and feel
safe. Our kibbutz coordinators provide
24-hour assistance to us.” Margarita
said they had already finished Ulpan
and were considering getting a good
education in Israel.

At the moment, Margarita works at
the kibbutz’s dining room while
Maxim is working at a furniture
factory. After Sofia finishes third grade
at school this year, they will move to
the city. Maxim is looking for a new
job as an electrician. Thanks to the
programme, everything in their new
life is going very well.

Margarita confessed that making
Aliyah was a tribute to her ancestors.
For her, belonging to the Jewish
people meant being chosen. “After
arriving here, my life has changed for
the better!” she concluded.

“The First Home in the Homeland
Programme helped us a lot: we could
learn Hebrew and feel safe.”

During his childhood, the fear of
oppression was still present, and this
was; therefore, the family kept it a
secret that they are Jewish. Despite
all of the difficulties, after more than
70 years passed, Anton and his
family eventually found themselves
in his historical homeland on
Kibbutz Neot Mordechai.

“Our daughters are really happy here.

It is a great place to grow up! Every
month something new takes place in

It is a pleasure to know that all these
families feel comfortable in their
Homeland. Thank you for your
support, love and kindheartedness!

Please support the First Home in
the Homeland Programme.
Assisting a family in the

programme costs NZ $350 per
month. Please complete the
coupon on the back page. Any
amount is welcome!

Overview of our projects

Part of our mission is to comfort Israel and the Jewish
people through prayer and action. If you would like to
support one of our projects you can complete the coupon
on page 16 or make an online donation. Thank you very
much for your support!

Aliyah

Aliyah is the Hebrew
word for the return of
the Jewish people to
Israel. We support
Aliyah mainly from
Ukraine (and the
former Soviet Union),
but also from India and
France. Furthermore,
we help new
immigrants (in Hebrew: olim) to integrate into Israeli
society.

Hineni Soup Kitchen
We help the poor of
Israel, by providing
them with food. We do
this in partnership with
the Hineni Center in
Jerusalem, headed by
Benjamin Philip. Your
gift for the soup kitchen
goes directly to the
purchase of food.

Holocaust Survivors
We support
impoverished

Holocaust survivors in
Israel and Ukraine
through various

projects which provide
assistance to survivors

of the Holocaust. Those
survivors are elderly and
will not be among us for
long, and there is a growing demand for practical assistance.

Christian Friends of Israeli Communities
(CFOIC)

You can support the

Jewish communities in

Judea and Samaria, the

heart of Biblical Israel.

The main purpose is to

encourage the people in

the Biblical Heartland

and to show them that

there are Christians

throughout the world

who support them and share the belief that the areas of
Judea and Samaria are part of Israel’s inheritance.

Food Parcel Campaign Ukraine
We distribute food

parcels amongst Jewish

people in Ukraine.

These parcels are

handed out to

Holocaust survivors,

needy families, and the

sick. Those food parcels

are a sign of friendship

that demonstrates your

support for our Jewish brothers and sisters and that they are
not alone.

Arab Christians
Life for Christians in
Bethlehem is often not
easy. Christians for
Israel supports the First
Baptist Church of Rev
Naim Khoury in
Bethlehem and
Jerusalem. The
members of this church
spread the gospel
among Arabs and share their love and heart for Israel and
the Jewish people.

For country-specific or further information on our projects, go
to our website, www.cgisrael.org.nz
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Emergency Situation in Israel -
Your Prayers and Support is Needed

B Christians for Israel Staff

In recent weeks, violence has escalated in Israel. What
began with riots on the Temple Mount has, in a matter of
days, degenerated into a violent conflict, with over a
thousand rockets fired from Gaza at civilian targets in
Israel. Israel is trying to bring peace back to the country,
but the situation is serious. That is why we call on you to
pray and take action.

What Can You Pray For?
 Pray for peace and tranquillity. Pray that the riots will
stop and that the rain of rockets from Gaza will cease.

 Pray for honest reporting on Israel. No country in the
world would accept rockets being fired at civilians. Pray
that the media will see this and report on it fairly.

 Pray for the innocent men, women and children in
Gaza who are being used as human shields by the
terrorist organisation Hamas. Rockets are fired from flats,
hospitals and schools. When Israel defuses these rocket

installations, there are unintended civilian casualties.
Pray that this escalation of violence will stop.

 Pray for the people of Israel. The rockets are not only
targeting southern Israel but are now even reaching
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. There’s great panic. Pray that
these rockets do not hit their targets. Pray, especially for
Holocaust survivors and small children, for whom it is a
traumatic experience to have to flee to shelters again and
again.

 Pray for wisdom for the Israeli government, army and
border police to deal with this difficult situation.

« The Bible calls us to pray for the peace of Jerusalem.
In doing so, we trust that God has everything in His
hands.

What Can You Do?
We want to provide emergency assistance through our
existing projects in Israel.

The organisation Hineni in Jerusalem is going to

distribute emergency food packages to poor people in
southern Israel who have already been hit hard by the
Corona Crisis and who do not have the means to buy
food for a longer period of time in the shelters. Hineni
intends to distribute these food packages in areas such as
Ashkelon, Sderot, Ashdod: places that have been hit
hardest. This aid will still be necessary when the current
conflict is over.

The Israeli organisation Keren Hayesod provides
emergency assistance to the families directly affected by
the rocket attacks. Some homes have been destroyed, and
people have been traumatised by the ongoing rockets.
Keren Hayesod provides initial emergency assistance,
such as accommodation in hotels (for families whose
homes were destroyed), clothing, toys for the children,
mental support and trauma counselling. Additional
shelters are being built, and defibrillators are being
purchased for initial medical care. | Photos: Flashgo

Will You Help?

YES! I Want to Support Christians for Israel

CHRISTIANS FOR ISRAEL NZ MINISTRY
O My donation for ministry costs, print & post

ALIYAH - BRING THE JEWS HOME

O One person (Ukraine) - $300

O One family (Ukraine) (5 people) - $1250
O One bus (Ukraine) (25 people) - $6250
O First Home in the Homeland

O Bnei Menashe (India) (1 person) - $1460

SOCIAL WELFARE PROJECTS

Emergency Situation in Israel Appeal

Food Parcel Campaign Ukraine - $17 per parcel
Hineni Soup Kitchen - $10 per meal

Holocaust Survivors

Arab Christians
For Zion’s Sake

OooOoOoooo

Israel Alzheimer’s Centre: Bladder Scanner

TOTAL DONATION $

COMPLETE FORM & POST WITH CHEQUE OR EMAIL TO:

Christians for Israel New Zealand

PO Box 12006, Penrose, Auckland 1642. Ph: 09 525 7564
Internet Banking: Bank Account No: 03 0166 0834515 000

Ref: Your name & donation purpose
Please confirm by emailing info@c4israel.org.nz

DONATION

Christian Friends of Israeli Communities (CFOIC) $

ESSENTIAL RESOURCES

QTY PRICE

O Until - Fourteen Prophetic Horizons by Rev Willem Glashouwer New

Why Israel? (Trilogy Book Set)

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

San Remo 100 - Pathway for Peace

Why Israel? (Book, DVD & Study Guide)
Why Jerusalem? (Book, DVD & Study Guide)
Why End Times? (Book, DVD & Study Guide)

Israel & the Church: Vol 1 - Lands for Every Nation New
Israel & the Church: Vol 2 - Exile and Restoration New
Israel & the Church: Vol 1 and 2 Bundle Deal

Behold He Comes by Willem J] Glashouwer

Living a Life in Victory by Willem || Glashouwer

Israel on Trial (Book) by Andrew Tucker SPECIAL Save $10

Why is it so Difficult for Jews to Believe in Jesus by Cornelis Kant

Please add $5.50 for postage & packaging (or $9.40 for rural postage) $

Check out our website for a full list of essential resources

Name:

TOTAL $

CHRISTIANS FOR

Address:

ISRAEY.

NEW ZEALAND

Phone:

N.B. Donation statements are generated annually at the
end of the financial year. Christians for Israel NZ does not

Email:

currently qualify for charitable status.
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