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Editorial02 June 2015

In recent weeks I had the 

privilege to participate in the 

Christians for Israel Leadership 

Forum and the Global Prayer 

Call conference in Jerusalem, 

and then (on behalf of the 

European Coalition for Israel) 

co-lead a group of 35 European, 

Australian and American 

Christian leaders on a five-day 

“geo-political tour” in Israel. 

The focus of this last program was to 
gain a better understanding of Israel as a 
Jewish and democratic state, the current 
challenges to its legitimacy and security, 
the Israeli/Arab conflict and the question 
of Palestinian statehood. In the course of 
five intensive days we had over 18 high-
level meetings with Jewish and Arab 
leaders.  

A number of issues struck us. The first 
is how extremely complex the situation in 
the region is. Israel faces many unique 
dilemma’s for which there are no clear-cut 
answers. (We in the West often tend to 
look for quick-fix “solutions”). During our 
visit, Prime Minister Netanyahu 
introduced his new government. It is a 
fragile coalition government, containing a 
wide variety of views. Many question its 
sustainability. Yet one senses that the hand 
of God is upon the Prime Minister, who 
defends with clarity the right of the Jewish 
people to national self-determination, and 
confronts with boldness those who 
threaten their existence. 

As the Chairman of the Jewish Agency, 
Nathan Sharansky, reminded us, Israel is a 
melting pot of many different nationalities. 
This brings an enormous cultural and 
economic richness to the nation. But 
striving to integrate an increasing influx of 
Jewish immigrants from many different 

cultures, while at the same time protect the 
position of Israel’s non-Jewish minorities, 
raises huge social, political, religious and 
economic challenges. Add to this the 
challenges of administering the “occupied 
territories”, against the backdrop of the 
disintegration of the Middle East and the 
ethnic cleansing of Christians and other 
minority groups in the region.

An example of the “miracle of Israel” 
in the midst of such challenges is the 
amazing story of the Ethiopian “Beta” 
Jews. Today over 120,000 Israeli’s are of 
Ethiopian descent. Many Ethiopian Jews 
have difficulties integrating into Israeli 
society, and there are many problems 
associated with their absorption. Shortly 
before our visit there were demonstrations 
of Ethiopian Jews arising from perceived 
discrimination. Yet many Ethiopian Jews 
have achieved great success. One of these 
is Dr. Avraham Negusie, the 57-year old 
recently-elected Ethiopian Member of 
Knesset. He grew up on a poor farm in 
Ethiopia, made aliyah in the late 1980’s, 
and completed a PhD in Social Studies at 
Sussex University. Dr. Negusie is now 
striving to bring home the remaining 
Ethiopian Jews and improve the 
circumstances of his fellow Ethiopian 
Jews in Israel.  

Despite the many challenges and 
internal differences of opinion, we sensed 
a remarkable optimism, unity and 
resilience across all segments of Israeli 
society. What connects and unites the 
Jewish people is simply the fact that they 
are all “Jews”. Many do not adhere to 
Judaism or even profess belief in God. The 
Jewish people argue incessantly among 
themselves about how to organize the 
Jewish state and how to resolve the 
conflict with their neighbors. And yet most 
if not all consider themselves members of 
the Jewish nation, and are committed to 
the existence of their nation state. 

Here is the rub. Israel is extremely 
vulnerable. There are currently two main 
existential threats to the state of Israel as 
an expression of the Jewish right to self-
determination. The first is Iran. Many in 
Israel are genuinely concerned that the 
recent P5+1 deal with Iran will simply 
enable the Iranian regime to finalize 
completion of nuclear capabilities – which 
it has expressly stated will be used to 
eliminate Israel (the little Satan) and USA 
(the big Satan). The other existential threat 
is the campaign to delegitimize Israel and 

artificially create a Palestinian state on the 
basis of the so-called “1967 borders” 
(which of course are not borders and were 
referred to by former Israeli Foreign 
Minister Abba Eban as “the Auschwitz 
lines”). The problem is not the fact that 
Palestinian Arabs aspire to statehood (most 
Israeli Jews are willing to accept a two-
state solution, provided the security of the 
state of Israel is not endangered). The 
problem is that the Palestinian leadership 
refuses to recognize Jewish nationhood or 
abandon the mythical “right of return”, 
and remains committed to the destruction 
of Israel as a Jewish state (read the 
Palestinian and Hamas Charters).

We spoke with a number of Arab 
Palestinians who are distressed by the lack 
of cohesive civil society and the 
governance vaccuum in the West Bank. 
President Abbas (Abu Mazen) continues to 
rule despite the fact that there have been 
no elections since 2005. Aged 80, he has 
no clear successor. The Fatah/Hamas 
coalition is a farce. The PLO/PA has 
effectively no mandate to govern, and 
therefore no authority to make any 
concessions whatsoever in negotiations 
with Israel. 

Even more alarming is the culture of 
hatred in the Palestinian territories. As 
Arab Palestinian journalist Khaled Abu 
Toameh (a courageous Arab Palestinian 
journalist who lives in Jerusalem) 
explained, several generations of Arab 
Palestinians – many of them in UNRWA 
refugee camps – have now been brought 
up in a “rejectionist” culture that 
encourages hatred of Jews and rejection of 
Jewish nationhood. In such an 
environment, where extremist Islamic 
groups like Hamas and ISIS are quickly 
gaining ground, there is little prospect of 
genuine peace between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

It is very important to note that this is 
not the whole story. There are an 
increasing number of Palestinian 
Christians who support the right of the 
Jewish people to self-determination, and 
actively defend the State of Israel. One of 
these is Father Gabriel Nadaff, a Greek 
Orthodox priest who heads a Forum 
encouraging Arab-speaking Christians in 
Israel to join the Israeli Army (IDF). 
Together with others, Father Nadaff has 
pushed for the Arab-speaking Christians in 
Israel to be recognized as “Aramean” 
rather than “Arab”. Then there are Pastors 
Naim and Stephen Khoury, who lead 
Palestinian churches in Bethlehem, 
Jerusalem and Jericho. All of these 
courageous Christians have been attacked 
and threatened repeatedly by their fellow 
Arab Palestinian Christians and others 
within the Arab political world for their 
outspoken support of the Jewish people. 

How should we as Christians in the 
nations respond to this complex situation? 
We should not be naïve, or pretend we can 
fully understand the challenges, let alone 
identify solutions. We need to hold two 
very important principles in balance. On 
the one hand there is the Biblical mandate 
to (continue to) pray for the restoration of 
the Jewish people as a nation in the land, 
strengthen the Jewish people in their 
national identity, and help them build a 
society based on justice and mercy. On the 
other hand, we have an obligation to 
support and pray for all those who live in 
the land - including both Palestinian 
Christians as well as those under the yoke 
of Islam – that they will learn to bless the 
Jewish people and discover that in so 
doing they too will be blessed. 

Above all, as Christians, we pray that 
the Messiah will come soon, and that all – 
Jews and Gentiles - will experience the 
redeeming love of Jesus of Nazareth.  

He Who Scattered Israel Will Gather Him (Jeremiah 31:10) 
By Andrew Tucker, International Editor & Executive Director, Christians for Israel International
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It is always an 
amazing privilege to 
be in Jerusalem – 
The Bible says that 
in the coming days 
Jerusalem will be the 
world centre.  

We will say 
together “Let us go 
up to the mountain of 

the Lord. Let us go up to His Holy 
Temple!”

However the devil is doing everything 
he can to distort the truth. “God is finished 
with Israel” and “Jews are Christ killers!” 
But the opposite is true.  

All God’s Covenants with Israel are as 
valid today and applicable today being 
covered by an oath of Almighty God when 
He made these everlasting Covenants with 

Israel and with the Jewish people 
- and they truly are everlasting.

Jeremiah 33:14. “The days 
are coming,” declares the Lord, 
“That I will fulfil the gracious 
promise I made to Israel and 
Judah.”

God’s glory was not in the second 
temple because it was destined to 
destruction. God has reserved His Glory for 

the final Temple to enter into, as we find 
described in detail in Ezekiel 37 and in the 
chapters 40-48. 

The Lord is coming soon – Halleluiah.  

Let’s Go Up To Jerusalem
By Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer, President, Christians for Israel International



The following reports were shared with 
the people attending the Forum.

East Africa: Drake Kanaabo

Drake said that the region covers ten 
nations. His base is in Uganda. Christians 
for Israel has seen great success in the 
region. The office has four full time staff 
with numerous volunteers. Prayer is a 
feature of the ministry. Drakes comments 
“We don’t have prayer - we do prayer.”

Australasia/Oceania: 

Graeme Lee

Graeme introduced the new Christians 
for Israel Fiji National Leader Lepani 
Makupuna and his wife Salote to the 
meeting. He also said Christians for Israel 
NZ was greatly helped in the 
development of the South Pacific by Ev, 
Doc. Robert Siakimotu. A rep for the 
Cook Islands and contact for Niue would 
be announced soon. 

Christians for Israel NZ wished to 
express its thanks to the senior leadership 
and particularly Andrew Tucker for his 
editorial direction for the International 
“Israel & Christians Today” English 
newspaper. It was a privilege for 
Christians for Israel NZ to compile, 

publish and print this paper. He spoke 
about the challenge of reaching the large 
number of evangelical churches that 
presently hold to one of the various forms 
of  Replacement Theology.

Asia: Wilson Ng

Wilson commented on a very busy 
period of networking growth for 
Christians for Israel. This included 
conferences in countries such as 
Singapore, Indonesia, Philippines and 
India. Myanmar will be the next. 
Wilson’s own printing company has 
facilitated the printing and distribution of 
the “Why” teaching books.

Europe: 

Marie-Louise Weissenbock

Marie-Louise referred to her new role 
as Regional Coordinator for most of 
Europe. Several new contacts are being 
progressed in various nations. The UK 
remains a challenge at this time but she is 
combining with Andrew Tucker to plan a 
new future. 

Christians for Israel work in her own 
nation, Austria, remains strong. Her team 
organised several events that gave 
excellent coverage to Christians for 
Israel.

West/Central Africa: 
Elemi Samson

Elemi was unable to be present but a 
number of PowerPoint slides were 
screened. Christians for Israel work in the 
region continues to grow strongly.  

Americas: Fred Van Westing

Fred said Christians for Israel America is 
in a new growth pattern. Financial 
support has been most helpful - praise the 
Lord. A feature of Christians for Israel 
America is our commitment to 
networking and making it possible to 
partnership with other similar ministries. 

 

West Oceania: Ian Worby

Ian spoke about the growth of 
Christians for Israel throughout Australia 

in recent times. He explained the dual 
roles he has as UCB Director for the 
nations and that of Christians for Israel 
Australia National Leader. Both 
complement each other in terms of their 
support for Israel. 

Visits by Willem Glashouwer and 
Andrew Tucker were referred to plus 
several significant meetings at both 
Sydney and Canberra.

Brazil: Val Nogueira

Val inspired the group with her 
expectations of future growth. She is 
working with churches to build the 
ministry and is greatly encouraged.

Leadership Forum 03June 2015

Without exception attendees 

at this year’s Bi-annual Forum 

agreed it was the most God- 

glorifying, focussed, productive, 

challenging Forum to date.
 Christians for Israel leaders Harald 

Eckert, Willem Glashouwer and Andrew 
Tucker led the Forum with Holy Spirit 
inspiration and insight.

Harald Eckert opened the Forum with 
praise for the recent growth in the 
Christians for Israel ministry. He said the 
‘Message’ of the Ministry was strong and 
Rev. Willem Glashouwer and others are 
sharing it around the world with excellent 
results. 

The ‘movement’ or organisational side 
of the ministry faces a number of new 
challenges, according to Eckert. We need to 
meet the challenges raised by the expansion 
of the ministry in a creative way - in the 
context of increasing hold of Replacement 
Theology around the world - if we are to 
enter a new fight for spiritual liberty and 
God’s victory. 

Christians for 
Israel’s multi-
gifted Executive 
Director, Andrew 
Tucker, reminded 
us that we must 
deeply 
understand and 
internalise our vision, mission values and 
beliefs as Christians for Israel if we are to 
move to a new level of ministry that 
recognises the urgency of the End Times. 

The 2015 Leadership Forum concluded 
with the decision to focus on the following 
key priorities in the coming years: 

(1) develop and implement “training-
the-trainers” programs and teaching tools in 
various regions of the world; 

(2)  be more active in prayer - both for 
our own ministry as well as for Israel, the 
church, and our own nations; 

(3) develop regional networks and 
leadership teams; 

(4) invest more in the new generation of 
young Christian leaders; and 

(5) improve our internet presence and 
deepen and expand our work in media. 

Christians for Israel Regional Reports

A first activity of attendees of the 
Forum was to visit the renowned 
complex of Aleh, which is located in the 
Negev. Aleh is one of Israel’s largest and 
most advanced network of residential 
facilities for children with advanced 
disabilities.

The group were amazed at Aleh’s 
success with the wonderful relationships 
that develops between caregivers and the 
children they care for. Christians for 
Israel Holland has made several large 
financial donations to this unique place. 
All agreed the visit was very special. 

Forum Group Visits Aleh

Christians for Israel Leadership Forum 2015
By Graeme Lee, Publisher

John Gummer, Graeme Lee, 
Marie-Louise Weissenbock and Andrew Tucker

Roger van Oordt, Netherlands
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The visit to a Kibbutzim on the outskirts 
of Jerusalem, with this unusual name, was 
quite amazing. Koen Carlier introduced the 
presenter, Elena. 

Elena then shared her own story. Born in 
Moscow she made Aliyah, with her husband 
in 2000. She recounted how she had learnt 
Hebrew in only five months and is now 
responsible for the Jewish Agency for forty 
five Kibbutzim, in respect to family 
placements. 

Elena then introduced three couples who 
had made Aliyah from the Ukraine. The 
first couple who shared their story, arrived 
about three and a half years ago. The next 
couple had said they had arrived only two 
months ago! However, the greatest surprise 
was the next young couple who had arrived 
just four days ago! It was a privilege hear 
their stories. 

 Christians for Israel, with Koen’s help, 
are continuing to create daily, great miracles 
for the Jews to make Aliyah from the 
Ukraine. Our support, of course, is essential 
for that to happen.

“First Home in the Homeland”
Rita Quartel, Jos Van Westing and Ruud 

Neijhof, from the International office, were 
outstanding. Their willingness to help and 
their ever present smile made possible the 
smooth running of the Forum. 

Everyone missed Marloes Van Westing 
who had prepared the material but because 
of family was unable to be present.

Marcel De Boer triumphed over the 
glitches with the video and sound systems.

Marnix Van Ede, who works with 
Keshet and Christians for Israel, was once 
again outstanding in his organisational help 
to everybody. His willingness to serve and 
happy disposition (even with a new beard) 
is a blessing to Christians for Israel. 

International Staff Forum Heroes

We concluded the conference by 
reconfirming our commitment together to 
achieve the mission of Christians for 
Israel in our various nations:

Firstly, we are determined to confront 
with grace replacement theology in all its 
guises and bring liberating truth into the 

churches.
Secondly, we are determined to 

increase our comfort and support to Israel 
and the Jewish people. 

Thirdly, we are determined to pray 
more fully for God’s guidance and 
blessing. 

Forum Ends with New Determination

Natan Sharansky is quite remarkable. Born in the Ukraine he 

became involved in the struggle of Soviet Jewry to earn their freedom 

to immigrate for which he was subsequently imprisoned on false 

charges. 
After his 

release in 

1986 he 

immigrated to 

Israel and 

became a minister in the Knesset 

and finally deputy Prime Minister.  

He has held many key positions 

and was awarded the 

Congressional Gold Medal.
Christians for Israel 

International has been grateful for 

the warm working relationship 

they enjoy with Natan. 

Visit to Jewish Agency Chairman, 
Natan Sharansky in Jerusalem

During the Forum, plans were 
launched to introduce new editions of this 
newspaper Israel & Christians Today or 
variants in several countries: 

A  newspaper will PHILIPPINES
soon emerge under the experienced 
leadership of Wilson Ng. 

Val Nogueira from  is BRAZIL
confident about starting local Christian 
for Israel pages. 

Edda Fogarollo from  favours a ITALY
new newsletter concept. 

We should help this key part of our 
ministry by promoting the Biblical, 
informative and free Israel & Christians 
Today Newspaper.

Newspaper Soon Available in 
More Countries

Left to right: Jos van Westing, Rita Quartel and Ruud Neijhof
Marnix van Ede Marloes van Westing

Most of the Forum attendees shared a 
deeply moving Service of worship and 
teaching at ‘Christ Church’. 

This Anglican Church is led by Vicar 
David Pileggi and is uniquely situated 

within the walls of the ‘Old City’. The 
Service included Communion. 

An accommodation unit is a part of 
the complex.  

Wonderful Service at Christ Church
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Harald Eckert is Chairman of Christians 
for Israel International and Executive 
President of Christians for Israel in 
Germany, as well as Chairman of the 
European Coalition for Israel in Brussels. 
He is actively involved in various trail-
blazing initiatives and projects in 
Germany, Europe and Israel. He is author 
of several books and the initiator of the 
Global Prayer Call.

Dear praying brothers and sisters around 
the world!

From May 10 -12, 2015 up to 400 
participants from about thirty five nations 
of all continents came together in Jerusalem 
in order to look back to the 100 days of 
prayer and (partial) fasting, bringing this 
period to a close. We also need to ask the 
Lord how to keep up the prayer momentum 
for the nations in their relationship to Israel 
in the future.

Looking Back with Gratefulness!
The first evening, May 10, we had a 

foundational teaching on the priestly calling 
of the New Testament church from Antti 
Hämäläinen, which was filled with reports 
about how the GPC has been picked up in 
many nations around the world. 

Luca Hezel, Ansgar Niehoff (Christians 
for Israel Germany) and Marie-Louise 
Weissenböck (Christians for Israel Austria) 
started the reports by sharing how many 
Christian leaders, networks and movements 
have joined this  period of prayer. In 
Germany almost 25,000 prayer booklets 
have been printed and spread. An amazing 
response! Also in Scandinavia, francophone 
(French-speaking) Europe, the UK and 
some nations of Eastern Europe a strong 
response was reported.

Henryk Wieja, the co-moderator of the 
GPC conference in Krakow, Poland of 
January 25-28, 2015 gave a moving report 
and summary of those impacting days. It 
was also noted that almost a quarter of the 
visitors of the GPC Conference in Krakow 
came back to this Jerusalem Conference! 

Especially moving was the report of 
Heriberto Gonzales, Ebenezer-leader from 
Monterrey, Mexico and prayer leader for 
Ebenezer South and Latin America. He 
reported how the GPC had been picked up 
by the prayer network of Ebenezer in Latin 
and South America and spread from there 
into a number of churches and prayer 
networks. He even reported about meetings 
in Paraguay with amazing testimonies of 
healing and deliverance while praying for 
Israel and their nation. 

In a number of those nations, including 

the US and Canada, the Global Prayer Day 
on May 8 - 9 was implemented gratefully as 
a final opportunity, exactly 70 years after 
the end of Holocaust, to gather for prayer in 
the spirit of the GPC.

Understanding the Challenge & 

Meeting Holocaust Survivors
The second day of the Jerusalem-

conference, May 11, was marked by a focus 
of better understanding the danger of many 
nations today to again fall into an attitude 
of indifference towards the need and 
pressures, Israel as well as the Jewish 
people in the diaspora are under – or even 
sympathise or compromise with the deadly 
enemies of them! A special emphasis was 
given to developments on EU and UN 
level. The highlight of the afternoon was 
the showing of the film “Jacob’s Tears” 
(Hatikva film-trust, Hugh Kitson) and the 
visit of about sixty Holocaust survivors 
from the Ukraine, Czech Republic, 
Hungary and other eastern countries, 
followed by a concert and a beautiful time 
of sharing and connecting by splitting up in 
about a dozen smaller groups.

The evening was given to prayer, first 
for Israel (introduction by Benjamin 
Berger) and then for the more than thirty 
nations represented at the conference.

Calling of the Praying Church
On the final day, May 12, more attention 

was given to prayer for Aliyah as well as 

the processes on the UN level as being a 
global focal point for decision making with 
regard to Israel. This was put into contrast 
to the biblical significance of Jerusalem as 
God’s point of reference for the nations 
being drawn into the “Valley of Decision” 
(Joel 3, 14-16). In the final message of the 
evening Harald Eckert, initiator of the GPC, 
called for the praying church around the 
world, to understand the signs of the times 
and continue to seek the Lord as to how to 
keep the momentum on prayer for Israel 
and the nations alive and growing. Special 
emphasis was given to the need for the 
apostolic and the prophetic calling and 
gifting coming into greater unity as well as 
the three generations moving forward 
together in mutual respect and unity.

The Prayer Momentum Must 

Continue!
Two final remarks:
• The general sense of the leadership as 
well as the participants is that the prayer 
momentum in prayer for Israel and the 
nations must continue to grow and expand. 
Please keep on praying! And please also 
pray for wisdom and revelation for the 
leaders as to how this end time calling 
should be developed further!
• For further reports on the GPC, the GPD 
and the final conference please check the 
website of the GPC www.100-days.eu in 
the coming weeks. As for a final analysis 
and outlook you may expect some further 
information in the fall of 2015.

In order to understand the role of Israel 
in God’s plans to bless the nations, we now 
need to return to the beginning. Chapters 8 
and 9 of Genesis are primarily concerned 
with the Noahic Covenant. Chapter 10 then 
deals with the establishment of the nations 
from the descendants of Noah. For several 
generations, the nations lived under God’s 
gracious providence and honoured Him for 
it. There came a point, however, when they 
felt the time was right to take their fate into 
their own hands - and this brings us to the 
biblical account of the Tower of Babel in 
Genesis 11.

The “Spirit of Babel” in the 

History of the Nations              

The nations came together in pride, 
hubris and rebellion to assert their 
independence from God. They took their 
destiny into their own hands and pushed 
God away from themselves with something 
verging on hatred - the same God who had 
blessed them for generations, who was 
concerned with their welfare and had 
provided for it They wanted to build a 
monument to their own creative genius, 
drive and will power. They shrugged off 
their attitude of gratitude and satisfaction 
with regard to what was intended for them 
in accordance with God’s blessing, 
becoming excessive and greedy, filled with  
pride and arrogance towards their God. 
They were seized by the spirit of Babel, a 
demonic spirit that spurred them on to 
strive for outstanding achievements - 
achievements without God, indeed 
achievements against God.

This Babylonian spirit, the spirit of 
hubris and rebellion, remains active to this 
very day. To this day, it symbolizes anti-
God and anti-Christian ideologies and 
world powers that are pervaded by a spirit 
of pride and rebellion. As a German, I can 
say that my nation alone has experienced 
and suffered from two different expressions 

of this ideology: the Fascist variant under 
the Nazi dictatorship and the Communist 
variant that held half of Germany (East 
Germany, GDR) in its vice-like grip under 
the aegis of Stalin after the Second World 
War. The ideological colours change over 
the course of time, but the fundamental 
ideology and the underlying demonic 
inspiration remain the same.

God’s Answer to the Babylonian 

Rebellion
How did God respond to this first 

manifestation, this starting point and 
breakthrough of the Babylonian spirit? 
What was His answer? If we take a closer 
look at the events and the wider context, we 
find three reactions - two reactions of 
judgement and one reaction of grace:
Ÿ God confused their language (Genesis 

11:7)
Ÿ God scattered them over all the earth   

(Genesis 11:8)
Ÿ God called Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3)
At this point, let us take a closer look at the 
parallels between what happened in the 
Garden of Eden and the events surrounding 
the Tower of Babel. To a certain extent, the 
events that unfolded at an individual level 
in the Garden of Eden were repeated at a 
collective level, that of the nations, on 
Babel.

In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve 
succumbed to the temptation of the serpent 
because of the appeal to their pride (“You 
will be like God”, Genesis 3:5). God’s 
response - two reactions of judgement and 
one reaction of grace:
Ÿ He drove them out of the Garden of 

Eden, thus handing them over to sin and 
death (Genesis 3:23ff)

Ÿ He laid a separate gender-specific curse 
on each of them, both man and woman 
(Genesis 3:16-20)

Ÿ He gave them and their descendants the 
promise of a future redeemer (Genesis 
3:15)

The amazing thing in both cases is that in 
the midst of man’s downfall and judgement, 
God was already opening up a path towards 
redemption. At the individual level, this 
was the promise of the “Son” - the Messiah 
and Saviour. At the collective level, the 
level of the nations, it was the calling of 
Abraham and, in connection with this, the 
unique calling of the Jewish people as 
summarized in Genesis 12:1-3:

The Lord had said to Abram, ‘Go from 
your country, your people and your father's 
household to the land I will show you. I will 
make you into a great nation, and I will 
bless you; I will make your name great, and 
you will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, and whoever curses you I 
will curse; and all peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you.”

Israel and the Nations: Called to 

be a Mutual Blessing
The key thing here is to understand 

God’s primary reason, His core motive, for 
calling Abraham: He still desires to bless 
the nations! He is still appealing to the 
nations, who have risen up against Him in 
pride and rebellion, to put their faith in 
Him. He still loves the nations - but He has 
to set them a condition: they can only come 
back under His blessing if they are prepared 
to give up their pride, or to put it another 
way, if they are prepared to accept and 
“bless” God’s choice, His Chosen People 
(Genesis 12:3a).

Humble acceptance of this choice would 
simultaneously mean acceptance of the 
unique calling of this people (to be a 
blessing for mankind) and the unique 
significance of the land that God had 
allotted to Abraham and his descendants. 
These three factors are inseparably linked 
in God’s original calling of Abraham 
(Genesis 12:1-3), Isaac (Genesis 26:3-5) 
and Jacob (Genesis 28:13-14):
Ÿ The birth as a nation

Ÿ The land
Ÿ The mission of Israel

Where Romans 11:29 says: “God’s gifts 
and his call are irrevocable”, this refers to 
the original gifts and the original calling. 
Where Romans 15:8 says that one of the 
reasons for Christ’s first coming to the earth 
was so that the promises made to the 
patriarchs might be confirmed; this refers to 
the original promises and the original 
calling. Acceptance of these three promises, 
sealed in the Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 
15:18) and confirmed by Paul (Romans 11) 
and Jesus (Romans 15:8), as a gift of 
blessing for mankind - that is the condition 
to which the nations must yield in order to 
be able to come back under God’s blessing. 
The “mishpacha”, family, clan, tribe or 
nation that blesses Israel comes under the 
blessing of the Almighty. Those collective 
units, on the other hand, that stubbornly 
cling on to pride, hubris and rebellion 
remain under God’s judgement and curse.

The foundation for the plan of salvation 
is thus laid: Israel’s challenge, on the basis 
of the Torah, that is, God’s commandments 
communicated to Israel through Moses, is 
to heed God’s voice and obey His 
commandments (see Deuteronomy 28). The 
challenge for the nations of the world is to 
recognize God’s election and calling of 
Israel in humility, thankfulness and 
reverence. At the collective level, this sums 
up the basic message of the Old Testament. 
Deuteronomy 28 (for Israel) and Genesis 12 
(for the nations) were the two core 
messages of all the Old Testament prophets.

Two further main themes gradually 
developed on this basis: a) the promise of 
the Messiah, and b) the partnership between 
believers (in the Messiah) from Israel and 
believers from the nations. This became the 
primary message of the New Testament - 
but without in any way calling into 
question, re-interpreting or cancelling the 
Old Testament foundations of God’s plan of 
salvation.

The Role of Israel in the Plan of Salvation for the Nations By Harald Eckert

Global Prayer Call Conference
100 Days of Prayer - Looking Back with Gratefulness. By Harald Eckert, Chairman of Christians for Israel International
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Pete Stucken devoted his life to bring the 

Jewish people home (Aliyah).

I must do the works of Him who sent 
Me as long as it is day; night is coming 
when no man can work.  John 9:4

At our 2014 UK conference, our 
Regional Director for Eastern Europe Vadim 
Rabochiy described how a courier vehicle in 
the Luhansk region of Eastern Ukraine was 
attacked by pro-Russian separatists. The 
vehicle and its cargo were destroyed.

In itself scarcely newsworthy, but it so 
happened that this courier vehicle was 
carrying a consignment of new passports 
which would soon to be available for 
collection by their respective applicants, a 
conclusion to a lengthy authorisation 
process. These passports never arrived, and 
in the current upheaval no one knows 
whether they will ever be replaced. Some 
Jewish families preparing to make aliyah 

were marooned by this random event.  In the 
current conditions the process of obtaining a 
new passport is fraught with difficulty and 
uncertainty.

No surprise that our teams are constantly 
encouraging the Jewish people to prepare 
their documents well ahead of time even if 
they haven’t yet fully made up their minds 
on when to make aliyah – because things can 
change; things can rapidly become more 
difficult.

Describing the deteriorating security 
situation in Ukraine and the obstacles this 
presents to aliyah, Vadim exclaims: “I hardly 
believe myself that I am talking about my 
country, a country which is located almost in 
the centre of Europe.”  

I Will Shake All the Nations . Haggai 2:7

Over recent months there has been 
disturbing evidence of a resurgent anti-
semitism in the nations of the west. Recent 
acts of terror have brought focus on France – 
but the problem is wider. International 
Coordinator Alan Field warns of what he 
aptly terms “the march of the Far-Right” - 
the rapid rise of far-right nationalist parties 
in Europe:  PVV in the Netherlands, NPD in 
Germany, National Front in France, Lega 
Nord in Italy, Jobbik in Hungary, Golden 
Dawn in Greece. Each of these national 
movements promulgate virulent anti-
Semitism. The face of Europe is changing 
and the growing influence of the far right 

points in an ominous direction. This has not 
gone unnoticed in the Jewish communities 
of Europe. Aliyah enquiries are sharply on 
the increase. This year we’ve taken the first 
steps towards establishing a field base in 
Hungary where the sizeable Jewish 
community is watching. This year, one in 
five votes go to the far-right Jobbik party.

Latin America is also experiencing 
growing anti-Semitism. At the same time 
aliyah is becoming more difficult. For 
example, Argentina has now imposed heavy 
restrictions on the movement of assets out of 
the country. 

Against this backdrop we as Ebenezer 
Operation Exodus seek to be an instrument 
in the LORD’s hands in the way that we 
have, by His grace, been enabled to be for 
the last 23 years. Over these two decades of 
work concentrated in Russia, Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia our teams have 
accumulated a valuable knowledge base 
around the many aspects of fishing and 
helping the Jews into a successful and safe 
aliyah. We are now seeing this knowledge 
base being released into the western nations. 
We are building our team in France and last 
year we began fishing operations in 
Argentina.

He will Roar Like a Lion... and His Sons Will 

Come Trembling from the West. Hosea 11

As we turn our attention to helping 
Jewish people from Western nations, our 

USA leadership have picked up the 
challenge and are forging ahead in ramping 
up their capability and preparedness for 
assisting American Jews in the aliyah 
process. As Vadim so aptly puts it, crisis 
time is not the time for preparation. Times of 
relative stability are the times to prepare and 
to set things in place. When a crisis looms, 
aliyah of rescue looks very different to 
aliyah of choice.

Increasingly, across the more than 50 
nations in which we have representation, our 
sense is to prepare ourselves for difficult 
times ahead. This applies to both the teams 
in those nations which are host to large 
Jewish communities and those other nations 
who are predominantly called to pray and 
support, to stand ready to help Jews who 
may need provisioning or protection in 
transit. We don’t know what it will look like, 
but we have a sense that it will be big – and 
often fraught with difficulty. 

How good to know that the LORD of the 
aliyah, the Shepherd King of Israel, holds it 
all in His hands. He is the beginning and the 
end of the aliyah as He prepares for His Son 
to return to Jerusalem in glory - to extend 
His righteous sceptre over the nations.

How central and crucial in all of this is 
the place of prayer. As we take up the 
challenge of ‘working while it is still day’, 
may all that we plan, undertake and put in 
motion be founded on prayer.

While it is Still Day By Pete Stucken, Chairman of Operation Exodus SE Asia Oceania
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Daniel, the prophet at the court of king 
Nebuchadnezzar, the ruler of the 
Babylonians, is permitted by the Lord to tell 
the king what he has dreamed and what it 
means. In his dream the king saw a statue 
with a golden head, a chest and arms of 
silver, a belly and thighs of bronze, and legs 
of iron and feet of iron and clay. After this 
he saw a stone rolling down from a 
mountain and striking the statue's feet, 
crushing the whole statue to dust and filling 
the whole earth himself - (Daniel 2).

Daniel says: those four to five empires 
(because the last empire arises out of the 
penultimate empire and appears in some 
way to be a continuation of it) are 
successive world empires. The golden head 
is the Babylonian Empire, the silver chest 
and arms are the empire of the Medes and 
Persians, the belly and thighs of bronze are 
the Greek Empire of Alexander the Great 
and his successors, and the legs of iron are 
the Roman Empire, later split into the 
Western and Eastern Roman empires. The 
last, ‘fifth’ empire appears to be a revival of 

that ‘Roman’ empire, but then on a world 
scale. They refer thus first and foremost to 
successive world empires around the 
Mediterranean Sea. More details are 
revealed to Daniel in visions that follow. He 
then sees the golden head, Babylon, as a 
lion with wings, the realm of Medes and 
Persians (the silver chest and arms) as a 
bear with three ribs in its mouth (Syria, 
Babylonia and Egypt, which are ‘eaten up’, 
eliminated by it?), the Greek-Macedonian 
empire (the bronze belly), that was divided 
between four/five generals after the death of 
Alexander the Great (Egypt, Syria, 
Macedonia and Asia Minor), is seen as a 
leopard with four wings and four heads, and 
the fourth empire, the Roman Empire (the 
iron legs) is simply referred to as a terrible, 
terrifying and tremendously strong beast, 
and this is continued in a ‘fifth’ empire. 
This ends up with ten horns (like the ten 
toes) and from them comes a little horn that 
takes possession of the whole earth (Daniel 
7): the new world leader, THE ‘anti-christ’.

The coming of the ‘Son of man’ signals 
the end of that 'fifth' empire, however, and 
then the eternal rule of that ‘Son of man’ 
dawns. Then His coming finally goes on to 
destroy the whole statue! So the whole 
image will apparently be standing on its feet 
again in the end times - i.e. including both 
the golden head and the silver arms and 
chest, as well as the bronze belly and iron 
legs, and the feet of iron and clay, so that 
this very last empire unites all the empires 
with itself as it were, representing them all. 
Revelation 13 seems to say that they will all 
come back to life, with their specific 
characteristics, and that they will all 
simultaneously appear on the world stage in 
one way or another, in the figure of this last 
empire, and then be crushed by the ‘stone 
from the mountain’, by Christ’s coming in 
glory.

When John sees the last beast appearing, 
coming up out of the sea (of nations), this 
beast has then united all the characteristics 

in itself, that the successive beast-empires in 
Daniel possessed. These same images (and 
beasts), which Daniel talks about, reappear 
in chapter 13 of the Bible Book of 
Revelation. Revelation 13:1-2a... And I saw 
a beast coming out of the sea. It had ten 
horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on 
its horns, and on each head a blasphemous 
name. The beast I saw resembled a leopard, 
but had feet like those of a bear and a 
mouth like that of a lion... It is therefore 
striking that in Revelation 13:1-2 the beast 
that appears from the sea of the nations 
looks like all the other beasts of Daniel 
together, with all their specific beastly 
characteristics: the leopard, the bear, the 
lion and the 10 horns etc., and inspired by 
the dragon. The source of inspiration is 
from below, from the forces of darkness. 
Verse 2b says: ... The dragon gave the beast 
his power and his throne and great 
authority... The combination of the 
refinement of the Greek/Hellenist/humanist 
civilisation with the enormous, might army 
that characterised the Medo-Persian Empire 
and its iron laws, combined with the 
absolute despotic, dictatorial (total) might 
of the man at the head, such as that 
possessed by Nebuchadnezzar - and, in the 
Roman Empire, the ‘divine’ emperors - 
combined with ‘democracy’, with people 
power, with the power of the masses + 
invincible military might such as the Roman 
legions possessed: this is the shape of the 
last end times empire John sees appearing. 
It seems, therefore, that throughout history, 
the true force behind these empires has 
actually always been these invisible, ‘world 
rulers of this darkness’, like the ‘ruler of the 
Persians’ and the ‘ruler of the Greeks’, etc. 
In the last empire of the end times these are 
then no longer 'subordinate' demonic forces, 
but the devil himself, the dragon that 
inspires this last empire directly. Verses 4-
10 say. Therefore: ... People worshiped the 
dragon because he had given authority to 
the beast, and they also worshiped the beast 

and asked, “Who is like the beast? Who can 
wage war against it?” The beast was given 
a mouth to utter proud words and 
blasphemies and to exercise its authority for 
forty-two months. It opened its mouth to 
blaspheme God, and to slander His name 
and His dwelling place and those who live 
in heaven. It was given power to wage war 
against God's holy people and to conquer 
them. And it was given authority over every 
tribe, people, language and nation. All 
inhabitants of the earth will worship the 
beast - all whose names have not been 
written in the Lamb book of life, the Lamb 
who was slain from the creation of the 
world. Whoever has ears, let them hear. “If 
anyone is to go into captivity, into captivity 
they will go. If anyone is to be killed with 
the sword, with the sword they will be 
killed. This calls for patient endurance and 
faithfulness on the part of God’s people...”

But the most important thing of all is 
this therefore: the dragon/devil/Satan gives 
him - that beast - his power and his throne 
and great might. But also: ‘it was given’, 
i.e. by Almighty God. Nothing happens on 
planet earth without His permission. We 
already spoke about this. When Jesus stands 
before Pilate, it says in John 19:10-11 ... 
“Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said 
“Don’t you realize I have power either to 
free you or to crucify you?” Jesus 
answered, “You would have no power over 
me if it were not given to you from above. 
Therefore the one who handed me over to 
you is guilty of a greater sin.”... Just as in 
Job’s case, nothing happens without Him! 

The ‘Son of man’ then finally destroys 
that last empire and, with it, all the realms 
that ‘man’, as fallen/sinful man, was 
capable of establishing, in the course of 
world history, under the leadership of the 
forces of darkness. Everything is crushed to 
fine dust and the Kingdom of the ‘Son of 
man’ fills the whole earth. There is finally a 
glorious future!

Nebuchadnezzar’s Image
Excerpt from Why End Times? Written by Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer
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The Almighty Gives them a Land
Even before God gave Abraham the 

promise to make him a great nation and 
made a covenant with him He gave him a 
command: “Get out of your country ...to a 
land that I will show you.” (Genesis 12:1). 
Of course, a nation has to have a territory, 
and we can understand that the Lord wished 
to show Abraham the land which his 
descendants were going to populate. In fact, 
the Lord told Abraham to “Arise, walk in 
the land through its length and its width, for 
I give it to you.” (Genesis 13:17). Before 
that the Lord emphatically stated that He 
was giving the land to Abraham and his 
descendants forever! (Genesis 13:15).

This promise is renewed to Isaac when 
God said to him: “...to you and your 
descendants I give all these lands...” 
(Genesis 26:3). Again it is renewed to 
Jacob when he was fleeing from his brother 
Esau: “...the land which you lie I will give 
to you and to your descendants.” (Genesis 
28:13). 

People’s Connection to the Land
From the Scriptures it is clear that it is 

impossible to separate God’s promise to 
bless Abraham and his descendants and to 

make them a nation from His promise to 
give the land to them forever; the land is an 
integral part of the covenant God made with 
the patriarchs  and the people of Israel. The 
eternal covenant God made with the Jewish 
people includes the  bestowing of the land to 
the descendants of Abraham as an 
indispensable part!

Indeed, it may very well be that the 
Lord, the Ancient of days, before the 
nations even existed, used Israel as a kind 
of measuring rod when He set the 
boundaries of the nations. 

This could mean that in the same way as 
the people of Israel is the firstborn son of 
God, so also the land of Israel is the first 
inheritance among all the lands of the 
peoples. 

The Meaning of Aliyah
The Hebrew word aliyah means going 

up or ascent. It is used about the Jewish 
people going up to Jerusalem three times a 
year for the feasts of Pesach, Shavuot and 
Succot. It is also used to refer to the 
immigration of Jews from the diaspora to 
Israel, their return to Zion.

The return of the Jews to the land of 
their fathers is central to Zionism. As 
Theodore Herzl said: “It goes without 
saying that the Jewish people can have no 
other goal than Palestine and that, whatever 
the fate of the proposition may be, our 
attitude toward the land of our fathers is 
and shall remain unchangeable.” He also 
said: “If anyone thinks that Jews can steal 
into the land of their fathers, he is deceiving 
either himself or others. Nowhere is the 
coming of Jews so promptly noted as in the 
historic home of the Jews, for the very 
reason that it is the historic home.” And: 
“Zionism demands a publicly recognised 
and legally secured homeland in Palestine 
for the Jewish people. This platform is 
unchangeable.”

Coming Back from the Ends of 
the Earth

Throughout the ages, the Jewish people 
have returned from exile to the land of 
Israel. But it is from the end of the 19th 
century that the Lord is bringing His people 
back on a large scale. Through the prophet 
Jeremiah the Lord speaks: “Behold, I will 
gather them out of all countries where I 
have driven them in My anger, in My fury, 
and in great wrath; I will bring them back 
to this place, and I will cause them to dwell 
safely.” (Jeremiah 32:37).

Jews have returned from more than 100 
different countries. Hidden or forgotten 
tribes like the Ethiopian Jews and the B'nei 
Menashe in India have returned or are 
returning. The modern nation of Israel was 
born in 1948, as the national home of the 
Jewish people. Israel's Law of Return 
states: “Every Jew has the right to come to 
this country as an oleh [immigrant].”

Waves of Aliyah
When the State of Israel was founded in 

1948 there were 650,000 Jews in the 
country. In 2014 the number of Jews in 
Israelis almost tenfold. So far, the record 
number of immigrants in one year was 
250,000 in 1949, but I believe we will see 
this record broken in the coming years! In 
March 2013, the Daily Mail online reported 
that Israel overtook USA for the first time 
as the world’s largest Jewish population 
centre.

It is also worth noting that the number 
of Jews who were forced to leave (left, fled 
or expelled from) Muslim countries after 
Israel became independent in 1948-1970 
was 900,000 which exceeds the about 
700,000 Arabs who fled or were expelled in 
Israel's War of Independence. Israel 
absorbed the Jewish refugees while the 
Arab nations did not absorb the Arab 
refugees. This resulted in the creation of the 

Palestinian refugee camps and the 
establishment of UNRWA (United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East). According to a 
recent estimate, about 30,000 of the original 
Arab refugees are alive, but since 
UNWRA’s definition of refugees includes 
descendants, the number of Palestinian 
refugees is now estimated to be around 
5,000,000.

“With all My Heart and Soul”
The Bible describes the Exodus out of 

Egypt as a mighty work of God which is 
referred to in many Scripture passages. But 
the Lord predicts through the prophet 
Jeremiah that He will do something even 
greater: “Therefore behold, the days are 
coming,” says the Lord, “that it shall no 
more be said, the Lord lives who brought up 
the children of Israel from the land of 
Egypt,” but, “The Lord lives who brought 
up the children of Israel from the land of 
the north and from all the lands where He 
had driven them. For I will bring them back 
into their land which I gave to their 
fathers.” (Jeremiah 16:14-15).I believe we 
live in that time! The time has come when 
the Lord “will arise and have mercy on 
Zion; For the time to favor her, Yes, the set 
time, has come.” (Psalm 102:13)! 

In Jeremiah the Lord uses the strongest 
possible words to express what He is doing: 
“Yes, I will rejoice over them to do them 
good, and I will assuredly plant them in this 
land, with all My heart and with all My 
soul." (Jeremiah 32:41)

Aliyah - the Return of the Jewish People to Israel
By Philip Holmberg, Coordinator of Ebenezer Operation Exodus in Sweden
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I live in Vienna, Austria. Thirty five 
years ago I came to Austria as a music 
student, with my husband, Hans, who is 
Austrian. From my early childhood I had 
strong ties to the Jewish people. I grew up 
with many Jewish friends in South Africa 
and the Lord planted a deep love for the 
Jewish people in my heart long before I 
understood the biblical context.

Living in Austria, the Lord started to 
give me a strong burden for the Austrian 
people. As my love for Austria grew, the 
burden become heavier. Austria has a very 
tragic history with the Jewish people. 
Hitler was born in Braunau, near Linz, 
Eichmann selected a substantial part of the 
SS elite in Austria, many of the camp 
commandants in Poland were from Austria 
and the cruellest methods of robbing the 
Jews of their dignity were tried first in 
Austria and then imported to Germany.

After the war, it took Austria forty five 
years to start to address its responsibility 
for war crimes committed during WWII 
and the role Austria had played in the 

Holocaust. For about forty five years 
Austria felt itself to have been the first 
victim of Nazi Germany. In 1943, in the 
Moscow declaration, it was stated that 
Austria had been “the first victim of Nazi 
Germany, but also had an own 
responsibility for deeds committed during 
the war”. The first part was quoted eagerly 
after the war, the second part ignored.

This blocked a process of working 
through the history of the nation, and it 
was only in 1993 – when for the first time 
an Austrian chancellor, Franz Vranitzky, 
visited the State of Israel – that the 
collective responsibility for crimes 
committed by Austria during WWII and 
the Holocaust was addressed.

Austria started paying restitution and 
the first Holocaust memorials were built.

Although at political and academic 
levels the theme of guilt and responsibility 
had been broached, still there lay a veil of 
silence over our country, and this veil 
remains in part to this day – hindering a 
spiritual breakthrough.

A few years ago I learned about an 
almost unknown concentration camp in 
Austria, a camp that had been bigger in 
size and even more brutal than its twin 
camp Mauthausen. From that time on the 
Lord put it on my heart to work towards 
reconciliation and remembrance. The 
name of the camp, Gusen, stayed engraved 
in my mind.

In 2013 I happened to sit next to Jobst 

Bittner - the initiator of the “March of 
Life” movement – at a conference in 
Budapest. Marches of Life are walked on 
the routes of death trails, symbolically 
turning the road of death into a road of 
life, by publicly raising a voice for 
remembrance, for reconciliation, against 
anti-Semitism and for solidarity towards 
the nation of Israel.

I knew that this was a clear sign from 
the Lord, and together we started 
preparing for the first “March of Life” in 
Austria, on the route from the 
concentration camp Mauthausen to camp 
Gusen and on to the Galleries of 
Bergkristall, where 11,000 prisoners - 
mostly Jews -  had been murdered or had 
perished. Only 2% of the Jewish prisoners 
had survived the concentration camp of 
Gusen.

To prepare our hearts for the March we 
held a seminar called “lifting the veil of 
silence” with Jobst Bittner as our main 
speaker. Against our expectations around 
300 people from all over the country 
attended, deeply shaken and thankful for 
an opportunity to speak about the burden 
that they had been carrying for so long, 
many of them being descendants of Nazi 
perpetrators. Others felt a strong urge to 
find out more about their family history, 
sensing that the veil of silence their 
parents and grandparents had spread over 
the past should be lifted, to be able to 
repent, turn around and ask the Lord to 

break the curse that the sins of the 
forefathers had brought over the families. 

Two months later nearly one thousand 
people from all over Austria, Germany, 
Italy, Poland and Slovenia walked the 8 
km death trail together with five survivors 
and their family members. Members from 
the orthodox Jewish congregations of 
Vienna and Linz had also come, and for 
the first time since the war, the El Male 
Rachamim (a special prayer addressing the 
Holocaust) and the Kaddish were spoken 
at the place where so many Jews.had lost 
their lives. It was also the first time that 
Jewish survivors of Gusen had come back 
to Austria and they were deeply moved by 
the way they were honoured and to hear 
words of repentance.

The Lord healed many hearts and 
words of forgiveness, love and 
reconciliation were exchanged. Yehiel 
Aleksander, who had only been a young 
teenager when Gusen was liberated in May 
1945, put his feelings into words, saying 
“70 years ago only my body was here, 
now my heart is also here”. The Lord is 
still shaking my beloved country Austria, 
uncovering what may not stay covered, 
bringing to the surface what needs to be 
repented and blessing us with His healing 
power of forgiveness and hope.

This is the (abbreviated) testimony that 
was given at the Global Prayer Call -
conference in Krakow in January 2015.

Roads to Redemption - Lifting the Veil of Silence
By Marie-Louise Weissenböck, Chairwoman of Christians for Israel, Austria and Regional Coordinator of the European branches
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Seventy Years Since the End of the Holocaust 
and World War II

Daniel rightly discerned through the 
prophecies of Jeremiah that the people of his 
nation were entering into a strategic moment 
at the end of the prophesied "seventy years" of 
exile. (Daniel 9:2)

I felt recently that the Lord was 
impressing upon me that 2014-2015 are two 
“hinge years”, that is, years when events 
will take place that will greatly affect the 
nations, Israel, and the Church for many 
years afterward. We are entering into the 
biblically significant “seventy years” since 
the final battles, the final victory over great 
forces of evil in World War II, and the end 
of the Holocaust. 70 is also the number 
representing the nations in Genesis 10.

Significant “Signs in the Heavens”
In addition to this strategic end of a 

“seventy year” season, we are seeing a 
convergence of “signs in the heavens” with 

four “blood moon” lunar eclipses falling on 
the beginning of both Passover and Succot 
(the “Feast of Tabernacles”) during both 2014 
and 2015. According to research done by 
Pastor Mark Biltz, the last two times this 
happened were in the “hinge years” of 1949-
1950 (the two years following the 
establishment of the modern nation state of 
Israel, and the establishment of many 
ministries greatly used in world-wide 
evangelism) and 1967-1968 (when Jerusalem 
was reunited in the six day war, and what 
many see as the beginnings of a world-wide 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit in all 
denominations, and more major initiatives in 
missions). Such a “tetrad” of lunar eclipses 
coinciding with the start of major 
Jewish/biblical feasts will not happen again in 
this century. 

In addition, there are two solar eclipses 
falling on the significant dates of the biblical 
Hebrew calendar “new year’s day” of Adar 
29/Nisan 1 on 20 March, 2015, and on the 
beginning of the Feast of Trumpets (Rosh 
Hashanah) 13 September, 2015. In Jewish 
tradition and interpretation of the Scriptures, 
lunar eclipses point to a season (not 
necessarily a specific date) of portentous 
events for Israel (which observes a lunar 
calendar) and solar eclipses point to a season 
of portentous events for the nations (most of 
whom follow a solar calendar). Please 
understand that I am not setting forth a date 
for the return of our Lord Jesus, or claiming 
what specific events will occur during 
2014/2015. I am simply saying that we need 
to see this as one more factor pointing us 
toward being alert to the strategic importance 
of 2014/2015. We must not allow some who 
may make spurious predictions based on these 
“signs in the heavens” to keep us from the 
clear teaching of the Bible (see: Joel 2:31; 
Luke 21:11,25,28; Acts 2:20,21; Revelation 
6:12) that the Lord will use “signs in the 
heavens” to draw our attention to a season 
where He will do major things, and wants us 
to seek His counsel on how to pray and 
prepare.

A Convergence of Major Calls to Prayer in 

and for Jerusalem and Israel; and for the 

Nations’ Alignments Concerning Israel
I have only lived in Jerusalem for 15 

years, but I have not seen such a 
convergence of outside ministries calling 
such great numbers to focused prayer in 
this regard.

As a board member of “The European 
Coalition for Israel”", I am part of their 
launching (initiated through my good friend, 
Harald Eckert) of a “Global Prayer Call 
2015”, calling intercessors to 100 days of 
prayer (with seasons of fasting) from 27 
January - 8 May, 2015 concerning their 
nation's attitude and alignment with God’s 
Word concerning the Jewish people and 
Israel.

In addition, I and other leaders in Israel 
was asked to welcome and to participate in a 
large gathering 17 September, 2014 (where 
thousands of primarily Americans) was joined 
in a Promise Keeper gathering in Jerusalem; 
another large gathering 10-14 November, 
2014 where thousands of internationals 
(primarily Chinese) joined in an indoor 
stadium in Jerusalem to pray and worship; and 
the “Empowered 2l” event 20 - 25 May, 
where thousands of internationals (primarily 
Indonesian) joined in that same indoor 
stadium to seek the Lord in Jerusalem.

How Should We Respond to the 

Convergence of these 3 Factors?
I believe our response to the coming 

together of these three factors should be the 
same as that of the great, governmental 
intercessor Daniel when he realized that the 
end of their seventy year season of exile was 
approaching: “So I turned to the Lord God 
and pleaded with Him in prayer and petition, 
in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes.” 
(Daniel 9:3)

We then see in Daniel 9:4-19, that Daniel 
pours out His heart on behalf of His nation 

and people, and His home city of Jerusalem.   
I believe that a confession of our sins and the 
sins of our fathers, and of our nation, is the 
right place to posture ourselves in this season. 
We need to confess the rebellion of our 
nations against God’s choice of Israel and the 
Jewish people to play a unique role in His 
great plan to bring His salvation to the ends of 
the earth. We need to receive His heart, so that 
we might weep over our nations. It is so 
important that we do this during these two 
strategic “hinge years” of 2014 - 2015. We 
need to cry out while there is still hope, and 
before the hearts of our leaders are hardened.

What if we believe our nation or it’s 
leaders will not choose to align properly with 
God's Word and heart concerning Israel and 
the Jewish people? We need to realize that it is 
not for us to decide when it is too late for our 
nation or leaders. There may be great 
pressures from the “Babylonian” systems 
upon our nation and it leaders. But the Lord 
will always, in His justice, raise up prophetic 
voices like Daniel, so that those leaders may 
never say at the Great Judgment that they 
never heard the truth.

The Sovereign and Just King of Kings 
appointed Daniel to be such a voice right in 
the heart of Babylon. And even such a wicked 
and proud king as Nebuchadnezzar, after 
seven years of chastening through insanity (as 
predicted by Daniel in chapter 4), came to a 
place of repentance, and after his sanity was 
restored proclaimed: “Now I, 
Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify 
the King of heaven, because everything He 
does is right and all His ways are just. And 
those who walk in pride He is able to 
humble.” (Daniel 4:37)

We are not called as intercessors into a 
“ministry” of criticism and complaining 
concerning our national leaders. Rather we are 
commanded “that requests, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving be made for 
everyone - for kings and all those in 
authority...” (1 Timothy 2:i-2a).
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Germany on the Way to the Valley of Decision 
by Harald Eckert, Excerpt from Israel, the Nations and the Valley of Decision

For me, as a Christian from Germany, the 
biblical background outlined above raises an 
obvious question: “Where will Germany find 
itself on this road to the Valley of Decision in 
the end times?” Where will Germany stand 
when the judge of the world returns to separate 
the nations into the “sheep” and the “goats”? 
Moreover, what influence - what responsibility - 
do we have as Christians in this respect? Could 
it possibly be God’s objective that the very 
nation that has historically proved itself to be 
the “last” in terms of its relationship with the 
Jewish people could, and should, transform 
itself to become the “first”, as the nations head 
towards the Valley of Decision in this final 
phase of human history before the Second 
Coming of Jesus? From the greatest enemy of 
the Jewish people to the greatest friend of the 
Jewish people? From Saul to Paul? From the 
most obvious “goat nation” to the most 
surprising “sheep nation”? To become a blessing 
for Israel, even though that means heading 
towards more difficult rather than easier times? 
And to be a sign to the nations of the world, all 
of which are heading towards this biblical 
Valley of Decision in the end times, and which 
might perhaps take encouragement from the 
example of Germany to leave the path of the 
“goats” and choose, instead, to set off down the 
path of the “sheep”, even if there’s a high price 
to pay?

The Church and the “Valley of Decision”
In my view, the decision regarding which 

side Germany will be on in the end-times 
judgement when Jesus returns remains open. It 
is probably the most important question facing 
our nation: will we go against the increasingly 
anti-Christian and thus also anti-Semitic spirit 
of the age and stand by Israel, and bless Israel, 
in this difficult final phase of the end times? Or 
will we allow ourselves to be swept along by the 
anti-Semitic and anti-Christian powers and 
forces of our times?

From my point of view, the ultimate 
responsibility for how this question is answered 
lies not with the government, media, 
intelligentsia or chattering classes of Germany, 
but with the Church. If we are “priests and 
prophets” (1 Peter 2:9) for our German nation, 
and “salt and light” (Matthew 5:13ff) in the 
midst of our people, our relationship with the 
Jewish people and with Israel should and can 
serve as a role model, leading our nation by 
example along the path it should take in relation 
to Israel. If we fail to adopt and grow into this 
lifestyle, culture, credibility, power of prayer 
and authority, and make them our own, then we 
have no right to try pinning responsibility on 
other groups in our society. With a few 
outstanding exceptions, it is patently obvious 
that we as Christians - as the Church - did not 
have this insight and power in the past, 
particularly in the first decades of the 20th 
century. Has there been any fundamental, 
radical change since then? If not, are we 
prepared to accept this challenge, this offer of 
God’s grace, to allow ourselves to be changed 
and to take others with us? I consider this to be 
the most important question currently facing the 
Church in Germany if it is serious about the 
welfare and fate of our nation.

Three Groundbreaking Promises
One question that is asked time and time 

again is this: why, and for how much longer, 
must we go on dealing with the tragedy of the 
Holocaust and our associated responsibility as 
Christians and as Germans? Given all that we 
have said in this book, there can really be only 
one possible answer: until Germany collectively 
comes down immovably on the side of Israel, on 
a historic scale, and adopts the following 
position until Jesus returns:

When the “least of Jesus’ brothers”, the 
Jewish people, is in need: Germany helps. When 
the Promised Land is to be divided: Germany 
does not join in.

When Jerusalem’s status as the Jewish 
capital is questioned: Germany does not go 
along with this.When Israel is isolated, 
demonized and slandered: Germany sees 
through the underlying agitation and 
manipulation and stands firm. And Germany 
finds the strength to do all this because there is a 
Christian Church that is deeply purified, that 
prays accordingly and lives with this exemplary 
attitude towards Israel. In this way, they give 
those in government, those in positions of 
responsibility and the opinion makers in our 
nation the support, security and courage they 
need to swim against the current of increasingly 
anti-Semitic and anti-Israeli world opinion.

Let us finish by considering three biblical 
statements that can encourage us Christians as 
we face this daunting task and challenge: God's 
kindness leads to repentance (Romans 2:4). The 
correct question is not “How often must I 
repent?”, but “How deeply may I repent?”. It is 
an immense gift of grace to be able to repent, to 
cleanse one’s conscience, to be liberated from 
the burden of our failings and errors and to be 
able to set out down a new path without these 
chains, unburdened, and exhilarated at having 
experienced this grace. It is a huge gift, not a 
burdensome obligation! And if we consider 
God’s goodness and favour towards Germany in 
the past few decades, in particular the gracious 
gift of Reunification, then we can understand 
this as a tremendous, infinitely kind-hearted 
invitation. God is raising up our nation in grace 
because He has confidence in us, because He is 
working on the assumption that we will deal 
responsibly with this gift - responsibly in many 
respects, but first and foremost in relation to His 
people, to the Jewish people, to Israel.

Whoever has been forgiven much loves 
much (Luke 7:47). There are many fruits of 
repentance, but the greatest and most precious 
fruit of repentance that Jesus mentions is love. 
When we repent of our indifference, arrogance 
and hardness of heart toward the Jewish people, 

and receive God’s forgiveness, our hearts are 
filled instead with love for God and with God’s 
love for His people. The dimension of the guilt 
and of the forgiveness indicate the magnitude of 
the love that God has planned for us. And this 
requires no less than the experience and 
certainty of God’s love for us, and God’s love in 
our hearts for the Jewish people.

From everyone who has been given much, 
much will be demanded (Luke 12:48). If we 
understand the ever deeper experience of 
repentance and the ever deeper experience of 
forgiveness and God’s love as gifts that we can 
experience for ourselves, it becomes clear to us 
that God is sharing this immense grace with us 
because He has planned something special for 
us. He wants to make us, both as a Church and 
as a nation, a blessing for Israel. In so doing, He 
wants us to serve as a role model and as an 
incentive, at both Church and national levels, 
for other nations. He is in the process of 
demonstrating His grace on a historic and 
worldwide scale, performing signs with a global 
impact. The first sign is manifested in Israel: the 
return of the Jewish people and the restoration 
of fertility and vitality to both the land and the 
people. But this is to be followed by a second 
sign of similar magnitude: the astonishing 
friendship between Germany and Israel. The 
role model and inspiration for this is to be the 
good example set by the Church. We must not 
misunderstand the favour and the grace that we 
Germans have experienced over the past few 
decades: it is neither something we should 
merely take for granted, nor is it an onerous, 
wearisome duty that is imposed upon us. It is a 
sign that God has great plans for us, in the same 
way that a father often has more confidence in 
his child's abilities than the child itself. This 
should not make us proud, but humble and 
thankful. At the same time, however, it should 
also motivate us to want to live up to this 
responsibility and the undeserved trust that has 
been put in US.
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The European Coalition for Israel 
(ECI) was established in 2004, as a 
Christian initiative to promote Israel-
Europe relations. In recent years, the 
mandate of the ECI has extended beyond 
Europe. In 2014, the ECI established the 
Forum for Cultural Diplomacy (FCD) for 
its UN-related work. 

The vision of FCD is to offer an arena 
where we can recognise the many 
contributions of the Jewish people to the 
international community and build on 
these principles. During the past year, the 
ECI and Forum for Cultural Diplomacy 
has organised two high-level events at the 
UN Headquarters in New York. 

Yom Kippur
On Tuesday, 30 September 2014, the 

Forum hosted a historic event to honour 
the Jewish holiday Yom Kippur in the UN 
Headquarters in New York. The high level 
breakfast meeting, ‘The Spirit of Yom 
Kippur, Forgiveness and Reconciliation in 
Seasons of Conflict,’ took place in 
conjunction with the General Debate in the 
UN General Assembly. In a letter to ECI, 
UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, 
called the event, “an important meeting at 
UN Headquarters.”

 In his speech ECI’s UN Director, 
spoke about the universal values of Yom 

Kippur, stressing the need to look back at 
one’s life in order to look forward.

“The Jewish feasts and holidays teach 
us important lessons,” he said, giving 
examples such as forgiveness and 
reconciliation as demonstrated in Yom 
Kippur and freedom from slavery as seen 
in Passover. He went on to remind the 
audience about how the UN has been 
shaped by ideas from Jewish thinking, as 

in the principle of the Golden Rule: Do 

unto others as you would have others 

do to you or the peace vision of Isaiah 

Chapter 2, written on the Isaiah Wall, right 
across the road from the UN Headquarters. 

 “This Isaiah vision points to a future 
when swords will be turned in to 
ploughshares and there will be war no 
more. This vision has inspired social 
reformers throughout history as well as the 
creation of the UN. As we listen to one 
another and recognise the values of the 
Golden Rule we strengthen the core 
purposes and principles of the United 
Nations”, he concluded.

Passover 
UN diplomats from 35 nations came 

together at the UN Headquarters in New 
York on Thursday, 26 March 2015 to mark 
the upcoming Jewish holiday of Passover 

and draw inspiration from its universal 
message of freedom from slavery. The 
luncheon was organised in conjunction 
with the International Day of 
Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery 
and the Transatlantic Slave Trade.

 ECI Founding Director Tomas Sandell 
reminded the guests of how the San Remo 
Resolution of 1920, promising the 
reconstitution of a Jewish national home in 
Palestine, is considered to be the start of 
the de-colonisation process as it proved 
that a people who had been under foreign 
occupation for over 1,800 years could 
regain independence.

Israeli Permanent Representative to the 
UN, Ambassador Ron Prosor, quoted the 
19th century German poet Heinrich Heine, 
in stating that, since the Exodus, freedom 
has always been spoken with a Hebrew 
accent. “The Jewish experience is that 
freedom can never be taken for granted,” 
Prosor noted. Commenting on the crucial 
last phase in the negotiations with Iran, he 
drew a parallel with the Passover story of 
the four sons - one wise, one wicked, one 
naive and one who does not know how to 
ask a question. Naming Iran as ‘the wicked 
son’ who is trying to wipe Israel off the 
map he went on to name those countries 
that are negotiating with Iran as ‘the son 
who does not know how to ask the right 

questions’ and refuses to acknowledge the 
threat that Iran poses to Israel and the 
international community as a whole.

As we see the current resurgence of 
anti-Semitism in Europe, we believe that, 
as Europeans, we have the responsibility 
to raise a different voice among the 
international community. In reaction to the 
growing demonisation of Israel and the 
Jewish people, many leaders call for 
tolerance. The ECI, in particular through 
its UN initiative, the Forum for Cultural 
Diplomacy, believe that tolerance is not 
enough and quite inappropriate. 

In such a time as this, we call instead 
for recognising, celebrating and learning 
from the many major contributions to 
mankind of Israel and the Jewish people 
and culture - Yom Kippur and Passover are 
two expressions of these major 
contributions. The Forum aims at giving 
the nations the opportunity of raising such 
a voice.

Celebrating Israel in the United Nations

I looked for someone among 

them who would build up the 

wall and stand before me in the 

gap on behalf of the land… but I 

found no one. Ezekiel 22:30

And he saw that there was no man, 
and wondered that there was no 
intercessor. Isaiah 59:16

Throughout history the Lord has been 
looking for those who would stand in the 
gap for the Jewish people when under 
existential threat. Time and time again the 
words of Ezekiel and Isaiah have been 
proven true, as he ‘found no one.’

 The greatest crime in human history, 
the Holocaust, could not have happened in 
Germany, a Christian country, if believers 
would have stood up and protested in time. 
Yes, there was a Dietrich Bonhoeffer and a 
Claus von Stauffenberg but they were the 
exceptions to the rule. By and large the 
Christian church in Germany, as well as in 
the world at large, remained silent.

 When the international community had 

one last chance of stopping Hitler and 
saving the Jewish people at the 
international conference on German-Jewish 
refugees in Evian in July of 1938 they 
failed.

 The minutes from the conference are 
depressing reading as country after country 
explained that there was nothing they could 
do. The future Prime Minister of Israel 
Golda Meir who was representing the 
Jewish people was not even seated among 
the delegates. Even worse, the living church 
of Christ was missing altogether.

 The rest is history.  Shortly after Hitler 
invaded Czechoslovakia and the following 
year the Second World War broke out. Less 
than six years later over sixty million 
people had died, among them six million 
Jews.

Many people have today asked what 
they would have done different if they had 
been alive in the 1930´s. This is the wrong 
question. The question is what we will do 
today.

 Some fifteen years ago anti-Semitism 
started to raise its ugly head in Europe 
again after many decennia of relative calm. 
As a result of the second intifada in the 
Palestinian territories and the UN Durban 
conference on racism in South Africa in 
September 2001 a coordinated effort to 
demonize the Jewish state had began.  

 Although it was soon clear to everyone 
that Europe was drifting back to its anti-
Semitic past nobody seemed to react.  

During an EU conference in Brussels 
Nobel laureate Elie Wiesel poured out his 
heart as he asked, “Why is it still only the 
Jews who are reacting? Where are the 

Christians? Where are all the others?”
 European Coalition for Israel was 

formed in 2003 as a coalition of all the 
others. Sadly the situation has not 
improved. In 2013 a survey by the EU 
Fundamental Rights Agency in Vienna 
confirmed that Jews no longer felt safe in 
Europe and by 2015 the situation has gotten 
even worse. As Jews last year left France in 
the highest numbers since the end of WW2 
it became clear that European Jews who 
had lived in France and Europe since the 
time of Christ no longer felt safe or 
welcome in the country of fraternité, eqalité 
et liberté. The same applies for many other 
countries in Europe where anti-Israeli 
sentiments are undergirded by a latent 
hatred of the Jews.

 When sixteen EU Foreign Ministers in 
the midst of the current storm of anti-
Semitism in Europe and ethnic cleansing of 
Christians in the Middle East turn their 
attention to Israel and urge the EU Foreign 
Policy Chief  Feredrica Mogherini to label 
Israeli goods from the disputed territories it 
is a symptom of a deeper problem. 

 Yes, European leaders have protested 
the killing of Jews saying that, “The 
European project has failed when Jews are 
no longer safe in Europe” or that, “There 
can be no Europe without the Jews,” but as 
long as their policies towards the only 
Jewish state in the world remains biased 
and confrontational it does not help.

 The facts remain. If the nations had 
kept their commitment to the Jewish people 
in 1938 at the Evian conference to let the 
Jewish refugees return to their ancestral 
homeland in Israel in line with the San 

Remo resolution of 1920, millions of 
Jewish lives could have been saved.

 Also today Jews are haunted in the 
nations while the state of Israel, as the 
ultimate safe haven for the Jews, is being 
attacked in a growing diplomatic war.

 The pressure for Israel to make peace 
with the Palestinians is mounting despite 
the fact that the Palestinian leadership 
continue with incitement to violence. In a 
shocking statement last fall, moderate 
Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas called 
Jews, “A contamination of the Temple 
mount.” A few days later Jewish rabbis 
were killed in cold blood while praying in a 
synagogue in Jerusalem. The international 
community remained silent.

 At the same time a UN member state, 
Iran, which has repeatedly made it clear that 
its ultimate goal is to exterminate Israel is 
getting closer to acquiring nuclear 
capabilities. Will there be any Christians 
speaking up at the nuclear talks in Lausanne 
at the end of June when the international 
community expect to close a deal?

 Our generation will not be held 
responsible for what our forefathers failed 
to do but how we respond today. ECI wants 
to provide a platform for those who want to 
stand in the gap for the Jewish people.

 Standing in the gap for the Jewish 
people today often means that we are called 
to stand in front of governmental leaders at 
the EU or the UN when Israel and the 
Jewish people are confronted with new 
threats.

 As ECI we have chosen to stand - in 
prayer, education and advocacy. Will you 
join us?

ECI - Called to Stand in the Gap for the Jewish People
By Tomas Sandell, Founding Director, European Coalition for Israel

One of the features of the Global Prayer 
Conference was the opportunity to learn 
more about the European Coalition for 
Israel. Many of the members spoke at the 
conference, their speeches narrated for you 
below.

ECI leadership includes: 
Ÿ Tomas Sandell (Finland) - Founding 

Director
Ÿ Harald Eckert (Germany) - Chairman
Ÿ Perrine Dufoix (France) - Director, 

Europe

Ÿ Andrew Tucker (Netherlands/Australia) 
- Legal Counsel

The ministry was founded eleven years ago 
by Christians for Israel, Ebenezer and 
several other ministries. 

The activities of the ECI consist of three 
pillars:

Ÿ Advocacy
Ÿ Prayer
Ÿ Education

What is the European Coalition for Israel?

Osugi/Shutterstock.com
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Since the Second World War, the United 
Nations has become the primary (but not 
sole) set of institutions within which 
international diplomacy is carried out. The 
UN institutions are being used by the 
nations of the world to place more and 
more pressure on Israel. One of the most 
pressing issues on the UN agenda is the 
creation of a Palestinian state. As proposed, 
this would result in the removal of Jews 
from Judea and Samaria (the Biblical 
heartland of Israel) and the division of 
Jerusalem. From a Biblical perspective, this 
is very significant.

Legitimacy of the State of Israel
The impression is often given that Israel 

was created as a result of the Shoah 
(Holocaust), and that it was established as a 
result of UN decisions. It is often stated that 
Palestine was a land that ‘belonged’ to an 
Arab people called Palestinians, which was 
‘invaded’ by Jews. 

These impressions are incorrect. 
Although the modern state of Israel was 
only officially established in May 1948, its 
origins long pre-date the creation of the 
United Nations in 1945. This historical 
context is often ignored when the legal 
status of Israel is under discussion. In fact, 
the legitimacy of the State of Israel under 
international law rests on two main pillars, 
both of which pre-date WWII and which 
are closely intertwined and interrelated:

Ÿ the inherent right of the Jewish 
people to self-determination under 
modern international law, based on the 
historical connection between the 
Jewish people and the land of Palestine 
for thousands of years - a connection 
more intimate and durable than any 
other identifiable people group - and 
their acknowledged right to re-establish 
their nation in the land; and
Ÿ the rights and title with respect to 
Palestine conferred on the Jewish 
people by the Allied Powers after the 
First World War (the ‘San Remo’ 
resolution of April 1920) as recognised 
in the Mandate of Palestine 
implemented by the Council of the 
League of Nations in 1922.

These historical legal foundations 
subsequently found expression in the 
declaration of the State of Israel on 14 May 
1948. While recognition as such is not 

required for the legitimacy of a State, it is 
significant that Israel was recognised by 
many States after its establishment and also 
that it was admitted in 1949 as a Member of 
the United Nations.

The UN and State Sovereignty
The United Nations Charter is a treaty. 

States voluntarily have made commitments 
to comply with the provisions of the UN 
Charter and are bound by them. But the 
members of the UN have not abandoned 
their sovereignty. Provided they comply 
with the terms of the treaty, and 
international law generally, the member 
states of the UN remain - as a matter of 
international law - free in the choices they 
make when voting in the UN institutions.

This is an important point. It is often 
argued, for example, that states are bound 
by the previous decisions of the UN 
General Assembly or Security Council. This 
is not correct. States are only bound by 
international law. The most important 
sources of international law are treaties 
(including the UN Charter) and customary 
international law. Strictly speaking, while 
decisions of the UN institutions may 
constitute evidence of international law, the 
resolutions of the General Assembly and 
Security Council do not create international 
law and are non-binding.

2004 ICJ Decision - An Example 

of UN Political Processes
The International Court of Justice (ICJ) 

is a UN organ that was set up to arbitrate on 
disputes between UN member states, and to 
advise UN institutions on matters of law. 
The most important decision of the ICJ 
from Israel’s perspective is the Advisory 
Opinion of 2004 concerning the security 
barrier. This decision is often cited as 
authority for the view that the Israeli 
settlements are ‘illegal’. This is alarming, 
given that the background and content of 
this Advisory Opinion demonstrate the 
unhappy intertwinement of law and politics. 
It contains many statements and 
conclusions of law and fact that are 
inaccurate, incomplete and over - 
simplified. It is astounding that there is so 
little discussion about the court's findings of 
fact and legal analysis. While, in general, 
decisions of the ICJ should be treated with 

the utmost respect; in this case, the advice 
of the ICJ should be treated with the 
greatest of caution.

The International Court of Justice has 
two roles. First, states may ask the ICJ to 
decide on a dispute between them, in 
accordance with international law 
(‘contentious cases’). Such decisions are 
binding on the parties to the dispute. 
Second, organs of the United Nations or 
other specialized agencies may request the 
ICJ to advise them on legal questions 
(‘advisory jurisdiction’). These are two 
completely different situations, and they 
should not be confused. The advisory role 
of the ICJ should not be used to resolve a 
dispute between two parties.

The UN, Palestinian Statehood 

and the Division of Jerusalem
The UN member states have taken many 

measures since the 1967 Six Day War to 
implement an Arab Palestinian state 
situated in the territories recaptured by 
Israel in the 1967 Six Day War - the Gaza 
strip, the ‘West Bank’ and the Golan 
Heights - often referred to as the ‘Occupied 
Palestinian Territories’. For example, in 
1975 the UN General Assembly established 
the Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People 
(CEIRPP), and requested it to recommend a 
programme of implementation to enable the 
Palestinian people to exercise their 
inalienable rights to self-determination 
without external interference, national 
independence and sovereignty; and to 
return to their homes and property from 
which they had been displaced.

The Committee’s recommendations 
were endorsed by the Assembly, to which 
the Committee reports annually. The 
Assembly established the Division for 
Palestinian Rights as its secretariat and, 
throughout the years, has gradually 
expanded the Committee’s mandate. The 
CEIRPP has been instrumental in the 
creation of General Assembly resolutions 
criticizing Israel’s military administration in 
the ‘Occupied Territories’ and promoting 
the position of the PLO and Palestinian 
Authority.

Since the early 1970s, countless General 
Assembly and Security Council resolutions 
have called for the establishment               

of a Palestinian state based on the ‘pre-1967 
borders’, also known as the Green Line. 
The Green Line is in fact only a cease-fire 
line established at the conclusion of the 
1947-9 war of independence - not 
recognised borders. Most recently, on 29 
November 2012, the General Assembly 
adopted a resolution granting ‘Palestine’ 
official non-member observer status in the 
UN institutions. This does not amount to 
full recognition of statehood, but comes 
very close. In addition, in 2011 the PLO 
submitted an application to the Security 
Council for admission of ‘Palestine’ to the 
UN; as at the time of writing, no decision 
has yet been made in relation to that 
application (pending the outcome of the 
current Israeli-Palestinian negotiations).

It is important to appreciate that the 
Green Line runs through the heart of 
Jerusalem - cutting off the Old City and 
surrounding neighbourhoods from the 
Western parts of the city. Further, the so-
called West Bank covers what is the 
Biblical and historical heartland of the 
Jewish people. Adopting the Green Line as 
a border would mean separating the Jewish 
people from cities and towns with which - 
with the exception of the 19 years of 
Jordanian occupation between 1948 and 
1967, during which all Jews were expelled, 
and Jewish holy sites were destroyed - they 
have had a close and intimate connection 
for millennia.

These UN resolutions claim that Israeli 
settlements outside the Green Line are 
‘illegal’ and that an Arab state is ‘required’ 
by international law. It is not at all clear that 
this is the case. In fact, it is strongly 
arguable that international law does not 
require the creation of a Palestinian state. 
The status of the territories outside the 
Green Line is disputed, and the legality of 
the settlements is a matter of debate. 
International law definitely does not require  
the enforcement of the pre-1967 lines as 
borders.

Israel and the UN
By Andrew Tucker. Excerpt from Israel, the Nations and the Valley of Decision

Some of the common comments from 
the New Zealand participants were: 

“It has been life changing,” 

“What a blessing,” “More than we 

ever expected,” “A wonderful 

privilege,” “To walk where Jesus 

walked,” “The Bible means so 

much more,” “We feel we have 

grown closer to our Lord.”
At the end of the Global Prayer 

Conference (GPC) a number of ‘Christians 

for Israel Tours’ took place. They included 

three Educational Study Tours and one 

special Tour. 
Educational Study Tours are not new for 

Christians for Israel International as they 

have been arranging tours for almost all of 

their thirty five years of existence. Keshet, 

the Israeli based Tour Operator, is 

responsible for most arrangements together 

with National Groups.  
Christians for Israel Study Tours are 

highly praised. More and more exciting 

new Biblical sites are being added, together 

with the traditional, but wonderful sites, 

especially in the Old City of Jerusalem and 

its environs.
The Three Study Tours, held between 

the 13th and 24th May were very 

successful. They comprised a New Zealand 

party of thirty two, a GPC group of forty 

and a combined German, Austrian and 

Swiss group of forty six.
Another Tour, however took place at the 

same time which had a different objective. 

This was the European Coalition for Israel 

(ECI) inaugural tour. ECI has an emphasis 

on using International Law and political 

contacts to inform countries about the real 

issues in Israel so they undertook a short 

eight day visit.  
Christians for Israel International 

Executive Director Andrew Tucker, who 

co-led the tour together with Perrine 

Dufoix, said every contact and visit was 

most beneficial. There was no substitute for 

having ‘face to face’ dialogue.  He also said 

the tour helped others to better understand 

more of the objectives of ECI.
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Return from the Eastern Ukraine
Early April 20, we departed on a twelve 

hour trip along poor roads, to the eastern 
city of Zaporozhe, where nintey Jewish 
refugees reside after fleeing the fighting in 
Donetsk and Lugansk. After our previous 
visit and many discussions with Jewish 
organisations - in which we shared our 
vision about Aliyah - many of these people 
had, or will have, an interview at the 
consulate in Dnepropetrovsk, to assess the 
specific requirements for them to make 
Aliyah to Israel. Transport will be hired for 
a number of these journeys.

We believe that there are many benefits 
when people in a similar situation travel 
together: things are organised for them, they 
are able to communicate with each other, 
are less anxious and they remain informed. 
The first group left on April 21 and all went 
well. Everybody now knows what to do. We 
received very positive responses about our 
services, the trip that we paid for and the 
simple lunch. They will share this with 
family and friends who remain in Donetsk 
and Lugansk or have fled to the central or 
the western part of the country. 

On Wednesday, April 22, we purchased 
and packed food parcels, for a total of 110 
Jews, which were distributed after a rather 
emotional meeting. At long last there was 
somebody who listened to them! We spoke 
to them about Aliyah. It was also helpful 
that the Jewish Agency’s representative for 
Zaporozhe, was able to give detailed 
information. Then there was time for 
questions, and quite a few people made use 
of this opportunity.

The Jewish refugees, in fact, came to 
Zaporozhe in order to return to their homes. 
But the tense situation and irregular 
fighting, caused many to consider their 
future – especially parents with small 
children. Should they return home, survive 

as refugees or start a new life in Israel? 
This, undoubtedly, is a very difficult 
decision, especially for older people. We are 
certain that many of these Jewish refugees 
will begin their Aliyah process. 

That evening we drove to another 
shelter in a small town close to 
Dnepropetrovsk, where we spent the night. 
There we spoke to the people who will be 
leaving for Israel shortly. The Jewish 
refugees are thankful that, due to the 
support of Christian Aliyah organisations in 
the Ukraine, their lodging and 
accompaniment is paid for until the moment 
that they leave for Israel. Many trips to the 
embassy and airport in Kiev are planned for 
the coming weeks. 

In the meantime, some Jewish refugees 
from the East have arrived in our ‘hiding 
place’ close to Kiev. Amongst them is a 
couple in their seventies who will be 
leaving permanently in the near future.

Please support Aliyah for Jewish 
refugees from East Ukraine to 
Israel, any amount is welcome.

Christians for Israel has set up a special 
fund to help Jewish people to prepare 
themselves to make Aliyah (emigrate to 
Israel). With your donation we can:

Ÿ Provide Transportation: More and 

more people want to prepare their 
documents in order to be ready to make 
Aliyah. Because of the long distances that 
people have to travel to reach the Embassy 
to organise their documents, Christians for 
Israel facilitate the transportation by renting 
busses. Once their travel documents are in 
order, we then drive them to the airport for 
their one way flight to Israel. The average 
cost for one person is US $150.

Ÿ Provide Accommodation: Refugees 

stay between two to six weeks in different 

'shelters' all over the Ukraine. Christian 
Aliyah organisations pay for their 
accommodation until the moment they 
make Aliyah. The average cost to 
accommodate one refugee US $325.

Ÿ Pay for Travel Documents: There are 

many poor families and elderly people who 
don’t have the money to pay for their 
paperwork and passport to be issued. They 
need these official documents in order to 
receive their visa for Israel, so Christians 
for Israel pay the costs for them. The 
average cost per person is US $225.

Ÿ Food Parcels: We pack and distribute 

thousands of food parcels for poor Jewish 
families and refugees all over the Ukraine. 
One food parcel costs US $12. 

Ÿ Train More 'Fishermen': We would 

like to train more people to visit Jews in 
remote places, and help them if necessary.

Ÿ Organise Aliyah Seminars:  We plan 

to have nineteen one-day seminars together 
with the Jewish Agency. These seminars are 
always very effective, and people can get all 

the information they need about making 
Aliyah. The first seminar will take place in 
April and the last one in October. 
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