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Yom Ha’atzmaut...
Israelis mob national parks, beaches
for 68th Independence Day
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Throngs of Israelis crowded national parks, beaches
and IDF bases opened to the public across the
country to celebrate Israel’s 68th Independence
Day. The day’s festivities were marked with the
traditional barbecues, flybys by the Israeli Air
Force, parties and other forms of celebrations.
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Some Things Never Change
By Andrew Tucker, International Editor & Executive Director, Christians for Israel International
residence to the “Ghetto Nuova”, a small,
dirty island. The Venice ghetto thus became
the first Jewish ghetto in Europe, and one of
the first places where people were forcibly
segregated because of religious difference. In
fact, the term “ghetto” probably originated
here; the area had itself been used as a
foundry (“geto” in Venetian dialect).

Together with my colleague Marie-Louise
Weissenbock, I recently had the privilege to
visit the old Jewish ghetto in Venice at the
invitation of our colleagues from Christiani
per Israele in Italy. This year marks the
500th anniversary of the establishment of
the ghetto. The purpose of our visit was to
meet with the leaders of the Venetian Jewish
community, and to express our solidarity
with the Jews of Europe.
In many ways, the history of the Jewish
ghetto and the small Jewish community in
Venice (only 450 today) is representative of
the tumultuous and tragic history of the
Jewish people in diaspora in Europe over
two millennia. Moving from place to place in
the face of persecution and restrictions
imposed by Europe’s leaders to limit their
freedom, the Jews of Europe have
continually had to negotiate their way
between the temptations of assimilation on
the one hand, and the deep-grounded desire
to retain their Jewish identity on the other.
Jews first settled in Venice in the 13th
century, but from the beginning were the
subject of special laws and restrictions. From
1394, Jews in the city were forced to wear
yellow badges, which later changed to yellow
and even later red hats. Sephardic Jews
flooded into the city after their expulsions
under the Inquisition from Spain in 1492
and Portugal in 1496 (many of them forced
converts to Christianity - “marranos” - who
became “Jewish” again after moving to the
ghetto). In 1516 the doges (Venice’s ruling
council) debated whether Jews should be
allowed to remain in the city. On March 29
of that year – 500 years ago - they decided to
allow them to stay, but to restrict their

In the succeeding centuries, the Venice
ghetto became home to Jews fleeing
persecution in Germany and southern Italy,
as well as increasing numbers of Sephardic
Jews from the Levant, Spain and Portugal.
These different Jewish communities lived
side-by-side in the ghetto, each with its own
synagogue. Following the plague that cost
the lives of 450 Jews in 1630, the Jewish
community opened new prayer and study
halls, and in the succeeding centuries Venice
became home to successful Jewish
businessmen and a major European for
Jewish center for knowledge and learning.
The Venice ghetto was abolished when
Napoleon conquered the city, dissolved the
Venetian republic, and removed the
separation of the ghetto from the rest of the
city. But the Jews in the city were far from
safe. About 1,200 Jews were living in Venice
when German troops occupied the city in
1943. Between November 9, 1943 and August
17, 1944, 205 Jews - including Chief Rabbi
Adolfo Ottolenghi - were deported to
Auschwitz and extermination camps in
Trieste. Only eight survived.
Today, the Venice ghetto has been restored,
and it is an oasis of tranquility in a busy city.
In the courtyard of a beautiful villa in the
ghetto, we spoke at length with Rabbi
Scialon Bahbout, the current Chief Rabbi of
Venice. Rabbi Bahbout is himself a child of
his people’s troubled history – his
grandfather was born in Morocco, his father
in Jerusalem and he himself in Libya. Rabbi
Bahbout was professor of medical physics in
Rome, until he recently became chief Rabbi
of Venice after his retirement. He told us
about the unique character of his
community, drawn from many parts of the
world.

To this day, only two bridges connect the ghetto to the rest of Venice

We asked Rabbi Bahbout if he had any
advice for Christians today. His answer
reflected a sentiment we often hear from
our Jewish friends in Europe: “It is time for
Christians in Europe to regain pride in their
own faith. Europe is undergoing a crisis of
identity. Most Christians have lost an
understanding of who they are, where they
have come from and where they are going. It
is symptomatic that many Christians are
converting to Islam in Europe. That is a
tragedy.”
He continued: “In my view, the rise of Islam
in our generation is a real existential threat
to both Jews and Christians. Judaism and
Christianity need each other if we are to
survive. We share a common faith in the one
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, common
values, common belief in God’s faithfulness,
and a common expectation of the coming
Messiah”.
As I listened to the Rabbi, I was reminded of
a meeting I attended in May this year in
Brussels with officials of the EU’s foreign
ministry, the European External Action
Service (EEAS). The atmosphere of both
meetings could not have been more
different. The ghetto of Venice is today a
place of peaceful serenity, where Jews are
free to come and go, and to express their

identity. The Rabbi’s words were full of
wisdom. Europe, on the other hand, has
become a place where it is dangerous to be a
Jew. The words of the EEAS representatives
suggested that Europe’s leaders refuse to
learn from history, stating emphatically that
it is Europe’s prerogative to restrict the right
of Jews to live in Jerusalem and the West
Bank (Judea and Samaria).
It struck me that Europe’s attitude towards
the State of Israel today is no different from
its troubled, schizophrenic relationship with
the Jewish people in its midst over the
centuries. Just as the doges of Venice courted
the skills of the Jewish people, Europe today
publicly affirms friendship with Israel and
promotes economic relations.
But at the same time, like the doges, it
restricts their freedom, placing increasing
pressure on the Jewish State of Israel to give in
to the demands of its neighbors who deny the
existence of the Jewish people, oppose their
right to live in the land of their forefathers,
and threaten the annihilation of the State of
Israel as the expression of the right of the
Jewish people to self-determination.
Europe’s leaders should know better. It is
time to allow the Jews to determine their
own destiny.

Napoleon and the End of the Venetian Republic
By Edda Fogarollo, Chairperson Christians for Israel Italy
The end of the Serenissima Republic arrived
through an emperor, Napoleon Bonaparte,
whom the Venetians had trusted. He had
brought a wind of liberty in all the Italian
states. But the great promises were followed by
a robbery of the great art works, which were
taken from the museums of Venice and
transported to France. Napoleon betrayed
Venice ceding the Venetian Republic, together
with Istria and Dalmazia, to the Archduke of
Austria (Treaty of Campormido, 17 October
1797). This is how the Republic ended.
In the midst of all this devastation, the only act
of justice and freedom was done to the Jews.
The doors of the ghetto were demolished and
the Jews were free to move and reside
wherever they wanted without any control or
restrictions.

From 1516 till 1797 the Ghetto saw men and
women of different origin living together,
facing the challenges of life, sharing their faith
and the good times and bad times alike.
During this period, many Jews sought the
protection of this island, while in the other
parts of Italy and Europe, expulsions or even
burnings and death were customary.
Venice has given origin to a new epoch and to
a new word: Ghetto. After Venice, many other
Italian and foreign cities also built ghettos. In
1555, by the will of Pope Paul IV Caraffa, a
second ghetto was built in Rome. The Roman
Jews saw the opening of the ghetto and
witnessed their emancipation only in 1870
when the Church State was dissolved and
Rome became the capital city of the State of
Italy.
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To the Core

By Yosef Livne, Ambassador of Israel to New Zealand
murky waters of lies and dive into the
clear water of historical facts. Let us go to
the core.

His Excellency, Yosef Livne and wife Norma

The time span between the date of the
Independence of Israel and the date that marks
the end of the six-day war has always been used
by our adversaries and enemies to launch
propaganda campaigns based on half-truths and
outright distortions with the sole purpose of
besmirching the State of Israel. Time and again
we are exposed to the Nakba, the story of the
Palestinian disgrace brought about by the
creation of the State of Israel. At the same time
the never-ending claim that Israel does not really
want peace. Well maybe it is time to leave the

May 14 was a day in which two states
were to have been created - the State of
Israel and the Palestinian state. As history
teaches us, the rejection of co-existence
and the ensuing attempt to nullify the
partition by invasion of the country in
the hope of destroying the Jewish State,
have brought about a different result. The
attempt to strangle Israel not only failed,
it was and indeed to this day is the main
culprit for the situation of the Palestinian
people. The hundreds of thousands who
left the country did so abiding the calls of their
own leaders promising them the spoils of
victory- once the Jewish state was vanquished.
Only it did not happen and those who left have
been kept as refugees since then. At the same
time, almost a million Jews who had lived in
different Middle Eastern countries were forced
away from their homes and livelihood and
landed in Israel, a country still recuperating from
the horrors of war. Yet, all of them were granted
citizenship and throughout the years have
integrated into the society.

>> Today, 68 years following
the failed attempt to carry out
genocide of the Jewish people,
the world is witnessing a new
attempt to rewrite history.

Jordan’s King Abdullah II has appointed
veteran politician Hani Mulki as the new
prime minister responsible for forming an
interim government with parliamentary
elections slated to take place in the next four
months, while ordering the resignation of
Prime Minister Abdullah Ensour’s
government, as its four-year term came to an
end recently.

There are only two options left: First continues
along the same infertile and barren road that
brought misery to so many. The second is the
road for hope.
The road for a positive change calls for shedding
past verbiage in favor of building trust and
confidence. Only direct conversations, without
pre-conditions and divorced from venomous
undertones can provide a chance for a better
future.

The new prime minister-designate Mulki, 65,
was the head of the Aqaba economic zone
before he was chosen by King Abdullah. He
previously chaired the Jordanian government
committee that negotiated with Israel from
1994-96.
Husam Abdallat, a former senior government
aide in the Jordanian prime minister’s office,
told al-Jazeera that Mulki will most likely be
given the job of attempting to engineer new
negotiations between the Palestinians and
Israelis.

“Mulki will be working to bring Palestinians
and Israelis to the negotiation table, and work
to bring a final solution to the Palestinian
cause which would most likely be at the
expense of the Palestinian people,” he told alJazeera.

the countries and included water-sharing
agreements. The countries signed a trade
treaty in 1996, and economic ties since then
have developed and grown. Two years ago,
Israel and Jordan signed a $500 million natural
gas deal effective for 15 years.

One of the final acts of the outgoing
parliament, was the passing of the “investment
law”, which allows foreign countries, including
Israel, to invest in strategic projects in Jordan,
such as energy and infrastructure
development. The majority of
parliamentarians voted in a morning session
against the inclusion of Israel in the law, but
later in the day went on to rescind that vote.

Israel’s security and intelligence ties with
Jordan are more discreet, but have likewise
strengthened and developed, especially since
the Arab Spring uprisings in 2011 and the rise
of the Islamic State.

Fayed Tareq al-Fayed, an Amman-based analyst
on Jordanian affairs and a journalist at the
London-based Al-Quds Al-Arabi newspaper
noted that Mulki enjoys long and strong ties
with Israeli leaders, which would not only
enable him to smooth over bilateral
differences, but also bring in Israeli capital and
investment to help the faltering Jordanian
economy.

>> Complex Israel-Jordan
Relations
Israel and Jordan signed a peace treaty in 1994,
which resolved the territorial disputes between

Short News
ECI Congratulates
Ambassador Danon as
First Ever Israeli Chair of
a UN Main Committee

Yes, the truth should be told - the situation of
the Palestinian refugees cannot leave anyone
unmoved. But the finger should be pointed at
those who, driven by the desire to annihilate the
fledgling State of Israel, brought the catastrophe
upon their own people. History cannot be
rewound and facts can’t be undone.

Jordan’s New Prime Minister Will Improve
Relations with Israel Courtesy of United with Israel

Jordanian Prime Minister-designate Hani Mulki (R)
and former Israeli foreign minister Silvan Shalom
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Relations have also hit some rocky spots in
recent years however, especially over Jewish
access to the Temple Mount compound.
Jordan has repeatedly demanded that Israel
prevent religious Jews from entering the site,
which is holy to Jews and Muslims, and has
even recalled its ambassador over the issue in
the past. Moreover, the Jordanian people,
comprised mostly of Palestinians,
overwhelmingly oppose the peace treaty and
reject any form of normalisation with Israel.
The recent announcement by the speaker of
the parliament reflects this position and it
remains to be seen whether King Abdullah II
and his successors will continue to maintain
ties with Israel in the future or if they will
concede to public opinion at some point.

Who Do Bigots Blame for Police Shootings in America?
Israel, of Course! Courtesy of Gatestone Institute

The European Coalition for Israel
welcomes the election of Israeli
Permanent Representative to the United
Nations, Danny Danon, as the chair of
the United Nation’s Sixth Committee.
Danon was nominated by the Western
European and Others Group (WEOG)
which includes Western and North
American countries. In his new position
he will be responsible for legal issues and
terrorism at the 71st UN General
Assembly session 2016-2017.
“This election proves that the state of
Israel is a highly respected member of
the United Nations and that other
member states of the UN General
Assembly appreciate Israel for its active
role in the world organisation,” ECI
Founding Director Tomas Sandell said in
a statement on Tuesday.

Egyptian Foreign Minister
in Israel – Something
Positive at Last

The visit to Israel of Egyptian Foreign
Minister Sameh Hassan Shoukry during
these troubled times in the Middle East
is encouraging, the third significant step
taken by President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi
toward thawing the cold peace.
The first was returning an Egyptian
ambassador to Tel Aviv six months ago,
and the second was his speech in May, in
which he declared his desire to assist
Israel and the PA in reaching a peace
agreement.
Visits by Egyptian foreign ministers to
Israel are few and far between. In the
past, a succession of Israeli foreign
ministers and indeed Israeli heads of
state made the trip to Cairo for
consultations with their Egyptian
counterparts.
But Shoukry’s visit also speaks to the
improved security cooperation between
the two countries, especially in the field
of intelligence.

In response to the tragic deaths of Philando
Castile and Alton Sterling at the hands of
police officers in the United States recently,
the New York University chapter of Students
for Justice in Palestine (SJP) posted the
following on its Facebook page:

comrades. We must struggle for their
liberation. It is as important as our own. Alton
Sterling is as important as Ali Dawabsheh.
Palestinian liberation and black liberation go
together. We must recognise this and commit
to building for it."

societal problems. This was anti-Semitic when
some Christian communities used it to blame
Jews for plagues, poisonings, and murders;
when the Nazis used it to blame Jews for the
failing German economy; and it is still antiSemitic today.

Sisi wants to extend that cooperation to
sectors which sorely need it, such as
economy, science, hi-tech, and agriculture.

“In the past 48 hours another two black men
have been lynched by the police.... We must
remember that many US police departments
train with Israeli Defence Forces. The same
forces behind the genocide of black people in
America are behind the genocide of
Palestinians. What this means is that
Palestinians must stand with our black

Even in moments of national mourning such
as these, SJP bigots cannot help but exploit the
deaths of innocent Americans to further their
own anti-Semitic political agenda, namely to
delegitimise and demonise the nation state of
the Jewish people. By implicating Israel in
these killings, SJP is engaging in the old trope
of blaming Jews for systemic and far-reaching

Addressing racism in the United States will
take more than scapegoating Israel — it will
require the type of far-reaching legislative
action of which the current Congress seems
incapable. By morphing the discussion about
criminal justice reform and systemic racism in
the United States into a polemic against Israel,
SJP makes progress even more difficult.

However, he is proceeding cautiously in
order not to stir the anger of the old
elites of his country – essentially the
Islamic establishment on one hand, and
the nationalist circles still faithful to
Nasserist pan-Arab ideology – who after
37 years of peace have not forgotten their
hatred of the Jewish State.
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The ‘Global Prayer Call’ Dynamic Continues
By Harald Eckert, GPC Founder

>> GPC Conference and Tour SAVE THE DATE

conference connected to it - is not a very
special opportunity for you.

The Global Prayer Call offers a unique "Tour
after the Conference"! Many testimonies of
participants of the post-conference tours in
2015 confirm that the anointing of the
conference provided a unique ‘mantel’ of unity,
intercessory spirit and sensitivity for
information and revelation.

On top of that you will be able to book an
extended tour after the GPC-Tour. For those
who are visiting Jerusalem for the first time or
those who simply would like to experience
Israel’s most significant places this offers a
special chance to make the most of your stay.
Further details and price information will
follow shortly.

Out of this experience we once again want to
invite you to join the multi-national, multilanguage GPC information and intercessory
tour. We will receive pivotal information on
Israel from a geo-political and security point of
view as well as from a biblical and prophetic
point of view. We will drive to some of the ‘Hot
Spots’ of modern Israel: Within Jerusalem, as
well as to the northern and/or southern border
and also within Judea and Samaria. We will
meet with some of the leading experts on some
of the issues in question and be led by
experienced GPC intercessory leaders.
At the same time this tour will provide a
unique opportunity to grow together as GPC
leadership, network and family. Together we
will grow deeper into our understanding of
Israel, especially as it relates to the nations and
to our prayer mandate. Please consider
prayerfully if this tour - 50 years after the reunification of Jerusalem and our prayer

Where revival and prayer prevail (like in
Uganda after Idi Amin), amazing developments
in many different areas of society take place.
Including an increasingly blessed relationship
to Israel with a strong involvement of leaders
in both the church and the government.
Where this dimension is absent, radical Islam
marches ahead and gains ground - as is the
case in some of Unganda's neighboring
countries.

the church and
in society and/or
government –
share the
insights they gain from the Lord out of such
experiences, they can become extraordinary
sources of support, encouragement, leadership
and inspiration for Israel as well as for the
praying church worldwide. It is my hope and
my trust that the same is true for the “Global
Prayer Call”. Therefore I am grateful for the
fact that the first GPC conference after 2014/15
was held in Africa.

>> Report on GPC Conference
in Kampala, Uganda

Dear brothers and sisters, dear friends! I am
very happy to be able to share with you my
report on the GPC conference held recently in
Kampala, Uganda.
As I have traveled the world over the past three
years, I have developed a special connection
with Africa. There are two reasons for that:
First: In my perception, this is the continent on
which we see the conflict between revivalChristianity and radical Islam most clearly.

From this perspective, we see a clear contrast
in Africa which is less obvious - although just
as true - in many other parts of the world.
There is either growth in “Kingdom
Christianity” in a spirit of prayer and revival
and with a deep and healthy relationship to
Israel – or the forces of radical secularism
and/or radical Islam rise up to become the
dominant force in a nation or a society. This
gives the (prayer) battle for Africa a global
significance - and a global message.
Second: As African Christian leaders – both in

A unique conference took place from 18-20
May 2016, in Kampala Uganda. Co-hosted by
Drake Kanaabo Evangelistic Ministries
(Uganda) and The Global Prayer Call
(Germany), this conference for Evangelists and
Intercessors had one common goal: To
increase Uganda's awareness and
understanding of some of the ways that God is
currently blessing this nation.
God has blessed Uganda with the freedom to
proclaim and promote the Gospel of the
Kingdom of Heaven and He has blessed the
nation with the revelation of the importance of
its strong and on-going friendship with the
people and the Land of Israel.

After 49 Years, Israel Renews Diplomatic Ties with Guinea
By Raphael Ahren, Diplomatic Correspondent at The Times of Israel
hopeful that soon this number will not exist
anymore,” Gold said. “Israel is calling on the
countries that still haven’t renewed diplomatic
relations to follow in Guinea’s footsteps so that
we can work together to the benefit of all
peoples in the region.”

Foreign Ministry Director-General Dore Gold (2nd from
right) signs a deal to restore diplomatic ties with
Guinea in Paris, France

After almost five decades, Israel recently
renewed diplomatic relations with the
Republic of Guinea, a small, overwhelmingly
Muslim country in West Africa that cut ties
with the Jewish state in 1967.
Foreign Ministry Director-General Dore Gold
signed an agreement with Ibrahim Khalil Kaba,
President Alpha Condé’s chief of staff, in Paris.
“This is an important closing of a circle,” Gold
said, noting that it has been nearly 50 years
since the government in Conakry cut ties with
Israel.
“The number of countries on the African
continent that still haven’t (re-established ties
with Israel) is steadily decreasing, and we’re

Israel currently does not have official relations
with several sub-Saharan African countries,
including Niger, Chad, Mali Somalia, Djibouti
and others. Israel is expected to announce the
renewing of diplomatic ties with another
Muslim African nation shortly.

The Republic of Guinea — not to be confused
with tiny Guinea-Bissau, which is also in West
Africa, and Equatorial Guinea, in Central
Africa — has some 10.5 million inhabitants, 85
percent of whom are Muslim.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has
declared the establishment of diplomatic ties
with all African nations a strategic goal for its
government, and visited sub-Saharan Africa
recently.

Gold said that bilateral ties with Guinea had
existed even when they were not formal ones,
and emphasised Israel’s contribution in the
fight against the Ebola virus, which had
affected the West African nation. “Friends in
need are friends indeed,” Gold said.

Earlier this month, The Times of Israel
reported that Netanyahu recently met with the
president of Somalia, Hassan Shekh
Mohamud, in the first high-level contact
between the two countries. Somalia, a mostly
Sunni Muslim country and a member of the
Arab League, has never recognised the State of
Israel.

Paul Hirschson, Israel’s Senegal-based
ambassador to several Western African
nations, will also become envoy to Guinea.
The Foreign Ministry also nominated former
Israeli envoy to Senegal Eliahu Ben-Tura as
ambassador to Ivory Coast, Gadi Harpaz as
ambassador to Eritrea and Oren Rozenblat as
ambassador to Angola.

During joint press conference in July with
Ethiopian Prime Minister Hailemariam
Desalegn at the National Palace in Addis
Ababa, Netanyahu said he was delighted that
“the cooperation that we have with so many
other African countries is congealing and
consolidating for a recognition that all African
countries, all of them without exception, can

benefit from a renewed cooperation with
Israel.”
Addressing the Ethiopian parliament later, the
prime minister said he was “proud to
announce that Israel is coming back to Africa
in a big way… I want to see every African
country represented with an embassy in
Israel.”
During his historic trip to Uganda, Kenya,
Rwanda and Ethiopia - the first prime
ministerial visit to sub-Saharan Africa in three
decades - Netanyahu announced the intention
of Tanzania to open its first-ever embassy in
Tel Aviv. He also said the leaders of his host
countries vowed publicly to push for Israel to
regain observer status at the African Union.
“Both during this visit and afterwards, we are
receiving calls from other countries, some of
which we do not have relations with, that they
want to enhance relations,” Netanyahu said at
a recent weekly cabinet meeting. “That is to
say, there is a certain process here that is
advancing toward the enhancement and
normalisation of our ties with African
countries.”

Celebrating 500 Years of Jewish History in a Venetian Palace
By Joe Freeman, Tablet Reporter
The recently opened exhibition ‘Venice, the
Jews and Europe 1516-2016,’ is part of dozens of
events to commemorate the 500th anniversary
of the city’s Jewish Ghetto.

A section of Venice's former Jewish Ghetto

After climbing the famed golden staircase at
Venice’s Palazzo Ducale, I came upon the
princely apartment of the bygone Doge (chief
magistrate) and was greeted by a rumbling,
clanking sound from within. The noise was
the audio component of a dome-shaped

installation that glowed a fiery orange. The
piece, which greets visitors upon entering an
ambitious new exhibition called “Venice, the
Jews and Europe 1516-2016,” hosted in the very
apartment, was meant to evoke a foundry,
where metals are poured and cast.

On March 29, 1516, the Venetian Senate
ordered the Jews of Venice to move to the site
of an old foundry to prevent them from
“roaming about at night.” In the Venetian
Italian of the time, “foundry” meant “geto,”
initially pronounced with a soft “g.”

The exhibition, which opened June 19, 2016 is
described by organisers as “the highlight” of
dozens of events commemorating the 500th
anniversary of Venice’s Jewish Ghetto.

And so, if the etymology is indeed correct some aren’t so sure - the world’s first Jewish
ghetto was born.
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EU Catastrophe Heralds Jesus Coming Short News
By David Howard Sudlow
solutions a true political
union will bring.

Britons voice ‘regret’ over voting for Brexit

The prophetic catastrophe unfolding in the EU
along with the geopolitical events worldwide;
especially the looming prophetic climax with
Israel, all point to the imminent coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. We who love His appearing
are called to live in that purifying Hope and
prayerfully wait for the LORD to fulfill His
Word before we can fully interpret it. Yet, the
sure Word of prophecy for the ultimate end of
the Church age is clear. The mature fulfilment
of Christ’s Words telling of the signs of His
return all point to His very near coming.
The anti-Christ spirit has matured over the
Christian nations to the point that they are
now ready to democratically elect the
prophesied great Antichrist. The cry of the
masses is ‘peace, peace’ at any cost due to the
many fears of the things coming on the earth.
This has been the motivating force behind the
United Nations and it is also true of the
European Union as they see their One Europe
new age dream threatened by Great Britain
leaving their club. Europe and the United
Kingdom were in chaos already and now
Brexit has opened wide the door for serious
discontent which is setting the stage for the
Antichrist.
My forefathers taught me that no matter what
Europe looks like today it can and will change
overnight into the needed form required to be
led by the greatest imposter of Christ. The
coming to power of the counterfeit savior only
waits for the beginning of the return of our
Lord Jesus Christ. “For the mystery of iniquity
doth already work: only he who now letteth
will let, until he be taken out of the way” (2
Thess. 2: 6-8).
The prophetic Words of Jesus and His Apostles
are being fulfilled with an unprecedented and
exponential speed right before our eyes. The
UK vote on June 23rd is a bombshell of
profound implications for Europe and the
world. It all points to a major step in the
prophetic fulfillment of the ten nation
confederacy and the Great Tribulation spoken
of by Daniel and the Apostle John. It is already
bringing about a quick response by the
antichrist movement within the capitols of
Europe for a quick solution and major change
to the makeup of the EU.
As long as the UK was in the EU she could veto
any attempt of a further political step toward a
United States of Europe. Now with her
removal how fast will the goal of EU leaders be
realized? France and Germany are trying to
lead and are making plans for a new political
union including greater military cooperation
which London has long resisted. With the
British vote to leave, they are now forced to do
something drastic to stop any further exit by
member states. Those who follow their lead
are convinced of the need of a super state to
supersede the current EU and provide the

As with our common
enemy those who follow
the father of lies can see
their time to act is short. In
response to Brexit, the
billionaire George Soros
says that proponents of
European integration
"must not give up.
Admittedly, the EU is a
flawed construction."
However, he added, "all of
us who believe in the values
and principles that the EU
was designed to uphold
must band together to save
it by thoroughly reconstructing it.” French
Prime Minister Manuel Valls said it was time
to reinvent Europe or risk the bloc's
fragmentation and that the vote revealed a
malaise within Europe that had been ignored
for too long… "It's an explosive shock. At stake
is the break up pure and simple of the union.
Now is the time to invent another Europe."

>> The Lord is About to Blow
His Shofars
The antichristian advocates of the EU have no
place for the Christian who believes the Gospel
of the Kingdom. Jesus asked the question “…
when the Son of man comes shall He find faith
on the earth?” (Luke 18:8). What will tomorrow
bring and are we really expecting Jesus to
return as He so clearly promised?
In spite of the gathering powers of our
common enemy within the Church and the
governments of Christendom, we know the
sure promise of Jesus that the gates of hell
shall not succeed against His Church. The
apostasy and strength of the will of the people
against the Lord Jesus Christ is the greatest
sign that He is about to roar out of Zion with
His ‘Thus says the Lord’. For… “So shall they
fear the name of the LORD from the west, and
His Glory from the rising of the sun. When the
enemy comes in like a flood, the Spirit of the
LORD shall lift up a standard against him”
(Isaiah 59:19).

>> Jesus Will Return
Today’s Bible scoffers are oblivious to the
spiritual eruption about to burst on the
apostate Christian nations. They believe the
increasing world-wide unrest and turmoil are
only the birth pangs of their New Age World
order. The truth is, they are a foretaste of the
great Tribulation and the birth pangs of the
Church of the ‘latter rain’ and the Kingdom of
Christ (Joel 2:23). In spite of the exponential
increase of prophetic signs, many Christians
join the apostate scoffers saying, “Where is the
promise of His Coming?” (2 Peter 3:4)
The Kingdom of God is very near! “Therefore
be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye
think not the Son of man cometh” (Matt.
25:44). The first steps of the Second Coming of
Jesus will bring the greatest revival ever.
Resurrection life will take place among some
of the dead and the living who love the
appearing of Jesus. Those who first see Jesus
will be the ones who have lived and are living
daily in the Blessed and purifying Hope (1
Thess. 4:16, 2 Tim. 4:8, 1 John 3: 2, 3). It will birth
the greatest movement of repentance and
harvest of souls. The Harvest is great and the
time for a new sending of laborers is at hand.
The promised witnesses will roar out of Zion
which means Christ’s prophetic Shofars will

shout their ‘Thus says the LORD’. They will
announce the coming redemption and
deliverance through judgment – calling the
Church to repentance and to righteousness.
The Lord Jesus Christ will speak in love and
warning to Christendom as the terrible
counterfeit Christ, the Antichrist comes to
power and the horrible judgments of the Great
Tribulation commence.

>> If the Foundations be
destroyed, what can the
Righteous Do? Psalm 11:3
The warnings are clear for those who cry and
sigh as intercessors and watchmen on the
walls. God the Holy Spirit speaks to those with
ears to hear, ‘If My People’ will humble
ourselves in repentance and pray (2 Chron.
7:14). God’s mercy always outweighs His
righteous judgements. Psalm 85:4 says, “Turn
us, O God of our salvation, and cause Thine
anger toward us to cease.” If My people –
repentance is the key to being prepared and
found by the Lord Jesus Christ among those
who love His appearing. It is also the
preparation for the great revival and harvest of
souls that will be the result of the first steps of
His return.
If we have ears to hear what the Spirit is
saying, we will be those who prepare today by
fervent personal and corporate repentance for
our sins and the back-sliding condition of the
One Church. The Kingdom of God is near.
“Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an
hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh”
(Matt. 25:44). Amen. Even so, come Lord Jesus,
come quickly.

>> Summary for Prayer
1. Brexit is a major step closer to the appearing
of the Lord Jesus Christ to those who love His
appearing. It heralds the very soon beginning
of the great revival at the end of the Christian
age. Pray for the coming of the Lord Jesus
Christ and that we and our families will be
ready to see Him.
2. In the near future, the UK, the EU, the USA
and all nations are facing unprecedented
political and economic challenges. Pray for the
believing Church to humble ourselves in true
repentance for our departure from Christ and
for the voice of the Lord to be heard in the
capitols of all Christian nations.
3. Brexit is the start of the catastrophic collapse
of the current European Union and the soon
establishment of a full political union of a
‘United States of Europe’. The conditions and
stage are set for the early arrival of the Great
Antichrist. Pray for spiritual awakening in the
Church regarding the signs of the times and
the fulfillment of prophecy.
4. The Lord is faithful and is preparing His
ambassadors for a great witness against the
flood of the antichrist movement. Pray for the
Lord of the harvest to raise-up laborers and
complete all His last day ministries.
David Sudlow is married for 28 years to Nita
van Gijzen of the Netherlands and lives in
the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia where
they have been raising their ten children. His
formative years were lived in Philadelphia
where he worked as a carpenter for his tent
making. In 1995 he led the formation of
Christians for Israel in the USA and Canada
and served as Director and Editor. He has
worked with a number of ministries as a
layman and traveled in 25 countries. David
and his family worship at Holy Trinity REC
in the Washington, DC suburb of Fairfax.

Do Houses Matter More
Than Jews?
In the wake of the report of the Middle
East Quartet, which called on Israel to
cease settlement construction and
expansion, the US State Department
recently issued an unusually harsh
statement against Israel. In it, the
Obama Administration accused Israel of
“systematically seizing Palestinian land,”
with State Department spokesman John
Kirby claiming that “settlement
expansions and legalisation of outposts
is fundamentally undermining the
prospects for a two-state solution.” The
timing of the United States’
condemnation of Israel could not
possibly be more bizarre. After two
recent heinous terrorist attacks, in
which a 13-year-old girl (who,
incidentally, held dual Israeli-US
citizenship) was stabbed to death in her
sleep and a father of ten was murdered,
the US chose to focus its outrage on the
building of Jewish houses, not the
murder of Jewish children and fathers.
As hard as this may be to fathom for the
US, the EU and the UN, Jewish houses
do not block the much fabled,
nonexistent peace process; the
Palestinian Authority’s official policies
of encouraging, inciting, rewarding and
publicly celebrating lethal terrorism
against Israelis of all ages does. This
terrorism is the proverbial elephant in
the room, which the US, the EU and the
UN all choose to ignore in what can only
be seen as the most irresponsible choice
of policy toward the Jews since the Allies
refused to bomb the tracks to
Auschwitz.

Israel-US Ties are Going
to Get Stronger

(10 July 2016) Abridged speech from Ron
Dermer, Israel's Ambassador to the United
States.
Ladies and Gentlemen, Tonight, I would
like to talk to you about the alliance
between Israel and America – an alliance
that is without question the single most
important relationship Israel has in the
world. It is the most important
relationship but certainly not the only
one. Today, Israel has relations with over
160 countries. Despite the effort by
some to paint Israel as facing
unprecedented international isolation, it
is perhaps more accurate to say that by
most metrics Israel is less isolated today
than at any time in its history. The
Prime Minister is wrapping up an
historic five-day visit to Africa. His visit
is part of the broader effort he has led
over the past seven years to expand
Israel’s relations with countries across
the world. That effort, which has gone
largely unnoticed, has resulted in
significant improvements in ties with
powerful countries like China, India,
Japan and Russia, as well as dozens of
smaller countries in Africa, Asia, Latin
America, and Eastern Europe who see
Israel as a great partner for developing
their own countries.
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New Biblical Theology
By Rev. Willem J. J. Glashouwer, President Christians for Israel International
In 1948 ‘Replacement
Theology’ and its
variation ’Fulfilment
Theology’ suddenly
collapsed because of
the establishment of
the State of Israel.
After a process of
more than a 100
years of ‘Zionism’- which is not a political
movement but a stirring of the Jewish hearts
by the God of Israel for His people to return to
Zion, a deep longing in the hearts of the Jewish
people to go back to the Promised Land, to
Jerusalem – many prophecies of the Bible were
visibly being fulfilled. So apparently the
Church had not replaced Israel. Almighty God
apparently was still faithful to all the
Covenants and Promises He made with Israel.
Now this came as a shock for Christianity at
large. Was God involved in this? But how? And
what would be next on God’s agenda?

through the Holy Spirit. Thus alone is the
Church renewed” (8.01). It submits itself
explicitly and radically to Holy Scripture as
God’s gracious Word.
“Try the spirits whether they are of God! Prove
also whether the words of the Confessional
Synod of the German Evangelical Church
agree with Holy Scripture and with the
Confessions of the Fathers. If you find that we
are speaking contrary to Scripture, then do not
listen to us! But if you find that we are taking
our stand upon Scripture, then let no fear or
temptation keep you from treading with us the
path of faith and obedience to the Word of
God, in order that God’s people be of one mind
upon earth and that we in faith experience
what He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave
you, nor forsake you’. “Therefore, ‘Fear not,
little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure
to give you the Kingdom” (8.04).

>> Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Suddenly what the Church needed - and still
needs today - is a new theology, a new selfunderstanding, perhaps a kind of ‘Jerusalem
Credo’, a ‘Declaration of Faith’, a new
‘Confession of Faith’, or a ‘Statement of Faith’,
or whatever one likes to call such a shift in
theological perspective. This new line of
theological thinking should contain a new selfunderstanding of the Church in the light of
God’s everlasting Covenants and Promises to
Israel concerning the Promised Land,
Jerusalem, and the Biblical concept of the
Kingdom. It is indeed very much on my heart
to urge the Church at large to come a new
kind of ‘Theological Declaration of Barmen’,
related to our framework of time with regard
to Israel. Perhaps it could be something like
the ‘Fundamentals of Chicago’, or ‘Het
Getuigenis’ in Holland, that was formulated in
1971 to go against all kinds of Higher Biblecriticism and new theologies that conquered
the Church after WWII and led to the rapid
increase of secularization of the Church.
‘Barmen’ in the thirties of last century in
Europe and Nazi-Germany took its position
against all ideologies of those days firmly upon
the Word of God.

In those days, ‘testing the spirits’ meant
dealing with Nazism. People like Dietrich
Bonhoeffer stood up for the Jewish
community, although it ultimately cost him
his life. Bonhoeffer (4 February 1906 - 9 April
1945) was a German Lutheran pastor,
theologian, anti-Nazi dissident, and founding
member of the Confessing Church. His
writings on Christianity’s role in the secular
world have become widely influential, and his
book The Cost of Discipleship is a modern
classic. Apart from his theological writings,

important is to find some parameters for the
framework of a new Christian Biblical
Theology, since the establishment of the State
of Israel in 1948 basically shattered
‘Replacement Theology’ and many other
concepts of Christian theology and Christian
philosophy.

moment that Jerusalem will be the praise in all
the earth. Then the nations will go up to the
mountain of the Lord, for Torah will go out
from Zion, the Word of the Lord from
Jerusalem. Finally peace and righteousness will
cover the earth, and the nations shall train for
war no more.

When we invited a small group of people to
come to Jerusalem for such a Jerusalem
Consultation, I wrote in 2013: “We are aiming
for a consultation in Jerusalem to start a
process of counterattacking Palestinian
Liberation Theology, but even more so to find
some parameters for the framework of a new
Christian Biblical Theology, since the
establishment of the State of Israel in 1948
basically shattered Replacement Theology and
many other concepts. In this new selfunderstanding of the Church, Israel,
Covenants and The Kingdom must be fully
included.”

7. With our eyes fixed upon that great and
glorious future we believe that the return of
the Jewish people back to the Promised Land
of Israel, and the establishment of the State of
Israel is a sign of God’s faithfulness to the
everlasting promises and Covenants that He
made with Israel and the Jewish people.
Together with Israel we will thank, worship
and praise the Lord for the beginning of the
fulfilment of Biblical prophecies leading to the
ultimate redemption and salvation.

With a group of theological friends in Holland
we since then tried to formulate some points
of such a Declaration, which we condensed
into 12 articles, and for the time being gave it
the name: XII Articles regarding the place of
Israel in God’s plan of salvation. The concept
goes like this – but it is a work in progress:
1. We believe and confess that God has chosen
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob because He wanted
to bless all the nations of the world in and
through them. In this way salvation has come
through Israel to us.

>> Barmen Declarations says:
1. “We reject the subordination of the Church
to the state, and the subordination of the
Word and Spirit to the Church” (8.22-3).
2. “We reject the false doctrine, as though the
Church in human arrogance could place the
Word and work of the Lord in the service of
any arbitrarily chosen desires, purposes, and
plans” (8.27). On the contrary, the Declaration
proclaims that the Church “is solely Christ’s
property, and that it lives and wants to live
solely from His comfort and from His
direction in the expectation of His
appearance” (8.17).
The Declaration points to the inalienable
Lordship of Jesus Christ by the Spirit and to
the external character of church unity which
“can come only from the Word of God in faith

9. Understanding what has happened during
the centuries gone by, we as a part of the
corporate body of the Church will always be
aware of our collective guilt, which will always
lead to an attitude repentance and humility
towards the Jewish people. This will lead to
and show itself in bringing forth fruits worthy
of repentance: acts of love and solidarity with
the Jewish people and with Israel. We therefore
will actively go against all kinds of anti- Jewish,
anti-Semitic attitudes, religious and nonreligious, both within and without
Christianity.
10. We believe and confess that Jesus has come
as the Messiah of Israel to turn godlessness
away from Jacob and to redeem the nations. As
the body of Christ we celebrate the mystery of
salvation through the crucified and risen Lord,
and with great anticipation we expect His
Coming in Glory and the bodily resurrection
of the righteous dead. Maranatha!

>> Barmen Declaration
The Theological Declaration of Barmen 1934
(‘Die Barmer Theologische Erklärung’) was a
document adopted by Christians in Nazi
Germany who opposed the ‘German Christian’
movement at that time. It was the view of the
delegates to that Synod in May 1934 that
German Christians had corrupted Church
government by making it subservient to the
state, and had introduced Nazi ideology into
the German Protestant churches,
contradicting the Christian Gospel. To give
some examples:

8. We understand and believe that before the
ultimate Kingdom of Peace and Righteousness
there will be a Day of Judgment upon the
ungodly nations. The main question that the
nations will have to answer is the question of
Jesus: ‘What did you do unto one of the least
of these My brethren?’ His calling for solidarity
with the poor and suppressed of this world
regards in the first place our attitude towards
Israel and the Jewish people. The divine
commandment given to us by mouth of Isaiah
is: ‘Comfort ye, Comfort ye My people’, says
your God.’

Bonhoeffer was known for his staunch
resistance to the Nazi dictatorship, including
vocal opposition to Hitler’s euthanasia
program and genocidal persecution of the
Jews. He was arrested in April 1943 by the
Gestapo, and imprisoned at Tegel prison for
one and a half years. Later he was transferred
to a Nazi concentration camp. After being
allegedly associated with the plot to
assassinate Adolf Hitler, he was briefly tried,
along with other accused plotters, including
former members of the Abwehr (the German
Military Intelligence Office). He was then
executed by hanging on 9 April 1945 as the
Nazi regime collapsed. This was just two weeks
before Allied forces liberated the camp, and
three weeks before Hitler’s suicide.

>> Today
Today the Church needs a warning against all
kinds of anti-Semitism, anti-Zionism and antiIsraelitism. A document is needed that can be
presented to the Pope, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, the Patriarch of Moscow, the
World Council of Churches and the
Assemblies of God, as a positive statement that
implicitly deals with ‘Christ at the checkpoint’
and Stephen Sizer, thus counterattacking
Palestinian Liberation Theology. More

2. It is our calling to bless Israel, for we owe
our salvation to the Firstborn Son of this
nation. Thanks to Jesus we too are allowed to
be ‘children of Abraham’, the father of all those
who believe.
3. Nevertheless, it is our strong conviction that
the Church has not replaced Israel. The
presupposition that the promises that once
were given to Israel now have been transferred
to the Church is a terrible aberration, a
despicable apostasy, and a sin before God.
4. With the Apostle Paul we acknowledge that
a ‘hardening in part’ has come upon Israel.
This will only be the case ‘until the fullness of
the Gentiles has come in’ and then all Israel
shall be saved. With great anticipation and
fervent prayers we are expecting that glorious
future for the people of God.
5. We confess that the Lord is faithful to His
Covenants with Israel. God did not reject His
people, nor did He temporarily put them aside.
Israel remains to be the axis in God’s plans of
salvation for the world. Not all of the promises
have yet been fulfilled in Christ, but have
found in Him the sure guarantee for a future
and final fulfilment.
6. In eager expectation we are looking for the

11. We pray for the Peace of Jerusalem and are
longing for the great day of the Coming of the
Prince of Peace to Jerusalem. We fervently wait
for the day that times of refreshing may come
from the Lord, of which Jesus and the Apostles
together with all the prophets of Israel have
been speaking throughout the ages. Messiah
will come and rule and reign from sea to sea,
from shore to shore – as far as nations will
exist on the face of the earth. ‘He will be our
Peace.’ Then the blindness and the deafness
will be taken away from the eyes and the ears
and the hearts of Israel, as well as the veil that
has covered the face of the nations.
12. We finally believe and confess that the Lord
Himself will be the guarantee of the renewal of
all things, of the (re)new(ed) heavens and of
the (re)new(ed) earth. One day God will be all
and in all. Hallelujah!
Over the years I have struggled to come to a
new understanding of the Jewish people,
Israel, Jerusalem, the Covenants, the Biblical
concept of the Kingdom, the past, present and
future from a Biblical perspective. I have
published a trilogy with the titles Why Israel?,
Why Jerusalem? and Why End Times? My daily
devotional on the Book of Revelation, day-today, verse-by-verse, grew into a small
commentary on the Book of Revelation!
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40 Years On - Entebbe Continues to Inspire Short News
By Joe Nam, Media Specialist Christians for Israel Uganda
It’s June 2016. I am entering a coffee café in
Uganda’s capital city Kampala. I frequent this
place during the evening social hour to catch
up on news of the latest happenings in the city.
Here, in between sips of coffee and tea,
patrons get to discuss the hottest topics of the
day. I am just in time to catch animated
conversation going on about the Entebbe
Rescue. So I sit to listen.

In Uganda, this epic event is referred to as the
Entebbe Raid or Operation Thunderbolt. This
was when, on the night of 4 July 1976, Israel
landed over 200 commandos and soldiers at
Entebbe Airport in Uganda, East Africa, to
rescue 105 hostages held by terrorists of the
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine
(PFLP).
The story is widely known. Air France flight
139 leaves Tel Aviv Airport on 27 June en-route
to Paris. The plane lands in Athens to pick up
more passengers. This is when terrorists enter
the plane using forged passports. Half an hour
into the flight, the terrorists jump up with
weapons and hold up the passengers and crew.
The pilot is ordered to divert the plane and fly
south. After re-fuelling in Bengazi, Libya, the
plane is commandeered further south, landing
in Entebbe on 28 June.

Reminiscent of the Holocaust days, Jewish
passengers are separated from non-Jewish
passengers. Non-Jews are released while Jewish
passengers and crew of Air France remain as
hostages. The State of Israel is in a dilemma should they meet the terrorist demands?
Meeting the terrorists’ demands seems the
only logical thing to do as pressure mounts on
Israel from families of the hostages who
demand that the government should give in.
But doing so would be self-defeating for the
State of Israel which pursues a policy of nonnegotiation with terrorists. So negotiations
with the terrorists start while Israel also
explores the option of rescuing the hostages.
The terrorists, now under the patronage of
Uganda’s President, Idi Amin Dada, demand

Israeli Delegation Meets
with Rivlin Before
Departing to Rio Olympics

the release of 40 Palestinian militants held in
Israel and 13 other detainees imprisoned in
Kenya, France, Switzerland, and West
Germany on charges of terrorism. The
terrorists make it known in no uncertain terms
that failure to meet their demands means they
will kill all of the hostages.
Against all imaginable odds however, Israel
carries out a daring operation rescuing all
hostages except three who die in the cross fire,
Jonathan Netanyahu ‘Yoni’, the commander of
the operation, who dies from a sniper’s fire
and Dora Bloch, who is left behind. The whole
world is left stunned by the success of the
rescue mission.
As I listen to the discussions at the café, it is
obvious that, 40 years on, the Entebbe rescue
still evokes as much excitement as it did 40
years ago. And with the expected visit of the
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to
Uganda on 4 July 2016, the Entebbe rescue is
again at the forefront of national news. It has
also become the topic of frequent discussions
in homes and public places.

combined force of the Tanzanian Peoples
Defense Forces (TPDF) and Ugandan guerillas
exiled in Tanzania. Idi Amin died in exile in
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia in August 2003.
Ÿ As a result of the operation, the United
States military developed highly trained rescue
teams modeled on the Entebbe rescue. One
notable attempt to imitate Operation
Thunderbolt was Operation Eagle Claw, a
failed rescue attempt of 53 American embassy
personnel held hostage in Tehran during the
Iran Hostage Crisis.

>> Key Events After the
Entebbe Rescue
Ÿ The first casualty of Idi Amin after the
Entebbe Rescue was Dora Bloch, an Israeli
hostage who had fallen ill and was hospitalised
at Mulago Hospital, twenty kilometers from
Entebbe. She was not at Entebbe airport at the
time of rescue. She was dragged from her
hospital bed and shot dead on the orders of
President Idi Amin in the morning after the
rescue of the other hostages. Dora Bloch’s
remains were exhumed from a shallow grave at
a sugar plantation on the Kampala-Jinja
Highway by her family in 1979, after the fall of
Amin, and flown out of Uganda for a proper
burial.
Ÿ In his address to the UN Security Council,
Israeli Ambassador Chaim Herzog said, “We
come with a simple message to the Council:
we are proud of what we have done because
we have demonstrated to the world that a
small country like Israel, considers the dignity
of man, human life and human freedom to
constitute the highest values. We are proud
not only because we have saved the lives of
over a hundred innocent people - men, women
and children - but because of the significance
of our act for the cause of human freedom.”

Ÿ In 2007, current Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and his family made a private visit
to Uganda at the invitation of President Yoweri
Museveni and laid a wreath at Entebbe Old
Airport where Yoni died.
Ÿ In August 2012, Uganda and Israel
commemorated the rescue at a somber
ceremony at Entebbe Old Airport. Uganda and
Israel renewed their commitment in the fight
against terrorism and to work towards
humanity.

In addition, wreaths were laid, a moment of
silence was held, speeches were given, and a
poem was recited. The flags of Uganda and
Israel waved side by side, demonstrating the
two countries’ renewed and strong bilateral
relations. The ceremony was attended by the
then Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister of Israel,
Daniel Ayalon.

Western nations spoke in support of the
raid. West Germany called the raid ‘an act of
self defense.’ Switzerland and France praised
the operation. Representatives of the United
Kingdom and United States offered significant
praise, calling the Entebbe raid ‘an impossible
operation.’ Some in the United States noted
that the hostages were freed on 4 July 1976,
200 years after the signing of the U.S.
Declaration of Independence.

Ÿ The Arab and communist world condemned
the operation, calling it an act of aggression.

Idi Amin was humiliated by the surprise
rescue. He believed Kenya had colluded with
Israel in planning the rescue and hundreds of
Kenyans living in Uganda were killed soon
afterwards. Amin also threatened to invade
Kenya. The rescue operation significantly
weakened Amin’s military strength. Amin was
forced into exile three years later, by a
Ÿ

Israel is sending its biggest delegation
yet with 47 athletes. Rhythmic gymnast
Neta Rivkin has been selected to hold
the Israeli flag at the opening ceremony.
“I can see that you are calm but alert,
ready for any challenge,” President
Rivlin told the athletes. “Your
preparation has been superb, and now is
the time to reap the fruit of your efforts.
We believe in you and know that you
can and will return home with Olympic
medals.”

IDF Patriot Fails to
Intercept Unidentified
Drone over Golan

Ÿ

Ÿ UN Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
described the raid as ‘a serious violation of the
national sovereignty of a United Nations
member state’ (meaning Uganda).

The Israeli Olympic and Paralympic
delegations met with President Reuven
Rivlin at the President’s Residence this
week before departing to Rio de Janeiro
in Brazil where they will compete in the
2016 Olympic Games.

>> What the Entebbe Rescue
Inspired
The Entebbe rescue also became the subject of
numerous films and documentaries including;
Victory at Entebbe 1976, Raid on Entebbe 1977,
The Rise and Fall of Idi Amin 1980, Delta Force
1986, Zameen 2003, The Last King of Scotland
2006, Cohen on the Bridge 2010, To Live or
Die in Entebbe 2012 and more.
A number of plays and books have also been
written inspired by the Entebbe Rescue.

Israeli Patriot missile fire triggered an
alert on the Golan and Galilee when it
tried to down an unidentified drone
from Syria which had crossed into Israel
airspace. IAF jets and helicopters were
also scrambled but like the missile failed
to intercept the trespasser. Falling
shrapnel from the Patriot missile which
slightly injured a girl at Ayelet
Hashachar indicated that the drone had
been sighted over Galilee as well.
Nonetheless, the homeland security
sirens in that part of the border region
did not operate automatically and were
activated on by the initiative of local
security officers.

Jerusalem Downtown in
Lockdown After Terror
Attack Thwarted
A vigilant security guard on Jerusalem’s
light train averted a terror attack in
downtown Jerusalem Sunday morning.
The search of a man who aroused his
suspicions found him carrying a bag full
of pipe bombs and other explosive
devices at the Jaffa St. stop on the corner
of King George, two main thoroughfares
at the heart of Jerusalem. He was
planning to detonate them in the train
in a suicide attack. Police called to the
scene defused the devices and
temporarily cordoned off both streets to
vehicles and pedestrians. The train
service, which cuts through Palestinian
and Jewish suburbs of the capital, was
suspended.

Israeli Travel Abroad
Increasing
The rate of Israelis travelling abroad in
the first half of 2016 has increased by
15.6% compared to last year; despite
plans to fly, most holidaymakers hadn't
purchased their vacations by the end of
June; tourism to Israel has declined,
however.
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Historic Visit to Africa
By Pim van der Hoff, Chief Editor of Israel Aktueel
July 4, 2016 will go
down in history as
one of the most
important days
for the
relationship
between Israel
and the continent
of Africa. For the
first time in more
than fifty years, a
current Israeli
prime minister
visited the African country Uganda on that
memorable day. In the days following, there
were visits to Kenya, Rwanda and Ethiopia.

>> Prime Minister Netanyahu
in Uganda
The El Al plane landed at the old airport of
Entebbe in the middle of the day. This was
significant. That day it had been exactly forty
years ago that the brother of Prime Minister
Benyamin Netanyahu, as the only Israeli
soldier, lost his life during the rescue operation
of Jewish hostages at that airport. An
impressive and moving memorial took place in
the presence of president Museveni and seven
heads of state of neighbouring countries.
Hostage survivors and many of their rescuers
had come from Israel to attend this
remarkable ceremony. There were
representatives of various humanitarian and
PM Netanyahu arrives on the old Entebbe Airport,
next to him president Museveni of Uganda

religious organisations to attend this official
event. The chairman of Christians for Israel
Uganda, Drake Kanaboo and myself were
invited as members of the board of Christians
for Israel International. Prime Minister
Netanyahu held a moving speech and revealed
several memorial plaques. Unfortunately, the
Ugandan president Museveni showed little
knowledge of the land, people and state of
Israel. However, that did not take away from
his sentiment towards Israel and his gesture of
friendship.

In front of the old control tower PM Netanyahu
made his impressive historical speech

as historic – with the leaders of seven east
African nations: Uganda, Kenya, Rwanda,
Ethiopia, South Sudan, Zaire and Tanzania.
These leaders came to the summit “on short
notice” out of a respect for Israel. They
understand that Israel is a strategic ally for
them. Netanyahu commented to African
leaders that “Israel needs Uganda and all the
other African countries. We need that alliance,
that alliance – it will take time - may change
the automatic majority against Israel.”
Something that has not been possible in the
past.

The Ugandan dictator Idi Amin was closely
involved with the terrorists. The ultimatum
expired on Sunday July 4. In Israel, intense
discussions took place at the highest level. In
secret it was decided to rescue the hostages.
The night before July 4, six Israeli airplanes
with 100 soldier on board, flew to Entebbe.
They flew very low as to not be seen by radar.
They were able to land without being noticed
by doing so in the slipstream of a British
Airway plane. The surprise attack took a total
of 53 minutes. Three hostages lost their lives,
as well as about fifty Ugandan soldiers. Sadly,
the leader of this mission – which became
known as Operation Thunderbolt – also lost
his life: Lt. Colonel Jonathan Netanyahu. Yoni
was the brother of the current prime minister
of Israel.

Netanyahu noted that there is a trend among
certain African states already to either vote
with Israel or abstain on key international
votes. According to Netanyahu, the African
countries have two basic interests in ties with
Israel. The first is security, fighting terrorism;
and the second is Israeli technology in the
field of agriculture, water energy and health.

>> June 1976
Uganda has a special place in the recent
history of Israel. In 1903 Theodor Herzl
proposed to establish a Jewish state in Uganda,
when it seemed impossible to make this a
reality in the place where it once was; the
small piece of land right by the Mediterranean
Sea. Thousands of year ago this was promised
to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The place where
in 1948 the state of Israel was founded, after it
was promised in 1917 in the Balfour
declaration.
On June 27, 1976, Uganda was in the news all
over the world, because an Air France airplane,
flying from Tel Aviv to Paris with 248
passengers on board, was taken hostage.
During an emergency stop in Athens, four
terrorists came on board who took the plane
hostage and forced it to fly to Entebbe in
Uganda. There, another eight terrorists joined
the group. The whole world held their breath
when they heard the news.

>> Separation
At the airport the non-Jews were separated
from the almost one hundred Jewish
passengers. The twelve crew members of Air
France chose to stay with the Jewish hostages.
The demand of the hijackers was the release of
about fifty terrorists who were imprisoned in
different places around the world.

Meeting one of the survivors of the raid on Entebbe,
Mr Akiva Laxer

>> Historic Summit
After the official ceremony Prime Minister
Netanyahu took his time to visit the old
control tower at the Entebbe airport. Among
others, he met with Akiva Laxer, one of the
hostages who were rescued on that day in
1976. After that, he spoke with former soldiers
and crew member of the Hercules plane that
was placed at the airport.
Before leaving Uganda, Netanyahu held a
three-hour summit – which he characterised

PM Netanyahu among his people in front of one
of the original Hercules aircraft

ECI Launches Petition Calling Upon the European Parliament
for Resolution Against BDS and All Forms of Anti-Semitism
Courtesy of European Coalition for Israel
In May 2016, the International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) reached an
agreement on a working definition of antiSemitism, which gives governments and
international institutions the political tool
necessary to fight the rise of anti-Semitism.
Although the definition does not specifically
mention BDS by name, it defines antiSemitism as “denying the Jewish people the
right to self determination, by claiming that
the existence of a State of Israel is a racist
endeavour”, which is how BDS refers to Israel,
as an “apartheid state”.

The European Coalition for Israel has
launched a petition, which can be found on
their website, www.ec4i.org, calling upon the
European Parliament for a resolution against
BDS and all other forms of anti-Semitism,
following a recent ECI report to the European
External Action Service (EEAS), EU’s
diplomatic service, which highlights how EU
funding is continuing to be used for payments
to convicted terrorists and radicalisation
within the Palestinian Authority territories.
The launch of the petition coincides with the
first official state visit of Israeli President
Reuven Rivlin to Brussels recently.

Several European governments have officially
condemned the BDS movement for singling
out Israel for boycotts as illegal under WTO
regulations. Furthermore, the French High
Court has declared BDS activities to be
discriminatory and to constitute incitement.
New studies confirm that BDS activities on
college campuses are followed by an increase
of anti-Semitic incidents.

“The international campaign to isolate and
demonise Israel by the BDS movement and the
on-going Palestinian incitement of hatred
against Jewish people are two expressions of
anti-Semitism to which we cannot afford to
turn a blind eye”, ECI Founding Director
Tomas Sandell recently said in a statement in
Brussels.

ECI’s Petition is supported by a number of civil
society organisations and MEPs from the four
largest party groups. The Vice-Chair of the EU
Delegation For Relations with Israel, MEP Bas
Belder (ECR) from the Netherlands stated that,
“several Member States of the EU nowadays
take a strong stance against BDS and recognise
its true discriminatory nature. In my capacity

as an MEP, I will use all my political weight to
ensure that in future EP resolutions
concerning the conflict, a strong stance against
against BDS will be taken.”
MEP Lars Adaktusson from Sweden (EPP)
stated that “BDS does not promote peace and
reconciliation but rather confrontation and
separation. The European Parliament should
promote closer cooperation between Israelis
and Palestinians – not further separation and
isolation”. MEP Péter Niedermüller from
Hungary (S&D) added that “the boycott and
the unequal treatment of Israel do not bring
peace to the Middle East, and do not help any
of the parties. If we truly want to promote
human rights and dignity to all people, not
only there but here in Europe too, we need
more dialogue, empathy and openness, instead
of hate.”
Further, MEP Hannu Takkula (ALDE) from
Finland has stated in support of the petition
that “BDS is anti-Palestinian, anti-Israel and
anti-peace. The European Parliament should
condemn these activities and instead support
efforts that promote peace and understanding
between all parties involved”.
In May 2016, in a conference inside the
European Parliament, the Chair of the EU
Delegation with Palestine applauded the

efforts of the BDS movement and likened the
presence of Israelis in the European
Parliament to a “rash”. MEP Martina Anderson
went on to compare Israeli treatment of
Palestinians in Gaza with the Nazi Holocaust,
clearly violating the IHRA definition of antiSemitism.
European Parliament President Martin Schulz
has promised in the past to expel members
who deny or trivialize the Holocaust. MEP
Anderson’s justification of BDS, as well as her
inappropriate remarks, are a clear example of
the need for an anti-BDS resolution by the
European Parliament, which makes clear that
incitement and boycotts against a WTO
member state are illegal.
“No continent understands what the singling
out of Jewish businesses leads to better than
Europe. This is why we urge the European
Parliament to take the moral leadership in
standing up against BDS and all other forms of
anti-Semitism, in order to stay true to our
commitment of Never Again,” concluded ECI
Founding Director,
Tomas Sandell.
To sign the Petition
Against Anti-semitism,
go to www.ec4i.org
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Prayer Points

By Graeme Lee, Christians for Israel New Zealand

>> Israel has an unassailable
bright future.
Genesis 1v 2-3 “I will make you into a great nation
and I will bless you. I will make your name great
and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who
bless you and whoever curses you I will curse,
and all the peoples on earth will be blessed
through you.”
America and the world is now experiencing the
consequences of Middle East policies which have
been opposed to God's word and the
preservation of His Covenant land. We keep on
affirming ‘our land for peace’ approach, but God
has other ideas.
Israel has a bright future in spite of the
Globalists which are a diverse and eclectic group
of international bankers, politicians, futurists,
religious leaders and economic planners who
believe in a Global approach.
In spite of the Boycott Divestment Society (BDS)
which is gaining support in the world. Which is
only a problem to the nations involved.
In spite of the United Nations (UN) and its
bodies which have victimised Israel of the
resolutions passed by the United Nations, most

have been directed against Israel.
In spite of Europe and its continued opposition
to Israel it has flourished. France particularly is
currently trying to victimise Israel.
In spite of Iran and surrounding Muslim nations
which want the annihilation of Israel. It won't
happen because of God.
In spite of replacement theology as a wrong
interpretation, God simply backs Israel and the
Church as separate entities.
In spite of what is called the 'Gog Magog
warfare' Israel comes through. God is the sole
defender of Israel.
God has blessed and honoured Israel. Psalm 48
v1-3 says “Great is the Lord and most worthy of
praise. In the city of our God his holy mountain.
It is beautiful in its loftiness the joy of the whole
earth. Like the utmost heights of Zaphon is
Mount Zion, the city of the Great King. God is
in her citadels; he has shown himself to be her
fortress.”
The two disciples on the road to Emmaus
(which I walked with my Father in 1954) wanted
Jesus to be the reigning Messiah. As they walked,
Jesus Himself joined them on the road, but they

They stood still, their faces downcast. One of
them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the
only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know
the things that have happened there in these
days?” “What things?” he asked.
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was
a prophet, powerful in word and deed before
God and all the people. The chief priests and our
rulers handed him over to be sentenced to
death, and they crucified him; but we had hoped
that he was the one who was going to redeem
Israel.”

>> He is and He will redeem
Israel.
Israel needs to battle on. Zechariah 12:3 says “On
that day when all the nations of the earth are
gathered against her, I will make Jerusalem an
immovable rock for all the nations.” Zechariah
12:8-9 “On that day the Lord will shield those
who live in Jerusalem. On that day I will set out
to destroy all the nations that attack Jerusalem.
In spite of the opposition Israel has a bright
future.”

Isreality Tour Memoirs
From the roof of the Citadel Youth Hostel in the old city of Jerusalem
Photo credit: Nathaniel Alcorn

>> Nathaniel Alcorn, NZ
We read about historical Jerusalem in the bible,
and the bible also points us forward to the New
Jerusalem, so it is natural to have a great sense of
anticipation when one goes up to the Holy City.
Some even go a bit crazy when they visit and
suffer from the famous ‘Jerusalem Syndrome’.
A highlight of my trip was visiting the ancient
City of David site south of the temple mount,
and especially the lookout building above it
which is very close to where the ancient mount
Zion must have been. From this particular spot
you can see a sloping retaining wall that is
believed to be part of David’s palace, built close
to the Gihon Spring - the only natural water
supply in the area. From this location you also
get a sense of the ‘hills surrounding Jerusalem’,
as Psalm 125 says.
Yet with all the wonderful history to explore I
find Jerusalem to be a rather sad place at our
time in history because of the division of the
different groups and sects who each seem to
pretend they are the only ones there; the Jewish
Quarter, the Armenian Quarter, the Christian
Quarter, the Muslim Quarter. It makes me long
for the unity we will see in the future under the
Messiah’s reign (Zech 14:9), but for now it would
be wonderful if even the Christians could be
united, as Jesus prayed! (John 17:20-21)
Another site I enjoyed visiting was Shiloh, where
the tabernacle stood for 369 years before the
temple was built in Jerusalem. This site is very
open, with no modern town nearby, so it is easy
to imagine how it was in Samuel’s time. The
Israelity Tour visited Shiloh on the way back

from Karnei Shomron, a town in Samaria which
would usually be described as a ‘West Bank
settlement’, even though it has about 7500
residents.

Israel
In Ezekiel 37, the chapter about the
valley of dry bones and the resurrection of
Israel, we find in verse 25 the promise for
the land, till all eternity. Give thanks for
this wonderful truth of the faithfulness of
the God of Israel!
Ÿ Give thanks and pray: “The Lord gives
strength to his people; the Lord blesses his
people with peace.” (Psalm 29:11)
Ÿ Israel has 105 diplomatic missions
worldwide: 78 resident embassies, 22
consulates and 5 special missions. Pray
that Israel will be able to explain their
intentions well in all these countries. PR
hasn’t been one of Israel’s strengths.
Ÿ

Israel
The Aliyah-organisation Ebenezer
started in 1991 and celebrates their 25th
anniversary this year (1 Sam. 7:12).
Christians for Israel has a close
partnership with Ebenezer when it comes
to Aliyah. Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer
speaks all around the world, for example,
through Ebenezer. Give thanks for this
remarkable organisation and the beautiful
cooperation.
Ÿ This year it’s been 20 years that
Christians for Israel started the project
‘Bring the Jews Home’. Since then we’ve
been able to help many Jews return to
Israel. Pray for these new immigrants, that
they will realise they are part of the
fulfilment of prophecy.
Ÿ Let us keep watch and try to
understand the time in which we live by
setting priorities; following the Lord Jesus
and looking forward to His coming
(Matthew 24:32-44).
Ÿ

Christians for Israel

While standing with Israel we must not forget to
care about and pray for the Palestinian Arabs,
most of whom simply want to make a living
with peaceful lives. Life is certainly more
difficult in the disputed territories, and no
matter who is most responsible for the tough
economic situation, we need to pray. In the old
part of Hebron, which I visited before the tour
started, it was clear that people were desperate
to make sales, since few tourists go there in
recent years because of the perceived danger.
In the midst of the wonderful history, the sad
current situation, and the future hope, it is the
people I met who provided the main highlight of
the trip for me. While
volunteering at Yad Sarah,
I had the privilege of
working together with
retired Russian Israelis
who only spoke Russian
and Hebrew, so this was a
good opportunity to
practice my Hebrew. They
were intrigued that a
foreign Christian would
volunteer in their
organisation, so I pray that
Christians who stand with
Israel would make them
interested to find out more
about Jesus.

By Pieter Bénard,
Christians for
Israel Prayer
Coordinator

did not recognise Him. Luke 24:17-21 Jesus asked,
“What are you discussing together as you walk
along?”

Ÿ Pray for the summer exhibition ‘The
Great Return’ in Holland, that many
people will come and see it, and that the
theme about Aliyah will draw them to
God’s Word.
Ÿ Pray for all the tourists who will travel
around Israel this summer, that they show
love and encouragement for the people.
Pray too for the volunteers who are active
in organisations and hospitals. This
friendship touches Israel over and over
again.

Nathaniel does a selfie from Mt Zion looking
toward the site of David's palace.
The hills surrounding Jerusalem from Mt Zion
Photo credit: Nathaniel Alcorn

Intercessory Prayer
Ÿ The verses in Psalm 149:5-9 and
Ephesians 6:10-18 form a strong
combination to use when you intercede:
…a double-edged sword is in your hand…
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word
of God.
Ÿ Unfaithfulness to the Word of God
makes us lose our love for the Word.
That’s why it’s important to make sure to
read your bible regularly! (John 15:9-10).
Ÿ Use Psalm 51 to pray for a ‘clean heart’.
Only then will we be able to help build the
walls of Jerusalem. You ask (verse 10-12)
and can help build (18). From a clean heart
we’ll be able to see Him (Matthew 5:8).

For more Prayer Points, please go to our
website www.c4israel.org.nz
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Jews and Israel in a Threatened, Leaderless and
Delusional World
By Isi Leibler, Journalist for wordfromjerusalem.com

The painful lesson of
the Orlando massacre
is that no place in the
world is immune to
fanatical religious
extremists willing to
kill themselves to
achieve heavenly salvation.
The Western world is floundering in its
pathetic efforts to confront the demonic global
forces threatening to plunge it back into the
Dark Ages.
Its failure is largely due to the inability of
democratic countries to face reality and devise
a united strategy to vanquish these Islamic
fundamentalist terrorists.
Instead, Western leaders bury their heads in
the sand and cravenly resort to policies of
appeasement, even though there is not a single
recorded historical instance in which a
millennial terrorist force has modified its
behavior in response to such approaches.

the influence of the Bernie Sanders elements
on the ongoing radicalisation of the
Democratic Party is deeply troublesome.

civilians. Yet even after Orlando, the media
was enjoined to understate the Islamic factor
as it would “distress” the Muslim community.

In his obsession to appease Muslims, Obama
rejects all criticism of Islamic fundamentalism
as Islamophobia. Even more bizarre, despite
the fact that the vast majority of terrorist
incidents throughout the globe were either
orchestrated or inspired by Islamic fanatics,
any reference to the link of terrorism to radical
Islam is banned from the White House and
State Department lexicon.

It is significant that even in the wake of the
Orlando massacre, Clinton still played down
Islamic extremism and blamed the failure on a
lack of gun control. Whereas there is every
reason to prohibit the sale of automatic
weapons to the public, blaming “gun violence”
obscures the real source of the problem, which
is global jihad. Indeed, in Israel, since the wave
of “spontaneous lone wolf killings,” Israeli
citizens licensed to use weapons have actually
been encouraged to carry them and have
succeeded in foiling many attacks.

The perpetrator of the Orlando massacre was
claimed by ISIS as “one of our soldiers in
America.” During the course of the killings, he

How can governments confront global terror
when they refuse to objectively assess and
identify the source of the threat?

Law-abiding Muslims cannot be permitted to
stand aside or merely condemn terrorist acts.
They must understand that it is their
obligation to identify to law enforcement
officials all clerics and mosques that engage in
promoting radicalism and jihad, such as the
mosque attended by the Orlando terrorist,
Omer Mateen. If the authorities are serious in
their efforts to curtail terrorist attacks, then
there is no choice but to restore surveillance of
Islamic societies, which was curtailed in the
U.S. in recent months when the government
was accused of discriminatory behavior and
Islamophobia.

enabled Russia to assume a position of critical
leverage in the region. He displayed hostility to
the Egyptian government which, backed by
popular support, replaced the Muslim
Brotherhood regime and is fiercely engaged in
battling Islamic fundamentalists.

People take part in a vigil for the Pulse night
club victims following last week’s shooting
in Orlando, Florida.

Europe, where major cities are suffering
suicidal attacks from crazed imported and
home-grown Muslim terrorists, is now
perversely absorbing millions of additional
migrants from the Middle East killing fields –
ironically rejected by Islamic countries as
security risks. The demography of Europe is
being permanently altered but any rational
discussion of the subject is immediately
condemned as Islamophobic.
Contrary to all evidence, most West European
governments continue to blame the IsraeliPalestinian impasse as the principle factor
inflaming Islamic terror. Currently, the French
government– whose Muslim population is
estimated to be over 15% and expanding
dramatically – chooses to ignore the ongoing
mayhem in the region and instead seeks to
force Israel to retreat territorially to the
indefensible 1949 armistice lines.
Much of the current breakdown can be
attributed to the influence of U.S. President
Barack Obama and the policies he initiated.
His overriding objective was to build a bridge
between the U.S. and global Islam, and to this
end, he has fawned on leaders of rogue Islamic
states and humiliated Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu as a low-level adversary
rather than treating him as an ally.
Obama groveled toward the leaders of Iran,
the world’s most intransigent terrorist entity,
while they continued baying for the downfall
of the U.S., the “Great Satan” – and succeeded
in transforming Iran into a threshold nuclear
state, which further emboldened the ayatollahs
and outraged America’s traditional moderate
supporters.
Obama’s indecisiveness is much to blame for
the ongoing horrendous civil war in Syria, and

The ongoing threat of terror attacks is
impacting on political attitudes. With the
Islamic extremists boasting of sleepers
embedded in Western society and poised to
inflict further terrorist attacks, much of the
population has lost confidence in its leaders. A
genuine revolt against the established order is
reflected in the radical disillusionment
emerging across the entire spectrum.
In Western Europe there is a dramatic rise in
populist right-wing support, which is clearly a
response to fears from Islamic terror, and in
the U.S., populist appeal of Trump from the
right and Sanders from the left signify a revolt
against all establishments.
In this constellation, despite all the challenges
facing it, Israel is in a remarkably strong
position. The U.S., the Europeans and the U.N.
will undoubtedly continue pressuring and
passing discriminatory resolutions demanding
further unilateral territorial concessions that
would undermine our security.

shouted “Allahu akbar” and even proclaimed
his allegiance to the Islamic State. Yet Obama
remained in denial, adamantly refusing to
label the massacre as Islamic terror and
misleadingly defining it as a “homegrown”
anti-gay “hate crime” influenced by “extremist
information disseminated over the internet.”
Unfortunately, there is no guarantee of what
policy Obama’s successor will adopt.

It is an indisputable fact that the bulk of global
terror emanates from Muslims. Thus, to
protect lives, immigration and entry visas
should be reviewed rationally. Let us assume
that of the 1.6 billion Muslims throughout the
world, 95% are law-abiding citizens. Yet all
opinion polls indicate that the majority
nevertheless harbor sympathy toward the
terrorists and yearn for Muslim global
domination. A worldwide Rand Corporation
study three years ago estimated that 100,000
were potential terrorists but today the number
would be far greater due to the substantial
increase of jihadists in the wake of the ISIS
caliphate.

If elected, Donald Trump could make changes,
but his raucous zigzagging statements and his
call to ban entry to all Muslims – as distinct
from limiting and enforcing tougher security
entry screening – are populist demagoguery
and hardly reassuring. Trump supporters claim
that he would surround himself with good
advisers and come down to earth. But many,
including prominent conservatives, regard him
as an unguided missile and remain deeply
skeptical as to his presidential ability.

>> Additional security
procedures must be adopted.
There is an urgent need to
expand and share global
intelligence.

Hillary Clinton is also a fearful prospect.
Setting aside the hostility to Israel that she
displayed when she served as secretary of state,

Civil liberties should not be understated, but
political correctness must be overridden by the
duty to protect the life and limb of innocent

Netanyahu noted that the strength of shared
values and popular support outweighs the
tensions, and that the U.S. remains our closest
ally. But we have also made extraordinary
progress extending relations with countries
beyond North America and Western Europe,
such as India and China. The warmth exuded
toward Israel and the Jewish people by Russia
has been remarkable. The Algemeiner
newspaper even suggested that Putin may use
Russia’s veto at the U.N. to protect Israel
should the U.S. abandon it. I would not hold
my breath on this.
Israel is better positioned today than at any
time to resist those willing to sacrifice it in
order to appease the jihadists.
The reality is that in an increasingly tough
world in which no city is immune from
terrorism, Israel can provide an example of
security that other countries could well
emulate and may ultimately assume an
important role in the effort to strategize and
neutralize the global jihad.

Defending Israel on the Ocean Floor Courtesy of The Jerusalem Post
Deep under the sea, it was pitch black on the
ocean floor off the northern Israeli coastline, as
navy divers worked tirelessly to install a
secretive sonar station. They were members of
the Israel Navy’s Unit for Underwater Missions,
an elite naval unit set up in the 1980s.

A diver from the Israel Navy’s Unit for Underwater
Missions works with a welding torch in the sea depths

They worked in shifts, in an environment that
resembled an alien planet. Their gear, designed
to enable them to survive in the most hostile
conditions, resembled that of astronauts.

The sonar device they were installing has since
gone on to form a vital link in Israel’s alert
system against Hezbollah. Its ability to detect
enemy diver intrusions means Hezbollah diver
units cannot move into Israeli waters
undetected. It is part of the IDF’s preparations
for surprise attacks from its most formidable foe.
An “umbilical cord” linked the divers to a ship
above, delivering an oxygen-helium mix into
their helmets and enabling two-way

communications. The divers’ suits pumped
warm water around their bodies to counter the
cooling effect that occurs when humans breath
in helium.
As the grueling work went on below, stand-by
divers were on high alert; any technical fault
could become life-threatening. But the mission
was completed successfully, and the divers
slowly ascended before entering a
decompression chamber.
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The Letters of the Aleph-bet: Hei

By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church
The letter Hei is the fifth letter of the
Hebrew alphabet and means ‘see’. The
ancient form of the letter was a pictogram of
a man with raised arms who is praying or
calling.
The Hei’s numerical value, naturally, is five.
In Jewish thinking, the Hei is attributed to a
wide range of deep spiritual meaning. We
will consider a few:
The Hei is one of the letters of the ineffable

name of God (YHWH) and is, therefore,
used to designate the Name as well. The Hei
is a symbol of God’s revelation: “Behold, this
is our God” (Isaiah 25:9).
In Jewish thinking the Hei also represents
teshuvah, which means ‘turning back’. How
come? Compare the letter Hei with the letter
Chet (the eighth letter of the alphabet). The
Chet is closed, and the Hei is open at the
top, left. In Genesis 4 God says to Cain: sin
(Hebrew: chet) is at the door. That is the

basis. It is impossible to escape from the
closed Chet, for the base has been blocked.
But the Hei offers the gap for the ‘teshuvah’.
This difference also becomes prevalent with
the words ‘chametz’ (all yeast that must be
removed with Pesach) and matzah
(unleavened). Chametz is written with the
letters chet-mem-tzadik; matzah with the
letters mem-tzadik-hei: the same two letters,
differentiated only by the Hei and the Chet.
Chemetz is the inflated ‘I’, the Chet in the
very beginning of the word. The matzah is

the selfless humility, the Hei behind. To
those the Eternal One reveals Himself. But
the inflated ‘I’ believes he can make do
without God.
The number five is, amongst others, a
symbol of redemption. The fifth cup of wine
at the Pesach meal (Seder), is called the Cup
of Elijah. Elijah is the harbinger of
redemption, which calls Israel to teshuvah
because of the approaching coming of the
Messiah.

On Coincidence or Divine-incidence?
By Conrado D. Lumahan, Christians for Israel Philippines Director
There were two
“Manuels” that
paved the way for
Israel-Philippines
friendship –
Manuel Quezon
and Manuel Roxas.
Unknown to most
Filipinos, President
Manuel L. Quezon
opened doors for
the Jews in Europe.
He planned to welcome as many as 170,000
Jews in Germany and Austria. Quezon initially
granted 10,000 visas to the Jews during the
Holocaust. The opening of the doors of the
Philippines, an expression of Filipino
hospitality, saved a total 1,300 Jews from the
atrocity of Adolf Hitler’s Nazi regime between
1933 and 1945. This dark period of Jewish
history cost the lives of six million Jews, of
which 1.5 million were children. Harry Brauer,
one of the 1,300 survivors reminisced, “We
went to the Philippines because it was the only
place that gave us a visa.”
The story of the escape of the Jews from the
Holocaust and their settlement in Philippines
is recorded by Frank Ephraim, a survivor in his
book, Escape to Manila: From Nazi Tyranny to

Japanese Terror. “Escape to Manila” records the
testimonies of 36 refugees describing their
grueling voyage to Manila, how they settled
there, and the events surrounding the Japanese
invasion. A film even testifies that modern-day
Exodus, titled “Rescue in the Philippines.”
In honor to what Philippines had done to the
Jews, Israel erected a monument called ‘Open
Doors’ at the Memorial Park in Rishon Lezion
in 2009. Because of this Israel-Philippines
relation, Israel provides visa-free access to
Filipinos who want to visit the Holy Land, an
agreement built in history and made possible
by open door policy.

nation of Israel was resurrected, and its
independence was proclaimed by Ben Gurion
on May 14, 1948. God said, “Therefore
prophesy and say to them, “Thus,” says the
Lord GOD, “behold, O My people, I will open
your graves and cause you to come up from
your graves, and bring you into the land of
Israel” (Ezekiel 37:12 NKJV). Notice that the
name of that land is ISRAEL, not PALESTINE.
Israel is a miracle nation. No other nation
declared dead and resurrected, only Israel.

On November 29, 1947, through President
Manuel A. Roxas, the Philippines supported
the creation of Israel and the only Asian
country which voted for the UN Resolution 181
during the General Assembly. The resolution
was passed with 33 votes in favour, 13 against,
and 10 abstentions.

The two “Manuels” of the Philippines were
among those responsible for the close ties
between the two countries. Manuel Quezon
opened doors for the Jews, and Manuel Roxas
voted for Israel’s creation. Do you know that
“Manuel” is the shortest form of “Immanuel” –
“God with us”? The Jews could say, ‘God with
us’ when Philippines opened its doors for us,
‘God with us’ when Philippines voted for the
creation of the State of Israel. Is this
coincidence or divine-incidence?

Isaiah asks, “…Can a country be born in a day
or a nation be brought forth in a moment?
(Isaiah 66:8 NIV). The Bible answers, “Yes!”
History says, “Yes!” No other nation was born
in a day but Israel. This was a fulfillment of
prophecy. For less than 2,000 years the nation
of Israel was dead but in 1947, “in a day,” the

I am persuaded that one of the best
explanations for the open door policy and
creation of the State of Israel is the sovereignty
of the Creator, the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Israel. King David vividly testifies: “The LORD
has established his throne in heaven, and his
kingdom rules over all.”... “Our God is in

heaven; he does whatever pleases him.”… “I
know that the Lord is great, that our Lord is
greater than all gods. The Lord does whatever
pleases him, in the heavens and on the earth,
in the seas and all their depths” (Psalm 103:19;
115:3; 135:5-6 NIV).
Nebuchadnezzar, a king of kings in his empire
testifies: “All the peoples of the earth are
regarded as nothing. He [the God of Daniel]
does as he pleases with the powers of heaven
and the peoples of the earth. No one can hold
back his hand or say to him: “What have you
done?” (NIV).
The sovereign Lord expressly declares: “My
purpose will stand, and I will do all that I
please” (Isaiah 46:10 NIV).
Based on these above verses, one can make a
definition of the sovereignty of God: God is
said to be absolutely free because no one and
nothing can hinder Him or compel Him or
thwart Him. He is able to do as He pleases
always, everywhere, forever. He is subject to
none, influenced by none, absolutely
independent.
God does as He pleases, only as He pleases,
always as He pleases. God is truly and perfectly
sovereign.

Christians Must Tend to Israel’s Wounds
By Charles Gardner, Special to ASSIST News Service
Western nations
now under constant
threat of terror
attacks should spare
a thought (and
prayer) for Israel.
In one of the most
shocking incidents
yet since the start of
lone-wolf knife and gun attacks by Palestinian
terrorists, a 13-year-old girl was butchered to
death while asleep in her bed.
The grisly murder of Hallel Yaffa Ariel came
just days after a senior adviser to PA president
Mahmoud Abbas had urged his people to slit
the throats of Israelis rather than engage in
dialogue.
“If you ask me my blunt position, I would say every place you find an Israeli, slit his throat,”
Sultan Abu al-Einein, a central committee
member of the ruling Fatah party, told the
Palestinian website Donia al-Watan when
asked about Palestinian officials participating
in Israeli conferences. “Likewise, I am against
talks, negotiations, meetings and
normalisation in all its forms with the Israeli
occupation.”

And on the day after the world woke up to
news of Hallel’s tragic death, an Iranian
military official boasted of having 100,000
missiles in Lebanon ready to annihilate the
Jewish state.
Speaking on al-Quds Day, when Iranians mark
their solidarity with Palestinians, Iranian
Revolutionary Guard deputy commander
Hossein Salami said: “The opportunity to
destroy Israel is now better than ever because
tens of thousands of long-range missiles all
over the Islamic world are ready to hit Israel
immediately upon receiving the order.”
Adding gross insult to these appalling injuries
have been the outrageous comments of
Britain’s Opposition Leader Jeremy Corbyn
who appeared to compare Israel to Islamic
State during an event designed to confront
claims of anti-Semitism within his party.
Jewish Labour MP Ruth Smeeth left the
meeting in tears after saying she had been
insulted by a hard-left activist using
“traditional anti-Semitic slurs,” adding that Mr
Corbyn’s failure to intervene was “final proof
for me that he is unfit to lead and that a
Labour Party under his stewardship cannot be
a safe space for British Jews.”Mr, Corbyn

denied that he had intended to compare Israel
to ISIS. A spokesman said he had been
referring to states that were Islamic in
character such as Saudi Arabia, Pakistan or
Iran. He actually said: “Our Jewish friends are
no more responsible for the actions of Israel or
the Netanyahu government than our Muslim
friends are for those of various self-styled
Islamic states or organisations.”
In any case, the Jewish people are under
greater threat now than they were under the
Nazis, and this time Christians especially must
avoid the shameful option of passing by on the
other side of the road like the religious folk in
Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke
10.25-37). Israel has fallen “into the hands of
robbers” (v30). We must take pity on them,
tend to their wounds and look after them. The
church dare not remain silent. “For if you
remain silent at this time, relief and
deliverance for the Jews will arise from another
place, but you and your father’s family will
perish.” That’s a pretty dire warning from
God’s word.
But a great opportunity also lies before us, as
the verse continues: “And who knows but that
you have come to royal position for such a
time as this?” (Esther 4.14)

A masked Palestinian protester stands near
burning tires during clashes with police in Isawiya,
an Arab neighborhood in Jerusalem

However, if we refuse to come to their aid, we
will not prosper. For, in speaking of the future
glory of Zion, Isaiah declares that “no weapon
forged against you will prevail.” (Isa 54.17)
Charles Gardner is a veteran Cape Townborn British journalist working on plans to
launch a new UK national newspaper
reporting and interpreting the news from a
biblical perspective. With his South African
forebears having had close links with the
legendary devotional writer Andrew Murray,
Charles is similarly determined to make an
impact for Christ with his pen and has
worked in the newspaper industry for more
than 41 years. Part-Jewish, he is married to
Linda, who takes the Christian message
around many schools in the Yorkshire town
of Doncaster. Charles has four children and
nine grandchildren.
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150 Ukranian Teenagers on their
Support Summer Camps for
Way to School in the Promised Land Children in Ukraine
By Marijke Terlouw , Christians for Israel International

>> Youthful and Enthusiastic
‘Shalom, lehietra’ot, da swiedanja’ and here
and there you see a tear and a firm hug. After
saying goodbye to family and friends, 150
enthusiastic young people – mostly teenagers
and a few young families – look forward to a
hopeful future.
On September 1, they will fly from Ukraine to
Israel to attend high school. And what happens
after that? Taking the step to stay in Israel
permanently is an easy one to make for most
young people.

>> Preparation and Assistance
The first explorative steps were taken in
Ukraine a few years ago. The Jewish Agency
started to look for interested and able
teenagers who would want to do their
secondary schooling Na’aleh in Israel.
This is a unique opportunity for Ukrainian
parents and children. This way parents can
provide their children with a proper education.
In this country a good education is not a given,
especially in the war-torn eastern part. But,
obviously, there are conditions attached. The
most important is that parents must give their
consent and, in conjunction with a
psychologist, it must be established that both
the children and parents will be able to handle
the separation.
Christians for Israel Ukraine, led by Koen
Carlier, has been intimately involved in the
whole process from the start. Koen and his
colleagues accompanied the children and their
parents to the embassy, leant a hand in
completing the required papers and
documents, transported the teenagers to do
the entry exams, and they often spoke about

and, repetitively, discussed the implications
with the families.

>> Warm Welcome
Because there are so many teenagers this year
who will start school in Israel, Christians for
Israel, together with Ebenezer, has organised
two charter flights: one from the capitol Kiev,
and one from the east of Ukraine. On
Thursday 1 September, the teenagers will
depart for Israel to attend school and begin
their new life. A warm welcome awaits them in
Tel Aviv where they will be greeted by Premier
Netanyahu, Nathan Sharansky, the chairman
of the Jewish Agency and the Minister of
Integration, Mr. Landver.

>> Did You Know...
That a child must be at least thirteen years
and eight months old to partake in the Na’aleh
programme?
Ÿ That the duration of the program is three
to four years, depending on the child’s age?
Ÿ Na’aleh means ‘Aliyah for the parents’?
Ÿ That parents often decide to make Aliyah
when their children decide to remain in Israel?
Ÿ

>> Help Jews Come Home
It costs €135/US $160 to help one Ukrainian
Jew to return to Israel. Will you help?
Donations can be made on our website:
www.c4israel.org/c4i/projects/help_jews_come
_home. All amounts are most welcome and
very much appreciated.

With great expectation, people look forward to
their holidays. It makes no difference whether
they stay at home or travel to a holiday
destination near or far. This, also, is true for
children in Ukraine. But due to the continuing
war in the south eastern part of the country,
inflation, unemployment and rising food
prices, many will have to simply stay home… or
not?

We would like to offer a holiday at sea to
300 children, partly from war zone
Lugansk, for 21 days.
The costs are €10 | US $12 | AUS $16 | NZ $17
per day per child. It is important for these
children to get away from the war-zone, and
that the younger children are accompanied by
their mothers. You might wonder why they
don’t just go to Israel. We ask the same
question, but in every family or situation there
might be a delay in departure for various
reasons. They include: incomplete official
documentation, men serving in the army and
elderly and sickly Jewish people who are
unable to leave and are dependent on the care
of their children/grandchildren.
In association with the Jewish Agency, we will
tell the children about Israel, and the teenagers
about the many possibilities to study in Israel
with an Aliyah/return study program. Good
information is important.
Please support the summer camps for Jewish
(orphan) children in Ukraine. All donations are
welcome!

>> Follow the Journey
You will be able to follow the actual account of
these young people’s journey – the departure
from Ukraine to their arrival in Israel - on our
website and Facebook page.
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