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Hi there, and welcome 
to our June edition of 
Israel and Christians 
Today. I trust you are 
surviving the torrential 
rains here in New 
Zealand, and are 
somewhere warm and 
dry as you read this. 

Thank you so much for joining us.

The events on the Gaza border continue 
to dominate the news, with at least four 
major rocket attacks launched at Israel 
from Gaza in recent days. The news 
media, somewhat predictably, were largely 
silent. Here in New Zealand our Prime 
Minister was deafeningly silent, further 
confirming her position of apparently 
only ever criticising Israel. We pray for 
those suffering in this conflict regardless 
of which side of a fence they may live on, 
but we pray also for the leadership of our 
country, that they might be prepared to 
look past the propaganda and come to a 
full understanding of the true situation in 
Israel.

It was a great privilege to be invited to 
join the Israeli Ambassador to NZ at the 
Yom Ha’atzmaut (Independence Day) 
celebrations in Wellington in April. It was 
a wonderful evening of musical 
performance as well as celebration of 
some of the many contributions Israel has 
made to the world through technology 

and innovation, science and medicine. 
The Embassy put on quite a show 
featuring Israeli violinist Shlomo Mintz, 
cellist Inbal Megiddo, and with national 
anthems performed by Pasquale Orchard 
(see photos of the event on page 5). It was 
wonderful to represent Christians for 
Israel New Zealand and, together with 
leaders of several other Christian 
organisations, offer our support and 
congratulations. 

May brought several significant events, in 
particular a number of celebrations up 
and down the country in celebration of 
the 70th anniversary of Israeli 
independence (May 15th on the Gregorian 
calendar). The Auckland event even made 
the news due to the threats and 
subsequent attempts to disrupt the 
celebrations, by protesters. Listening to 
their deeply misguided rhetoric served 
only to encourage and motivate us in our 
mission to inform as many people as 
possible of the truth about Israel. I shared 
from the stage at the Auckland event how 
much I appreciated living in a country 
where we are each free to have an 
opinion, however misguided; where we 
are free even to protest and share our 
position with others - peacefully. The 
group, no matter how much noise they 
made, were no real disruption at all, 
serving only to strengthen the resolve of 
those gathered for the celebration. It was 

a great occasion, and a real pleasure to 
join with the Jewish community and 
support the event. There is an interesting 
irony in that Israel is really the only 
country in the Middle East where one can 
hold such differing opinions without 
fearing for one’s life. In a further irony 
however, at around the same time as the 
protesters were blaming Israel for pretty 
much everything, a delegation of 28 
business leaders from New Zealand and 
Australia were on a hugely successful visit 
to Israel for the Agritech conference and a 
tour of the agricultural technology sector.

It was also a great privilege to be able to 
see the documentary ‘Ben Gurion-The 
Epilogue’ as a part of the DocEdge 
International Documentary Film Festival. 
With two showings in Wellington and a 
further two in Auckland, the 70-minute 
documentary played to full-houses. The 
Embassy of Israel sponsored filmmaker 
Yariv Mozer’s attendance at the festival, 
and he ably answered questions from the 
audience at the conclusion of the film. As 
seems to be happening with increasing 
regularity, protestors - supposedly in the 
name of ‘peace’ – tried to hijack the first 
Auckland showing (as they had in 
Wellington). Not satisfied with handing 
out brochures at the theatre doors, they 
let off ‘stink bombs’, threw pamphlets at 
the audience, attempted to shout over the 
film and engaged in other childish, 

disruptive antics. Fortunately security and 
the Police responded efficiently and 
removed the annoying individuals, 
quickly allowing the audience to return to 
what was a brilliant documentary.

Much to the shame of most New 
Zealanders, this ridiculous behaviour was 
reported in the news media in Israel. Far 
from our preferred image of a country of 
freedom – even freedom to hold differing 
opinions – New Zealand is fast moving 
towards a new reputation, one where we 
join the ranks of so many other countries 
around the world in blatant anti-
Semitism. 

You may have seen the full-page article in 
the nationwide newspapers on May 15th – 
Israeli Independence Day. Written by our 
friend Ps. Nigel Woodley (Flaxmere 
Christian Fellowship, Ebenezer), Christians 
for Israel NZ were able to support this 
bold move, in the interests of not only 
expressing our support for Israel but also 
hoping to help inform even one or two 
readers across the country. Feel free to 
contact the Christians for Israel NZ office 
if you missed this, we can send you a copy.

Thank you for joining with us in 
supporting Israel. Thank you also for 
working with us as we strive to inform 
and educate the people of New Zealand 
with the truth.
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In April, Jewish communities around the 
world commemorated Yom HaShoah, 
Holocaust Remembrance Day; we 
attended a service at Beth Israel 
Synagogue in Auckland. The 
commemoration was confronting and 
challenging. Every year, we listen to the 
stories of survivors and their children and 
grandchildren; every year we find 
ourselves in collision with an awful reality:

Without the Church’s cowardice and 
complicity, the Holocaust could not 
have taken place. 

Appallingly, the seeds of Jew-hatred were 
planted, nurtured, transplanted and 
propagated throughout the history of the 
Christian Church, in all parts of Europe, 
and all over the ‘Christian’ West. Without 
the craven capitulation and willing 
participation of the institutional church 
and individual Christians, Hitler’s insanity 
could never have reached beyond the 
borders of his own tormented mind. But 
cowardice and complicity were not 
lacking; Hitler’s obsession became the 
Church’s greatest shame, and European 
Jewry was almost obliterated.

Some say, ‘but that was long ago. The world 
has changed. The Church has changed.’

Perhaps! But consider this: In the late 
1950’s and through the 1960’s, Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn assembled his Gulag 
Archipelago. In it he wrote these words: 

“In keeping silent about evil, in burying it so 
deep within us that no sign of it appears on 
the surface, we are implanting it, and it will 
rise a thousandfold in the future.”

Was he prescient? Perhaps! Then 
consider:

The extent to which antisemitism was 
buried following the Holocaust and yet 
now, in our time and our country, it is 
rising a thousandfold… the old Jew-hatred 
walks hand in hand with the new hatred - 
hatred of the Jewish State. We see it, 
shockingly, in extensive and deeply rooted 
antisemitism within the UK Labour Party; 
in Polish legislation which restricts the 
way in which the Holocaust can be 
discussed; in the previous NZ 
Government’s co-sponsorship of UNSC 
Resolution 2334; in the hypocrisy of the 
current Minister of Foreign Affairs, who 
vociferously rebuked the National-led 
Government for its actions, but 
enthusiastically endorsed his own 
government’s condemnation of the US 
move to recognise Jerusalem as Israel’s 

capital; we see it in Green Party co-leader 
Marama Davidson and her bizarre 
behaviour and bigoted comments 
regarding Jewish-Israeli issues.  

But most chillingly, we see the old-new 
Jew-hatred becoming a kind of cause du 
jour in otherwise disparate sections of the 
Church; this virulent, anti-Israel rhetoric 
and ardent support for the BDS movement 
is underpinned and nourished, as always, 
by the toxicity of replacement theology.

Many find it all too easy to look back and 
condemn the mid-20th-century European 
church. But perhaps we should refrain; 
perhaps instead we should look closely at 
ourselves and at our readiness to stand 

true, strong and brave when the evil that 
was buried, and which is now rising a 
thousandfold, reaches its maturity. 

When it bears fruit, and it surely will, 
when that fruit is ready for harvest, and 
harvest time will come, will we be ready? 
What kind of Christian individuals, 
Christian families, Christian communities 
will we be? Will we be cowed by 
widespread international opprobrium 
towards the Jewish State? 

If we encounter hostility, aggression or 
violence because we support Jewish self-
determination and advocate for the right 
of Jews to live in their own state and forge 
their own future, how will we respond? 
The Church has nearly always failed the 
Jewish people; will we fail too?

Remember, although courage is revealed 
in a crisis, it is not forged there. While 
integrity, character, the ability to discern 
good from evil and to act accordingly, are 
revealed in times of crisis, they are not 
forged there. The fire that forges 
character, the fire that makes us brave and 
true, is the purifying fire of the Holy 
Spirit; He works in the lives of Christians 
who are deeply surrendered to the will of 
the Father; He empowers us to truly and 
thoroughly reckon ourselves ‘crucified with 
Christ’.

We encourage you all to join with us in 
preparing to stand… so that when we have 
done it all, we will still be standing.

Reflecting on Yom HaShoah
By Arthur and Sue Comery

Photo: Oleg Volovik

Some say, ‘but that was long ago. 
The world has changed. The 
Church has changed.’ Perhaps!

In the late 1930s, Jewish refugees from 
Hitler’s Germany were particularly 
keen to migrate to New Zealand. 
However, New Zealand restricted their 
entry, and only 1,100 actually arrived. 
One who did was Hans Johnson, my 
father, pictured above with his parents, 
before leaving for New Zealand in 1938. 

Hans Johnson (Jottkowitz was his 
original name) wrote this story in the 
last few months of his life as a 
contribution towards a Jewish 
holocaust feature for our synagogue 
newsletter. Hans Johnson died on 17 
March 2002, aged 83. Here is his story...

It was Friday 10 November 1938 when I 
made my way to a London hotel to join 

fellow Jews to travel by sea to Canada, 
onto New Zealand and Australia. Posters 
of the afternoon papers shouted, 
‘Synagogues burning’ and ‘Pogrom in 
progress’. Thus started my emigration to 
New Zealand. 

It had begun in Berlin around Pesach 
(Passover) when my entry permit to New 
Zealand had arrived. Full of joy, my 
parents and I set out to book a passage to 
travel in a couple of months’ time, but 
after going from shipping office to 
shipping office, it was plain that 
November would be the earliest booking I 
could get with Canadian Pacific Railways. 

Suddenly, in September, Hitler decided to 
liberate the Sudeten Germans in 
Czechoslovakia, and for several weeks it 
looked very much like war. To get a transit 
visa for England for me, my parents 
decided to pay for my ticket there and 
then, but Canadian Pacific refused to 
accept our payment. By the end of 
September, with the Munich conference 
and the agreement that the Sudetenland 

would be handed over to Germany, the 
threat of war was removed. 

Then, at the beginning of October, it was 
decreed that all passports issued to Jews 
must be endorsed with a ‘J’. To get this 
stamp, you had to go from office to office, 
endlessly queue and produce documents, 
until after many days the passport was 
duly stamped. 

A fortnight before my intended departure, 
a postcard arrived out of the blue, 
requiring me to go, with my passport, to a 
Gestapo office at police headquarters. I 
was signed in before being allowed to pass 
through the iron grille guarding the 
passageway leading to the offices. When I 
handed my passport to the Gestapo 
officer, he immediately barked at me, 
‘That’s invalid’. I replied, ‘No it has the J 
stamp’. He then became quite friendly, 
discussing foreign countries I had visited. 
I left Germany as planned on Sunday 5 
November 1938, by air for London, 
therefore dodging possible harassment by 
the Nazis at the German-Dutch border. 

It was a dreary departure from Liverpool. 
Within a day or two, we discovered there 
were 200 of us onboard, 180 travelling to 
Australia, and 20 to New Zealand. As this 
was an unpopular November crossing, 
there were few other passengers onboard. 
Nevertheless, this was our first taste of 
English shipboard life – screenings of 
films we could scarcely follow, housie 
sessions and so on. The ship’s daily news 
chronicled continued outrages in 
Germany which depressed us even more. 

When we docked at Quebec, the media 
became aware that a boat with a large 
contingent of Jews bound for Australia 
and New Zealand had arrived. Reporters 
met us from various newspapers and radio 
stations; they all wanted interviews but 
we didn’t want to give one as most of us 
had left relatives behind. 

As our train travelled across Canada, there 
were crowds of well-wishers at each stop. 

Hans Johnson: Holocaust Survivor 
Contributed by Hans Johnson’s daughter, Naomi Johnson, of Auckland. Published with permission from the Holocaust Centre of New Zealand 

Continued on page 3...
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Russian Jews who had come to Canada at 
the beginning of the century drove for 
hundreds of miles through the snow and 
ice to meet the train. We were awakened 
in the middle of the night to shake hands 
and accept gifts. For three days and 
nights, we were big news. 

Leaving Vancouver was very different 
from leaving Liverpool. This was the 

Christmas sailing of the ‘Aorangi’ for New 
Zealand, full of tourists returning home. 
Although we still stayed together, we were 
absorbed into the shipboard life. We 
docked at Auckland on a Sunday evening 
in December to be met by Rabbi Astor and 
members of the Jewish community. 

I boarded a train for Wellington, where 
waiting for me on the station was Hedi 
Ruben, my cousin Margot Hirsh and sons. 

It was then that I learnt that my father, 
like so many others, had been put into a 
concentration camp. My mother visited 
the same Gestapo office that I had been to 
earlier to plead for his release but had 
been unsuccessful. I tried to get an entry 
permit into New Zealand for my parents 
but again had no success. This meant they 
had to endure forced labour in Berlin, 
deportation to Theresienstadt and finally 

death in Auschwitz, in what we thought 
was December 1944. 

We later learnt that it was October, not 
December that my parents had died. But 
for some years, although December was 
the anniversary of the beginning of my 
new life in New Zealand, ironically I also 
remembered it as the month of the 
yahrzeit (death anniversary) of my parents.

In April, Israelis began a series of events in 
celebration of 70 years of statehood since 
the Declaration of the Establishment of 
the State of Israel in 1948.

While New Zealand’s relationship with 
Israel has in recent years been frosty, 
history reveals a relationship that was not 
always so fraught. Indeed, this region of 
the Middle East has held a special place in 
the Kiwi imagination.

From as early as 1903, groups were 
established in New Zealand to support the 
‘upbuilding of Palestine’, as it was then 
known. The land was under the control of 
the Ottoman Empire and although there 
had always been Jewish presence there, 
from the 19th century Jews began 
returning in greater numbers, largely in 
response to the persecution they were 
suffering in Russia and Eastern Europe.

Many thousands emigrated to America 
and a few found their way to New 
Zealand. The return to Palestine was 
enabled by the liberalisation of land laws 
under the Ottomans, which opened the 
way for private land purchase. During this 
period countries like France, Germany 
and Russia purchased land and built 
churches in the ‘Holy Land’.

New Zealand’s Jewish community 
maintained close ties with fellow Jews on 
the other side of the world. This 
connection was strengthened through 

familial ties, synagogue affiliations, travel, 
and letters, newspapers and magazines. It 
was in the context of increasing 
awareness of Jewish suffering in Russia 
and Eastern Europe that support for a 
Jewish homeland grew.

World War I had a massive impact on 
New Zealand and many young men found 
themselves serving in the Middle East. Of 
those who served in Palestine, many came 
home with a commitment to that land 
and its people.

Some remarkable Zionist activities took 
place during the 1920s. The New Zealand 
Women’s Zionist Organisation, led by 
Simone Nathan, established Plunket-
styled infant welfare centres in Tel Aviv, 
whose services catered for Jewish and 
Arab mothers and babies. Plunket’s 
methods were innovative and New 
Zealand Jewish women led the way in 
establishing the movement here and 
promoting it overseas.

At pivotal moments in the upbuilding of a 
Jewish homeland, New Zealand gave its 
full support.

Prime Minister William Massey was 
involved in the Paris Peace Conference of 
1919 which dealt with the post-war chaos 
in Europe. He had great sympathy for the 
Jewish aspiration to establish a homeland 
and used his influence at the conference 
to champion the cause.

After the devastation of World War II, as 
the horrors of the Holocaust emerged, 
Prime Minister Peter Fraser affirmed his 
commitment to the Jewish community.

New Zealand voted for the 1947 partition 
plan to divide Palestine into two states; 
one for the Jews and the other for the 
Arabs. The Jewish people faced enormous 
obstacles as they struggled to establish a 
refuge in their historic homeland. 
Remarkably they succeeded in draining 
the malaria-infested swamps and making 
the desert bloom.

They won a defensive war in 1948 in 
which they were attacked by five 

surrounding Arab nations and then 
absorbed hundreds of thousands of Jewish 
refugees from Arab lands following the 
war. Although peace has been achieved 
with Egypt and Jordan there is still much 
work to do in finding common ground 
with other neighbours.

Though Israel now leads the world in 
start-up companies and innovative 
technologies it still faces existential 
challenges. But in spite of all the 
difficulties Israelis - Jews, Arabs and other 
ethnic groups - thrive, embrace life and 
enjoy a vibrant and dynamic society.

Exploring the Kiwi Connection 
as Israel Turns 70  By Sheree Trotter, courtesy of New Zealand Herald

Celebration with the Jewish Community held on Auckland’s waterfront, 
marking the 70th Anniversary of Israel’s establishment

 Israel is a 70 year-old country that has 
prided itself on its oranges and citrus 
for well over a century. And now the OR 
- short for Orange, but also meaning 
‘light’ in Hebrew - has now become the 
favorite in the Start-Up/Jaffa Nation.

The citrus industry epitomises the history 
of Zionism, the development and the 
history of the State of Israel.  At the turn 
of the 20th century, the citrus branch was 

the backbone of the emergent Zionist 
reclamation. 

Until the mid-1970s, Israel had a strong 
agricultural orientation. The country then 
made the transition to an industrial, hi-
tech economy.  Agriculture was not 
abandoned, but was transformed along 
with the rest of the country.

The Volcani Center (ARO) development 

project, initiated in 1975, became a 
showcase for that transformation, 
producing abundant new varieties of 
citrus fruit. Perhaps its greatest success to 
date is the OR1 orange variety.  

The tasty, seedless and easy to peal ‘OR’ is 
in very high demand in many foreign 
markets, including Europe.

 

Crossing Oranges and Zionism
By Efraim Roseman, courtesy of Embassy of Israel in New Zealand 

ISRAEL 
FOCUS GROUP

www.israelfocusgroup.co.nz
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A hearty crowd turned out to Silo Park 
on Sunday 13 May to join in the 
celebration of Israel’s 70th birthday. 
Members of the Jewish, Maori, Pacific, 
Indian, Christian and Hindu communities 
united to show their support.

Despite the threat of a downpour and of 
an anti-Israel group determined to disrupt 
proceedings with a ‘wall of noise’, as well 
competition with Mothers’ Day events, a 
good number came, from as far afield as 
Christchurch, Wellington, Hamilton and 
Whangarei.

The cacophony provided a backdrop to 
the rally, which in an ironic way added to 
the atmosphere. It became a talking point 
throughout the proceedings, with 
speakers celebrating the fact that we have 
freedom in New Zealand to protest and to 
hold rallies. The caterwauling 
demonstrated the contrast between those 
who wish to dialogue and discuss the 
difficult issues and those who simply 
prefer to shut down debate. The protest 
also highlighted why such rallies in 

support of Israel are important and that 
those who stand for truth and justice in 
the Middle East must stand strong in the 
face of opposition.

Quite what the protestors thought they 
were achieving is unclear. They failed to 
shut down the rally and certainly gained 
no followers with their infantile behaviour. 
Most on-lookers concluded they should 
just ‘grow up’. Although for the most part, 
the tactics of the group appeared 
immature and pathetic, some of their 
activities were more sinister. One member 
of the Jewish community received 
anonymous intimidatory phone calls from 
two different individuals seeking to stop 
him from attending the event. These 
techniques stood in contrast to the values 
that were highlighted at the Israel rally: 
tolerance, respect and dialogue.

After a rousing sounding of the shofar by 
Leonard Bloksberg, a member of the 
Jewish community, Ngati Whatua 
representative Tawhiri Littlejohn opened 
the proceedings with a karakia followed 
by waiata tautoko from Jenny Matheson. 

The Māori contingent attended an 
indigenous conference in Israel last year 
and Littlejohn declared the support for 
Israel by many Māori across the nation. It 
was evident that many in the audience 
had been to Israel, seen for themselves 
and concluded that the picture presented 
by the media and propagated so fiercely 
by anti-Israel groups was indeed false.

MP Honourable Alfred Ngaro reflected on 
his own connection with Israel through 
his Jewish grandmother. He also 
referenced the battles fought by New 
Zealanders in (then) Palestine in World 
War One, that proved significant for 
winning the war. New Zealand blood, 
spilled on that soil represented another 
important tie to Israel. Ngaro also 
acknowledged that New Zealand’s system 
of government was built on the Judeo-
Christian values birthed in Israel.

Roy Kaunds of the Indian Association of 
New Zealand affirmed his group’s 
solidarity with Israel. He relayed the 

history of India’s strong ties with Israel 
which went back 3,000 years to the time 
of Esther. Following the 70AD dispersal of 
Jews from Israel, Jewish communities 
became established in India where they 
thrived and never faced discrimination, as 
they did in other places. Kaunds related 
that Israel and India faced the same 
problems, same friends, same enemies, 
same issues and same aspirations. He 
stated that Israel is the only country that 
has acknowledged India’s contribution in 
World War One, with a monument in 
Haifa, and is the only country that has 
helped India deal with its problems with 
terrorism. He further stated, “We 
completely support the right of Israel to 
choose Jerusalem as its capital. Jerusalem 
was the capital of Israel 3,000 years ago and 
it should be the capital of Israel. All the 
stakeholders should continue to recognise 
the Jewish legitimacy to the land.”

Bryce Turner, Christians for Israel, 
congratulated Israel on 70 years of 
independence on behalf of pro-Israel 
groups throughout the country. Turner 

stated that even though the clanging 
drums of the noisemakers was 
intimidating, he was grateful to live in a 
free country where justice still prevails. 
Justice was what he sought for Israel. He 
stated, “We seek for Israel the right to be 
treated fairly and not to be singled out. We 
seek for Israel the right to choose its own 
capital. We seek for Israel the right to not be 
pushed around by every little clique and 
group in the United Nations.”

No-one avoided the fact that Israel was 
not perfect, however the message was 
conveyed that we have enough faults of 
our own to face. Turner stated, “We are 
not in a position to be calling the kettle 
black. We have far too many injustices of our 
own that we need to be working through.”

Sheree Trotter, speaking as an indigenous 
person from Te Arawa, pointed out that 
Israel is surrounded by hostile Iranian-
backed terrorist entities, intent on wiping 
her off the map; Hezbollah in the north, 
Hamas in the South, various groups in 
Syria, all with Israel in its sights. As a tiny 
nation about half the size of Canterbury, 
the Jewish state could be destroyed with 
one nuclear bomb and had every right and 
indeed a duty to take seriously the need to 
defend her citizens. Trotter affirmed the 
indigenous connection shared with Jews, 
whose connection to the land went back 
more than 3,000 years. Although evicted 
from their homeland, Jews always kept a 
presence in the land. Those who 
remained in the wāhi tapu (sacred places) 
kept ahi kā (title to land through occupation 
by a group), retaining the mana whenua 

(authority over land or territory).

Neveh Shimi and Alana Jacobson-Pepere 
spoke as representatives of Habonim Dror 
Aotearoa, a movement that provides a 
home for Jewish youth across the country. 
They spoke of the goal of their 
organisation; to keep Jewish culture alive 
in the diaspora, while maintaining a 
strong connection to their homeland in 
Israel and affirmed the important role 
Israel plays in their Jewish identity.

Rob Berg of the Zionist Federation of 
New Zealand congratulated Netta on 
wining the Eurovision contest amidst 
much opposition from BDS and rejoiced 
that next year the contest would be held 
in Jerusalem. Given the over-riding 
misconception about what Zionism 
means, Berg defined Zionism as “…the 
belief in the self-determination of Jewish 
people in their ancient homeland.” He 
stated, “It’s the only successful liberation 
movement of its kind. It’s an inclusive 
movement that promotes peace and 
tolerance. It’s a legitimate movement and it 
needs to be celebrated.”

MC Ashley Church of the Israel Institute 
of New Zealand kept the tone of 
proceedings upbeat, and summed up the 
day: “Despite the concerted efforts to drown 
out the celebration the day was an 
outstanding success with great weather, 
good numbers, exceptional speakers and an 
undeniable air of goodwill and optimism. 
Kiwi support for Israel is alive and well and 
won’t be undermined by bullies or those who 
peddle misinformation and antisemitism.”

thKiwis Celebrate Israel’s 70  Birthday
Courtesy of Israel Institute of New Zealand

These techniques stood in contrast 
to the values that were highlighted 
... tolerance, respect and dialogue.



“I will bless those who bless you, and 
whoever curses you I will curse…”

Those words in Genesis 12:3 are the ‘John 
3:16’ of Christian Zionists like myself. Just 
as John 3:16 offers eternal life to those who 
will believe, so Genesis 12:3 offers a blessing 
to those who will bless. The call of this 
scripture is to bless Abraham - now 
through his descendants. There are not 
just two types of people mentioned here - 
namely those who will bless Abraham and 
those who will curse Abraham. Obscured 
in this verse is the third type of person - 
he who will neither bless nor curse 
Abraham, i.e. the indifferent. To bless or 

to curse Israel is something we will do 
intentionally. To do neither is something 
we would normally do unintentionally.

But the blessing is only promised to those 
who will intentionally go out of their way 
to bless the descendants of Abraham - the 
Jewish people and their nation-state Israel. 
The promised blessing will not come upon 
the indifferent who would care less. This 
then poses a challenge to every Christian 
who may think, ‘But I am already blessed 
and I do not deliberately go out of my way to 
bless Israel’. Well you may be blessed as a 
Christian but first realise that whatever 
blessing you already possess, it has come 
to you by Abraham’s greatest descendant - 
Jesus Christ (Genesis 18:18; 22:18, Ephesians 
1:3). And second, think of what manner of 
blessing you may be missing out on 
because you are not deliberately blessing 
the people of Israel. Yes, you may already 
be blessed, but do you want to partake in 
the full blessing - what I call, the blessing 

of Abraham? While it is sad that many 
Christians miss out on the fullest blessing 
due to indifference, ignorance or apathy 
toward the people of Israel, yet it is very 
consoling to see that more and more 
pastors and churches in New Zealand and 

around the world are now understanding 
that one of the keys to God’s fullest 
blessing coming upon them and their 
congregations is that they choose to bless 
the people of Israel.

Blessing Israel on Purpose
By Pastor Nigel Woodley, Flaxmere Christian Fellowship, Hastings and NZ Chairman Ebenezer Operation Exodus

 

Celebrating Yom Ha’atzmaut (Israel
Independence Day) in Wellington
Photos courtesy of Embassy of Israel in New Zealand 

1. USA Ambassador Scott 
Brown with Israeli 
Ambassador Dr Itzhak 
Gerberg and his wife Shifra

2. The event featured a 
performance from world-
renowned Israeli violinist 
Shlomo Mintz

3. Chief of Protocol of the 
New Zealand Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade  
Michael Swain with 
Ambassador Dr Ithzhak 
Gerberg

4. Israeli cellist Inbal Megiddo
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2.

3.

4.
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ISRAEL STUDY TOUR 2019
With Optional Extension to Petra

NEW ZEALAND

9 March - 23 March
(Plus optional Petra extension till 27 March)

Escorted by Graham Simpson, Bryce and Eleanor Turner
of Christians for Israel New Zealand BryceGraham

Christians For Israel NZ, supported by Rhema Media, are pleased to be 
able to offer you the opportunity to join us on our next study tour to the 
Holy Land. With considerable joint experience in running tours, we have 
been able to provide outstanding value in a carefully designed itinerary 
to make your tour the greatest experience possible.

Previous tours have surpassed all expectations with many finding it just 
too difficult to name a highlight, as there were highlights every day. You 
have the incredible opportunity to travel the land where Jesus lived and 
walked. Explore biblical history and layers of civilization, the ancient to 
the modern, escorted by our experienced tour leaders and a fantastic 
Jewish guide with a profound knowledge of the Bible.

The trip of a lifetime – come join us!

HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR 15 DAY VISIT INCLUDE:

Ÿ Visit Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth

Ÿ Take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee

Ÿ An opportunity to get baptised in the River Jordan

Ÿ Float in the Dead Sea, the lowest place on earth

Ÿ Ascend the fortress mountain of Masada in the Judean Desert

Ÿ Explore the Old City of Jerusalem and walk in the footsteps of Jesus

Ÿ Walk through the amazing tunnels under The Western Wall

Ÿ Celebrate Communion at the Garden Tomb

HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR 4 DAY OPTIONAL 
PETRA EXTENSION INCLUDE:

Ÿ Enter the Red Rock City of Petra

Ÿ Explore the red desert of Wadi Ram

Ÿ Visit the Tabernacle in the Wilderness

Hello, Bula vinaka, Mālō e lelei, Halo,  Kia 
orana, Fakaalofa atu, Talofa.   

March of the
Nations in Fiji
By Lepani Makubuna, Christians 
for Israel Fiji 

Christians For Israel Fiji was privileged 
and humbled to be allowed the 
opportunity by the grace of God to 
organise a march and a public gathering 
on Friday 11 May 2018 to celebrate 
Israel's 70th anniversary in the capital 
city of Suva. Never before in the history 
of Fiji has a march of this scale for the 
nation of Israel been organised and we 
can say that it was a tremendous 
success!

The march was attended by over a 
thousand people consisting of young 
and old, church leaders, believers of 
various denominations and school 
children.

The public procession commenced at 
10am from the main bus station all the 
way down to Sukuna Park, a central park 
in the city where the other official 
programme took place followed by 
praise and worship until 3pm. The 
parade which was at least 500 metres 
long was adorned with Israeli flags and 
t-shirts. The atmosphere was one of 
unspeakable joy and humility as 
everyone sang in one accord, shouting 
words of acclamation for Israel 
throughout the parade. Given the 
general understanding of our Christian 
roots and inheritance that came through 
the Jewish people and the land of Israel, 
there were tears of joy as people 
celebrated this milestone event with 
singing and dancing glorifying our God, 
the God of Israel.

The programme included the singing of 
Fiji's national anthem and the Hatikva, 
Israel’s national anthem, and blowing 
the shofar. Our main guest speaker was 
Pacific Islands Advisor to the Pacific 

from the Embassy of Israel in Canberra, 
Australia, Yaron Sultan Dadon who 
delivered an inspirational speech to the 
people.

We thank and give praise to our God for 
his faithfulness in seeing this event 
through from beginning to end, all for 
his glory and his glory alone.

What’s Happening in the

Pacific Islands 

For further information and a detailed 
itinerary, contact:

Olive Tree Travel 
Toll free NZ: 0800 874 867
Email: steven@olivetreetravel.com.au

Or visit www.c4israel.org.nz
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From the Heart of Israel
By Sondra Oster Baras, Director CFOIC Heartland Israel

The word ‘settlements’ invokes some of 
the most negative reactions amongst 
people around the world, even amongst 
those who might ordinarily support 
Israel. Unfortunately, the so-called 
settlements have become prime targets 
for Israel bashing.

In fact, ‘settlements’ are cities, towns and 
villages located in the mountainous area 
liberated by Israel in June of 1967 when 
Israel was attacked from these mountains 
by Jordan. Named the West Bank by 
Jordan, from Biblical times until today, 
this area has been referred to by Jews and 

by students of the Bible everywhere as 
Judea and Samaria. It is here that Joshua 
fought his first battles and it is here that 
the Nation of Israel entered into its first 
covenant with God in the Land of Israel, 
at the mountains of Ebal and Gerizim. It 
is here that Abraham purchased the first 
Jewish piece of real estate in Hebron. And 
it is here that Jews returned in 1967, with 
tears of joy in their eyes and cries of praise 
to God for the miraculous victory that 
enabled them to come back to the heart of 
Biblical Israel.  

I was in Israel when the first community 
was established in Kedumim, in 

December 1975 and just a few weeks later, 
I spent Shabbat in the fledgeling 
community, sleeping in a primitive tent 
and absorbing the passions and ideologies 
of a group of young Jews who changed 
history. Even as the United Nations called 
for Israel’s withdrawal from the Biblical 
heartland, the young men and women 
who founded Kedumim understood that 
settling this area was a Biblical mandate.  
As Israeli government policy embraced 
this vision, communities were established 
throughout the area. Today there are close 
to 450,000 Jews living in Judea and 
Samaria.

I have lived in Samaria for more than 30 
years and most of that time, have been 
involved in advocating for these 
communities. And for the last 20 years, 
through Christian Friends of Israeli 
Communities (CFOIC), an organisation 
that I helped found, I have been reaching 
out to Christians all over the world, 
inviting them to share the vision of 

settling the Biblical heartland. Unlike 
more secular audiences who scoff at our 
ancient claims to this land, our Christian 
friends understand our faith and reliance 
on God’s promises and relate to our 
conviction that what we are witnessing in 
Israel today is the fulfilment of the 
ancient promises of Deuteronomy 30 and 
the prophecies of Ezekiel and Amos.

One of our earliest friends and partners in 
this endeavour has been Christians for 
Israel. I first met the Dutch leadership of 
this amazing organisation in 1999 and 
since then have hosted thousands of 
Christians for Israel supporters and 

members during their visits to Israel. As 
Christians for Israel has grown, opening 
branches all over the world, I have been 
introduced to their membership and 
leadership from all over Europe, Africa, 
Asia, Australia and New Zealand.  

Educating Christians is a vital part of our 
mission, but it is not the whole story. It is 
not enough to counter the boycotts and 
condemnation with cheers of support.  
Settling in Judea and Samaria requires 
practical assistance as well. The people 
who sacrificed so much to lay claim to the 
central mountains of Israel have also gone 
out of their way to ensure that the needs 
of every member of society are met. The 
incredible humanitarian projects in this 
area require vast resources to enable them 
to continue their righteous work but most 
philanthropies around the world, 
including many Jewish ones, boycott 
these programmes because they are 
situated in areas they believe should not 
belong to Israel. 

Christians for Israel have provided funds 
for needy families, for vital protection for 
communities and children, especially 

children with special needs. Heart of 
Benjamin has always been a favourite 
project of Christians for Israel, with funds 
coming in regularly from Christians for 
Israel branches in New Zealand, Germany 
and Holland. Children with a variety of 
syndromes, mental retardation, and 
cerebral palsy have a place to gather and 
have fun during after-school and weekend 
hours. Special summer and holiday camps 
keep the children happy and busy while 
enabling their families to take a well-
deserved break from the constant care 
that these children require. And it is 
thanks to your support that these 
programmes have thrived.

We are celebrating close to two decades of 
support and cooperation between 
Christians for Israel and CFOIC 
Heartland, and it is truly a milestone for 
us all. Thank you, Christians for Israel, for 
standing so courageously for Israel.  
Thank you, Christians for Israel, for 
providing ongoing support and 
encouragement for the people who are 
building and growing Judea and Samaria.  
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We are celebrating close to two 
decades of support and cooperation 
from Christians for Israel...

Children at Heart of Benjamin

BEHOLD ISRAEL 
New Zealand Tour 2018

Amir Tsarfati

Amir Tsarfati was born in Israel and has lived there most of his life. Since fulfilling his mandatory service in the 
Israeli Defense Force, he has continued as a major in the IDF Reserve. Amir has been a tour guide in Israel for the 
last twenty years, and served as chief tour guide of Sar El Tours and CEO of Sar El Tours and Conferences. In 2001, 
he became founder and president of Behold Israel – a non-profit organisation which provides worldwide real-
time access to reliable sources of news and information about Israel from within the powerful context of Bible 
history and prophecy. Amir is married to Miriam, and together they have four children. His home overlooks the 
valley of Megiddo (Armageddon) which is a constant reminder of the call that the Lord has placed on him to 
teach from the Bible what God’s plans are for the end times.

CHRISTCHURCH  Tuesday 24 July 7pm  Calvary Chapel Christchurch... at Middleton Grange School Hall
     50 Acacia Avenue, Upper Riccarton

WELLINGTON  Wednesday 25 July 7pm  Calvary Chapel Wellington... at Naenae Primary School
     Waddington Drive, entrance off 27 Wheatley Street, Naenae

TAURANGA  Thursday 26 July 7pm  Calvary Chapel Tauranga... at Performing Art’s Centre
     Bethlehem College, 24 Elder Lane, Bethlehem

HAMILTON  Saturday 28 July 1.30pm  Calvary Chapel Hamilton... at Chapel of Christ the King
                 and 3.30pm St Paul’s Collegiate, 77 Hukanui Road, Chartwell
     Registration (for catering) at www.calvaryhamilton.co.nz/events.html

AUCKLAND  Sunday 29 July 7pm   Calvary Chapel Auckland... 7 Target Court, Glenfield

For further information, contact Wendymae by email: trethfam@maxnet.co.nz 

See Amir on YouTube - search Behold Israel. Or www.beholdisrael.org under Events



Christians for Israel’s Book Club
For more information on each book, for other books not advertised below, or to place an order, go to our website  and purchase online. Alternatively www.c4israel.org.nz

complete the coupon on the back page of this newspaper and post or email it. Please include payment or pay by internet banking (put your name as reference). 

This important book explores the Biblical 
significance of Israel and the Jewish people for 
Christians today. It looks at the concepts of 
replacement theology, election and covenants. It 
challenges the church to embrace and bless the 
Jewish people and the nation of Israel.

Jerusalem 50 Years 
Reunited

$12.50

This limited edition commemorative edition 
magazine celebrating Jerusalem 50th anniversary 
since her reunification in 1967 is beautifully 
illustrated, with in-depth articles, inspiring 
interviews, facts, time-lines and much more. A 
'must have' for everyone who has a heart for Israel.

$35

How do the Covenants made with Israel relate to 
the Biblical concept of the Kingdom of God? 
These and other questions will be answered in 
this thought-provoking book

Israel: Covenants 
& Kingdom

By Rev. Willem J J Glashouwer

Why Israel? Book, 
DVD & Study Guide

By Rev. Willem J J Glashouwer

 RRP $60
Save $25 

 50% off
One-Time Edition
Collector’s Item

The series Why Israel? Why Jerusalem? and Why End 
Times? explores the Biblical significance of Israel and 
the Jewish people for Christians today. It gives an 
inside look from a Biblical, historical and prophetic 
perspective at God’s work with Israel. 

Why Israel? Book Trilogy
By Rev. Willem J J Glashouwer

SpecialSpecialSpecial
$40
 RRP $60
Save $20 

SpecialSpecialSpecial

Bookclub08

$10
 RRP $15
Save $5

SpecialSpecialSpecial
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Gentile Christians owe a great debt to 
the Jews that were faithful to God. 
Everyone knows our Saviour, Jesus the 
Messiah, chose to be identified as a Jew, 
but also...

1). Jesus not only called Himself ‘the light 
of the world’, but called His Jewish 
disciples the ‘light of the world’ too, (Matt. 
5:14), and said to the Samaritan woman, 
“Salvation is from the Jews”. 

2). There’s the ‘Old’ Testament obviously, 
where Jews spoke God’s Word so 
faithfully that it endangered their lives, 
imprisoned others, tortured others and 
had some in hiding. (Hebrews 11 provides 
a list of some of those faithful stewards.) 

3). Then there’s the New Testament;- 
a). Jewish believers authored the ‘New’ 

Testament too, (except Luke, writing 
Luke and Acts), but it was mainly to 
Jews that God entrusted His Word to 
be written for us.  
b). The faithfulness of those New 
Testament Jewish authors cost them 
their lives, (except John, and he suffered 
badly enough to need disciples to carry 
him in later life.) Even when Luke and 
Acts were written by a Gentile, it was 
in order write to a Gentile legal 
official on behalf of a Jewish prisoner, 
Paul, who was on trial for preaching 
and writing God’s Word. Second time 
around Paul was beheaded.
c). The Apostles were Jews who 
witnessed to Gentiles initially. It cost 
many of them their lives. We all know 
of Paul, but Thomas was martyred as 

far away as southern India.
d). Jewish believers like Stephen 
sacrificed their lives from the very 
start, standing up to religious leaders. 
Saul went to work for the Pharisees 
and Sadducees, rounding up believing 
Jews. 
e). Jews became the initial leaders. 

i). 500 Jews who followed Jesus that 
we know of in the early church, 1 
Cor. 15:6. 
ii). 3,000 Jews came to faith in 
Jerusalem when they there for the 
Jewish feast of Pentecost, (meaning 
‘50’ in Greek), Acts 2:41. 
iii). 5,000 Jewish men believing 
after Peter preached, (Acts 4:4. iv). 
Paul’s missions brought ‘many 10s 
of 1,000s’ of Jews to faith. They 

would have been the  early church 
leaders, Acts 21:20.

Jewish Apostles (Acts 15) stood up for the 
Gentiles in the Council of Jerusalem, 
against Jewish leaders. Jewish believers 
were the initial church teachers because 
they knew the Scriptures. They worked 
sacrificially, even to the point where they 
could say, “Silver and gold have I none, but 
what I have, I give you. Get up and walk.” 
Or in another place, say, “I preached the 
gospel free of charge”, 2 Cor.11:7. Without 
the work of the Jews that remained 
faithful to God, we wouldn’t even have 
the Bible. The Jews that were faithful to 
God were almost the only people on earth 
who God entrusted with the writing of 
His word.  (For more, see advert below).

By John Dunning, Managing Trustee, Inspirational Media

Christians for Israel New Zealand 
produces two publications on a bi-
monthly cycle. Our main publication is 
Israel & Christians Today, a bi-monthly 
12-page newspaper that is distributed 
internationally, and it’s FREE.

Within this newspaper, is an 8-page insert 
that is written especially for New 
Zealanders and the South Pacific. It 
features articles from New Zealand and 
South Pacific authors and speakers, plus 
‘down-under’ based news.

ReflectioNZ,  is a bi-monthly 4-page 
newsletter that is distributed around New 
Zealand and the South Pacific - FREE. It 
features specialised news from our team 
in New Zealand, including upcoming 
events and points of interest.   

The distribution of these two publications 
has been carefully scheduled so that you 
receive news from us at Christians for 
Israel New Zealand on a monthly basis. 
Historical publications are also on our 
website.

Our Bi-Monthly Publications


