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Jojo Rabbit - A Lesson in How Hate is Taught
n Emily Burack
Jewish Telegraphic Agency
Abridged by Managing Director

Jojo Rabbit sounds like a ﬁlm that is
diﬃcult to pull oﬀ amid the state of rising
anti-Semitism in 2019. It’s a comedy set
during the Holocaust about a 10-year-old
German boy being brainwashed by Nazi
ideology and his imaginary friend, a playful
version of Hitler who likes to dance.
But before you get outraged or assume it
downplays the horrors of the Holocaust,
like multiple critics have argued already,
take a deep breath: Jojo Rabbit is a very
good movie with a meaningful message.
The ﬁlm is written and directed by Taika
Waititi, a Maori Jew , who also stars as
Hitler. His version of Hitler is the
imaginary projection of a boy named Jojo
who is set on joining the Hitler Youth. Jojo
discovers early on that his mom is hiding a
Jewish girl in their attic. The two kids
develop an unlikely friendship, and their
relationship is at the heart of the ﬁlm.
Though the movie is set during the
twilight of Hitler’s reign in Germany, Jojo is
still trained to hate, and the impact of the
Nazi ideology on the young boy is clear. He
believes ardently in the anti-Semitic
conspiracy theories about Jews, and that
only begins to change when he befriends
Elsa, the Jewish girl in the attic. But Jojo is
vulnerable at his core and just wants to be
one of the cool kids. In World War II
Germany, they happened to be the Nazis.
The premise of the ﬁlm – a boy who
believes in Nazi ideology begins to learn
that Jews are human – and the fact that the
viewer feels for this shamelessly Nazi boy
feels absurd. Yet it’s absolutely necessary

Davis, Waititi and Johansson in Jojo Rabbit: good battles evil at the family dinner table

viewing. Not because we need to learn Jews
are human, but because we must be
reminded of how easy it is for children to
be indoctrinated into hate. Taika Waititi
calls t he ﬁlm an ‘anti-hate satire.’

Zealand, there’s been prejudice against
Maori people. I did experience that
growing up, and I learned to kind of brush
it oﬀ, which is not a great thing, but you
do what you have to do.

“I experienced a certain level of prejudice
growing up as a Maori Jew,” he says.
Making the ﬁlm in 2019 “has been a
reminder, that we need to educate our
kids about tolerance and continue to
remind ourselves that there’s no place in
this world for hate. Children are not born
with hate, they are trained to hate.”

“Still, I think I wound up subverting a lot
of these feelings into comedy. That’s why I
feel very comfortable poking fun at the
people who think it’s clever to hate
someone for who they are.”

Throughout it all, the viewer is never
allowed to forget that Jojo is a 10-year-old.
These are kids, they can still be taught the
power of love and acceptance.
Waititi drew upon his own background to
create the ﬁlm. He grew up in Raukokore,
New Zealand. His mom is Russian Jewish,
and his dad is Maori.
“Most of the prejudice I’ve experienced
has been because of the colour of my
skin,” he explains. “Traditionally in New

In that sense, he is following in the
footsteps of Mel Brooks. “If you can reduce
Hitler to something laughable, you win,”
the famed Jewish comedian once said.
Waititi cast himself as Hitler after a
frustrating search. When he started
ﬁlming, he wrote on Twitter, “What better
way to insult Hitler than having him
portrayed by a Maori Jew?”
Jojo Rabbit isn’t trying to be a typical
Holocaust ﬁlm. It’s about understanding
what makes people hate – how they are
taught so early to hate – and truly
laughing at them.
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Jewish Kitchen
Shakshuka

NZ PM Distances Herself
from Online Hate Group
n Israel Institute of NZ

Shakshuka is one of Israelis’ most loved
foods. The dish, which was brought to
Israel by Jewish immigrants from
North Africa, traditionally consists of
spiced stewed tomatoes topped with
poached eggs. Now a staple on the
menus of coﬀee shops and restaurants
around the country, modern
interpretations augment the sauce
with all sorts of vegetables, cheeses or
meats, including eggplant, kale, feta or
sausage.
Serve alongside good bread to mop up
the sauce and egg yolks.
Ingredients
¼ cup chopped fresh ﬂat-leaf parsley
(optional)
1 cup cubed tofu or feta (optional)
6 eggs
2 tsp tomato paste
¼ cup vegetable oil
6 cloves garlic, roughly diced
2 tsp salt, or to taste
1 tsp sweet paprika
1kg fresh tomatoes, unpeeled and cut
in quarters, or two 400gm cans of
tomatoes
Directions
Place the tomatoes, garlic, salt,
paprika, tomato paste, and vegetable
oil in a small saucepan. Bring to a
simmer and cook, uncovered, over low
heat until thick, for about 30 minutes,
stirring occasionally.
Ladle the tomato sauce into a greased
frying pan. Bring to a simmer and
break the eggs over the tomatoes.
Gently break the yolks with a fork. If
adding feta, tofu, and parsley, sprinkle
them on top. Cover and continue to
cook for about 3 to 4 minutes, until
the eggs are set. Bring the frying pan
directly to the table. Set it on a trivet
and spoon out the shakshuka.

At the start of October, the Israel Institute
of New Zealand (IINZ) exposed antisemitic
material within a Facebook group of New
Zealand based anti-Israel group Kia Ora
Gaza. This included posts that compared
Israel to Nazi Germany, comments that
dehumanised Jews, and open support for
terror against Israeli citizens.
IINZ has now found that four New
Zealand members of parliament,
including the Prime Minister, were part of
the Facebook group where anti-Semitism
was posted and tolerated.
This is concerning as being involved with
antisemitic groups online was one of the
ﬁrst signs the UK Labour anti-Semitism
crisis and part of the reason the UK Labour
Party is being investigated by the UK
Equality and Human Rights Commission.
Just like the initial reaction of the UK
Labour party, the leader of Kia Ora Gaza,
Roger Fowler, denied the material on his
Facebook group page was anti-Semitic,
though did admit to a “serious problem”
of anti-Semitism within the “international
and local solidarity movement” and that
his moderators were “continuously try to
eradicate this vile rubbish”.
The Israel Institute of New Zealand is
aware that Kia Ora Gaza moderators have
deleted comments and blocked people
who post pro-Israel messages or challenge
assertions made on the page. Yet the
dozens of examples of anti-Semitism
remain in the group.
The posts and comments prompted
emphatic condemnation from Race
Relations Commissioner, Meng Foon,
who called the material IINZ exposed
“abhorrent”. Chief Human Rights
Commissioner, Prof Paul Hunt, was
equally clear in a statement made to IINZ
that the posts and comments crossed any
reasonable line, “Your [IINZ] article exposes
utterly deplorable anti-Semitism… I am
grateful to you for bringing your important
article to my attention – and for calling out
such appalling examples of anti-Semitism.”
The Human Rights Commission also
endorsed the recent call of the United

PM Jacinda Ardern | Photo: NZ Herald

Nations Special Rapporteur on the
Freedom of Religion and Belief for all States
to take a human rights-based approach to
combat anti-Semitism and other forms of
religious intolerance, and to better identify
and document antisemitic hate crimes,
saying “It’s up to all of us to stand up to
racism, hate and anti-Semitism.”
The four MPs who are members of the Kia
Ora Gaza Facebook group are Green MPs
Marama Davidson, Golriz Ghahraman,
and Gareth Hughes; and Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern.
The oﬃce of Ms Ardern responded to
IINZ saying she was added without her
knowledge and will remove herself from it.
“We have established that until recently,
Facebook users could sign other users up to
groups without their consent – this is what has
happened in this case, and is how the Prime
Minister’s proﬁle is listed as a member of the
group. The Prime Minister did not proactively
join the Facebook group you highlight. When
she has the opportunity, she will be removing
herself from this and other groups which she
has unknowingly been signed-up to. Thank
you again for raising the issue, which we
weren’t aware of until your email.
…The Prime Minister has made clear on a
number of occasions [that] she rejects all
forms of racism and oppression, including
anti-Semitism.”
According to Techadvisor, it is only recently
that Facebook changed the rules that made
it possible to add friends to a group
without their consent. That means that Ms
Ardern has a Facebook friend who is a
member of Kia Ora Gaza. The Facebook
rule update also, apparently, automatically
removed members who had never accepted
an invitation or visited the group’s page.
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Nevertheless, Ms Ardern has not
commented on the site herself and has
clearly distanced herself from the group
now and is standing up to anti-Semitism.
None of the Green party members
responded to IINZ. Green co-leader,
Marama Davidson, cannot claim to have
nothing to do with the group, like Prime
Minister Ardern, as she worked with KOG
to join the “Woman’s Peace Flotilla” in
2016. Also aboard the ship was Ola Abed,
co-creator of a video game designed for
Palestinian children, in which extra points
are awarded for headshots on Israeli
soldiers; and Norsham Abu Bakr, an outed
anti-Semite and friend to Hamas
leadership, that has shared posts accusing
Mossad of being behind the terror attacks
in Nice and Munich.
The quick and unequivocal responses
from both the Race Relations
Commissioner and Human Rights Chief
Commissioner are encouraging, as is the
Prime Minister distancing herself from a
hate group and making a stand against
anti-Semitism.
Hopefully, the Green Party MPs follow
suit, rather than remain silent and
contribute to the normalisation of antiSemitism in New Zealand.

Jews Who Shaped the World
Emmy Noether
The Mother of Modern Algebra
Amalie Emmy
Noether was one
of the foremost
mathematicians
in the world, and
has been called
‘the mother of
modern algebra.’
Born in 1882 in Germany, Emmy grew
up in a Jewish family. Her father and
brother were both mathematicians.
Emmy was initially interested in music,
dance and languages, and in 1900
became a teacher of English and
French. But just a few years later, she
decided to study mathematics, but had
to wait until 1903 to do so at university,
as prior to that women could not enrol.
In 1907, Emmy received her doctorate
from the University of Erlangen. In
1909, she went to Göttingen University
to teach, but was unable to under
government restrictions on women

teaching so she assisted a lecturer on a
voluntary basis, until the restriction
lifted four years later. Emmy became
the first female mathematics lecturer in
Germany. But under the Nazi regime,
Emmy, being a Jew, was stripped of her
teaching license, and later dismissed for
teaching ‘Jewish-Marxist mathematics.’
Like many other Jews, she emigrated to
the United States in 1933, where she
received a visiting professorship at Bryn
Mawr College in Pennsylvania, and gave
lectures at the Institute for Advanced
Study at Princeton, where Albert
Einstein also taught. It was during this
time that Emmy made vast
contributions to the fields of advanced
mathematics and theoretical physics.
Her life was cut tragically short when in
1935 Emmy traveled to Europe to visit
family and died there during surgery on
an abdominal tumor. She was only 53years-old. Following her death, Albert
Einstein described Emmy Noether as “the
most significant creative mathematical
genius thus far produced since the higher
education of women began.”

FREE Israel 70 Years Magazine Oﬀer
Word of mouth is still considered the best
way to grow any organisation, and we
need your help to spread the word. But
instead of just telling your friends about
us, why not put something in their hands
- better yet, why not have us mail it to
them directly?
We know you love the Israel & Christians
Today newspaper, so why not share this

important ministry tool with your friends
by signing them up, and it’s FREE! From
now until Christmas, we are delighted to
oﬀer a special incentive for those of you
who can sign up a friend to our FREE Israel
& Christians Today newspaper subscription.

commemorative magazine as a thank you
gift with our compliments. The magazine
is a great Christmas gift or resource for
your coﬀee table to remind us of the
amazing miracles that have taken place
since the rebirth of Israel in 1948.

Simply ﬁll in the form below, post or
email it to us and we’ll send you our
beautiful, limited edition Israel 70 Years

We are keen to grow our readership, and
this is a creative and fun way you can help
us do that.

Sign up a friend to Israel & Christians Today newspaper and
receive the Israel 70 Years commemorative magazine FREE*

*1 magazine per person.
Limited oﬀer,
only while stocks last.

Your Name: ____________________________________

Friend’s Name: ________________________________

Address: _______________________________________

Address: _____________________________________

_______________________________________

_____________________________________

Phone:

_______________________________________

Phone:

_____________________________________

Email:

_______________________________________

Email:

_____________________________________

SEND COUPON TO: Christians for Israel New Zealand, PO Box 12006, Penrose, Auckland 1642 or email: info@c4israel.org.nz

NEW ZEALAND
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Travel to Israel
Beersheva to Become
New Tourist Magnet
In order to stimulate tourism, create
new residential areas and give the
metropolis on the edge of the Negev
Desert in the south of Israel a ‘green
lung,’ two years ago the Beersheba
River Park project was started.
“The highlight of this project is a lake
complex, which will be an attraction
for all residents and visitors to the city,”
said Mayor Ruvik Danilovich at the
beginning of the construction work.
Part of the massive facility was
recently inaugurated and opened to
visitors. The huge man-made lake,
now home to numerous ﬁsh, covers an
area of 55.5 acres and the adjacent
grassy area is another 365 acres. This is
now the second largest lake in Israel
after the Sea of Galilee. A number of
entertainment venues have already
opened, and many more are planned.
All around the lake, entire forests,
picnic areas, hiking trails, cycling
paths, cafes, restaurants, leisure and
recreation complexes for the whole
family are to be created.
It is believed that the River Park will
be one of the most beautiful places in
the country and therefore a magnet
for tourists, serving not only the
200,000 inhabitants of Beersheba.

SUPPORTED BY

New improved itinerary including an extra night

21 February - 7 March 2020
Escorted by Bryce and Eleanor Turner, and
Graham Simpson of Christians for Israel NZ
Christians For Israel NZ, supported by
Rhema Media, are pleased to be able to offer
you the opportunity to join us on our next
journey to the Holy Land. With considerable
joint experience in running tours, we have
been able to provide outstanding value in a
carefully designed itinerary to make your
tour the greatest experience possible.
Previous tours have surpassed all
expectations with many ﬁnding it just too
difﬁcult to name a highlight, as there were
highlights every day. You have the incredible
opportunity to travel the land where Jesus
lived and walked. Explore biblical history and
layers of civilisation, the ancient to the
modern, escorted by our experienced tour
leaders and a fantastic Jewish guide with a
profound knowledge of the Bible. The trip of
a lifetime – come join us!

Don’t miss out on this trip of a
lifetime! Spaces are filling up fast.

YES! I Want to Support Christians for Israel
Thank you for your donation. Your generous support is vital to the ministry of Christians for
Israel New Zealand, and the production of our free valuable resource, Israel & Christians Today.
o My donation for ministry costs, and production, print and postage
My Details:

NEW ZEALAND

Journey to Israel 2020

$...............................................

Name:

......................................................................................................................................................................

Address:

......................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................ Postcode ..............................................

Phone:

......................................................................................................................................................................

Email:

......................................................................................................................................................................

Please make cheques payable to:

Christians for Israel NZ

Or donate via Internet Banking:

Bank Account No: 03 0166 0834515 000
(Reference: Your name and donation allocation)

Bryce

Eleanor

Graham

H I G H L I G H T S O F O U R 1 6 D AY
T O U R I N C LU D E :
Ÿ Visit Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth
Ÿ Take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee
Ÿ Get baptised in the River Jordan
Ÿ Float in the Dead Sea, the lowest place on

earth
Ÿ Ascend the fortress mountain of Masada

in the Judean Desert
Ÿ Explore the Old City of Jerusalem and walk

in the footsteps of Jesus
Ÿ Walk through the amazing tunnels under

the Western Wall
Ÿ Celebrate Communion at the Garden Tomb

For further information and a
detailed itinerary, contact:
Olive Tree Travel
Toll free NZ: 0800 874 867
Email: steven@olivetreetravel.com.au
Or download from: www.c4israel.org.nz

OUR TEAM | CONTACT

ReﬂectioNZ
Christians for Israel NZ Newsletter

www.c4israel.org.nz
NZ NATIONAL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Bryce Turner | bturner@c4israel.org.nz
MANAGING EDITOR
Cathy Coldicutt | newspaper@c4israel.org
SUBSCRIPTIONS | OFFICE
Cathy Eksteen | info@c4israel.org.nz
ADVERTISING
Cathy Coldicutt | advertising@c4israel.org.nz

NEW ZEALAND

Post completed form to:

Christians for Israel NZ, PO Box 12006, Penrose, Auckland 1642; OR

Email form to:

info@c4israel.org.nz

GENERAL CONTACT
Tel: +64 (9) 525 7564
297a Church Street | Onehunga | Auckland 1061
P.O. Box 12-006 | Penrose | Auckland 1642

