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Editorial

April 2015

“Such a Time as This”
By Andrew Tucker, International Editor & Executive Director, Christians for Israel International

In May 2015, hundreds of
Christians will go up to Jerusalem
to participate in the Global Prayer
Call (GPC) conference. This
conference closes 100 days of
prayer, which commenced with
the GPC conference in Krakau in
late January. This prayer initiative
marks the 70th anniversary of the
liberation of Auschwitz and the
end of the Second World War.
This event highlights a major shift in
Christian/Jewish relations in the last few
decades. Seventy years after six million
Jews were murdered in Christian Europe,
Jewish leaders in Israel and worldwide are
realizing that many Christians repent of
the past, support the restoration of the

Jewish homeland, and wish to bless them.
Sadly, however, growing anti-Semitism
around the globe shows that what
happened in the 1930’s in Europe threatens
to occur on a global scale today. Much
remains to be done to build bridges with
the Jewish people, and to intercede on
their behalf.
That intercession – “standing in the
gap” for the Jewish people - can happen at
different levels. The Purim story, found in
the Book of Esther provides us with some
guidelines. On 5th March the Jews
celebrated Purim – perhaps the most
festive holiday on the Jewish calendar. The
Purim story recalls the deliverance of the
Jewish people from their enemies who
threatened to wipe them out. Although the
story of Esther dates back 2,400 years, it is
still very relevant for Jews and Christians
today.
King Xerxes of Persia chose a
beautiful young woman, Esther, as his
queen, not knowing that she was Jewish.
The King had entrusted the fate of the
Jews in his empire to Haman, his top
advisor. Human - provoked by the fact that
Mordechai, Esther’s uncle, refused to
worship him - hated the Jews, and
persuaded the king to issue a decree to
destroy all the Jews in his vast empire.
Mordechai found out about this decree,
and persuaded Esther to intercede before
the King on behalf of the Jewish people.

This was extremely dangerous, as anyone
who came into the king’s presence without
being summoned was liable to be put to
death.
Mordechai warned Esther that her fate
was bound up with that of her people. If
she was not courageous enough to stand
up, then help for the Jewish people would
come from another quarter, and she with
all the other Jews in the King’s palace
could be condemned. “And who knows”,
concluded Mordechai, “whether you are
come to the kingdom for such a time as
this?”
Esther’s response is as remarkable. She
told Mordechai to gather the Jews of the
city to fast for three days and nights, as she
herself did with her friends. Risking her
life, Esther then appeared before the king,
who accepted her request and ordered
Haman to be hanged. He then reversed the
earlier decree ordering the Jews to be
killed, and elevated Mordechai to a
position of high authority.
Two and a half millennia later, the
Jewish people have not only survived, they
now have their own homeland. But equally
the anti-Semitic spirit of Haman is alive
and well. ISIS and other extremist
movements such as Hamas that are driven
by the jihadic theology of radical Islam are
openly determined “to destroy, to kill and
to cause to perish” the Jewish nation of
Israel. They have found an ally in the BDS

movement, the goal of which is ultimately
the destruction of Israel as an expression
of Jewish self-determination.
Who is prepared to intercede on behalf
of the Jewish people today, as Esther did
in her time? As Christians living in free
countries, we have a “royal position”
because we have the freedom to speak out
into the political sphere on behalf of those
in need. As long as free speech is still
tolerated, we have the possibility to plead
the case for the Jewish people before our
political leaders. We do not have to
approve all that Israel does. But we must
encourage our national leaders to ensure
that the Jewish people – both in Israel and
worldwide - are able to live in peace and
security, free from threats of annihilation
and destruction.
Perhaps more importantly, we can lift
up the Jewish people before our King and
Mediator, Jesus Christ. In Romans 11, the
Apostle Paul exhorts us to remember
God’s eternal covenants with the Jewish
people, and that His promises towards
Israel are “irrevocable”. Isaiah 62 speaks
of “watchmen” who call on the Lord and
“give him no rest until he establishes
Jerusalem and makes her the praise of the
earth”.
Who knows whether we have been
given our royal position “for such a time
as this”?

Jewish Agency Pays Tribute to Christian Partners Supplied by the Jewish Agency
Christians for Israel and other Christian
organizations were thanked by the Jewish
Agency for their essential role in helping to
both fund and physically assist Aliyah
operations in war-torn Ukraine. Pim van der
Hoff (C4I International Board member),
Koen Carlier (C4I aliyah fieldworker
Ukraine) and Dmytro Mishkur (C4I
Ukraine) were present at this special
meeting.
Nathan Sharansky (Chairman Jewish
Agency): “Today, as Christian organizations
help us save Jewish lives every day in
Ukraine, it is particularly important to show
our appreciation.”
The Jewish Agency reported the
following on this special event: The Jewish

Agency for Israel paid tribute to its
Christian partners at the closing plenary of
its winter Board of Governors meetings
yesterday (Tuesday, February 24) in
Jerusalem. The International Christian
Embassy Jerusalem, Ebenezer International,
Ebenezer Hilfsfonds Deutschland, Ezra
International, Christians for Israel, the
Patmos Foundation, One Mission, and the
Kim Clement Center were thanked for their
essential role in helping to both fund and
physically assist The Jewish Agency's
Aliyah operations in war-torn Ukraine.
"There is a long history of Christian
involvement in our Aliyah operations and it
is always appropriate to give thanks, but
today, as Christian organizations help us

save Jewish lives every day in Ukraine, it is
particularly important to show our
appreciation," said Chairman of the
Executive of The Jewish Agency Natan
Sharansky.
Christian organizations have been
directly involved in helping The Jewish
Agency rescue Jews from embattled eastern
Ukraine, transporting refugees through
troubled areas, handling their personal
effects, locating documents necessary for
Aliyah, and responding to various other
needs under trying circumstances. These
organizations have also provided The
Jewish Agency with significant financial
support to help address urgent needs in
Ukraine.

On Wednesday, February 25, Sharansky
met with representatives of Christian
organizations involved in The Jewish
Agency's efforts on the ground in Ukraine
and again thanked them for their invaluable
assistance.

Bnei Menashe Visit Western Wall for First Time By Gabi Newman
Some 100 new immigrants from
Manipur, India, who claim descent from
one of Lost Tribes of Israel, arrive at holy
site in Jerusalem with tears in their eyes.
'It's like entering my dream,' one of them
says excitedly. If you've ever wanted to see
a person fulfilling his dream, you should
have visited the Western Wall recently as
100 members of the Bnei Menashe arrived
at the holy site for the very first time in
their lives, two months after making aliyah
from Manipur, India.
The Bnei Menashe gathered in the
entrance area of the Kotel with tears in their
eyes, singing songs which expressed their
deep desire for Zion.
"I have been dreaming to come to this
Kotel, to pray and kiss the wall, for many
years," Gideon Haokip said excitedly. "Now

it's really like a dream, it's really amazing.
It's like I enter into my dream."
Yosef Tungnung added, "Ever since our
childhood we see this Western Wall on the
picture, but today we get a chance to pray
here." The olim walked with great
excitement towards the Kotel and stood for
a long time next to it.
Michael Freund, founder and director of
Shavei Israel, which is responsible for the
Bnei Menashe aliyah and their absorption,
asked the new immigrants to pray for the
aliyah of the 7,000 Bnei Menashe
remaining in India, who are very anxious to
come to Israel.
"When you stand there and you turn to
God, plead with him to keep the aliyah of
Bnei Menashe going and to bring home all
of the lost tribe of Bnei Menashe," he told
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them. "Your return to this very holy place,
2,700 years after your ancestors were exiled
from this land, is nothing less than a
miracle. It is a miracle from God.

A Jewish tradition of 27 centuries
The Bnei Menashe claim descent from
one of the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel, who
were sent into exile by the Assyrian Empire
more than 27 centuries ago.
Their ancestors wandered through
Central Asia and the Far East for centuries,
before settling in what is now northeastern
India, along the border with Burma and
Bangladesh.
Throughout their sojourn in exile, the
Bnei Menashe continued to practice
Judaism just as their ancestors did,
including observing the Sabbath, keeping
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kosher, celebrating the festivals and
following the laws of family purity. And
they continued to nourish the dream of one
day returning to the land of their ancestors,
the Land of Israel.
In recent years, Shavei Israel has
brought some 1,700 Bnei Menashe back
home to Zion. Another 7,200 still remain in
India, waiting for the day when they too
will be able to return to Israel and the
Jewish people.
“The Bnei Menashe story teaches us
about the power of the Jewish sparkle
which exists in all of us," says Freund.
"Their ancestors were exiled from this land
2,700 years ago, and they wandered in the
Diaspora throughout the generations, but
never forgot where they came from and the
place they dream to return to."

GENERAL ENQUIRIES:
Christians For Israel, PO Box
12006, Penrose, Auckland 1642.
297a Church St, Onehunga,
Auckland 1061, New Zealand
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The Media Chose Left, the People Chose Netanyahu
Courtesy of Israel Today
the vote, prominent
party member MK
Hanin Zoabi admitted
that the faction serves
not Israel, but rather the
Palestinian nationalist
cause. “I don't see
myself as an Israeli
Member of Knesset, but
as a Palestinian," Zoabi
told Lebanon’s Al
Mayadeen news
network in a preelection interview. "We
are using the Knesset to
advance the Palestinian
struggle… [and] we are
doing this from within
'Occupied Palestine.'"
In other words, the
Joint Arab List is the
representation of the
Palestinian Authority
(and even Hamas)
inside Israel's Knesset.
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They called these elections critical to
the future of the Jewish state, and the voting
public responded in kind with the highest
voter turnout since the fateful 1999
elections in which Ehud Barak unseated
Benjamin Netanyahu following the latter's
first term as prime minister.

Fifth Column

The Road Ahead

The other major change brought about
by the elections for the 20th Knesset was
the rise of a strong and unified Arab faction.
The Joint Arab List comprised of the
smaller parties of Ra'am, Ta'al, Hadash,

In his victory speech, Netanyahu stated
that in voting for him the public had
understood the importance of "security first,
and then the economy and social issues."
There is no question that with a strong
bloc of right-wing and religious parties,

Netanyahu will have far more freedom and
backing to demand international action
against Iran and to resist pressure to
prematurely restart talks with and offer
concessions to the Palestinians.
Netanyahu and the heads of other rightwing parties, like Jewish Home’s Naftali
Bennett, said the election results were a
mandate to do just that.
The nation of Israel has repeatedly used
its democratic process to say "No!" to a
Palestinian state, and never more strongly
than in these elections. A firm majority of
the Jewish population (63.5%) today
understands, according to Israel Democracy
Institute, that the peace process is going
nowhere. The Palestinian Authority saw
Israel’s election results as a disaster,
Netanyahu’s fourth electoral success as a
final nail in the coffin of their efforts to
diplomatically squeeze concessions out of
the Jewish state. But while the Right’s
success could be seen as Israelis placing
overriding importance on security, crucial
social and economic issues were brought to
forefront during the course of the campaign.
Much will be expected of Netanyahu’s next
government.
And should he succeed in delivering,
Bibi will by the end of his fourth term tie
David Ben Gurion as Israel’s longest
serving prime minister with no fewer than
13 years in office.

Nearly 72 percent of registered Israeli voters made
their way to polling stations around the country, an
impressive number considering how often the
Jewish state conducts elections.
King Bibi
This time around Netanyahu
demonstrated that not only is he Israel's
most capable orator, he is also it's most
skilled political strategist.
When he first called early elections back
in December, it was widely assumed that
Netanyahu knew what he was doing and
that Likud would cruise to an easy victory.
Opposition leader Isaac Herzog's initial
assertions that he would be the nation's next
leader elicited the odd scoff, but were not
taken seriously.
Then Herzog's newly forged "Zionist
Union" began to climb in the polls, and
some feared "Bibi," as Netanyahu is
affectionally called by Israelis, had bitten
off more than he could chew.
Herzog and others to the left of the
political spectrum successfully painted
Netanyahu as out of touch with the average
Israeli's economic situation, and drove
home that point until a final pre-election
poll that showed the Zionist Union scoring
an upset victory, much to the delight of
television commentators.
But it wasn't to be. As the final votes
were tallied, all the tension and drama
dissipated and Netanyahu emerged sitting
atop a stronger and more stable right-wing
bloc.
Precisely the outcome he had
envisioned months earlier, and precisely the
opposite of what the left-leaning Israeli
media had predicted.
Unburdened of the need to include
center-left parties in his coalition,
Netanyahu would be free to more firmly
oppose concessions to the Palestinians,
stand up to the Iranian nuclear threat and
implement free market capitalist policies.

Balad and the Islamic Movement is now the
Knesset's third largest faction and a
formidable powerbroker. While it is true
that the various parties making up the Joint
Arab List come from very different
backgrounds - from communists to
nationalists to jihadists - they are united in
their opposition to Israel as the Jewish state.
Netanyahu took a lot of flak for
expressing concern over the Joint Arab
List's strong showing. But just days before
Photo: Flash90
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Conference

April 2015

The Global Prayer Call Climax: A Global Prayer DAY!
By Harald Eckert, Chairman Christians for Israel International, Initiator GPC

May 10-13

“He will place the sheep
on his right, but the goats
on the left.” (Matth. 25, 33)
The Global Prayer Call is picking up
momentum all around the globe: 300
participants from all 5 continents have
been at the GPC Conference in Krakow,
Poland. The book has been translated in
11 languages, the website in 9 languages,
the weekly GPC video clips are
distributed in between 55 and 60 nations
and read and spread by thousands of
prayer groups, churches and networks
around the world. Now the climax of the
100 days of prayer and (partial) fasting is
approaching.

The Global Prayer DAY and
May 8 (Russia: May 9) 2015!
It is on this day, exactly 70 years ago,
that the Holocaust came to a halt. Hitler
wanted to kill all 11 Million European
Jews. 6 Million did not survive this
greatest tragedy of Jewish history. This
truly is a date to be remembered for all of
us who pray for the Jewish people and
believe in God’s love and faithfulness
towards them.
But commemoration is not enough! In
our role as German and European
initiators of the Global Prayer Call, we,
as Christians from the organizations
“Christians for Israel” “Ebenezer
Emergency Fund / Operation Exodus”
and “European Coalition for Israel” can

PRAYER: APRIL 19 - 25
Prayer for the Church to be “salt and
light” within your nation
In Matthew 5:13-16, Jesus explains to us, His disciples,
the mandate to be “salt and light” within our environment,
our people, our nation:
“You are the salt of the earth … You are the light of the
world... Let your light so shine before men that they may
see your good works and glorify your Father who is in
Heaven.”
This includes our responsibility to function as salt and
light within our nation with regard to a blessed
relationship between our nation and Israel.
As the Church we are our nation‘s “conscience”. We
should set an example for our nation. This is why Paul
warns the Church of Jesus against any form of arrogance
towards the Jewish people (Romans 11:17-20).
“... do not consider yourself to be superior to those other
branches. If you do, consider this: you do not support the
root, but the root supports you. ... Do not be arrogant, but
tremble.”
As the Church we should not fall into the same trap in
which the nations have fallen – the deception of the Spirit
of Babylon, the spirit of pride and arrogance. We should
set an example for our nations as to what it means to be
a blessing to the Jewish people and Israel.
So please pray for the Church of Jesus as a whole in our
nation, that she may pray for Israel, comfort Israel, bless
Israel, visit Israel, cooperate with Israel – and by doing
that set an example and open doors for our nation to
follow!

clearly read the signs on the wall: The
signs, telling us that the atmosphere
again is turning against the Jews as it was
in Europe of the 1920s and 1930s where
many Christians and many nations were
not willing or able to read those signs.
The only difference from then to today is
that what has mainly been a European
phenomenon today is a global one: AntiSemitism in the form of Anti-Zionism
and Anti-Israelism is a global trend. It
goes along with a lack of education of the
Holocaust and its important global
lessons as well as the belittling or even
denial of the Holocaust in growing
segments of the global media and the
global public awareness. And we as the
church of Jesus – what about us? Are we
more awake, more alert, more pro-active
on behalf of the Jewish people, including
Israel, than the European church of the
1920s and 1930s?
We are blessed to have the following
speakers, moderators and worship leaders
at the conference:
Harald Eckert (GER),
Tomas Sandell (BRU),
Willem Glashouwer (NL),
Markus Ernst (CH),
Pete Stucken (AU),
Andrew Tucker (NL),
Rick Ridings (JER),

PRAYER: APRIL 26 - MAY 2

George Anadorai (SG),
Conrado Lumahan (PHI),
Drake Kanaabo (UG),
Heriberto Gonzales (MEX)
and many more, still to be confirmed.

A Key Moment in the US
Recently I have been in the US in
order to network and prepare for the
Global Prayer DAY. It was very
meaningful to me (under God’s
providence, I believe) that I entered the
US on March 3 2015, the very day on
which Israel’s Prime Minister Netanyahu
spoke to the US Congress. In the evening
of that day I was at the International
House of Prayer (IHOP) in Kansas City
at their prime time prayer meeting (810pm) praying for the US and Israel. The
general sense was that this speech of
Netanyahu highlighted a crossroad, a step
towards the biblical “valley of decision”
for the US. And as there was prayer for
both nations, there also was public
recognition of the Global Prayer Call and
people prayed for me as well as for the
GPC. A conclusion was reached that the
leaders of the IHOP and GPC will stay
in contact for the further coordination of
the Global Prayer DAY, planned for May
8, 2015. All I can say is: Praise the Lord!

PRAYER: MAY 3 - 10

Pray for the Church: To take its priestly
responsibility for the Church and the
nation

Pray for a blessed relationship between
Israel and our nation - with the Church
as a central part

Some of us and some of our churches, networks and
movements have a special calling and anointing for
prayer and intercession. As far as Israel is concerned, we
would see ourselves as “watchmen on the walls of
Jerusalem” (Isaiah 62:6-7). As far as our nation and the
leaders of our nation are concerned, we have a burden to
pray for “those in authority” for the sake of the prosperity
of our nation (1 Timothy 2:1-2). Please be encouraged to
treat both in an equally serious manner: The prayer for
Israel and the prayer for our nation with regard to Israel
on the basis of Genesis 12:3:

The Lord wants to do the following before his return: He
wants to help as many nations as possible as his return
approaches and as the valley of decision (Joel 3:14-16)
approaches to end up as a sheep nation in the
judgement and not a goat nation (Matthew 25:31ff.).

“I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses
you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed
through you.”
In Europe, 70 years ago and before this kind of prayer
was sadly lacking. Prayer was lacking for the Jewish
people as well as for the governments of Europe. Today
the threat against Israel, the hatred of Israel, the evil and
the military forces against Israel are very similar to those
against the Jewish people 70 or more years ago. It is a
different ideology, a different mantle – but the same
content, the same hatred, the same fanaticism. But now it
is not a European phenomenon – it has become global.
70 years and more ago the great majority of the Church,
including the praying Church, slept. Please pray that the
same thing will not happen again today. On the contrary:
Pray that the praying Church wakes up in order for the
whole Church to wake up to be “salt and light”, a people
of priests and prophets.

If we have a biblical understanding of the calling of the
Church and the power of prayer and intercession we can
see that a major responsibility concerning the final fate of
the nations, which is bound to their relationship with the
Jewish people and Israel, lies with the praying Church.
Genesis 12:3 is the foundation of our prayers:
“I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses
you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed
through you.”
Therefore: Pray for Israel in a spirit of humility,
gratefulness and compassion.
Pray for our nation to become and to be a
blessing for Israel and the Jewish people.
And pray for the Church to be a central
part of the relationship, spiritually and
practically, of our nation with Israel.

Please Prepare and Join!
Please seek the Lord prayerfully
concerning the following opportunity and
challenge: How can you - in your prayer
group, in your church, in your network,
denomination or city - make the Global
Prayer DAY, May 8/9 a spiritual
highlight of the year! Please let the Holy
Spirit lead you in how to approach others
who might be open to draw together with
you. Be creative, listen, be aware of the
signs of the times and of what YOU
could do to read them properly and
respond properly in connection with this
global prayer initiative and other
potential partners.
The motto of the day is: “For
Zion’s sake, I will not keep silent!”
(Jes. 62, 1) May millions of Christian
intercessors, may thousands of prayer
groups, churches and networks in
hundreds of cities and nations around
the world storm heaven on this day,
May 8/9, 70 years after the end of
Holocaust in Europe, “… for Zion’s
sake”!
If you are interested in more
information, please visit us at our website
www.100-days.eu and/or register to our
GPC-newsletter on info@100-days.eu.

Contact / Newsletter
Email: info@100-days.eu
Contact Form
Subscribe to our Newsletter

Financial Support
Christen an der Seite Israels
(Christians for Israel - Germany)
International Bank Account Number:
DE79 5205 0353 0140 0028 87
Swift-Bic.: HELADEF1KAS
or with Paypal
Donate now with...

Book
Now available in English, Spanish,
Polish, French, Italian, German and
Swedish.
with contributions from:
Harald Eckert,
Philip Holmberg
Derek Prince,
Dr. Wolfgang Schuler,
Rev. Rick Ridings,
Andrew Tucker,
Rev. Willem Glashouwer

ww.100-days.eu
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Interview: Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer
By Hizki Laluyan, Christians for Israel International Intern
the Coming of the Lord and the Coming of
the Kingdom! For the resurrection! For the
renewal of all things! One understands that
we are running out of the time of grace over
the Gentile world and that we should be
preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom to the
Gentiles as never before. And that Jesus
expects to meet with a Holy Bride to the
Queen at His side! How can the Church
meet with Jesus with Jewish blood upon her
hands, the blood of centuries of Churchhistory?

Photo: Ruben Timman

Are there books, people,
conferences and/or parts of the
Bible that inspire you?

What brought you to join
Christians for Israel?
The founding father of Christians for
Israel Netherlands asked me to step into his
shoes as Chairman of the Board of
Christenen voor Israel – Nederland. In the
years that followed I wrote a book Waarom
Israel that was translated spontaneously by
people around the world. After the first
translation ‘Why Israel’ over 30 other
translations followed so that Christenen
voor Israel developed into an International
ministry: Christians for Israel International.

How do you see Christians for
Israel, as European Based
Christian Ministries with global
outreach, achieving their goals?
What was the most challenging
situation that the organisation
needed to deal with?
The basic aim for the ministry is to
educate the Church. To bring a Biblical
message about God’s heart and His
everlasting Covenants with Israel and with
the Jewish people to all churches and
denominations, to the whole of Christianity.
To fight anti-Semitism – also Christian antiSemitism, that developed in Christianity
especially in Europe as a fruit of
Replacement-theology claiming that the
Church replaced Israel as the chosen people
of God, creating an atmosphere in which
thousands and even millions of Jews could
be murdered in the last 2000 years. The
Church was often actively involved or
stood by watching what was happening
without doing anything. Of course, with
some good exceptions of individual
Christians who did what they could to help
the Jews. So this is also a message of
repentance for the Church, and to bring
forth fruits worthy of repentance by the
Church, in acts of love and solidarity with
Israel and with the Jewish people.
The challenge for the Church is to
change many age-old theological concepts
and start to understand God’s heart and
plans for Israel, as well as for the Church,
the nations and Creation itself. To
understand the Biblical concept of the
Kingdom which is to convert, as a Church!
That is a basic challenge for the Church and
goes to the roots of the Church and of
Christian theology. Although a remnant in
all the Churches worldwide is waking up
and is ready to face in an honest way
serious questions that come forth from the
visible restoration of Israel – first
nationally, but one-day also spiritually – the
majority of the mainline churches as well of
the free churches find it scary to open up
for these basic questions and would rather
stick with their traditional views, which is
harmful for the Church itself, because not
understanding what Israel is all about in the
eyes of God, is not understanding the times
we are living in and being unprepared for

the prophetic and apocalyptic future of the
end times that the world is going through –
leading to the Coming of the King and of
His Kingdom.

What is your personal thought
regarding Israel, the people and
the nations?
The Lord God Almighty created Israel
as His firstborn son (Jesus is His onlybegotten Son, but Israel is His firstborn)
and He loves His son very much. He made
at least 7+1 Covenants with Israel that are
everlasting, covered with an oath and 7 of
them are un-conditional. Everything God
promised to Israel and the Jewish people He
will fulfill for Israel – as well as everything
He promised to the Church and to
Christians He will fulfill for them. If He
loves Israel, should we not love Israel as
well?

Do you have a specific method
and strategy for working and
dealing with people and groups
of people around the world with
different languages, cultures and
ways of thinking?
The Bible is a book for all nations,
cultures, races, languages, ways of thinking,
etc. So the first thing we do is bring this
Biblical message about Israel to Christians
and Churches in the nations and language
areas of the world.
As people become aware of this final
wake-up call to the Church, we look for
those people who sense a calling by the
Lord to be involved in this. They will form
a working-group that could develop into a
board to operate in the framework of the
legislation of their nation to develop the
ministry in their own country. To publish
the educational materials, train teachers,
organize Israel-Tours, collect funds to
support humanitarian projects in Israel, and
whatever else is in the goals of the ministry.
To serve the Church and help the Church to
come to a new understanding.
These national ‘branches’ are affiliated
with Christians for Israel International.

How do you see the importance
of your spiritual life influencing
your life and your work?
Understanding more about God’s heart
and soul for Israel enriches one’s spiritual
life. Some people say: it is like a second
conversion. The first conversation was
when I discovered Jesus as my Lord and
Savior. The second conversion was when I
discovered the mystery of Israel. When that
happens it changes one’s life in a very
positive way and brings about even a
renewal of faith! It takes nothing away from
the Church, but adds a lot of good spiritual
things to the Church. One starts to long for

We try to organise all over the world
conferences on the subject. My inspiration
by the Bible can be found in the books I
wrote about Israel – the trilogy Why Israel,
followed by Why Jerusalem and finally
Why End Times. And the daily devotional
that grew into a commentary on the Book
of Revelation: Zie Hij Komt (Behold, He
Comes). Books by Derek Prince, Lance
Lambert and many others from many parts
of Christianity today and in the past that
can be found among the 125 meters of
theological books on the shelves in my
study are like good friends who inspire me
every day. But after reading the various
traditions I always return to the Word of
God to read what His opinion is about these
things – the Bible has the final word and is
the ultimate authority about all matters of
faith and life. To me the Bible speaks with
absolute authority, not just about faith, soul,
heart, heaven and salvation, but also when
it refers to nature, history, the universe,
creation, science and prophecy, which is
history written in advance.

What was the nicest thing that
happened during your work
with Christians for Israel? And
where did you experience
difficulties?
The most beautiful thing that I
experienced, as many others have shared
with me, is that during the Biblical
teachings I saw the Spirit of God moving
and felt revelation taking place. I did
somehow already love Israel and the Jewish
people, but now I understand! This changes
my life! The difficulties are there when
people are not opening up to the message
but prefer the theological blockade in their
brain – grown over a period of centuries by
lines of theological and philosophical
thinking in the Church - over new insights
and revelation that could enrich their life so
much. That makes me sad, and I can only
pray that the Lord somehow will reach
them to receive the same blessings that I
had when I started to discover these
Biblical truths about Israel and the Jewish
people, with regard to the Coming of the
Lord and the Coming of His Kingdom.

How did you deal with
difficulties or problems that
appeared?
As I said: I can only put it before the
Lord in prayer, and move on to the next
challenges that He puts before me.
Although I am 70 years of age now, and
retired as a pastor in the national church of
Holland, which is the Dutch Reformed
Church, I have never been more busy in my
life, travelling the world and ‘following’ the
book Why Israel! Having been a pioneer in
Evangelical Radio and Television in the
Netherlands (EO) and pioneer in
Evangelical Higher Education (EH) and
pastor of a 2.500 people church in Katwijk
(ZH) – moving now for many years in this
ministry to bring this Biblical message
about Israel and the Jewish people is really
like a climax in my Christian life!

Karel van Oordt,
Founder of Christians for Israel

When He calls you, you are able to walk
in the works that He prepared for you in
advance – which is a joy to do and a
blessing – and even difficulties and
problems have to contribute to that!

Many preachers are stuck in a
denomination box and don’t
preach outside their
denomination. During my
internship I saw that you are
preaching everywhere
interdenominationally. How do
you see this issue of the
difficulty of breaking the
denominational wall?
“Israel” happens in front of all of us.
The whole of Christianity can see with their
own eyes prophecies being fulfilled. The
whole of Christianity has to face questions
that she has not faced before. Coming to a
new understanding about Israel and the
Jewish people has a uniting effect upon the
Church. People from all kinds of different
churches and denominations suddenly
experience a new unity in this new
understanding. Maybe not leading to new
organisational structures, but certainly to a
newly felt unity among Christians. My
father used to speak about the ‘visible’ and
the ‘invisible’ church. The ‘visible’ church
is about the visible organizations of the
various churches. The ‘invisible‘ church is
present within all the churches: Christians
who believe the Word of God, who know
the voice of the Good Shepherd and who
follow the Lord in their lives. They have a
unity of the heart – maybe not in all matters
of doctrine – and they wake up when they
hear the Biblical message about Israel, and
experience a new inner unity with many
other Christians in practically all the
churches and denominations, Which is
great!

Do you have any specific goal(s)
that you want to achieve in the
coming two years, both
personally and professionally?
To break open as many of new
territories worldwide as possible. ‘As the
Lord leads’, is my motto. I do not throw a
dart on the map of the world to decide
where to go next. The Lord opens new
doors, all the time. I do not have a strategyplan about what WE are going to do. But I
try to be obedient to follow what HE is
going to do. After the breaking open of new
territories and sowing the Biblical seeds of
the message, the seeds need some time to
develop. In follow-up events – like
watering and fertilizing of the seeds by
additional teaching and education as well as
organizational structures in which others of
the ministry are involved, more than I am –
we tend to the new plants, hoping for fruits
that will manifest itself in the months and
years to come! In order that Israel will be
comforted, the true Church will be built and
all of this with our eyes upon the Coming of
the Lord and of His Kingdom! May we then
all hear it from His lips: Well done, brother!
Well done, sister! I have put you in charge
of small things, and you have been faithful!
Now I will put you charge of many things!
Come into the feast of your Lord, that will
last for ever and ever!
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Pray for Peace in the Middle East
By Rev. Willem J. J. Glashouwer, President, Christians for Israel International

Jews and Arabs
When one looks at the heartbreaking
conflict in the Middle East, one cannot help
but think about the biblical background.
Can one find some solutions and
understanding there? What has the Bible to
say about the conflict between these two
brothers with the same father Abraham, but
with different mothers?
Ishmael, who is considered to be the
forefather of the Arab nations, was born
from his Egyptian mother Hagar who was a
maidservant to Abraham’s wife Sarah, and
Isaac was born from Abraham’s wife Sarah
and is the forefather of the Jewish people,
of Israel.
What are the positions and the rights of
these two half-brothers, when you look at it
from a biblical perspective?
When Abraham is 99 years of age – and
Sarah is past the age of childbearing – the
Lord God visited Abraham, and told him
that his wife Sarah would have a baby of
her own. Then we read in Genesis 17:1722: “…Abraham fell facedown; he laughed
and said to himself, ’Will a son be born to a
man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a
child at the age of ninety?’ And Abraham
said to God, ‘If only Ishmael might live
under Your blessing!’ Then God said, ‘Yes,
but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and
you will call him Isaac. I will establish My
covenant with him as an everlasting
covenant for his descendants after him. And
as for Ishmael, I have heard you: I will
surely bless him; I will make him fruitful
and will greatly increase his numbers. He
will be the father of twelve rulers, and I will
make him into a great nation. But my
covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom
Sarah will bear to you by this time next
year.’ When He had finished speaking with
Abraham, God went up from him…”
So Ishmael and his descendants, the
Arab nations, have the promise of the
blessing of God. He promised them that
they would be fruitful and would be great
nations. Today there are between 200 and
300 million Arabs, living in over 20
different and independent nations in the
Middle East, in a vast area of very oil-rich
land. They can choke the economy of the
world, if they like! They are very powerful.
So God has kept His promise and He has
blessed Ishmael tremendously. The problem
in the Middle East is not that one is a
descendant of Abraham-Isaac-Jacob and has
been given the Covenant, ot that one is a
descendant of Ishmael – and has been given
special Blessing by God. The problem is
that the descendants of Ishmael for the most
part have fallen into the hands of another
god, who calls himself Allah.
After all the slaughters throughout the
centuries there are only about 15 million
Jews left in the world. In Israel – which is
smaller than tiny Holland and you can
hardly find Holland on a world map! – are
living about 5-6 million Jews, in a tiny land
with no oil. Another 4-5 million still live in
the USA and about 1-2 million in the
former Soviet Union. The rest is still
scattered around the globe. A Jewish friend
told me, ‘It is not fun to be the chosen
people of God. I wished He had chosen
someone else! I wish we had been given the
blessing instead of the Covenant, because
the Covenant means suffering in this
world!’
Not many Jews are left in the world.
Israel is an old people, bleeding from many
wounds. The chosen one suffers in this
world, because the world and the darkness
hates the light. The Covenant connects you

to the One and only God. You are connected
to the Name. And that means that you will
suffer in this world. The chosen people
Israel suffered and is still suffering. The
Chosen One of Israel Jesus Christ has
suffered as no one else has suffered. His
chosen people from the Gentile world, the
true Church, has been suffering and is still
suffering in this world.
By the way, the prophet Zechariah
prophecies that ‘In the whole earth’
(because that is the correct translation,
instead of ‘in the whole land’, compare with
Zechariah 14:9) two-thirds will be struck
down and perish; yet one-third will be left
in it.’ Zechariah 13:8. And when one adds
up all the numbers of Jews that were
massacred throughout the ages, the numbers
show that in history 2/3 of the Jewish
people have been wiped out, and only 1/3 is
left. Even if ones likes to translate 'in the
whole land' - meaning 'Eretz Israel', the
'land of Israel', this prophecy has been
fulfilled as well, when by the Romans in 70
AD and 135 AD over 2 million Jews were
slaughtered and the rest - almost totally,
although there have always been Jews
living in Israel, also during the last 2000
years! - was led into captivity. When we
add the numbers of the killing of the Jews
over the centuries – with the final slaughter
of 6 million under the nazi-regime in
Germany – the conclusion can be drawn
that over the ages 2/3 of the Jews have been
wiped out, and only 1/3 is left. So to think
that in the near future Israel will become
'one big Auschwitz' during the 'time of
Jacob's trouble', the 'tribulation', is not
necessarily according to Scripture, although
difficult times for Israel are still to come.

Blessings for Ishmael, but
God’s everlasting Covenant He
made with Abraham, and
confirmed it to Isaac, and later
to Jacob.
The problem in the Middle East is not
that one is an Arab or a Palestinian, because
there are great blessings for them, being
descendants of Ishmael. The problem is that
Arabs and Palestinians almost totally
nowadays are under Islam and serve Allah –
as so many other people and nations, like
Indonesia, Malaysia, Pakistan, the former
USSR-republics, the half of Africa. The
conflict in the Middle East is a spiritual
conflict, between the God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, the God of Israel, and all
the other gods of this world, including Allah
and Islam. Christian Arabs and Christian
Palestinians are therefore in a very difficult
situation as well. Not that much because of
the Jews and Israel, but because of their
fellow Islamic Arab and Palestinian
brothers.

What About the Future?
Will Islam finally conquer the world, as
promised by Muhammad? Will there be a
'jihad' of the whole Islamic world against
Israel? Because Israel and Jerusalem are
number one on the agenda of many Islamic
leaders. In the Bible we find some
remarkable prophecies.
- Psalm 83:1-8 says: "O God, do not
keep silent; be not quiet, O God, be not still.
See how Your enemies are astir, how Your
foes rear their heads. With cunning they
conspire against Your people; they plot
against those You cherish. 'Come', they say,
'let us destroy them as a nation, that the
name of Israel be remembered no more.'

With one mind they plot together; they form
an alliance against You - the tents of Edom
and the Ishmaelites, of Moab and the
Hagrites, Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek,
Philistia, with the people of Tyre. Even
Assyria has joined them to lend strength to
the descendants of Lot..." When one looks
at today's map, these old names all refer to
a 'first ring' closely around Israel, Like
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, the Palestinian
territories, with Iraq (Assyria) in the
background. A combined war against Israel,
to wipe it off the face of the earth. These are
all predominantly Muslim countries and
peoples. Has this already happened or is
this also referring to some future event?
- Ezekiel 38 and 39 say that nations
under the leadership of Gog (from the land
of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and
Tubal) will suddenly invade the land of
Israel. It talks about Persia, Cush and Put
joining him, as well as Gomer with all his
troops, and Beth Togarmah from the far
north with all its troops - the many nations
with him, nations that are like a 'second
ring' around Israel. When one reads Flavius
Josephus to identify these old names, they
refer to nations like Saudi-Arabia, Libya,
Turkey, Iran, and even the former southern
Soviet Republics, who today are all Islamic.
This has never happened in history so far.
Some say that even Russia itself is involved
in the background. Syria, Egypt and Iraq
are not mentioned, by the way! Are they no
longer a threat when the 'first ring' was
dealt with? But the Lord will fight for His
people Israel, and they will need 7 months
to bury all the corpses.
- Finally Zechariah 12:2-4 says: "…I
am going to make Jerusalem a cup that
sends all the surrounding peoples reeling.
Judah will be besieged as well as Jerusalem.
On that day, when all the nations of the
earth are gathered against her, I will make
Jerusalem an immovable rock for all the
nations…" The plague mentioned in
Zechariah 14:12-15 by which the Lord will
smite these 'United Nations' makes one
think about A(tomic) B(acteriological)
C(hemical) weapons. But the victory will
be for the Lord and for Israel. The wars and
plagues of the end-times will be terrible,
Revelation 8 and 9.

Although one could be tempted to put
all these prophecies into one big end-time
scenario (one thing leads to another, a kind
of domino-effect, starting with Syria, then
Egypt, then the 'first ring', then the 'second
ring' and finally the whole world), one
should be careful with speculations like
these. The Bible is not a jigsaw puzzle
book. But that the outcome of these 'battles
of the Lord' will be that His Name and the
Name of His Anointed One will be
recognised by the whole world - also by the
Islamic world - seems to be obvious.
Isaiah 19:23-25 says: "…In that day
there will be a highway from Egypt to
Assyria. The Assyrians will go to Egypt and
the Egyptians to Assyria. The Egyptians and
Assyrians will worship together. In that day
Israel will be the third, along with Egypt
and Assyria, a blessing on the earth. The
Lord Almighty will bless them, saying,
'Blessed be Egypt My people, Assyria My
handiwork, and Israel My inheritance…"
So could the outcome of these battles be
that by the terrible defeat these
predominantly Islamic armies will face, the
Islamic world will realise that not Allah is
all-powerful, but that YHWH, the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of
Israel, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Creator of heaven and earth allpowerful is? That He is the one and only
God? Will the shattering of all the dreams
and hopes of the Islamic world lead to an
openness and willingness to hear the words
of the Gospel? Will they finally realise that
there is only one real Prophet, Jesus Christ?
And that Muhammad was a false prophet?
Will that finally bring peace to the hearts of
numerous followers of Islam? Will that
change their hatred into love and
compassion for their Jewish brothers and
sisters?
Will they then start blessing Abraham
instead of cursing him? As we all have to
learn that? These prophecies show us that
one day Egypt and Iraq no longer will
worship Allah, but YHWH. And Paul
concludes that one day "…every knee shall
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father…" (Philippians 2:10-11)
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The Prodigal Heirs
By Dr. Chuck Missler, Koinonia House

Dr. Chuck Missler at the Garden Tomb

The God of the Second Chance
One of the essential preludes to victory
is to learn from our failures. And the
ultimate resource for victory in life is, of
course, the record in the Word of God itself.
Both Israel and the Church have different
origins and distinctive destinies. And both
need to learn from their failures. The record
of both Israel and the Church - including
their failures - is also there for our learning.
One of the most interesting chapters in
the Bible is the critical assessment of
Israel’s history as was presented by a young
deacon named Stephen and is recorded in
the seventh chapter of the Book of Acts.
He aggressively brought his challenges
before the most august body of the nation the Sanhedrin itself - in what is one of the
most remarkable passages in the Bible.
The main thrust of Stephen’s indictment
highlighted the pattern of failures
throughout Israel’s entire history, initial
failures followed by subsequent repair.
Abraham was initially called out of the
Ur of the Chaldees to leave his family and
travel to a new land. But he waited 25 years
until his father died before following God’s
instructions. (In fact, from the subtleties of
the text in Acts 7 we discover a number of
things that elude casual readings in the Old
Testament: the fact the Pharaoh of the
Exodus was not an Egyptian, etc.)
Stephen’s presentation emphasized a
pattern of failure, that Israel repeatedly
failed the first time, and then succeeded on
their second. Joseph was sold into slavery
by his brothers, rose to become the prime
minister of the world, and yet Stephen notes
that it was on their second visit that they
recognized who he was.
Even Moses’ leadership was initially
rejected the first time, and then accepted
the second time. This pattern of failures was
also their repeated experience throughout
the entire Book of Judges: initial apostasy
and rebellion; then subsequent repentance,
and restoration. Again and again.
If you extract an outline of Stephen’s
message you will find a cascaded pattern of
failures toward a climax, “Which of the
prophets have your fathers not persecuted?
and they have slain them which showed
before of the coming of the Just One; of
whom ye have now been the betrayers and
murderers.” And you can then anticipate
his ostensible conclusion. However, he was
interrupted and then stoned. His martyrdom
interrupted the impending implied
prediction: that they will accept the “Just
One” at His second subsequent appearance!
This critique of Israel is from the Word
of God, and was also underscored by the
Lord Himself. During His “Triumphal
Entry,” His entrance to Jerusalem
presenting Himself as King, He wept, “And
when he was come near, he beheld the city,
and wept over it”, Saying, “If thou hadst

known, even thou, at least in this thy day,
the things which belong unto thy peace! but
now they are hid from thine eyes.”
This was the very day that Gabriel had
precisely predicted to Daniel five centuries
earlier. Therefore He then pronounced a
national blindness as a result of their failure
to recognize the significance of “this thy
day.” (This blindness is not permanent:
their ultimate repair will result from a
forthcoming trial.) He then also predicted
the impending fall of Jerusalem, “For the
days shall come upon thee, that thine
enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and
compass thee round, and keep thee in on
every side, And shall lay thee even with the
ground, and thy children within thee; and
they shall not leave in thee one stone upon
another…” Subsequently, 38 years later, the
Roman legions would lay siege to the city,
slaughtering over a million men, women
and children, in a disaster that is mourned
to this day. (The reason glass goblets are
crushed at a Jewish wedding is in
commemoration of this very tragedy.)
The Lord held them accountable for
knowing Daniel’s prophecy. There are
several sobering implications which emerge
from that revelation. However, their
national blindness is temporary, and awaits
a declared repentance. (They will ultimately
replace the church!)

The Failures of the “Church”
Both Israel and the Church have had
their failures. While each have had their
distinct origins and have distinct destinies,
we need to learn from both. The failures of
the Church are also dealt with in the Seven
Report Cards presented by the Lord
Himself in Revelation 2 & 3. Those two
chapters, in that most blessed of books, are
the most relevant to each of us.
John must certainly have been puzzled.
Exiled to the lonely island of Patmos, he
has just begun to receive what will become
known as the most elevated vision of things
to come given to any person in the history
of the Planet Earth. The vision begins with
a resurrected, immortal Jesus of Nazareth,
dictating seven letters for delivery to the
pastors of seven churches that existed
during the latter half of the first century.
With eyes of flames like fire and feet like
bronze that glows in a furnace, the Godman - who once was dead and now is alive
forevermore - is ill. In fact, He is about to
vomit!
For those who recognize the role and
perspective of these seven letters, it is clear
that we are, indeed, in the Laodicean Age.
The focus and design of each of the letters
have local, admonitory, and personal
application. However, they also profile - in
advance - the history of the church through
two thousand years. (In any other order, this
wouldn’t be true.) These seven letters
constitute “report cards” of the performance
of each representative church, containing
commendations, and admonitions regarding
needed correction, “good news” as well as
“bad news.” And, apparently, each church is
surprised. Those who thought they were
doing well, were not. Those who thought
they weren’t doing so well were encouraged
and doing better than they knew. (Each of
these letters gives us insight and food for
introspection.)
However, two of them have no good
news at all, Sardis and Laodicea. Sardis is
dead; “Christian” in name only. Unfruitful
denominationalism, apparently. Regarding
Laodicea, Jesus is really sick of
“lukewarm” Christianity. He is about to
vomit, “So then because thou art lukewarm,
and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee
out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am
rich, and increased with goods, and have
need of nothing; and knowest not that thou
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked.”
They think they are “rich and in need of

nothing,” but are actually “miserable, poor,
blind, and naked.” That’s about as graphic
and antithetical as you can get. There are
many who lay the blame for the astonishing
and sinister years of the holocaust in
Germany in the 1940’s at the feet of the
silent pulpits in Germany.
Let’s take stock of ourselves:
Ÿ Why is the divorce rate among
Christians no better than among
unbelievers?
Ÿ Is the “Gospel” actually preached in
your church? Can you even define it?
(1 Cor. 15:1-4).
Ÿ What is the status of Biblical literacy in
your fellowship? Is there an effective
program underway to improve it?
(We could continue to explore the
impending enslavement of America, but
that’s a topic for another article!)
We can’t help but notice the silent
exodus of people slipping out the back
doors of many churches almost unnoticed:
attracted but not retained; interested but not
inserted into fellowship; touched but not
transformed. They looked in briefly but
were disappointed in what they saw. We
also notice that many serious believers shun
the label “Christian”, yet meet during the
week in study groups, but have not found a
Sunday fellowship they find fruitful or
challenging.
It is relevant to recognize that our
present concept of “church” is a product
derived from 4th century politics. It ought
to be obvious to even the casual observer of
history that the real story of the church is
not the one recorded in secular history. Who
were the Waldensians? The Lollards? The
Stundists? The Anabaptists? The
Priscillians? The Bogomilians?
Petrobusians? Patarenians?
These names were given by their
enemies to those who claimed only the
name of Christ, and who were prepared to
suffer for His cause rather than submit to
those man-made traditions that they
believed contradicted the Word of God.
These were independent fellowships
outlawed and persecuted. Those intrepid
believers, “of whom the world was not
worthy,” were not only persecuted by civil
authorities, they were denounced, defamed,
and decimated by the professing church.
While many of us may have some
awareness of the history of tensions
between the Roman Catholics and the
Protestants, it may come as a shock to
discover that protestant leadership also
persecuted deviant groups who attempted to
adhere to Biblical doctrines. And some still
do. As we approach the “end times,” our
Lord admonished us, “As many as I love, I
rebuke and chasten, be zealous therefore,
and repent. Behold, I stand at the door, and
knock, if any man hear my voice, and open
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with me.
To him that overcometh will I grant to
sit with me in my throne, even as I also
overcame, and am set down with my Father
in his throne.” Notice that the Lord is
outside the Laodicean door, knocking! And
His call is to the sole individual. How
insightful… But an event is going to
remove the faithful, and then have them
replaced by 144,000 Israeli evangelists!

Our Impending Predicament
As we survey our own predicament in
our country, it is easy to become alarmed.
The widespread corruption is evident
throughout our land, in all the corridors of
power: in Wall Street as well as in
Washington. Our governments have
abandoned their foundational documents;
their legislators sign bills they don’t bother
to read; our schools deliberately dumbdown our youth, the media takes pride in
shaping opinions rather than informing the
electorate; the entertainment industry

At home, River Lodge, Reporoa, New Zealand

celebrates every form of sin and debauchery
it can devise, and we attempt to outlaw God
out of all public places as we abandon the
heritage which gave us the liberties and
abundance we’ve now come to take for
granted. And, where's the outrage? The
apathy and silence is astonishing! Some
would argue that God’s “Abandonment
Wrath” has already begun in America. Yet,
it still may not be too late.
The Scriptures extensively portray a
“God of the Second Chance.” God always
allows for repentance. God has declared a
clear and exciting promise, “If my people,
who are called by my name, shall humble
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and
turn from their wicked ways; then will I
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin,
and will heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14)
Notice that this is not addressed to those
in the corridors of power, or our population
in general: It is addressed to “My people,
who are called by my name.” It is, thus, I
trust, addressed to you and me.
If we will humble ourselves, and pray,
and seek His face, and turn from our
wicked ways - then He will forgive our sin
and heal our land. We desperately need a
national revival - but it must begin with you
and me. It is our sin that is standing in the
way of what God would prefer to do: to
have our people continue as a beachhead
for the Gospel to a hurting world.
Our destiny as a nation will not be
decided in the ballot boxes. It will be
devolve from our prayer closets. It should
be our prayer that all of these lessons not be
wasted.
(There is a prevalent heresy that “the
church has replaced Israel.” However, it
soon will be the other way around, Israel
will replace the church, after the Harpazo!
Think about it. Are you ready for your
“final exam”?)
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On the Errors of Replacement Theology
By William P. Welty, PhD., Executive Director, ISV Foundation, USA

Conservative, evangelical Christian tradition
teaches that Jesus the Messiah will one day
establish a worldwide empire with Jerusalem as
the international federal district, or capital city, of
the entire earth. This restored and expanded
national Israel will serve as the Messiah’s seat of
power for a period of one thousand years.
The technical term of theology that is
traditionally used to describe this hegemony
over the earth is the Millennium, a term that
descends from the Latin word meaning one
thousand, a direct reference to a specific
time period mentioned in Revelation 20:110. The establishment of Messiah’s rule
over the earth is clearly stated by the larger
context of this passage from the book of
Revelation as occurring subsequent to his
coming. That’s why this view of the rule of
the Messiah is called Pre-Millennialism.
But some Christian groups claim that
since the only reference to a specific
duration for the rule of Messiah as lasting
1,000 years is contained in Revelation
20:1-10, and since the book consists of
apocalyptic symbols, the reference to a
reign lasting for exactly ten centuries must
also be symbolic. Those who believe that
the Millennium will be of an indefinite, or
non-ending, duration are called AMillennialists. This group also considers the
rule of Jesus from Jerusalem as the capital
city of the earth to be symbolic.
A third view of the Millennial reign of
the Messiah, one which today seems to be
held only by theonomists and other aberrant
Christian groups, holds the view that the
world will gradually be conquered by the
Gospel, after which time Jesus will return
to assume the reins of world hegemony.
This view is called Post-Millennialism.
Ÿ We reject Post-Millennialism for the
very pragmatic reason that the world isn’t
getting better and better. Quite the opposite,
the New Testament makes it clear that the
world will become worse until the time of
world-wide judgment commonly called the
70th week of Daniel begins.
Ÿ We reject A-Millennialism on the
grounds that it misunderstands the meaning
and purpose of apocalyptic symbolism. The
events described in apocalyptic literature by
symbols are described as symbols, not
because they are less literal than normal
life, but because they transcend normal life.
Apocalyptic images are, in a word, more
literal than “real” life.
The Pre-Millennial view of the rule of
Jesus the Messiah over the earth with
Jerusalem as his capital city fits the natural
context of the book of Revelation.
Accordingly, we endorse that view.

The Rise of Replacement
Theology: A Consequence of
Rejecting Pre-Millennialism
But one of the consequences of rejecting
a Pre-Millennial view of end time events
has been the rise of Replacement Theology,
which claims that God is finished with his
dealings with the modern nation of Israel.
The erroneous doctrine of Replacement
Theology springs from the false view that
the existence of modern Israel was not
brought about in 1948 as part of a divine
plan for Israel. Replacement Theology
traditionally has been embraced by groups
such as the Anglican Church. Certain antiSemitic, pro-Palestinian and anti-Israel
groups that claim to be Christian are also

known to embrace this view of modern
Israel.
In the Bible, the prophetic books of
Daniel and the Revelation to John consist
primarily of apocalyptic literature. This
literary genre arose to popularity and
prominence during the time period between
the close of the Hebrew Scripture canon in
the mid-fifth century BC and the
completion of the New Testament canon in
the mid-first century AD. While it’s true
that end-time prophecies address the entire
non-believing inhabitants of the earth, a
restored Israel and its enemies are the
primary focus of the Bible’s prophecies
regarding end time events. Apocalyptic
literature discusses how God is going to
defeat Israel’s enemies and fulfill the
promises made to Israel about the reign of
Messiah HaNaggid, the Messiah-Prince of
Israel, over all of the earth.
Is the United States or any other nation
Israel? No. Irrespective of what you may
think of the uniquely American doctrines of
manifest destiny and American
exceptionalism, the United States of
America is not Israel. Is the United States
or any other non-Muslim nation state an
enemy of Israel? No. Not at present, at least,
despite what some perceive as the best
efforts of the currently sitting President of
the United States to change that status.
Therefore from the standpoint of
apocalyptic literature, all nations other than
Israel and its enemies are not mentioned by
name in biblical prophecy for the same
reason that Australia, Costa Rica, Nauru,
New Zealand, or even Zimbabwe are not
mentioned: these nations are not the focus
of end time events.

Romans 9-11: The Apostle Paul’s
Refutation of Replacement
Theology
The Apostle Paul answers the errors of
Replacement Theology in the ninth through
the eleventh chapters of his letter to the
Christians who were living in Rome. He
writes in Romans 9:4-5 that to the Israelis
alone…belong the adoption, the glory, the
covenants, the giving of the Law, the
worship, and the promises. 5To the Israelis
belong the patriarchs, and from them, the
Messiah descended, who is God over all,
the one who is forever blessed. Amen.
In the post-Crucifixion world of the first
century, A.D., the Apostle Paul reminds us
(Romans 9:6-8) that God’s plan for Israel
has never been abandoned.
6
Now it is not as though the word of
God has failed. For not all Israelis truly
belong to Israel, 7and not all of Abraham’s
descendants are his true descendants. On
the contrary, “It is through Isaac that
descendants will be named for you.” 8That
is, it is not merely the children born through
natural descent who were regarded as God’s
children, but it is the children born through
the promise who were regarded as
descendants. His comments in Romans 9:7
that “not all of Abraham’s descendants are
his true descendants” is a reminder that

there is more to being Jewish than merely
being a descendant of Abraham. It will be
this truth that forms the basis for the
salvation of the non-Jews to whom Paul
directed the majority of his evangelistic
efforts. Paul also reminds us that God is
righteous to take this posture with respect to
belief in him. In Romans 9:14-16, he
writes:
14
What can we say, then? God is not
unrighteous, is he? Of course not! 15For he
says to Moses, “I will be merciful to the
person I want to be merciful to, and I will
be kind to the person I want to be kind to.”
16
Therefore, God’s choice does not depend
on a person’s will or effort, but on God
himself, who shows mercy. For those who
are tempted to believe, erroneously, that
God’s willingness to base salvation on the
requirement to believe as opposed to being
related to Abraham, in Romans 9:23-26, the
Apostle Paul asks the following not-sorhetorical question:
23
Can’t he also reveal his glorious riches
to the objects of his mercy that he has
prepared ahead of time for glory—
24
including us, whom he also called, not
only from the Jews but from the gentiles as
well? 25As the Scripture says in Hosea,
“Those who are not my people
I will call my people,
and the one who was not loved
I will call my loved one.
26
In the very place where it was told them,
‘You are not my people,’ they will be called
children of the living God.”

Has God Rejected His People?
The Apostle Paul asks his Roman
Christian audience in Romans 11:1-12 this
important question, along with his answer
to the query: 1So I ask, “God has not
rejected his people, has he?” Of course not!
I am an Israeli myself, a descendant of
Abraham from the tribe of Benjamin. 2God
has not rejected his people whom he chose
long ago. … 5So it is at the present time:
there is a remnant, chosen by grace. 6But if
this is by grace, then it is no longer on the
basis of actions. Otherwise, grace would no
longer be grace. 7What, then, does this
mean? It means that Israel failed to obtain
what it was seeking, but the selected group
obtained it while the rest were hardened.
8
As it is written, “To this day God has put
them into deep sleep. Their eyes do not
see, and their ears do not hear.” 9And
David says, “Let their table become a
snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a
punishment for them. 10Let their eyes be
darkened so that they cannot see, and keep
their backs forever bent.”
11
And so I ask, “They have not stumbled
so as to fall, have they?” Of course not! On
the contrary, because of their stumbling,
salvation has come to the gentiles to make
the Jews jealous. 12Now if their stumbling
means riches for the world, and if their fall
means riches for the gentiles, how much
more will their full participation mean!
Do note, won’t you please, how the
Apostle Paul ends this section of Romans
11 by using the future tense verb to describe
the coming “full participation” (to use
Paul’s own words) in the unfolding plan of
God for the world. The only way that this
final sentence in verse twelve can carry any
existential meaning at all is if God has not
abandoned Israel. There remains a future
place for national Israel, and therefore
Replacement Theology is a false doctrine
with no biblical support.
Also, please notice how Paul concludes
Romans 11 with the following argument:

15

For if their rejection results in
reconciliation of the world, what will their
acceptance bring but life from the dead?
… 17Now if some of the branches have
been broken off, and you, a wild olive
branch, have been grafted in their place to
share the rich root of the olive tree, 18do
not boast about being better than the other
branches. If you boast, remember that you
do not support the root, but the root
supports you.
23
If the Jews do not persist in their
unbelief, they will be grafted in again,
because God is able to graft them in. …
25
For I want to let you know about this
secret, brothers, so that you will not claim
to be wiser than you are: Stubbornness
has come to part of Israel until the full
number of the gentiles comes to faith. 26In
this way, all Israel will be saved, as it is
written, “The Deliverer will come from
Zion; he will remove ungodliness from
Jacob. 27This is my covenant with them
when I take away their sins.”

Summary and Conclusions
Replacement Theology is false because
it fails to make a distinction between the
temporary setting aside of God’s dealings
with national Israel so as to bring the
Gospel to the ends of the earth, where the
gentiles live, and a permanent setting aside
of God’s dealing with Israel, which cannot
happen due to the promise of God made to
his original covenant people. The gentiles
have been grafted in to God’s family
through the faith requirements of the
Gospel of Jesus the Messiah, and as the end
of days sees the fulfillment of God’s plan
concerning Israel as a nation, we will again
see the hand of God moving on behalf of
the modern nation. Indeed, it’s already
evident from even the most cursory of
examinations of the history of conflict in
that nation between the Jews and their
enemies that the same God who sovereignly
moved to protect his own people in the past
is doing so again.
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An Interview with Kelvin Crombie
Presenter of Documentary, ‘Gallipoli, the Road to Jerusalem’
By Graeme Lee, Publisher Israel & Christians Today

What is the title of your
documentary?
Gallipoli - the road to Jerusalem

What does the title mean?
The main purpose is to reveal that
contrary to the understandings of most
Australians and New Zealanders, what
began at Gallipoli did not necessarily
continue onto the Western Front, but more
logically, it continued on in the region of
the Eastern Mediterranean.

What is the purpose of the
documentary?
The battle which began against the
Turks in Gallipoli continued against the
Turks in the Sinai, Palestine and Syria, but
the main objective was the conquest of
Jerusalem, which PM Lloyd George had
stated he wanted captured by Christmas
1917. From the British perspective, to have
lost at Gallipoli against what they regarded

as a second rate Army had to compensated
for by a victory against that same foe. That
victory would not be won in France or
Belgium, but only in the Turkish Empire.
A major question then to ask in this
context, is: why did the British PM
especially state Jerusalem as an objective a city which had virtually no political nor
military, nor strategic value? The very fact
that Jerusalem was stated indicates that this
conflict in the East transcended purely
military and strategic factors.

When did you first have the
vision for the documentary?
This perspective has been briefly
touched upon in my two previous
documentaries, 'The Battle for Zion' and
'From Exile to Restoration'. However a
number of years ago I sensed that with the
100th anniversary of Gallipoli this was the
ideal time to produce a doco not so much
detailing the actual battles, but more so the
background reasons for why we were there,

and the results/consequences of being there.
The conclusion of the matter is, that as a
result of the fighting of British, ANZAC,
Indian and French forces, the Turkish
Empire was defeated. This meant that those
minority groups remaining after the terrible
Genocides (which cost the lives of at least
1.8 million Christians) could be safe; and it
also resulted in the peace conference at San
Remo, which decided to grant mandates to
Britain and France to administer the former
Turkish empire areas in the Middle East.
The vote endorsing the British Mandate
for Palestine (which included the Balfour
Declaration) was actually taken on 25 April
1920!

What will we see in the
presentation?
You will see a lot of background (about
one hour) and not much actual fighting.
You will see footage shot in eleven different
countries as we have endeavoured to
provide a thorough background as to how

on earth our two countries even get there in
the first place! This includes the whole
reason behind why Price Henry the
Navigator even sent out his Portuguese
ships, and how the Dutch discovered us;
and why the British colonised us etc.

When will the documentary be
shown?
The first NZ premiere was held in
Blenheim on 24 March 2015, followed by
Wellington, Napier and Auckland.
Previously it was shown in Collie (WA),
Nambour and the Gold Coast (Qld) , NSW
State Parliament, and then after Melbourne
and Adelaide. In April there were premiere
showings in other various locations in
Western Australia.

How can people contact you?
We can be contacted at the following:

sales@heritageresources.com.au or
kelvin@heritageresources.com.au.

Growing Anti-Semitism in Britain
Courtesy of Israel Today
Popular British comedienne and actress
Maureen Lipman, 68, says she is
considering leaving the UK because of a
wave of anti-Semitism.
“When the going gets tough, the Jews
get packing,” Lipman said in an interview
with the London Broadcasting Company.
“It’s crossed my mind that it’s time to
have a look around for another place to
live. I’ve thought about going to New
York, I’ve thought about going to Israel.”
Since the January terrorist attacks in
Paris, anti-Semitism in Europe has come
under increasing scrutiny. According to a
survey by the Campaign Against AntiSemitism, a quarter of Jews have
considered leaving the UK in the last two

years and well over half feel they have no
long-term future in Europe.
“When the economy dries up, then they
turn on the usual scapegoat, the usual
suspect: the Jew,” said Lipman. “There is
one school of thought that says it’s
because of Israeli policies in the West
Bank, but it isn’t. There’s been antiSemitism for the past 4,000 years.”
A British All-Party Parliamentary
Inquiry reported that the number of antiSemitic incidents in the UK rose to a
record level in 2014, most of them sparked
by the 50-day Gaza war last summer.
“The threat against the Jewish
community is real and anxiety remains
high,” said Britain’s Chief Rabbi Ephraim

Mirvis. Lipman said
she cannot
comprehend the level
of hatred considering
the important
contribution the
Jewish people have
made to British
society.
“There are
245,000 Jews in this
country - what’s to
fear?” she wondered. “We don’t
proselytize, we don’t fly planes into
buildings, we generally keep on the right
side of the law. What is it? Because I don’t
understand it at all. We give in science and

in art, we give, we integrate, we help, we
try, we are philanthropic, and still [there is
rising anti-Semitism]…It’s very, very
depressing.”
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Reflections on Easter
Author unknown. Article supplied by Pastor Brian Hughes

Once a year on the Day of Atonement,
Yom Kippur, it would be the high priest’s
privilege to go alone into the Holy of
Holies to sprinkle blood on the mercy seat
and catch a glimpse of the Shekinah glory
of God.
In Jesus’ day, here’s what would
transpire: The week before Yom Kippur, the
high priest would never leave the temple
ground, for every day of that week, he
would rehearse what he would do on the
Day of Atonement. When that day finally
came, arrayed in his high priestly robes, he
would sacrifice a bull on the brass altar in
the courtyard as a dedicatory offering. That
done, he would take off his high priestly
garments and put on his linen garments long underwear, covered by a tunic and
sash. Then he would sacrifice another bull
as a sin offering for himself.

sprinkle the blood seven times on the
ground and seven times on the mercy seat.
After that, he would sacrifice the sacrificial
goat and take its blood back into the Holy
of Holies, where he would sprinkle it again
seven times on the ground and seven times
on the mercy seat. Finally, after sacrificing
the bull and going into the Holy of Holies,
and after sacrificing the goat and going into
the Holy of Holies, he would come back out
and place his hand upon the living goat,
saying, “Bear and be gone.” In other words,
“Bear the sin and take it away.”
Then, at last, the priest would stand
before the people. With both hands, he
would pronounce, “Forgiven,” and the
people would begin to hoop and holler and
celebrate because if the priest was not
purified properly, if he went into the Holy
Place presumptuously, his resulting death

Tabernacle at Timnah Park, Eliat, Israel

At this point, two goats would be
chosen by lot and a red scarlet cord would
be tied around one, signifying it was the
sacrificial goat. The other goat—the
scapegoat—would be carried into the
wilderness. Why two goats? Because our
sins are not only forgiven—they are
forgotten, carried away as far as the east is
from the west (Psalm 103:12).
The priest would then take the coals
from the outside altar with two handfuls of
incense into the Holy Place. And as he put
them on the altar of incense, a cloud would
fill the room. Returning to the brass altar,
he would carry the blood that had drained
from the bull back into the Holy Place, and
this time he would go through the veil into
the Holy of Holies, where he would

would signify that they weren’t forgiven. So
the people always waited to see if the high
priest would make it out of the Holy of
Holies. Are we forgiven? they wondered.
Did the sacrifices work? Is God pleased?
Are we okay?
Don’t you see what happened
concerning our High Priest? The whole
world was watching—without even
knowing for what they were watching. And
our Great High Priest, wrapped in white
linen, emerged from the Holy of Holies on
Easter Sunday. The tomb was the Holy of
Holies? Certainly, for when the disciples
peeked in that morning, they saw a bench
sprinkled with blood—His blood where His
body had lain. And we are told by the
Gospel writer that on either end of the

bench sat an angel. Thus the picture of a
blood-sprinkled mercy seat was complete.
When Jesus emerged from the tomb on the
third day, it was a declaration of
forgiveness—not just for a year, but for
eternity.
Therefore, because of the Resurrection,
we are confident that our sin—whatever it
is, whatever it was, whatever it will be—is
forgiven, forgotten, no longer an issue. The
Resurrection is crucial because if Jesus had
not come back from the dead, we would
never know if the offering took. And we
had no other Priest to send in.
“Show us the Father and it will suffice
us,” said Philip (see John 14:8). And he was
right, for the chabod, the glory of God as
seen in the Holy of Holies, is what the heart
of every man craves. Here’s the question:
Where are you in your walk with the Lord?
Maybe you’re in the courtyard, saying,
“I’m saved. The sacrifice was made for me.
Praise the Lord, I’m forgiven!” Many of
you are in that place, and that’s terrific - but
there’s more.…
Move out of the courtyard and into the
Holy Place, where you can serve - where
you’re trimming the lamps, that is, letting
your light shine for others; where you’re
changing the showbread, that is, feeding
others; where you’re involved in offering
incense, that is, praying for others. The
outer courtyard is the place of salvation.
The Holy Place is the place of service. Most
of us have realized and celebrated our
salvation and are now engaged in service.
But there’s a deeper, better place. It’s called
the Holy of Holies - it’s being in the
presence of the Lord.

“Tell Mary to come and help
me, Lord,” cried Martha.
“Oh, Martha, Mary has
chosen the better part - sitting
in My presence,” answered
Jesus (Luke 10:40-42).
“What a waste,” complained
Judas as Mary anointed Jesus’
head with costly perfume. “That
money could have been used to
feed the poor.”
“On the contrary,” said Jesus.
“What she has done will be
spoken of throughout the world
for all time” (Matthew 26:13).

The highest, deepest, richest place to be
is sitting in the presence of the Lord. There
may come a day when we as Christians
finally understand that it’s not what we’re
doing for Him in the Holy Place, but being
with Him in the Holy of Holies that matters.
There is nothing that more closely
approximates heaven than being in the
presence of the Lord.
“But there’s a problem,” you might be
saying. “When I go into the Holy of Holies,
when I spend time in the presence of the
Lord, my sin is ever before me. I see huge
splotches on the garments I thought were
fairly white.”
You’re in good company, for when did
Isaiah cry, “Woe is me. I am a man of
unclean lips”? When he was in the presence
of the Lord (see Isaiah 6). But the good
news is this: An awareness of sin ushers in
repentance. “Lord, I’m not what I thought I
was, and I’m not who I want to be.” You
know, I never have those thoughts when
I’m playing squash. So if I fill my life with
enough activity, I never have to deal with
the splotches. People immerse themselves
in hobbies, recreation, or even ministry
because if they stay busy enough, they can
walk around feeling pretty clean.
It’s only when I come with you and sit
before the Lord or have a quiet time in the
morning hour that I say, “I’m dirty.” And
conscious repentance results in unconscious
holiness. For although we leave the Holy of
Holies feeling as though we’re not worthy,
as though we’re inadequate, as though
we’re inconsistent—others see in us a
holiness of which we are not even aware.
When Moses descended from Mount
Sinai after receiving the Ten
Commandments, although he didn’t realize
it, his face glowed (Exodus 34:29).
Likewise, there are young men, older
women, middle age guys who will choose
to go deeper in the Lord, saying, “I’m not
going to be satisfied in the courtyard
celebrating salvation. And I’m not even
going to be satisfied trimming wicks,
changing bread, and offering incense. I’m
going to be one who goes into the Holy of
Holies.”
If you make that decision, God’s
greatness, grace, and glory will cause you
to repent and say, “I’m nothing.”
But people around you will say, “Man,
you’re glowing. Share with us. Help us.”
Truly, a man who has been in the
presence of God will, like Isaiah, say, “Woe
is me.” But he’ll be used. He’ll be blessed.
He’ll glow because conscious repentance
leads to unconscious holiness.
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The Agenda of Islam - A War Between Civilisations
By Professor Moshe Sharon. Abridged by the Publisher

There is no Fundamental Islam
“Fundamentalism" is a word that came
from the heart of the Christian religion. It
means faith that goes by the word of the
Bible. Fundamental Christianity, or going
with the Bible, does not mean going around
and killing people. There is no fundamental
Islam. There is only Islam full stop. The
question is how the Koran is interpreted.
All of a sudden we see that the greatest
interpreters of Islam are politicians in the
western world. They know better than all
the speakers in the mosques, all those who
deliver terrible sermons against anything
that is either Christian or Jewish. These
western politicians know that there is good
Islam and bad Islam. They know even how
to differentiate between the two, except
that none of them know how to read a word
of Arabic.

The Language of Islam
You see, so much is covered by politically
correct language that, in fact, the truth has
been lost. For example, when we speak
about Islam in the west, we try to use our

own language and terminology. We speak
about Islam in terms of democracy and
fundamentalism, in terms of
parliamentarism and all kinds of terms,
which we take from our own dictionary.
One of my professors and one of the
greatest orientalists in the world says that
doing this is like a cricket reporter
describing a cricket game in baseball
terms. We cannot use for one culture or
civilization the language of another. For
Islam, you've got to use the language of
Islam.

Driving Principles of Islam
Let me explain the principles that are
driving the religion of Islam. Of course,
every Moslem has to acknowledge the fact
that there is only one God.
But it's not enough to say that there is
only one God. A Moslem has to
acknowledge the fact that there is one God
and Mohammed is his prophet. These are
the fundamentals of the religion that
without them, one cannot be a Moslem.
But beyond that, Islam is a civilization.

Stopover in Israel

It is a religion that gave first and foremost
a wide and unique legal system that engulfs
the individual, society and nations with
rules of behaviour. If you are Moslem, you
have to behave according to the rules of
Islam which are set down in the Koran and
which are very different than the teachings
of the Bible.

The Bible
Let me explain the difference.
The Bible is the creation of the spirit of a
nation over a very, very long period, if we
talk from the point of view of the scholar,
and let me remain scholarly. But there is
one thing that is important in the Bible. It
leads to salvation. It leads to salvation in
two ways.
In Judaism, it leads to national salvation
- not just a nation that wants to have a
state, but a nation that wants to serve God.
That's the idea behind the Hebrew text of
the Bible.
The New Testament that took the
Hebrew Bible moves us toward personal
salvation. So we have got these two kinds

of salvation, which, from time to time,
meet each other.
But the key word is salvation. Personal
salvation means that each individual is
looked after by God, Himself, who leads a
person through His word to salvation. This
is the idea in the Bible, whether we are
talking about the Old or the New
Testament. All of the laws in the Bible,
even to the minutest ones, are, in fact
directed toward this fact of salvation.
Secondly, there is another point in the
Bible, which is highly important. This is
the idea that man was created in the image
of God. Therefore, you don't just walk
around and obliterate the image of God.
Many people, of course, used Biblical rules
and turned them upside down. History has
seen a lot of massacres in the name of God
and in the name of Jesus. But as religions,
both Judaism and Christianity in their
fundamentals speak about honouring the
image of God and the hope of salvation.
These are the two basic fundamentals.

Funnel Cloud, Israeli style

Starling sunset in the Negev

Courtesy of Israel Today
Every year, 500 million visitors come
to Israel. They arrive without booking a
flight because - they have their own wings!
For migratory birds, the Holy Land is a
popular rest stop on their way from Europe
to Africa and back.
These beautiful creatures come in
many colors, sizes and shapes.
One spectacle is the starlings, creating
beautiful choreographies with their swarms
over the skies.

Walk on Water: A pelican on the Sea of Galilee

By the way, do you know
Israel’s national bird?
It’s the hoopoe!

A white peace dove nestles
in the Western Wall

A Taste of Stings to Come:
Bee-eaters feast on
bees and wasps!

Flight Instructor: A scientist attaches an electronic
sensor to trace the route of a migrating bird
Birdwatchers in the Red Sea resort of Eilat

ISRAELI’S NATIONAL BIRD: The hoopoe achieved this honour
because it’s friendly, it’s not afraid of people and - it’s beautiful!

Go Fish: An osprey swoops in for a catch
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Jewish Refugees
By Koen Carlier, Christians for Israel Leader in the Ukraine
We visited the Eastern Ukrane for the
fourth time this year. In this instance it was
at the invitation of Hesed, in the eastern city
of Zaporozhe. Hesed is a Jewish aid
organisation that, primarily, cares for needy
elderly Jewish people. In recent months
there’s been an increase in the number of
Jewish refugees. We mainly took them
winter clothes. During lunch we had the
opportunity to introduce ourselves, and we
told them that the Bible described the return
that is now taking place, many years ago.
“Both returning to the war zone and/or
remaining here are senseless. Consider the
possibility of returning to Israel
permanently”, we said. They listened
attentively, and the Jewish refugees asked
many questions. The plan now, is for
Hessed and the Jewish Agency to pursue
A group of Jewish refugees mainly fled from
Luganck and Donetsk, now in Zaporozhe

this matter further, and when things are
ready for a visit to the Consul, we shall hire
busses to transport them there for their
interviews. At the moment there are 150
Jewish refugees, 60 of which reside in a
shelter and the rest are dispersed throughout
the city. We also had a discussion with the
Jewish Agency in Dnepropetrovsk where a
second shelter for Jewish refugees has been
opened. Of the 134 people presently
residing there, more than half will be
leaving permanently for Israel before
Pesach (Jewish Passover). But new families
keep turning up, especially from the cities
of Luhansk and Donetsk. The care and
accommodation is very costly, and the
Jewish Agency has requested Christians for
Israel, as well as two other Christian Aliyah
organisations, to continue paying. In the
short term, an amount of 100,000 Euro for
the coming four months is needed to cover
their stay, care, and assistance in going to
Israel.

Encouragement

A group of Jewish refugees mainly fled from
Luganck and Donetsk, now in Dnepropetrovks

The following day we had personal
discussions with quite a few Jewish
refugees, and we had the opportunity to
encourage them from the Word of God and
to listen to them. The older Jewish people
in particular, have great difficulty in
understanding that war is raging in the
eastern part of their country. But they are
very thankful for being in a safe place,
receiving three meals per day and learning
Hebrew while preparing for Aliyah/
immigration. Most of these people do not
have any travel documents, and this must
be sorted out before they can leave.

Good News
Mariupol, a harbour city with 480,000
inhabitants, situated in the south-eastern
Ukraine is expected to be attacked by the

Jewish refugee children happy with the clothes we brought for them

Sepaparists soon. The good news is that
busses are regularly hired (our suggestion
to the Jewish Agency previously) for eight
hour trips to transport people for interviews
and visas. In mid-March, the first group of
eleven olim will be permanently leaving for
Israel. Our shelter close to Kiev is a hive of
activity with the continuous coming and
going of Jewish refugees and olim who stay
the night prior to their departure. On 15
March, a group of fifteen olim, whom
Christians for Israel brought from five
cities, stayed there. On 16 March, all of
them departed, including Jewish refugee,
Sergei (you can read his story on the
website). He lived in our safe house for a
period of five weeks. His son is also now in
our safe house and he hopes to leave for
Israel within a few weeks too!
Your prayers and assistance remain
vital, and the Jewish people are thankful for
it!
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