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Hi there, and welcome to
our first edition of Israel
and Christians Today for
2018. I trust you have all
had a great summer
holiday (here in the
southern hemisphere
anyway) and are looking
forward to great things this year, thank
you so much for joining us.
2018 promises to be an exciting year, and
already the media has been filled with
news of ever more bizarre happenings
around the world. The ever-entertaining
President Trump has made statements
confirming the fantastic move of the US
Embassy in Israel to Jerusalem. The
inevitable uproar was quickly drowned
however by the US government shutdown
– over a million government employees
unable to come to work – as power
politics in the US Congress played out. In
the midst of this Turkey has made attacks
on Syria, thousands of New Zealand
students got their NCEA results back, oh,
and our Prime Minister is having a baby.
The world can easily seem filled with
turmoil, pressure and disagreement. It is
at times like this that I am so grateful to
live in a country that enjoys peace. Over
the holidays I was able to spend a

wonderful evening with my family at a
beach not too far from my home. Having
a swim, then sitting on the sand
barbecuing some dinner, we looked out at
a beautiful evening sky and calm waters, a
picture of peace. It is so easy to take for
granted when we are so far away from the
turmoil on the television, but yet it is so
important that we are mindful of those
who cannot experience that peace due to
the anger all around them. It is a great
privilege to hear stories from Israel,
Ukraine and other countries where
Christians for Israel is working,
supporting projects that provide food and
clothing, through to helping Jewish
brothers and sisters make Aliyah. Thank
you to our many generous supporters who
make this possible, as we see Biblical
prophecy being fulfilled right before our
eyes.
Later this year Israel will celebrate 70
years of independence. Through all the
war, the fighting, the negotiations and the
international condemnation, Israel has
searched for only one thing: peace.
Surrounded by countries that would like
to see it destroyed, Israel has instead
thrived. There are obviously many things
that the young country has yet to work
through, but in so many ways Israel is
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now leading the world. Whichever way
you look at it, it would seem that God is
indeed blessing Israel. We look forward to
joining with them later in the year in
celebration of this milestone, 70 years.
Whilst our Christians for Israel colleagues
are working hard in the cold of the
northern hemisphere winter, our brothers
and sisters in the Pacific Islands are also
hard at work. During March we are
looking forward to a South Pacific visit
from Rev. Willem Glashouwer, the
Christians for Israel International

President. Christians for Israel Fiji is
holding a conference with a full week of
meetings, followed by the official launch
of Christians for Israel in Tonga and then
the Cook Islands. Both Tonga and the
Cook Islands are more recently
established branches, and we look forward
to Willem being able to share at many
meetings in these islands.
May you have a fantastic 2018, and thank
you again for joining us in support of
Israel.

NZ Against Jerusalem as Capital
Courtesy of New Zealand Herald

voted against it. Another 35 countries
abstained, including Australia and Canada.
Foreign Minister Winston Peters said
New Zealand sided with the majority of
UN member states.
“The resolution reflects New Zealand’s longheld support for a two-state solution to the
conflict,” he said. “The resolution called for
the acceleration of efforts to achieve a
comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the
Middle East. This is something we all can
support.”
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern signalled
the country would stand against the US,
saying the move to recognise Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital threatened peace.
In December 2017, New Zealand voted
against the United States’ move to
recognise Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.
The UN General Assembly
overwhelmingly rejected the Trump
administration’s decision to recognise
Jerusalem, which was repeatedly criticised

as undermining the prospects for peace.
Until now, US policy has been to avoid
declaring Jerusalem the capital of Israel, as
the Palestinians also claim it.

But Washington lashed out, saying the
United States would remember the day it
was singled out for exercising its right as a
sovereign nation.

Despite blunt warnings of US funding
cuts, 128 countries voted in favour of the
non-binding resolution and only nine

“We will remember it when, once again, we
are called up to make the world’s largest
contribution to the UN, and we will

remember it when many countries come
calling on us to pay even more and to use
our influence for their benefit,” said Nikki
Haley, the US ambassador to the UN.
Ardern told Tim Dower on Newstalk ZB
that New Zealand had always held the
same position and added that it would be
premature to vote otherwise until there
had been a peaceful resolution.
“New Zealand has long supported the twostate solution. This is not about any other
nations relative position be it Australia or be
it the United States, it’s about maintaining
our independent foreign policy and our
position around support of that two-state
solution so I don’t think it should be
something that is framed that is for or
against the US.”
When questioned why not, Ardern said
anything that happened before it was
resolved “would be premature”.
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“Certainly any moves like those taken by the
US don’t take us any further towards that
resolution and that’s the argument that New
Zealand has made and obviously a number
of other countries have made that point as
well so to sit alongside hundreds of other
countries I think it’s fair to say that there's a
real sentiment there, but yes, ultimately we
need to find a peaceful solution but that's
what needs to come first.”

February 2018
Tevet - Shevat - Adar 5778

“No vote in the United Nations is going to
make any difference on that,” she said. “But
this vote will make a difference in how
Americans look at the UN and how we look
at countries that disrespect us at the UN.
And this vote will be remembered.”

the Middle East where the US decision
has sparked protests and been condemned
by Arab governments. Underscoring the
US isolation on the issue, even many allies
have publicly appealed to the
administration to reverse its position and
leave Jerusalem’s status undecided until
Israelis and Palestinians negotiate terms.

Although the measure is nonbinding, it
carries political resonance, particularly in

The list of countries whose
representatives came to the podium

Haley said the US Embassy would move
to Jerusalem regardless of the vote.

included many adversaries that have
squared off with the Trump
Administration, including Venezuela,
Syria and North Korea. They all portrayed
Trump’s decision to recognise Jerusalem
and move the embassy as a boon for
extremists and an obstacle to peace.

The Lord’s Coming is Near!
By Brian Hughes, Calvary Chapel, Auckland

The word Hanukah in Hebrew means
‘dedication’ which also marks the rededication of the Temple after its
desecration in 165 BC by Antiochus
Epiphanies, who slaughtered a pig on the
altar of sacrifice in Jerusalem. The story
is retold that just several miles north of
Jerusalem in Modi’in, from their
mountain camp, a weary band of Jewish
soldiers watched in dismay as the huge
Syrian army approached their
stronghold. The odds against them were
incredible. Behind the city walls were
3,000 Jewish fighters, tattered and
scarred from three years of battles.
Coming toward them was the world’s
then mightiest military power. The
Syrian army numbered more than
50,000.
The impossible odds, however, did not
seem to discourage the Jewish warriors.
Their leader, a fearless general with huge
arms which caused him to bear the
nickname ‘the Hammerer’, looked out at
the approaching army and shouted,

“Don't be afraid of them! Fight for your
God” and the Lord brought them a
miraculous victory. All this took place
during a 400-year period in history
symbolised by the blank page in our
Bibles between Malachi and Matthew.
Hanukah is the celebration of the
Temple cleansing and dedication after
that victory over Antiochus Epiphanes.
When the rededication of the Temple
was to take place, one flask of the holy
oil, enough to light the menorah for only
one day, was found to be undefiled.
However, according to tradition, the oil
lasted for eight days, the time needed for
a new supply to be prepared.
The Bible tells us in John 10:22-23 that
Yeshua was in Jerusalem celebrating this
Feast. “Now it was the Feast of Dedication
in Jerusalem, and it was winter. And Jesus
walked in the temple, in Solomon’s porch.”
At first, Yeshua told His disciples that “I
am the Light of the World” in reference to
bringing eternal life through His love and
sacrifice, and then later He told them

that “You (and all who believe) are the light
of the world. A city that is set on a hill
cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp
and put it under a basket, but on a lamp
stand, and it gives light to all who are in the
house. Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works and

glorify your Father in heaven.” (Mt 5:14-16)
Hanukah was celebrated 12-20 December
last year. As believers in Yeshua, may we
rededicate our lives to Him, that His true
Light may shine in and through us to an
ever darkening world.

Nations
BLESS ISRAEL
Across the nation and around the world

29 April 2018
On Sunday 29 April this year there is an
opportunity to participate as a global
family – to release a wave of praise to God
and blessing to Israel right around the
world.
Following on from the success of the
inaugural event in 2017, it is a simple but
powerful call for churches, organisations
and communities to come together in love
and unity; to stand in agreement across
our nation and link with other nations.

There are two parts to the call –
Shofars at sunrise, and an
evening gathering.

People will blow shofars in unison and
pray across their nation at 7am, and then
from 7-9pm join in the live event or come
together in church or in their community,
to connect and agree together by live
stream. This will all take place on Sunday
29 April.
Nations Bless Israel will begin in New
Zealand and the nations at the ends of the
earth from Israel, and will pass from
county to country as each nation who
wants to participate holds their own event
at 7pm, in their own time zone.
As praise and blessing passes from nation
to nation, incense will arise night and day.

From the rising of the sun to it’s going
down God’s name will be praised. It is a
wonderful expression of Malachi 1:11.
“My name will be great among the nations,
from where the sun rises to where it sets. In
every place incense and pure offerings will be
brought to me, because my name will be
great among the nations,” says the LORD
Almighty.
In the 70th birthday of Israel’s rebirth as a
nation, brother and sister nations will
send blessing to Israel.
We are standing in active agreement with
Gen 12:3, and choosing as Christians to

take spiritual authority and responsibility,
to align our nations with Israel.
If you would like to know more, or if you
would be interested in hosting an event in
your nation or in your community, there
is further information on our website:

www.nationsblessisrael.website
Or contact us directly by email on
info@nationsblessisrael.com
We’re inviting nations to join in releasing
a synchronised wave of worship and
blessing around the world. Make sure
you’re part of it.

History
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Allenby’s Miraculous Taking of
Jerusalem Remembered
By Joanna Moss, NZ Friends of Israel, Wellington

It is difficult for us civilians to appreciate
the kind of pressure generals are under in
wartime and how much more so when the
one appointed before you have failed and
the task appears insurmountable. This
was the dilemma facing General Allenby
when he was plucked from the Western
Front and given the job of leading the
Allied forces in the Sinai Palestine
campaign replacing General Murray. But
if that was not enough he was told to
deliver Jerusalem as a Christmas present
to the British people that same year - 1917
at a time of a stalemate and without a
shot being fired!
The story of the capture of Jerusalem
following a Turkish surrender is even
more miraculous and of biblical
proportions when the whole story
emerges from the pages of history. It
involves many people and unique facets.
Before his departure for the Middle East,
Allenby was summoned by the first Sea
Lord (Head of the British Navy) Admiral
Lord Fisher and told that he was God’s
instrument for the deliverance of
Jerusalem in December 1917 following
several hours of biblical discussions. Two
19th century prophecy books had foretold
British liberation of Jerusalem in 1917 and
the method by which it would be achieved
– a flying machine. This was way before
planes had even been invented! It must
have humbled him and spurred him on to
become better acquainted with the Bible
for he spent much time lecturing his
soldiers on the sites and their significance.
Why did the writers pick 1917? In Leviticus
26.28 it states there would be a ‘seven
times’ punishment for national apostasy.
That’s how serious God regards Jewish
apostasy. So seven times a Jewish year
with 360 days for their year, equates to
2520 years. So starting from 604BC beginning of the Babylonian invasion and
adding 2520 years equals 1917. Meantime,
of course, God was watching over the land
and keeping it. The lack of rainfall
inhibited cultivation and occupation.

After the coastal victories from Beersheba
onwards, the Allied forces moved inland
towards the Judean hills in late 1917 only
to encounter fierce opposition from dug
in Turks and wintery conditions. By early
December they were close to Jerusalem
and facing much fire that they could not
return. The situation seemed hopeless. It
was at that point Allenby cabled PM Lloyd
George whose response left it up to him.
He then cabled the King; whose response
was “Pray about it”.
That morning, 9 December, the first daily
reading from the English Book of Prayer
was Isaiah 31. In Isaiah 31:4-5 there is a
reference to a lion and a young lion
roaring on his prey. Allenby made the
connection with Britain as the lion nation
and the young lion being the
Commonwealth nations. The passage goes
on to say that as birds flying by, the Lord
will defend, deliver and preserve Jerusalem.
Allenby realised that in using the airforce,
the Lord would give him victory. So he
wrote a note to be dropped all over the city
and ordered many planes to take to the air
and fly low in a show of force. The letter
read, “Surrender the city – Allenby” in
Arabic. Little did the General know that in
Arabic his name was translated as Al Nabi
meaning, The Prophet. Nor did he realise
that an old Arabic was saying that the
Turks will not leave Jerusalem until the
River Nile flows into Palestine and the
prophet expels them from the city, again a
seeming impossibility. The Nile water was
indeed flowing into Palestine by virtue of
the wartime pipeline that brought Nile
water to the parched troops in the Sinai
and on into Palestine. Terrified by the
number of planes, their noise and possible
attacks from the air, the Turkish governor
signed a surrender and Turkish forces
began departing under cover of night at
2am and were all gone by 7am without a
shot being fired. Exactly four hundred
years of Turkish occupation had ended.
Four hundred is a precise number and
associated in the Bible with the period of
slavery in Egypt et al.

Raymond Minniecon from Australia sits at
a grave during a ceremony marking the
100th anniversary of Beersheba

But the story’s significance does not stop
there. 9 December 1917 was 24th of Kislev,
the beginning of Hannukah, the festival of
lights and feast of temple liberation for the
Jewish people by the Maccabees. Allenby
was likened to them. The prophet Haggai
highlights this day in a number of verses
saying pay attention to it, and the context
clearly links the verse with Jerusalem,
holiness and defilement. Also, that date
was the end of the year 1335 in the Islamic
calendar and the prophet; Daniel promises
a blessing after 1335 days (Year/Day
principle as per Num. 14:34; Ez. 4:6).

the handover events. While stationed in
Cairo he had a Jewish Star of David flag in
blue and white created to raise should he
reach Jerusalem. On 11th December prior
to the official handover, he climbed the
Citadel of David; a symbol of Roman
oppression and flew his flag in victory
much to the delight of the Jews and the
chagrin of the Arab inhabitants. Later
Allenby was to order it taken down. But it
flew for twenty minutes nonetheless.
However, Allenby knew who the city
belonged to. Salek was not disciplined for
insubordination.

So in this story, we have the Torah, the
words of several prophets, edicts from a
King and a Prime Minister, and three
calendars that mark key dates. There is
also the involvement of the Navy, the
Army and the Airforce from a number of
lands and a remarkable victory over the
central city in the Bible all without a shot
being fired. All the details come together
to fulfil precisely what was promised. No
other general could have done it. No
other date would have sufficed.

As for Allenby himself, he may have
realised that a task as big as that would
require a sacrifice. There is always a
sacrifice for greatness in God. Perhaps it
came in the death of his only child, a son
at the end of July 1917 on the Western
Front. But he would have realised that in
coming to Jerusalem he had a father who
knew all about losing his only son in that
city and was no doubt comforted by Him.

The New Zealand connection is equally
remarkable. Private Louis Salek from
Wellington, a Jewish soldier, serving with
the Australian medical forces was part of

So what does it mean for us today 100
year later and post 1967? Keep your eyes
on Jerusalem. God keeps his promises, and
we need to study and know his word to
see its fulfilment. He is speaking to us
today as much as he did in days gone by.

ANZAC Museum An Historic Link
The new ANZAC museum (Be’er Sheva
Anzac Memorial Centre), primarily funded
by Jewish National Fund (JNF) Australia,
lies on the grounds of the Commonwealth
War graves cemetery in Be’er Sheva. It will
provide a focus and an anchor for
Australian and New Zealand tourists
beyond the cemeteries and battle sites.
This is important, for many visitors want
a visual reminder of the campaign and to
have access to battle materials to make it
come alive to them.
As you approach the entrance, you see the
bronze of an Australian light horseman
with his horse standing under the eve.
Then at the main doorway stand two
other bronze figures side by side –

a British soldier and a New Zealand
Mounted Rifleman. They don’t look very
tall.
One large room comprises the main part
of the museum ideal for group visits,
complete with a large map on a pedestal
outlining the battle manoeuvres, multiple
audiovisual terminals to highlight stories
and some display cabinets with artefacts
from the campaign, including a few New
Zealand ones. Along the far wall are
panels displaying the story of an
Australian soldier right through the
campaign until his death in the Battle of
Beersheba. Next visitors enter the theatre
and watch an Australian movie about the
bush boy ANZAC heroes. As the movie

progresses the theatre lifts up to the level
of the viewing platform over the
cemetery, and the exit is via this platform
making a poignant reminder that many
died.
Local volunteers have been enlisted to
help with guiding. One of the volunteers
is an Australian called Colin Fremder
who came to Israel as a young man and
stayed. Now retired, he is able to meet
and talk with visitors providing a
personal ANZAC touch. As the Museum
is still in its developmental phase, it may
well be possible for New Zealand to have
greater input.
British & NZ Mounted Riflemen bronzes greet visitors
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By John Dunning, Managing Trustee, Inspirational Media

On our website homepage, we are going
through David Pawson’s “Unlocking The
Bible” video series, starting with the New
Testament. Why not join us in the
journey on www.inspirational.org.nz?
We are now working our way through
the Gospels. Each Gospel provides an
extra dimension to Jesus, so we get a
four-dimensional image.
The first three gospels provide a 3D
external picture of Jesus, (‘synoptic’), and
John adds a fourth by showing us Jesus’
Deity.

>> Matthew shows us
Jesus as King

He introduces his gospel with the family
tree on Joseph’s side going back to King
David proving that Yeshua was, by rights,
the legal King. (When we get to Luke we see
how he covers the family tree on Mary’s side,
going back to King David.) The half-Jew
Herod purchased his kingship from the
Romans and had no natural claim
whatsoever. Matthew emphasised that
Jesus is the much anticipated Messiah,
promised by God through His prophets.
He regularly quotes from the “Old
Testament”, showing that the ‘New
Covenant’ is what the former covenant
was leading up to. Matthew writes to
show that the prophecies all point to Jesus.

>> Mark shows us the
servant nature of our
King
(The Bible Society just published a book on
Elizabeth the Second called, “The Servant
Queen and the King She Serves.”)

>> Luke shows us the
humanity of Jesus
>> John shows us the
divinity of Jesus
Acts is Luke part 2, showing Jesus
working through the disciples by the

Holy Spirit, after His return to His
Father.
We don’t get the correct view of Jesus
without this 4D image. Now all can see
who He is, and why He is worth dying
for, which starts happening to Jesus’
followers from the book of Acts
onwards.
The family of Jesus is the only family
that doesn’t lose members through
death!

Follow the story with us,
on our website:
www.inspirational.org.nz

Christians for Israel’s Book Club
For more information on each book, for other books not advertised below, or to place an order, you can now go to our website www.c4israel.org.nz and purchase online.
Alternatively complete the coupon on the back page of this newspaper and post or email it. Please include payment or pay by internet banking (put your name as reference).

Jerusalem 50 Years
Reunited

Special
.50
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$

50% off
One-Time Edition
Collector’s Item
This limited edition commemorative edition
magazine celebrating Jerusalem 50th anniversary
since her reunification in 1967 is beautifully
illustrated, with in-depth articles, inspiring
interviews, facts, time-lines and much more. A
'must have' for everyone who has a heart for Israel.
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What is next on
God’s agenda?
Read it here!

RRP $60
Save $25

How do the Covenants made with Israel relate to
the Biblical concept of the Kingdom of God?
These and other questions will be answered in
this thought-provoking book

This important book explores the Biblical
significance of Israel and the Jewish people for
Christians today. It looks at the concepts of
replacement theology, election and covenants. It
challenges the church to embrace and bless the
Jewish people and the nation of Israel.

RRP $60
Save $20

The series Why Israel? Why Jerusalem? and Why End
Times? explores the Biblical significance of Israel and
the Jewish people for Christians today. It gives an
inside look from a Biblical, historical and prophetic
perspective at God’s work with Israel.

Why Israel? Book,
DVD & Study Guide
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