
Together with the Jewish people, we mourn the 
death of Shimon Peres, who dedicated his life for 

the nation and people of Israel.

At the start of the Jewish New Year 5777, may the 
Jewish people be comforted by the words of Isaiah 

and the prophets, that the Almighty will never 
forget the promises He made to his people Israel.
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Editorial02

>> The Jewish people in 
Europe are wondering if they 
have a future in Europe. We 
shouldn’t be surprised.

On 27th September, together with my 
colleagues at the European Coalition for Israel 
(ECI), I attended a conference in the European 
Brussels Parliament entitled ‘The Future of the 
Jewish Communities in Europe’, to which ECI 
was invited alongside Members of the 
European Parliament and European Jewish 
community organisations.

Hundreds of Jewish community leaders from 
across Europe expressed their deep concerns 
about the rise of Anti-Semitism in Europe. 
Many European Jews are questioning whether 
there is a future for them and their children. 
The Jewish population in the EU (not 
including the former Soviet republics) declined 
from about 2 million in 1991 to 1.4 million in 
2010. Statistics show that the exodus from 
Europe is growing, with about 10,000 Jews 
leaving Europe for Israel last year, among them 
8,000 from France. The frequency and 
intensity of anti-Semitic acts is rising 
dramatically, as witnessed by the recent 
attacks in Paris and Brussels.

“If Jews do not feel safe in Europe, they leave,” 
explained former Chief Rabbi, Lord Jonathan 
Sacks in his keynote speech. “Would you stay 
in a country where you need armed police to 
guard you while you prayed? Where your 
children need armed guards to protect them at 
school? Where, if you wear a sign of your faith 
in public, you risk being abused or attacked?” 
he asked the audience.

Sacks warned that, “The hate that starts with 
Jews never ends with Jews. It is not only Jews 
who suffer from anti-Semitism. We make a 
great mistake if we think anti-Semitism is a 
threat only to Jews. Anti-Semites are people 
who cannot accept responsibility for own 
failures and attack others. They blame the 
Jews. But they will not stop with attacking 
Jews.” 

Sacks went on to explain how anti-Semitism 
mutates over time and takes different forms in 
different ages. “Today the Jews are hated 
because of their nation state, the state of 
Israel. The new justification for anti-Semitism 
is human rights. That is why Israel - the only 
fully-functioning democracy in the Middle 
East with a free press and independent 
judiciary - is regularly accused of the five 
cardinal sins against human rights: racism, 
apartheid, crimes against humanity, ethnic 
cleansing and attempted genocide.”

In a similar vein, Rabbi Menachim Margolin of 
the European Jewish Association pulled no 
punches. “Today I spoke with the Chief Rabbi 
of Israel and we are in complete agreement. 
The situation of the Jews in Europe today is a 
crisis of the same proportions as the financial 
crisis and the refugee crisis. Just as Europe is 
putting massive resources to solve these crises, 

so too a real action plan is needed to address 
the growing anti-Semitism in Europe. Too 
little is being done.” 

French philosopher Bernard-Henri Lévy 
agreed with Lord Sacks that anti-Zionism is a 
new form of anti-Semitism. Israel is far from 
perfect, but it is a beacon of light in the Middle 
East. He called the BDS (boycotts, sanctions 
and divestments) movement of today ‘recycled 
fascism’, which is using old methods from the 
1930s to demonise Jews.

But Lévy was more optimistic in assessing the 
overall threat to the Jewish communities. “The 
anti-Semites of today are skinheads and 
illiterates, not the intellectual class. The 
political institutions of our countries are 
clearly on the side of the Jewish people,” he 
argued.

His point was well illustrated in the opening 
and closing speeches by the President of the 
European Parliament Martin Schulz and the 
Vice-President of the European Parliament 
Antonio Tajani, who both affirmed their 
support for the Jewish people.

“Europe is not Europe without its Jews. Europe 
is your home,” said President Schulz, who 
during his presidency has made the Holocaust 
Remembrance Day an official annual EU 
event.” As long as I am the President of the 
European Parliament, the European 
Parliament will be your friend,” he assured the 
Jewish communities of Europe.

Despite the many nice words, and the 
attempts of many of the participants to see the 
positive side, I came away from the meeting 
with an uneasy feeling. Something very deep 

seems to be happening in Europe, something 
that goes beyond our capacity to comprehend. 
Anti-Semitism – or ‘Jew-hatred’ as it can be 
termed – is like a cancer that can be described, 
analyzed and fought, but will kill the body in 
the end.   

Christians for Israel has been working in the 
Ukraine for many years. Since 2014 our 
colleagues there have been helping the Jewish 
refugees fleeing from Russian-occupied East 
Ukraine. For the last few years they have been 
warning us of the dark clouds looming over 
their nation. And they challenge us to 
understand that the spirit of anti-Semitism 
that has raised its ugly head in Eastern Europe 
will not stop there, but threatens to envelope 
the whole of Europe and the Western world. 

How should we respond to these phenomena? 
The Scriptures tell us that God himself will use 
anti-Semitism in the world to bring his people 
home to Israel. Parallel to this, we are warned 
by Scripture to expect the collapse of faith, and 
the rise of the Spirit of lawlessness in the West, 
and the shaking of the nations. Many different 
processes seem to be converging towards a 
climax. We need to take the fears expressed by 
the Jewish communities in Europe very 
seriously. The growing anti-Semitism in 
Europe suggests that the time of the fishermen 
is at an end, and the time of the ‘hunters’ is 
approaching (Jeremiah 16:16). As Christians we 
need to be alert to these trends. We need to 
pray into these issues. We must have ‘eyes to 
see’ and discern the times in which we are 
living (Revelation 3:18). Let us intercede to the 
Lord on behalf of the Jewish people, that he 
will have his hand over them, bring them 
home, and protect them from those who hate 
them.
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“I Will Send for Many Hunters”Jeremiah 16
By Andrew Tucker, International Editor & Executive Director, Christians for Israel International 

From 20th – 24th September, thirty-five Bible 
teachers came together in a Salvation Army 
centre in Ede, The Netherlands for a European 
‘Training the Teachers’ conference organised 
by Christians for Israel International. 

Men and women actively involved in teaching 
in churches, came from Netherlands, UK, 
Germany, Denmark, Ukraine, Belgium, France, 
Italy, Switzerland, Austria, Greece, Cyprus, as 
well as USA, Singapore and Honduras. The 
common theme was the desire to know more 
of the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and to 
share experiences, in order to be more 
powerful witnesses to Him into their nations. 

Over four intensive days, they explored the 
theme ‘God’s gifts and His call are irrevocable’ 
(Romans 11:29). 

International Bible teacher Rev. David Pawson 
kicked off with three masterly lectures, 
chapters 9-11 of the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 
“Contrary to what many people think, these 
chapters form the heart of the Apostle’s letter 
to the church in Rome”, explained Pawson. 
“The whole point of Paul’s Letter was to 

explain to the Gentile Christians in Rome their 
relationship with the Jewish believers, who had 
been thrown out of Rome by Emperor 
Claudius. In so doing, Paul reveals God’s 
greater purposes with the whole of the Jewish 
nation, and through them with all nations. 
Paul reveals sixteen ‘surprises’, that to this day 
have remained hidden from most Gentile 
believers in Jesus. God shows Himself to be a 
God who is faithful to His promises, covenants 
and revealed purposes.” 

Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer (President, 
Christians for Israel International) continued 
by exploring the relationship between the 
covenants entered by God with the Jewish 
people, and the Biblical concept of the 
‘Kingdom of Heaven’. 

“For centuries the church has preached that we 
will all go to heaven when we die. That idea 
could not be farther from the truth. It has 
resulted in many false notions of the kingdom. 
The kingdom of heaven is not about us going 
from earth to heaven, it is about the Kingdom 

that will come down from heaven to earth! 
This false teaching about the Kingdom has 
meant that the church has ignored the fact 
that it is God himself who has blinded and 
hardened the Jewish people – in order that we 
Gentiles could be saved. We owe our salvation 
their transgression! This veil that God has 
imposed will last until Jesus Himself will 
remove it. That is His prerogative.” 

“As Christians we need to bow our heads with 
respect for God’s mysterious dealings with his 
own people. The Jewish people are not like 
heathen nations who do not know God. On 
the contrary - God created the nation of Israel. 
He entered into covenants with Israel, he 
married Israel, and He will be faithful to her. 
Instead of constantly criticising the Jews, we 
should be filled with remorse for the rivers of 
Jewish blood that have flowed over the 
centuries at the hands of Christians in Europe.” 
According to Glashouwer, the message of 
Christians for Israel is an urgent call to 
repentance. “The return of the Jewish people to 
the land of Israel is a final wake-up call to the 
church. It is the greatest sign of hope the 
church has ever seen, because it shows God is 
preparing for the Kingdom. It is time to repent 
of our past, to comfort Israel, and to look for 
the coming of Christ. Only then will God’s 
Kingdom be fully established on earth”. 

In a masterful exposition drawing widely on 
the books of the first and second covenants, 
Rev. Henk Poot (full-time speaker and author 
for Christians for Israel Netherlands) explored 

the Jewishness of Jesus, and the magnitude of 
His ministry as Messiah. As Gentile Christians, 
in our desire to embrace the universality of 
Jesus as saviour of all people, we have rejected 
His particularity as shepherd of Israel. The 
Christian church has separated from Jesus own 
people in the flesh, the “lost sheep of Israel” for 
whom alone He was sent (Matthew 15:24). 

“We have forgotten that He is the Word of God 
- through whom, by whom and for whom all 
things were made. He is the beginning and the 
end, the Alpha and Omega. If we are to 
understand something of the heart and soul of 
God, we need to cast off our Gentile mindset 
and (re)discover Jesus as the angel of the Lord 
who appeared to Israel in the old testament. 
He is the Son of God, God incarnate, but also a 
son of Israel, a man who bears the genes of his 
people in his blood. He was born and died a 
Jew and is still a Jew, interceding before His 
Father. And he will come again as a Jew as the 
Lion of Judah. The Jews may not have Jesus, 
but He has them!” 

For the Sake of Your Name By Andrew Tucker 
Theresa (Italy) and Dimitri & Dima from Ukraine

From 20th – 24th September, thirty-five Bible 
teachers came together in a Salvation Army 
centre in Ede, The Netherlands for a European 
‘Training the Teachers’ conference organised 
by Christians for Israel International. 

Men and women actively involved in teaching 
in churches, came from Netherlands, UK, 
Germany, Denmark, Ukraine, Belgium, France, 
Italy, Switzerland, Austria, Greece, Cyprus, as 
well as USA, Singapore and Honduras. The 
common theme was the desire to know more 
of the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and to 
share experiences, in order to be more 
powerful witnesses to Him into their nations. 

Over four intensive days, they explored the 
theme ‘God’s gifts and His call are irrevocable’ 
(Romans 11:29). 

International Bible teacher Rev. David Pawson 
kicked off with three masterly lectures, 
chapters 9-11 of the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 
“Contrary to what many people think, these 
chapters form the heart of the Apostle’s letter 
to the church in Rome”, explained Pawson. 
“The whole point of Paul’s Letter was to 

explain to the Gentile Christians in Rome their 
relationship with the Jewish believers, who had 
been thrown out of Rome by Emperor 
Claudius. In so doing, Paul reveals God’s 
greater purposes with the whole of the Jewish 
nation, and through them with all nations. 
Paul reveals sixteen ‘surprises’, that to this day 
have remained hidden from most Gentile 
believers in Jesus. God shows Himself to be a 
God who is faithful to His promises, covenants 
and revealed purposes.” 

Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer (President, 
Christians for Israel International) continued 
by exploring the relationship between the 
covenants entered by God with the Jewish 
people, and the Biblical concept of the 
‘Kingdom of Heaven’. 

“For centuries the church has preached that we 
will all go to heaven when we die. That idea 
could not be farther from the truth. It has 
resulted in many false notions of the kingdom. 
The kingdom of heaven is not about us going 
from earth to heaven, it is about the Kingdom 

that will come down from heaven to earth! 
This false teaching about the Kingdom has 
meant that the church has ignored the fact 
that it is God himself who has blinded and 
hardened the Jewish people – in order that we 
Gentiles could be saved. We owe our salvation 
their transgression! This veil that God has 
imposed will last until Jesus Himself will 
remove it. That is His prerogative.” 

“As Christians we need to bow our heads with 
respect for God’s mysterious dealings with his 
own people. The Jewish people are not like 
heathen nations who do not know God. On 
the contrary - God created the nation of Israel. 
He entered into covenants with Israel, he 
married Israel, and He will be faithful to her. 
Instead of constantly criticising the Jews, we 
should be filled with remorse for the rivers of 
Jewish blood that have flowed over the 
centuries at the hands of Christians in Europe.” 
According to Glashouwer, the message of 
Christians for Israel is an urgent call to 
repentance. “The return of the Jewish people to 
the land of Israel is a final wake-up call to the 
church. It is the greatest sign of hope the 
church has ever seen, because it shows God is 
preparing for the Kingdom. It is time to repent 
of our past, to comfort Israel, and to look for 
the coming of Christ. Only then will God’s 
Kingdom be fully established on earth”. 

In a masterful exposition drawing widely on 
the books of the first and second covenants, 
Rev. Henk Poot (full-time speaker and author 
for Christians for Israel Netherlands) explored 

the Jewishness of Jesus, and the magnitude of 
His ministry as Messiah. As Gentile Christians, 
in our desire to embrace the universality of 
Jesus as saviour of all people, we have rejected 
His particularity as shepherd of Israel. The 
Christian church has separated from Jesus own 
people in the flesh, the “lost sheep of Israel” for 
whom alone He was sent (Matthew 15:24). 

“We have forgotten that He is the Word of God 
- through whom, by whom and for whom all 
things were made. He is the beginning and the 
end, the Alpha and Omega. If we are to 
understand something of the heart and soul of 
God, we need to cast off our Gentile mindset 
and (re)discover Jesus as the angel of the Lord 
who appeared to Israel in the old testament. 
He is the Son of God, God incarnate, but also a 
son of Israel, a man who bears the genes of his 
people in his blood. He was born and died a 
Jew and is still a Jew, interceding before His 
Father. And he will come again as a Jew as the 
Lion of Judah. The Jews may not have Jesus, 
but He has them!” Rev. David Pawson

Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer
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Netanyahu Considering 
Summit with Abbas in 
Moscow

In an effort to further demonstrate that 
he does not believe the French Initiative 
will further peace in the Middle East, 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has shown interest in a 
tripartite meeting between himself, 
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas 
and Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is 
considering a Russian offer to meet with 
Palestinian Authority (PA) head 
Mahmoud Abbas in Moscow.

Recently in Jerusalem, Netanyahu met 
with Mikhail Bogdanov, Russian Deputy 
Foreign Minister and President Vladimir 
Putin’s Special Envoy for the Middle East. 
The two discussed the possibility of 
coordinating a face-to-face meeting 
between Netanyahu and Abbas, hosted 
by Putin.

The Prime Minister’s Office stated that 
Netanyahu “presented Israel’s position 
that he is always ready to meet with 
President Abbas, directly and without 
preconditions.”

“He is therefore reviewing the Russian 
President’s proposal and the timing of a 
possible meeting,” the statement read.

Over the years I have struggled to come to a 
new understanding of the Jewish people; 
Israel, Jerusalem, the Covenants, the Biblical 
concept of the Kingdom, the past, present and 
future from a Biblical perspective. I have 
published a trilogy with the titles ‘Why Israel?’, 
‘Why Jerusalem?’ and ‘Why End Times?’ My 
daily devotional on the Book of Revelation, 
day-to-day, verse-by-verse, grew into a small 
commentary on the Book of Revelation! Now I 
would like to present my new book, ‘Israel - 
Covenants & Kingdom’. May the Lord use it as a 
contribution to bless the Church, comfort 
Israel, warn the nations and focus our eyes 
upon the Coming of the Lord and of His 
Kingdom! Thus, by a new self-understanding, 
the Church can meet her Lord without Jewish 
blood on her hands through repentance, and 
thereby fulfil her prophetic role to warn the 
nations.

His Kingdom is coming. Speaking about Israel, 
Jesus warns the nations: Matthew 25:31-36: 
“...When the Son of Man comes in His glory, 
and all the angels with Him, He will sit on His 
glorious throne. All the nations will be 
gathered before Him, and He will separate the 
people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats. He will put 
the sheep on His right and the goats on His 
left. Then the King will say to those on His 
right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by My 
Father; take your inheritance, the Kingdom 
prepared for you since the creation of the 
world. For I was hungry and you gave Me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 
Me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you invited Me in, I needed clothes and you 
clothed Me, I was sick and you looked after 
Me, I was in prison and you came to visit Me’...”

Matthew 25:40-46: “... Truly I tell you, whatever 
you did for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of Mine, you did for Me...” One can 
almost see Him point His finger to all the Jews 
that stood around Him, listening to Him. 
“..Then He will say to those on His left, ‘Depart 
from Me, you who are cursed, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I 
was hungry and you gave Me nothing to eat, I 
was thirsty and you gave Me nothing to drink, 
I was a stranger and you did not invite Me in, I 
needed clothes and you did not clothe Me, I 
was sick and in prison and you did not look 
after Me.’ They also will answer, ‘Lord, when 
did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger 
or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did 
not help You?’ He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did not do for one of the least of 
these, you did not do for Me.’ Then they will go 
away to eternal punishment, but the righteous 
to eternal life...”

Israel is not a kind of interesting point on the 
agenda of the Church - and of the nations for 
that matter. Israel - and how we deal with her 
and how we think and talk about the Jewish 
people, how we bless them or how we curse 
them - is of vital importance in the eyes of God.

The reading of this new book will direct you to 
the following conclusions:

>> The Kingdom
1. First there were the signs of the Kingdom in 
Israel, performed by Jesus the King Himself, as 
pockets of light in a surrounding darkness.
2. Then emerged the signs of the Kingdom in 
the whole world by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, during the preaching of the Gospel of 
the Kingdom to all the nations of the earth 

(Matthew 24:14). 
These again were 
signs and wonders, 
as pockets of light 
in a surrounding 
darkness.

3. Ultimately the 
Kingdom of peace 
and justice will 
arrive, when the 
King will again be 
among us and will 
sit on the throne of His father David and 
rule over the House of Jacob (Luke 1:32-33). 
Peace will flow forth from Jerusalem, and the 
nations will train for war no more (Isaiah 2:2-
4). Of His Kingdom there shall be no end, 
because He was resurrected from the dead and 
lives forever.

>> The Covenants
All the Covenants made with Israel will have 
their final fulfilment in the Kingdom to come.
1.  Then all the promises made to Abraham 

will be fulfilled.
2.  Then the Promised Land will have its 

promised borders.
3. Then the priesthood of Levi will function 

again.
4. Then the Kingship of the House of David 

will be established forever.
5. Then Jerusalem and the Temple will be the 

center of the world.
6. Then the New Covenant will be fully 

implemented for Israel.
7. Then the Covenant of Peace will be fully 

operational.
8. Then the wisdom of Torah will be the 

guiding light for all nations.

Israel: Covenants & Kingdom 
By Rev. J.J. Willem Glashouwer, President Christians for Israel International

Gov. Christie Signs New
Jersey Anti-BDS Law

In yet a further blow to the anti-Israel 
boycott movement, New Jersey Governor 
Chris Christie officially made it illegal 
for his state to invest in companies that 
boycott Israel in any way.

“Israel is the beacon of democracy in a 
region that is constantly in turmoil,” 
Christie said, calling Israel America’s 
“one, true and best friend.”

“It is important to the economic well-
being of New Jersey that persons or 
entities conducting commercial trade 
and doing business in the State do not 
engage in boycotts of a legitimate and 
viable partner with whom New Jersey 
can enjoy open trade contracting,” the 
bill reads. “Therefore, it is in the best 
interest of this State that a statutory 
prohibition be enacted to prohibit the 
investment of public employee 
retirement funds in companies 
boycotting Israel.”

New Jersey now joins nearly a dozen US 
states who have passed laws fighting the 
anti-Israel BDS (Boycott, Divest, 
Sanctions) movement over the past year.

Israeli Prime 
Minister 
Benjamin 
Netanyahu 
cleared 20 
minutes from 
the schedule 
of his visit to 
the 
Netherlands 

to thank the country’s leading Christian 
Zionist activist and chief rabbi for their 
support of the Jewish state and its people. 
Netanyahu called Roger van Oordt, director of 
the Christians for Israel organisation, as well as 
Rabbi Binyomin Jacobs, the offices of both 
men said in statements to the media.

“This was a good visit, but it was too short, and 
I didn’t get to see our best friends in the 
world,” Netanyahu told a beaming van Oordt 
in explaining why they were speaking over the 
phone rather than in person. “I wanted to call 
and show my deep appreciation, and we know 
we have no better friends on earth than you,” 
the Israeli leader said on speakerphone to the 
board of Christians for Israel, an international 

pro-Israel advocacy and charity organisation 
based near Amsterdam whose 30 affiliates 
worldwide have hundreds of thousands of 
members.

Van Oordt responded that his group was 
privileged to be phoned by Netanyahu, who 
said: “I should say I’m the privileged one. We, 
the people of Israel, are the privileged ones in 
this partnership, this alliance, which is 
growing strong and based on the deepest 
values and the deepest, most rich history of 
culture and faith.”

Earlier this year, Christians for Israel’s Dutch 
affiliate urged its thousands of supporters to 
buy West Bank settlement goods to 
counterbalance a government-backed plan to 
issue special labels for products made by 
Jewish settlers in that area that is widely 
perceived as aimed at generating pressure on 
Israel to resolve the Palestinian conflict. Also 
last year, Christians for Israel opened an 
affiliate in Ukraine, where the group for years 
has been engaged in efforts to help Jews 
immigrate to Israel and strengthen their 
Jewish identities in existing communities. Also 

involved in this effort is Jacobs, a personal 
friend of van Oordt. Netanyahu thanked 
Jacobs, a Chabad rabbi who is outspoken in the 
media in his support for Israel and defense of 
its actions as designed to fight terrorism, for 
his efforts and for his cooperation with 
Christians for Israel, which is unusual in its 
scope for a haredi rabbi of his position.

Netanyahu’s two-day visit to the Netherlands 
included some uneasy moments. Dutch-
Turkish lawmaker Tunahan Kuzu, who has 
many Muslim supporters, demonstratively 
refused to shake Netanyahu’s hand. Hanna 
Luden, director of the Dutch pro-Israel lobby 
group CIDI, then wrote to the speaker of the 
Dutch parliament, urging disciplinary action 
against Kuzu. “Lawmakers have many ways at 
their disposal to express their opinion,” Luden 
wrote. “Kuzu chose to stage a conflict with the 
leader of a friendly nation.”

Hours before Netanyahu’s arrival, a former 
Dutch prime minister, Dries van Agt, told a 
public broadcaster that Netanyahu was a war 
criminal who should be tried in The Hague 
rather than visit as a head of state.

Netanyahu Thanks Christian Zionists in
Netherlands for Support Courtesy of Jewish Telegraphic Agency

Israel Mourns Loss of Last Founding 
Father, Shimon Peres Courtesy of Israel Today

Shimon Peres, the last remaining of Israel’s 
“Founding Fathers,” died 28 September at the 
age of 93. Peres suffered a stroke recently and 
never fully recovered. In a life that spanned 
nearly a century, Peres was there for Israel’s 
modern rebirth and played a leading role in 
most of the major events to occur over its 
68-year history. A die-hard left-wing liberal, 
Peres was the target of harsh criticism over 
his failed policies in regards to the Middle 

East peace process. At the same time, few 
doubted the former prime minister’s and 
former president’s sincerity in trying to find 
a peaceful resolution to the conflict, 
misguided as they may believe his efforts to 
have been. Peres was also the driving force 
behind a number of policies and decisions 
for which most Israelis from across the 
political spectrum are thankful. Peres is 
widely regarded as the “spiritual father” of 

Israel’s nuclear program, 
and it was Peres who 
pushed for the daring 
raid on Entebbe when 
most of Israel’s political leadership at the 
time feared undertaking such an operation 
so far from home. In his latter years, Peres 
gained the respect of Israelis as the nation’s 
elder statesman, a role most feel he fulfilled 
faithfully and with dignity.



The South Pacific 
containing four 
representatives and 
one affiliate is 
developing well. I am 
hoping to appoint a 
new representative in 
Tonga in the near 
future. Here are some 

brief comments about the four representatives 
with one to be appointed in Tonga and our 
affiliate in Fiji.  

>> Fiji - Lepani Makubuna
Lepani Makubuna is the National leader for 
Christians for Israel Fiji. He is supported by his 
wife Salote, and they have both been to Israel 
as part of the NZ tour in 2015. Lepani was 
commissioned by Harold Eckert, former 
Christians for Israel International Chairman. 
They have been successful in developing 
Christians for Israel in Fiji and it has been a 
pleasure to stay at their home many times.  
Lepani has a greater challenge than most 
because Fiji is so widely separated. He is 
currently looking for local people to become 
representatives in the western, northern and 
maritime provinces of Fiji, and is making 
steady progress. So far, they have had two 
national conferences, the last being only a 
couple of months ago. I had the privilege of 
being the principle speaker at that recent 
conference. 

>> Cook Islands - John Tangi
John Tangi is the Christians for Israel 
representative for the Cook Islands. Based on 

the main island of Rarotonga, John is a pastor 
of the New Hope Church. He is also a clerk of 
Parliament, and was once an MP of the Cook 
Islands. He is very keen to have Christians for 
Israel well established in the Cook Islands. We 
are helping him to become a national leader 
and also have the Cook Islands as an affiliate 
of Christians for Israel in early 2017.

>> Niue - Poi Okesene
Poi Okesene is one of the leaders in the 
Apostolic Church in Niue. He works full-time 
as a quarantine officer with the Niue 
government. Poi and his wife Dew, are very 
happy to represent Christians for Israel in 
Niue, and continues to promote Christians for 
Israel amongst the other churches there. Our 
aim with Poi is to also help him to be a 
national leader and Niue to become an affiliate 
in the near future. Being a Niuean myself I am 
in Niue from time to time, so I can therefore 
be of help to Poi on a regular basis.

>> Vanuatu - Martin Sokomanu
Martin Sokomanu is the Christians for Israel 
representative of Vanuatu. Martin and his wife 
Lilian, are also very keen to represent Christians 
for Israel in Vanuatu. It is also part of our plan 
to have Martin and Lilian become national 
leaders and Vanuatu to become an affiliate of 
Christians for Israel. 

Martin is a very busy man; being the head of 
Lands and Survey, and Head of that 
Department within the Vanuatu government, as 
well as an active leader of the Vanuatu 
Presbyterian Church.

>> Samoa - Suisamoa Mataafa
Pastor Suisamoa Mataafa is the Christians for 
Israel representative for Samoa. He and his 
church have a very special monthly prayer 
meeting specifically focusing on Israel. 

I first met Suisamoa at the first conference 
held in Fiji. Suisamoa is the founder and 
Senior Principle Pastor within their churches 
in Samoa, New Zealand and Australia. We are 
also aiming to have Pastor Suisamoa as a 
national leader in the future and Samoa 
becoming an affiliate of Christians for Israel.

>> Tonga
I have had contact with a few key church 
leaders in Tonga who are very supportive of 
the idea of having Christians for Israel 
establishing a chapter in Tonga. I am hoping to 
appoint a representative in Tonga in the near 
future. 

There are other Pacific Islands that we are 
looking at and considering in relation to 
having Christians for Israel established. 

>> In General
I have been greatly helped by the constant 
contact by Christians for Israel New Zealand.   
I am in constant contact with Graeme Lee, 
who is the Christians for Israel National 
Leader in New Zealand. He has been desirous 
to complete the appointments for the South 
Pacific. I also look forward to working with Ian 
Worby, incoming Regional Director for 
Oceania/Pacific.
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South Pacific is Developing Fast 
By Robert Siakimotu - Christians for Israel South Pacific Development Co-ordinator

Bula from Fiji 
By Lepani Makubuna, Christians 
for Israel National Leader Fiji

A formal 
committee for 
Christians for 
Israel in Fiji has 
now been 
formed and we 
have had two 
monthly prayer 
sessions in 
August and 

September. We have been praying 
specifically for the prayer needs in the 
bi-monthly Prayer Calender available on 
the International Christians for Israel 
website. We meet every first Friday of 
the month for these prayer meetings, 
which is open to anyone who stands 
with Israel. We plan to announce our 
next prayer meeting on the radio to 
create more awareness.

We are awaiting Christians for Israel 
constitution from the International 
Head Office before we proceed to 
register Christians for Israel as a 
religious movement in Fiji. 

Once this is done, we plan to open a 
bank account where Alliyah support can 
be channeled, and will also act as an 
operating account to administer 
Christians for Israel Fiji’s operating 
expenses.

On other news, at least 20 people have 
expressed their interest for the March 
2017 Study Tour to Israel. 

>> 24 May 2017 will be the 
50th Anniversary of the 
Reunification of the City of 
Jerusalem 

To celebrate Jerusalem’s 50th anniversary, 
Christians for Israel has decided to raise funds 
for a very special project - a brand new 2-story 
High Dependency Wing at Aleh in Jerusalem 
which will accommodate 24 patients. 

The new wing will be opened on Jerusalem 
Day - 24th May 2017. An International 
Christians for Israel delegation is likely to be 
present for the opening and for the 50th 
anniversary celebrations in Jerusalem.

This very special project is being sponsored by 
Christians for Israel worldwide, in partnership 
with Keren Hayesod-UIA, who work with the 
global Jewish community to nurture 
disadvantaged and weak communities in 
Israel. Each organisation has committed to 
raising 300,000 euro each. 

Aleh has invited Christians for Israel 
volunteers to work side by side with Aleh staff.  
Christians for Israel NZ visited Aleh when they 
were on tour in 2015. They were most 

impressed. In recent months, several 
Christians for Israel young adults have 
volunteered with Aleh, including a group of 
five Isreality young adults who spent four days 
at Aleh in Jerusalem in July 2016. It was a 
deeply moving for all volunteers to share in the 
life of these severely handicapped children and 
experience the love of those who care for 
them. 

>> About Aleh Jerusalem

Aleh, Israel’s largest and most advanced 
network of residential facilities providing 
rehabilitation, therapy and assistance to 
children and young adults with complex 
disabilities, was established in 1982 by parents 
of severely disabled children. Aleh is guided by 
the belief that every child, no matter how 
severely disabled, deserves love and respect 
and has the inalienable right to fulfil his or her 
potential and enjoy a high quality of life. 

Aleh operates four facilities in different parts 
of Israel providing medical and paramedical 
care, special education, vocational work 
opportunities, social activities and outpatient 
services to more than 650 severely disabled 
children and young adults who, thanks to 

Aleh, are able to live in much the same way as 
their non-disabled peers: attending school, 
participating in vocational training 
programmes and enjoying activities such as 
swimming at the beach or touring the
countryside.

In Israel today, children and young adults with 
complex medical conditions requiring 
advanced nursing care are often hospitalised 
long term or placed in old-age homes, due to 
the lack of a better solution within a safe 
medical environment. These settings offer 
little or no opportunities for rehabilitation,
education, social activity, or the warmth and 
love of a home. Being confined in this way 
drastically inhibits the children’s development, 
and is an agonising and painful option for 
parents and families.

The solution is to establish high-dependency 
wards within a rehabilitative environment so 
that children with complex disabilities and 
medical conditions can live a more enriching 
life. In recognition of Aleh’s successful track 
record in dealing with disabilities, the 
government has chosen Aleh as the first
organisation of its kind to open high- 
dependency wards in its rehabilitative 
facilities.

The demand for Aleh to accept more children 
requiring advanced nursing care keeps 
growing. In addition to high-dependency 
children, a new group of patients has been 
recognised, namely, young people who have 
been involved in major accidents or have been 
injured in violent incidents and are considered 
to be “non-rehabilitative”. Currently, these 
patients are housed in nursing homes or 
geriatric supportive wards, regardless of their 
age. Families of these patients have also 
approached Aleh to accept their loved ones 
within our facilities.

This led to the idea of establishing a ward for 
the population up to age 50 that would take 
into consideration their special needs, which 
differ greatly from those of the elderly 
population.

For more information about the volunteering 
at Aleh, please send an email to Christians for 
Israel International office: info@c4israel.org.

We invite you to assist Christians for Israel to 
raise funds for this very special project. All 
donations are welcome (see coupon on page 12). 
We will publish regular articles about this 
project on our website, social media and in 
Israel & Christians Today.

Christians for Israel Supports Aleh

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his wife, Sara, visits ALEH
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Exposing the Criminal Society and the 
Culture of Death By Isi Leibler, Editor, Word from Jerusalem  

>> We are losing the battle in 
the war of ideas for the simple 
reason that we are 
continuously on the defensive 
while those seeking our 
destruction actively and 
relentlessly demonise us.

Ever since the Oslo Accords, successive Israeli 
governments have felt obliged to understate 
and even dismiss Palestinian terror and hatred 
in order to maintain domestic public support 
for policies that, alas with the benefit of 
hindsight, were doomed to fail. In the very 
early stages, Palestinian Authority President 
Yasser Arafat told his people that the ultimate 
goal was the end of Jewish sovereignty – and 
we dismissed such outbursts as empty words 
merely designed to placate his radical domestic 
opponents.

But as the government falsely praised our 
peace partner, many Israelis deluded 
themselves into believing that the terrorism 
we faced was an extremist aberration and that 
the Palestinians were committed to ending the 
conflict on the basis of a two-state solution. 
Likewise, most of the world accepted at face 
value our repeated praise of Arafat and his 
successor, Mahmoud Abbas, as moderates and 
genuine peace partners.

This suited the long-term Palestinian policy of 
destroying us in stages. They readily accepted 
concessions and withdrawals but without 
compromising one iota, and they continue to 
demonise us and challenge our legitimacy.

But the worst aspect was our failure to 
highlight the poisonous brainwashing the 
Palestinian Authority had inflicted on its 
population. While Arab hostility to Jews 
prevailed even during the Mandatory period, it 
was not comparable to the culture of death 
and evil that today saturates every aspect of 
Palestinian life.

The Palestinians have stated explicitly that 
their state would be Judenrein and that Jews 
would never be permitted to live in their 
ancestral home even if they were willing to 
accept Palestinian jurisdiction. Indeed, 
Palestinians were brutally executed when they 
were deemed to have sold land to a Jew.

The Palestinian Authority has become a 
criminal society and can be compared to 
prewar Germany when the Nazis transformed 
their population into genocidal barbarians by 
depicting Jews as subhuman. The Palestinians 
depict Jews as “the offspring of apes and pigs” 

and call for their extermination. This is not 
even done subtly but with blatant statements 
to this effect emanating daily from religious 
and political leaders and accessible from vast 
documentary sources compiled by Palestinian 
Media Watch, MEMRI and others.

>> A society in which children 
from kindergarten are 
brainwashed into believing 
that the highest goal in Islam 
is to achieve martyrdom in the 
course of killing Jews can only 
be described as criminal.

The demonisation of Israel and manifestations 
of the culture of death are promoted without 
inhibition by the leadership, the mullahs in the 
mosques and the state-controlled media. They 
amount to direct incitement for individuals to 
strike out and kill Jews in concert or randomly. 
The “heroic” scenes of youngsters stabbing 
Jews, the praise by Abbas himself of martyrs 
“with holy blood” and the totally contrived 
religious frenzy accusing Israelis of planning to 
destroy Al-Aqsa mosque, coalesce into a 
witch’s brew of primeval rage and hatred.

The PA provides generous state salaries to 
terrorists apprehended by Israelis, and if they 
are killed, their families are remunerated — 
from funds provided by Western countries. 
Religious and political leadership at all levels 
sanctifies terrorists as heroes and national 
martyrs. City squares, schools and even 
football clubs are named in their honor.

The barbarism imbibed by the Palestinians is 
reflected in the street celebrations that erupt 
spontaneously with every murder of an Israeli. 
Even more nauseating are the repeated 
displays on TV of mothers expressing pride 
that one of their children had become a martyr 
and usually expressing hope that her other 
children would follow the example.

Under these circumstances, it is no wonder 
that Palestinian opinion polls reflect public 
support for terror attacks against Israel and 
opposition to a two-state solution. The 
Arafat/Abbas indoctrination process has 
radicalised successive generations into 
believing that the only solution to the conflict 
is the permanent termination of Jewish 
sovereignty in the area.

There is irrefutable evidence of the barbaric 
and genocidal nature of Palestinian society. 
Indeed, the reality is that, despite maintaining 
a “moderate” stance to the outside world, 
internally the Palestinians and ISIS are birds of 

a feather — although the Palestinians are 
probably more corrupt.

Alongside the turbulence in the region and the 
threat from Iran and ISIS, could one envisage 
any country agreeing to accept statehood for 
what will inevitably be a neighboring criminal 
state pledged to its destruction or a candidate 
for an ISIS or Iranian takeover? This would be 
utterly inconceivable.

Yet most of the international community, 
including the United States, regards this as an 
issue of two nations arguing over real estate. 
Were that the case, the Palestinians would not 
have dismissed the offers by Prime Ministers 
Ehud Barak and Ehud Olmert, who were 
willing to concede up to 97% of the territories 
formerly controlled by the Jordanians.

Israel has been the target of repeated 
defamation and delegitimisation yet has 
basically only been on the defensive, seeking to 
refute the lies being disseminated. But as 
Joseph Goebbels said, if one repeats a lie 
continuously, people begin believing it. This 
dictum has now been realised; many in the 
Western world have absorbed the distorted 
Palestinian narrative of Israel being an 
apartheid state, an occupier and a nation born 
in sin.

Ironically, the weakness of our position lies in 
the fact that, until recently, in order to appease 
our allies and “protect” Israelis from being 
confronted with the stark reality, we 
deliberately held back from telling the truth 
and failed to highlight the barbaric and 
criminal nature of our purported peace 
partner.

>> Had we mounted 
campaigns at the outset, 
exposing the horrors 
perpetrated by our neighbors, 
it may not have influenced 
anti-Semites and the 
delusional Left but it would 
have made a significant impact 
on the open-minded.

But even now, belatedly exposing the barbarity 
of our neighbors should be made the top 
priority in our foreign relations efforts rather 
than the endless disputes over whether the 
miniscule 2% of territory comprising 
settlements (which are not being expanded) is 
justified.

The recent initiative by Defense Minister 
Avigdor Lieberman to establish relations with 
independent Palestinians, aside from not 
having cabinet approval, is bound to fail 
because any Palestinian engaged in such 
negotiations would immediately be 
assassinated. Pressure must be exerted to 
encourage rank-and-file Palestinians that their 
best interests will be served when they appoint 
leaders who genuinely support the peace 
process. Alas, for the time being, that is not 
even on the horizon.

Today, we must move forward and promote a 
focused effort with detailed documented 
exposure of the evil nature of Palestinian 
society, which will make it far more difficult 
and embarrassing for the Americans and 
Europeans to continue pressuring Israel to 
accept the creation of what will invariably be a 
criminal state — particularly in the context of 
the mayhem prevailing in the region and the 
terrorist threats now impacting the heartland 
of Europe.

A student supporting Hamas holds a Palestinian flag in a rally in 
Ramallah, earlier this year. Photo credit: REUTERS)

Israeli and Palestinian
Leaders Clash at UN
General Assembly
 Israeli and Palestinian leaders have 
traded pointed barbs at the UN general 
assembly, in a rhetorical exchange that 
underlines the deep differences between 
the two sides – and the dim prospects 
for meaningful dialogue. Israel’s prime 
minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, invited 
the Palestinian leader, Mahmoud Abbas, 
to address the Israeli parliament and 
said he was willing to speak to the 
Palestinian legislative council in 
Ramallah. But Netanyahu insisted on 
recently that the central problem was 
Palestinian rejectionism, not Israeli 
settlements in the occupied territories.

The two leaders’ speeches reflected their 
very different personal styles, with 
Netanyahu relying heavily on the 
theatrical and confrontational style he 
has brought to his recent general 
assembly addresses that have seen him 
deploy props and, last year, a period of 
silence. For his part, Abbas called on the 
UN to declare 2017 – the 50th 
anniversary of the Israeli occupation of 
Palestinian territories – the year to end 
the occupation.

Speaking an hour before Netanyahu, 
Abbas told the general assembly that 
Israeli settlement expansion in the 
occupied West Bank was destroying 
“whatever possibility is left for a two-
state solution”.

The outgoing UN general secretary, Ban 
Ki-moon, and the US president, Barack 
Obama, cited Israeli settlement-building 
as a threat to a two-state solution in 
their own speeches to the assembly 
recently. 

What a Wonderful
God We Serve
 Please pray for the Christians for Israel 
conferences in the USA planned for 
October 8 - 15, in both West Coast and 
East Coast, that our Lord will open more 
and more doors in bringing our message 
to the USA churches once again! 

God has a plan, we know, as we are 
eagerly waiting to move forward, and 
finding additional servants in support of 
our calling.

Goodbye America, Hello
Israel... 50,000th 
Immigrant Arrives
 More than 200 new Israeli citizens were 
greeted recently upon arrival by 
President Reuven Rivlin, Minister of 
Absorption Sofia Landver, Minister 
Tzachi Hanegbi, Nefesh B’Nefesh Co-
Chairmen Tony Gelbart and Rabbi 
Yehoshua Fass, and Jewish Agency 
Director Natan Sharansky.

“I am happy to be part of this special and 
exciting moment, the moment when 
you are marking the transfer from the 
exile to the Land of Israel, from the 
Diaspora to home,” Rivlin said at the 
festive greeting ceremony at Ben-Gurion 
Airport. “You are no longer Jews in exile 
- you are Israelis.”

The new immigrants range in age from a 
three-week-old baby to an 85-year-old 
man and include 24 families. The flight 
also brought 75 “lone soldiers” who left 
their families in the US and Canada to 
move to Israel and volunteer for the 
Israeli Defense Forces. 
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The ‘West Bank’ and East Jerusalem is an area 
of approximately 6o,000 square km north-
west, east and south-west, of Jerusalem. It 
encompasses most of the mountainous 
territory of what for centuries after 70AD was 
known as ‘Palestine.’

For 2000 years the territory covering what is 
now current Israel and the West Bank was part 
of larger empires. In 1922, the international 
community agreed that a Jewish national 
home should be established in the area then 
known as Palestine - including all of Jerusalem 
and the area now known as the ‘West Bank’. 
This was part of the desire to achieve an 
equitable determination of the territories of 
the Ottoman Turkish Empire after WWI in 
order to give the peoples of the Middle East 
self-determination. For millennia, the Jewish 
people had been one of the most important 
ethnic peoples groups in the Middle East. In 
the Mandate for Palestine, the international 
community recognised the unique connection 

of the Jewish people with all of Palestine - 
including Jerusalem and Judea and Samaria 
(which only became known as the ‘West Bank’ 
after 1950).

In the Six Day War in June 1967, the Israeli 
army unexpectedly gained control over a large 
area of land that, prior to 1948, was part of the 
Mandate for Palestine, but since the 
conclusion of hostilities in 1949 had been 
controlled by Syria (Golan Heights), Egypt 
(Gaza Strip and Sinai) and Jordan (the ‘West 
Bank’). Since June 1967, with the exception of 
‘East Jerusalem,’ Israel has not annexed these 
territories, but has instead voluntarily 
submitted to the application of the law of 
‘belligerent occupation.’ As a result, these 
territories are now almost universally referred 
to as ‘the occupied Palestinian territories.’

Israel is heavily criticised for its military 
administration and for Israeli civilian 
‘settlements’ in these territories. They are 

referred to in UN resolutions, by international 
organisations and agencies, in the media and 
even by the International Court of Justice as 
the ‘Occupied Palestinian Territories’ (OPT). It 
is often stated that ‘Israel is illegally occupying’ 
these territories, and that ‘the settlements’ are 
‘illegal’ and an ‘obstacle to peace.’ UN Security 
Council resolution 465 (1980), for example, 
calls on Israel to ‘dismantle the existing 
settlements.’ The International Court of Justice 
stated generically in the Wall Advisory 
Opinion that ‘the Israeli settlements in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory (including East 
Jerusalem) have been established in breach of 
international law.’

The term ‘Occupied Palestinian Territories’ is 
often used to make the suggestion that:
a.  the 1949 Armistice Lines constitute legally 

binding ‘borders’;
b.  these territories ‘belong’ to the 

‘Palestinians’;
c.  Israel is subject to the international law of 

belligerent occupation, and;
d.  Israel’s ‘occupation’ is illegitimate.

The European Coalition for Israel has 
published a Position Paper that sets out the 
main legal issues involved in characterising 
these territories. The main conclusions of this 
analysis are:
1.  International law applicable to these 

territories is extremely complex and 
controversial. International law does not 
provide ‘cut-and-dried’ solutions to the 
conflict between Israel and its neighbours 
in relation to these territories.

2.  Given the complexity of international law, 
and the existence of Israel’s potentially 
legitimate territorial claims, it is inaccurate 
and misleading to refer to these territories 
as ‘occupied’ or ‘Palestinian.’

3.  Israel has potentially legitimate claims to 
territorial sovereignty (title) with respect to 
all or part of these territories. The 

existence of these claims means that 
neither the United Nations, the EU nor 
any other party or organisation has the 
jurisdiction to impose any legally-binding 
‘solution’ with respect to these territories 
without Israel’s consent.

4.  International law does not prohibit 
occupation, nor does it require Israel to 
‘withdraw’ from the West Bank.

5.  International law only prohibits specific 
kinds of conduct by States and other 
international actors under specific 
circumstances. At best, it could be argued 
that international law prohibits the State 
of Israel from transferring Israeli citizens 
from Israel to the West Bank. 

 But on any reading, international law does 
not prohibit or restrict the right of Israeli 
citizens to move freely into and out of, or 
to conduct activities or build houses or 
other infrastructure in, the West Bank. 
‘Settlements’ cannot be in and of 
themselves illegal under international law.

6.  International law does not mandate the 
establishment of a ‘Palestinian’ state next 
to Israel. The ‘two-state’ solution is a 
political goal, not a legal requirement.

7. In certain respects, the legal issues relating 
to ‘East Jerusalem’ are different from those 
applicable to the remainder of the ‘West 
Bank.’

8.  Israel and the PLO remain bound by the 
terms of the Oslo Accords. Until such time 
as these binding agreements are revoked, 
they provide the legal framework for the 
settlement of disputes between Israel and 
the PLO. Under the Oslo Accords Israel is 
entitled to negotiate directly with the PLO 
concerning final status issues, including 
Jerusalem and the settlements.

For more information and to download this 
Position Paper, visit www.ec4i.org

Israeli Settlements in the “Occupied Palestinian 
Territories” Sourced from European Coalition for Israel

Israeli settlers protest outside their settlement of Kiryat Arba in the southern West Bank after a suspected 
Palestinian attacker stabbed to death a woman at her home in the Otniel settlement earlier this year

One of the things we are asked most by our 
readers is what they can do to help Israel in a 
practical way in these difficult times.

It is easy to perceive a hands-on approach as 
more effective, and many seem ready to settle 
for nothing less. But the truth is that not 
everyone (in fact, very few) can actually move to 
Israel, pick up a gun, pen, camera, etc and 
physically join the fight.

The fact of the matter is that this fight is being 
waged on many fronts, and the small, 
seemingly insignificant actions you can take 
from your own home have more of an impact 
than you realise.

First and foremost, those who love and 
support Israel must keep this nation lifted up 
in prayer, both for its physical defense and for 
the hearts of its people to be turned toward 
the Lord. We often forget the power of prayer, 
but it is very real.

Besides constant prayer, there are three things 
Israel and its people most need today.

>> Comfort

Isaiah chapter 40 exhorts those who believe in 
God’s Word to comfort Jerusalem and the 
people of Israel. Comfort can come in many 
ways. Prayer, as mentioned above, is the first 
and most obvious. If you want to put your face 
on your act of comfort, visiting Israel can 
greatly encourage lsraelis who feel very alone 
in the world.

Another way to bring comfort is to boost local 
businesses. This is particularly true as the
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) 
movement continues to grow worldwide.

It’s a fact that a great many small businesses 
today rely on Israel’s Christian supporters to 
keep afloat. That people from other nations 
would choose to buy from them when they 
could get similar products in their home 
countries is not only a source of financial
support, but touches the hearts of these 
Israelis in a way that provides tremendous 
emotional comfort.

>> Defense

Taking a public stand for Israel also provides 
comfort to Israelis, many of whom, again, feel 
all alone in the world. It also fulfills the biblical 
injunction contained in Isaiah chapter 62 to 
speak out on Israel’s behalf. Such advocacy can 
take many forms. You can publish your own 
thoughts online, confront those in your 
community who attack Israel or the Jews, 
write to your leaders demanding more 
balanced policies, or get behind those 
organisations and publications that are on the 
front lines of the media war.

Some might say that their personal letter to a 
government representative will have no effect, 
so why bother. But it’s not always about 
making a big splash.

Many Christians did not take a public stand 
against the Holocaust because how could their 

one tiny voice have made a difference? But 
look today at how appreciative the Jewish 
nation is of those few Christians who did take 
a stand, and how these “Righteous Among the 
Nations” have been able to witness the true 
love of Messiah to the very heart of Israel.

We must all be content with the little we can 
do, and trust that the Lord will use these little 
efforts to effect larger change.

Of course, taking an effective stand, even on a 
small scale, starts with being properly 
informed. The enemy knows this all too well, 
and so it’s no surprise that as relatively small as 
the Israeli-Arab conflict is, it attracts an 
enormously disproportionate amount of
media coverage. In this way are the waters 
muddied and far too many Christians led 

astray in their thinking about Israel and God’s 
continued purposes for her.
Nothing is going to bring this dark chapter to 
an end faster than the broad acceptance of 
their Messiah by a spiritually-hungry Israel. 

You love Israel and you want to support Israel. 
But perhaps you are unaware of the many 
practical ways in which you can do so, even at 
this very moment.

If you are able to visit, there are millions of 
Israelis who would be happy to welcome you. 
But even if you can't come to Israel, don't 
underestimate the power of your quiet prayers 
and your small purchases to change the lives of 
people here and impact the battle in which we 
are all engaged.

In What Practical Ways Can You Support Israel?
By Ryan Jones, Editor of Israel Today
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Israeli Passengers at 
Belgrade Airport Disturbed
By Announcement: “Flight
to Palestine Departing from
Gate C3"
 Israeli passengers waiting for a recent 
Tel Aviv-bound flight at an airport near 
the Serbian capital of Belgrade were 
disturbed when a loud-speaker 
announcement referred to their 
destination as “Palestine”.

The incident took place at Nikola Tesla 
Airport. As passengers gathered to board 
Air Serbia Flight 816 to Ben-Gurion 
International Airport, an employee twice 
said over the intercom, “The flight to 
Palestine will depart from Gate C3.”

“I could not believe my ears,” one Israeli 
passenger said. “At first I thought I had 
misheard, and asked other people if they 
also heard ‘Palestine’ in the 
announcement. They told me I was right.”

The passenger continued: “I went up to 
the airline counter with another Israeli 
and asked that an announcement be 
made that the flight was to Israel, not 
Palestine.” An airline representative then 
told them that the flight was to “Tel 
Aviv, not Israel.”

After a prolonged discussion involving 
the airline representative and a number 
of other individuals, an announcement 
was made three times that the flight was 
to Tel Aviv. The Israeli passengers also 
received an apology from the airline 
representative for the use of the word 
“Palestine” in the previous 
announcements.

Back in 2009, Evangelist Drake Kanaabo 
answered his ringing phone. It was his friend 
Pastor David Juma calling from Nairobi.  

After the usual exchange of courtesies, Juma 
asked Kanaabo if he would be able to welcome 
some visitors from the Christians for Israel 
International office in the Netherlands, and to 
organise a meeting for them with 200 Pastors, 
in Uganda.  

Kanaabo’s reply was curt, “I am busy,” he told 
Juma. In East Africa, this is a polite way of 
saying, “I have other important things to do”. 
The conversation ended shortly afterwards. 
That night, Drake had a dream, about an old 
man who came and cautioned him about the 
importance of receiving visitors. 

The next morning, Kanaabo phoned Juma back 
and confirmed he would welcome the visitors. 
So the delegation from the Christians for Israel 
International office consisting of Andrew 
Tucker (Executive Director Christians for Israel), 
Willem Glashouwer (President Christians for 
Israel) and Jos van 
Westing (Fundraising & 
Development), flew to 
Kampala. The meeting 
with the Pastors was 
arranged and the 
delegation shared with 
the group, the vision and 
importance of  blessing 
Israel. 

“Shortly before they left, 
the delegation  asked me 
if I could promote the 
Christians for Israel 
vision in Uganda,” says 
Drake Kanaabo. “This is 
how we opened the Christians for Israel office 
in Kampala, Uganda’s capital city.”

>> Christians for Israel   
Uganda Starts

With support from the International office, the 
Christians for Israel Uganda office had a 
humble beginning. The Chairman, Drake 
Kanaabo assembled a team of volunteers to 
help him. 

Christians for Israel Uganda first started in 
Drake’s private office at Redeemed Church in 
Makerere Hill before moving to a rented office 
in the central business district of Kampala.

“We had a lot of goodwill from people who 
loved and prayed for Israel,” says Kanaabo. “A 
number of them made donations in cash and 
other forms to keep us going. Some came in to 
help as volunteers.” 

>> Travels, Studies and 
Volunteers 

Around this time, Christians for Israel Uganda 
started sending pilgrim groups to Israel. In 
fact, recent figures show that they have 

organised visits to the 
Holy Land for over 600 
people in the past few 
years. 

Christians for Israel has 
also been instrumental 
in arranging for 
Ugandans to attend 
short courses in Israel. 
Edward Baligonzaki, 
who studied in the Holy 
Land, with the help of 
Christians for Israel 
Uganda and a 
scholarship by the State 
of Israel in 2014, says studying in Israel was a 
wonderful experience. “It’s hard to describe it, 
it was marvelous, an unforgettable experience. 
It combined studies, fun and travel all in one.”

Not only are more Ugandans now travelling to 
Israel, our Israeli friends are also sending 
volunteers to work in Uganda through the 
Christians for Israel office. 

>> Christians for Israel 
Uganda as ‘Embassy  of  Israel’ 
in Uganda

Not surprisingly, after seeing the Christians for 
Israel sign, curiosity gets the better of a lot of 
people. “People frequently walk in here to 
inquire if this is the Embassy of Israel,” says 
Berna Okoth, the front desk Manager at 
Christians for Israel Uganda.   

In a way, it is. When 
visiting Israeli diplomats 
are asked when the 
Embassy of Israel will be 
opened in Uganda, their 
common reply, in 
reference to the 
Christians for Israel 
Uganda office, has 
always been, “We already 
have an Embassy here, 
this is the Embassy of 
Israel in Uganda.” 

Since 2009, when 
Christians for Israel Uganda opened, a number 
of Israeli diplomats have visited the Christians 
for Israel Uganda office. 
The Christians for Israel 
Uganda office is in a 
prime location in 
Kampala, next to high-
end Hotels and 
corporate offices. The 
office itself has beautiful 
furnishings with 
panoramic pictures of 
Jerusalem prominently 
displayed. 

Guests are very 
impressed when they 
enter the ‘Embassy of 

 Israel’ in Uganda, and not just because they are 
welcomed by the radiant smiles of Berna 
Okoth and Sarah Nakibuuka, the two front 
desk managers.

The office has had the privilege of hosting 
many Israeli diplomats including current Head 
of Israel International Development 
Cooperation (MASHAV), Ambassador Gil 
Haskel, The Director General of the Knesset, 
Mr Ronen Plot and the current Ambassador of 
Israel to Uganda, His Excellency Yahel Vilan. 

>> Celebrating Yom 
Ha’artzmaut

Christians for Israel Uganda has twice had the 
privilege to co-host the celebrations of Yom 
Ha’artzmaut (Israel Independence Day), with the 
Embassy of Israel. 

This years’ 68th Independence Anniversary 
Celebrations, which was hosted by Christians 
for Israel Uganda and the Embassy of Israel, 
was graced by the First Lady of Uganda, Mrs 
Janet Museveni. In her speech, she expressed 
appreciation for the special friendship between 
Israel and Uganda. She also pointed out the 
shared Judeo-Christian Heritage of Israel and 
Uganda. 

>> Vibrant and Growing

Christians for Israel Uganda is alive and vibrant 
and is growing everyday. It has helped to 
establish other affiliates - Christians for Israel 
South Sudan opened in 2012, Christians for 
Israel Swaziland and Christians for Israel 
Ethiopia both opened in 2013. Christians for 
Israel Uganda has also assisted in opening 
affiliate offices in Rwanda, Zambia, South 
Africa, Kenya and Tanzania. 

In addition, numerous conferences have been 
held to educate the Christian Churches in 
Uganda about the importance of blessing 
Israel, the deception of replacement theology, 
which teaches that the Christian Church 
replaced Israel in God’s plan, and the dangers 
of anti-semitism.   

Looking forward, Drake Kanaabo can rightly 
say, “Thus far has the Lord brought us”, a 
testament to just how far one phone call can go. 

The Story of Christians for Israel in East Africa
By Joe Nam, Media Specialist Christians for Israel Uganda

Sign at the office in Kampala

Christians for Israel Uganda 
office in Kampala

Drake Kanaabo handing a gift of friendship to H.E. the Ambassador 
on behalf of Christians for Israel Uganda

From left to right: Sarah Nakibuuka and Berna Okoth 
with Mrs Josephine Kanaabo

Site of Crossing of Joshua
into Israel to be Cleared of
4,000 Landmines
 In a rare moment of agreement between 
Israelis and Palestinians, Qasr al-Yehud, 
an area in the Jordan River Valley 
considered holy by both Jews and 
Christians, will be cleared of 
approximately 4,000 land mines left 
there from the 1967 war.

Currently the site is an Israel-designated 
national park. According to Jewish 
tradition, the spot is where the Israelites, 
led by Joshua son of Nun, crossed into 
the Holy Land and where Elijah the 
Prophet crossed the river in the opposite 
direction before alighting to heaven in 
“fiery chariots” some 300 years later. 
Christians believe it is in close proximity 
to where Jesus was baptised by John the 
Baptist. For this reason, it is the third 
holiest site in Christianity, after the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre and the 
Church of Nativity.

During the Six Day War in 1967, Israel 
placed mines along many parts of the 
Israeli-Jordanian border to defend the 
Jewish state against invasion from 
Jordanian tanks and infantry, as well as 
Palestinian fighters and terrorists.

Blocked off by barbed wire fences to 
prevent civilians from approaching the 
dangerous minefields, the site has been 
largely inaccessible for nearly 50 years. 
In 2011, a small section of the area was 
cleared, allowing some, albeit limited, 
access for tourists. Monday’s 
announcement, however, will allow 
wishful visitors unlimited entrance.
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>> Matthew Thorn, Australia

The first annual Isreality International tour in 
July 2016 was a tremendous success, bringing 
together young adults from New Zealand, 
Australia, Austria, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Norway, USA and Brazil for a jam-packed two 
week exploration of the Biblelands.

During the first week, Rev. Willem 
Glashouwer taught of the Biblical significance 
of Israel, and Andrew Tucker guided study on 
the legal status of the modern state of Israel.

After staying in Israel's oldest kibbutz (Degania 
Alef ) near the sea of Galilee, we were driven up 
to Jerusalem, which we climbed over, under 
and through; searched; smelt; tasted; 
questioned; and volunteered in for the 
remainder of our tour.

Time and space to consider the many 
questions arising from the city’s nooks and 
crannies was provided for in the evenings. 
Each night after dinner, we attended lectures 
from local politicians or religious leaders 
which preceded an open time for questions 
and answers.

Of these, my personal favourite was meeting 
with a real life Indiana Jones, Michael Freund. 
Having served as Deputy Communications 
Director in the Israeli Prime Minister’s Office 
under Benjamin Netanyahu, he now searches 
out Israel’s ten lost tribes as they seek to return 
to the promised land. With him was Zwi, a 
dark-skinned Indian man of the tribe of 
Manasseh, who spoke of giving up a high-level 
political career in order to make aliyah. His 
tribe from far north-east India has faithfully 
practiced biblical Judaism in isolation for well 
over 2,000 years.

Listening to Michael and Zwi prompted the 
question, ‘What does it mean to be Jewish?’ 
The answer to this question given consistently 
by a number of speakers is that to be Jewish is 
to be part of the Jewish people, a people who 
share common descendants. It is Michael’s 
professional role - at times challenging, at 
times humorous - to determine the veracity of 
Jewish identity claims. This task requires 

trekking into the some of the world’s most 
remote locations to verify whether customs 
and rituals are truly connected with biblical 
Judaism, and whether the community 
members really are descendants of the Sons of 
Jacob.

I was particularly intrigued to hear of current 
research going into the Pathani tribesmen of 
Afghanistan. Though they live in a 
fundamental Muslim country, the tribesmen 
claim to be of the ‘seed of Israel’, descended 
from the tribe of Benjamin. There is much 
evidence supporting their claim, beginning 
with observations of Jewish names on 
numerous tribal gravestones: obviously a 
rather unusual occurrence in the region. 
Regarding customs, the Pathani do not shave 
their sidelocks, they light candles on Friday 
night, keep Saturday as a day of rest and 
display Stars of David in their homes. I will 
keep my eye out for Michael's findings!

The major theme of the tour, which was 
reiterated by speaker after speaker, was that 
you need to know the facts. If we want to 
deepen our Biblical understanding, we need to 
know the facts. If we want to engage in 
political or legal debate about the modern 
state of Israel, then we need to know the facts! 
This is why it was so important to visit the 
land of Israel. I find committing facts to 
memory one of the dullest pass-times 
imaginable. Yet, having returned to Israel a 
second time, the facts (dates, names, places, etc.) 
are not abstract theory or hypothetical 
allegory: they are detailed insights into the 
most magnificent story the world has ever 
known: God’s plan of creation and 
redemption.

I look forward to the growth of Isreality 
International, and am immensely enjoying 
being part of a growing community of like-
hearted and like-minded young adults from 
the four corners of the earth!

Matthew Thorn is the Australian coordinator of 
Isreality (Christians for Israel Youth Initiative) 
and is studying combined degrees of Arts and 
Laws (LLB) at Monash University.

Isreality Tour Memoirs

With real life Indiana Jones, Michael Freund and 
recent Olim, Zwi, from the tribe of Manasseh

With IDF soldiers and fellow Aussie Sam Unger at the Golan Heights

>>  Andrew Henderson, 
New Zealand

Recently I had the pleasure of 
participating in Isreality’s “Experience 
Israel” tour. It was the middle of 
summer, and the hills had been burnt 
dry by the scorching sun and winds. It 
was a rocky and barren wilderness. As 
Mark Twain wrote in Innocents 
Abroad, “No landscape exists that is 
more tiresome to the eye than that which 
bounds the approaches to Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem is mournful, dreary, and 
lifeless. Palestine sits in sackcloth and 
ashes.” Where, then, is this “good land... 
where you will not lack a thing” that the 

Israelites were promised in 
Deuteronomy 8:7-9? Why so 
much conflict over such a 
wasteland? Why do the Jews 
not just leave and tell the 
Arabs they are welcome to it? 
Or vice versa?

Obviously Israel’s appeal 
must lie in more than just 
real estate. This was 
demonstrated to us 
throughout our tour. 
Whether it was the historical 
perspective from Andrew 
Tucker, the Jewish 
perspective from our Israeli 

tour guide, or the spiritual perspective from 
Willem Glashouwer, we were continually 
shown the true value in the land.

We started off in Tel Aviv, and on the first day 
headed north to Caesarea, then up round to 
Galilee, staying at a kibbutz on the southern 
end of the lake. From there, we did a day trip 
to Capernaum, then up onto the Mount of 
Beatitudes. At each of these places, we had on-
site teaching from Reverend Glashouwer, 
giving us the Biblical history of the area, and 
relating that to our spiritual walk today. 

The following day we went up onto the Golan 
Heights, and learnt of God’s miraculous 
intervention in the Six Day War and the Yom 
Kippur War, both wars which the Israeli Army 

could not possibly have survived, and yet came 
out victorious both times.

We then travelled down to the Old City, where 
we did various day trips to the Dead Sea, a 
number of sites and communities in the West 
Bank, and of course, toured around Jerusalem 
itself, in the Old City, Yad Vashem and the 
Mount of Olives. We experienced a traditional 
Shabbat meal on the Saturday night. 

We were continually reminded of the 
fulfilment of the promises to the Jewish 
people, from the promise and covenant with 
Abraham that his descendants would number 
more than the stars in the sky (Gen 26:4), to the 
promise that those who blessed descendants of 
Abraham would be blessed and those that 
cursed his descendants would be cursed (Gen 
12:3). Each of these promises has been fulfilled 
and continues to be fulfilled to this day. 

Throughout the tour, it was demonstrated to 
us that there is a God in Israel. He has chosen 
the descendants of Abraham, and He has 
chosen the land that they are to live in. Why 
He has chosen those people and that land is 
not for us to decide. It is not our place to make 
that decision. Rather, as believers in Him, we 
are to realise that He is supreme. What has 
happened and continues to happen in the land 
could not possibly have happened were He 
not. And that is the value in the land. It is the 
land of the people of the Living God, who was, 
who is, and is to come.

View of the southern end of the Sea of Galilee. The hills at the 
back on the right are on the border with Jordan.

View of the desert from Masada. This is down near the Dead Sea, 
at the northern end of the Negev Desert. The squares at the 
base of the track are ruins of Roman siege camps.

One of many barren valleys around Jerusalem. This one has 
recently been planted with small trees, which are not yet fully 
established, leaving the desert showing beneath.

>> Matthew Thorn, Australia

The first annual Isreality International tour in 
July 2016 was a tremendous success, bringing 
together young adults from New Zealand, 
Australia, Austria, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Norway, USA and Brazil for a jam-packed two 
week exploration of the Biblelands.

During the first week, Rev. Willem 
Glashouwer taught of the Biblical significance 
of Israel, and Andrew Tucker guided study on 
the legal status of the modern state of Israel.

After staying in Israel's oldest kibbutz (Degania 
Alef ) near the sea of Galilee, we were driven up 
to Jerusalem, which we climbed over, under 
and through; searched; smelt; tasted; 
questioned; and volunteered in for the 
remainder of our tour.

Time and space to consider the many 
questions arising from the city’s nooks and 
crannies was provided for in the evenings. 
Each night after dinner, we attended lectures 
from local politicians or religious leaders 
which preceded an open time for questions 
and answers.

Of these, my personal favourite was meeting 
with a real life Indiana Jones, Michael Freund. 
Having served as Deputy Communications 
Director in the Israeli Prime Minister’s Office 
under Benjamin Netanyahu, he now searches 
out Israel’s ten lost tribes as they seek to return 
to the promised land. With him was Zwi, a 
dark-skinned Indian man of the tribe of 
Manasseh, who spoke of giving up a high-level 
political career in order to make aliyah. His 
tribe from far north-east India has faithfully 
practiced biblical Judaism in isolation for well 
over 2,000 years.

Listening to Michael and Zwi prompted the 
question, ‘What does it mean to be Jewish?’ 
The answer to this question given consistently 
by a number of speakers is that to be Jewish is 
to be part of the Jewish people, a people who 
share common descendants. It is Michael’s 
professional role - at times challenging, at 
times humorous - to determine the veracity of 
Jewish identity claims. This task requires 

trekking into the some of the world’s most 
remote locations to verify whether customs 
and rituals are truly connected with biblical 
Judaism, and whether the community 
members really are descendants of the Sons of 
Jacob.

I was particularly intrigued to hear of current 
research going into the Pathani tribesmen of 
Afghanistan. Though they live in a 
fundamental Muslim country, the tribesmen 
claim to be of the ‘seed of Israel’, descended 
from the tribe of Benjamin. There is much 
evidence supporting their claim, beginning 
with observations of Jewish names on 
numerous tribal gravestones: obviously a 
rather unusual occurrence in the region. 
Regarding customs, the Pathani do not shave 
their sidelocks, they light candles on Friday 
night, keep Saturday as a day of rest and 
display Stars of David in their homes. I will 
keep my eye out for Michael's findings!

The major theme of the tour, which was 
reiterated by speaker after speaker, was that 
you need to know the facts. If we want to 
deepen our Biblical understanding, we need to 
know the facts. If we want to engage in 
political or legal debate about the modern 
state of Israel, then we need to know the facts! 
This is why it was so important to visit the 
land of Israel. I find committing facts to 
memory one of the dullest pass-times 
imaginable. Yet, having returned to Israel a 
second time, the facts (dates, names, places, etc.) 
are not abstract theory or hypothetical 
allegory: they are detailed insights into the 
most magnificent story the world has ever 
known: God’s plan of creation and 
redemption.

I look forward to the growth of Isreality 
International, and am immensely enjoying 
being part of a growing community of like-
hearted and like-minded young adults from 
the four corners of the earth!

Matthew Thorn is the Australian coordinator of 
Isreality (Christians for Israel Youth Initiative) 
and is studying combined degrees of Arts and 
Laws (LLB) at Monash University.

Volunteering at Yad Sarah Medical Services Centre

>> Matthew Thorn, Australia

The first annual Isreality International tour in 
July 2016 was a tremendous success, bringing 
together young adults from New Zealand, 
Australia, Austria, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Norway, USA and Brazil for a jam-packed two 
week exploration of the Biblelands.

During the first week, Rev. Willem 
Glashouwer taught of the Biblical significance 
of Israel, and Andrew Tucker guided study on 
the legal status of the modern state of Israel.

After staying in Israel's oldest kibbutz (Degania 
Alef ) near the sea of Galilee, we were driven up 
to Jerusalem, which we climbed over, under 
and through; searched; smelt; tasted; 
questioned; and volunteered in for the 
remainder of our tour.

Time and space to consider the many 
questions arising from the city’s nooks and 
crannies was provided for in the evenings. 
Each night after dinner, we attended lectures 
from local politicians or religious leaders 
which preceded an open time for questions 
and answers.

Of these, my personal favourite was meeting 
with a real life Indiana Jones, Michael Freund. 
Having served as Deputy Communications 
Director in the Israeli Prime Minister’s Office 
under Benjamin Netanyahu, he now searches 
out Israel’s ten lost tribes as they seek to return 
to the promised land. With him was Zwi, a 
dark-skinned Indian man of the tribe of 
Manasseh, who spoke of giving up a high-level 
political career in order to make aliyah. His 
tribe from far north-east India has faithfully 
practiced biblical Judaism in isolation for well 
over 2,000 years.

Listening to Michael and Zwi prompted the 
question, ‘What does it mean to be Jewish?’ 
The answer to this question given consistently 
by a number of speakers is that to be Jewish is 
to be part of the Jewish people, a people who 
share common descendants. It is Michael’s 
professional role - at times challenging, at 
times humorous - to determine the veracity of 
Jewish identity claims. This task requires 

trekking into the some of the world’s most 
remote locations to verify whether customs 
and rituals are truly connected with biblical 
Judaism, and whether the community 
members really are descendants of the Sons of 
Jacob.

I was particularly intrigued to hear of current 
research going into the Pathani tribesmen of 
Afghanistan. Though they live in a 
fundamental Muslim country, the tribesmen 
claim to be of the ‘seed of Israel’, descended 
from the tribe of Benjamin. There is much 
evidence supporting their claim, beginning 
with observations of Jewish names on 
numerous tribal gravestones: obviously a 
rather unusual occurrence in the region. 
Regarding customs, the Pathani do not shave 
their sidelocks, they light candles on Friday 
night, keep Saturday as a day of rest and 
display Stars of David in their homes. I will 
keep my eye out for Michael's findings!

The major theme of the tour, which was 
reiterated by speaker after speaker, was that 
you need to know the facts. If we want to 
deepen our Biblical understanding, we need to 
know the facts. If we want to engage in 
political or legal debate about the modern 
state of Israel, then we need to know the facts! 
This is why it was so important to visit the 
land of Israel. I find committing facts to 
memory one of the dullest pass-times 
imaginable. Yet, having returned to Israel a 
second time, the facts (dates, names, places, etc.) 
are not abstract theory or hypothetical 
allegory: they are detailed insights into the 
most magnificent story the world has ever 
known: God’s plan of creation and 
redemption.

I look forward to the growth of Isreality 
International, and am immensely enjoying 
being part of a growing community of like-
hearted and like-minded young adults from 
the four corners of the earth!

Matthew Thorn is the Australian coordinator of 
Isreality (Christians for Israel Youth Initiative) 
and is studying combined degrees of Arts and 
Laws (LLB) at Monash University.

With tour leader John-Henry Nøsen - Western Wall
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The Lord said to Abraham,  “I will make you 
into a great nation and I will bless you. I will 
make your name great, and you will be a 
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and 
whosoever curses you I will curse, and all the 
peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 
Genesis 12: 2-3.

In Zecharaiah 2:8 the prophet describes Israel 
as the apple of God’s eye. He wrote, “He sent 
me after glory, to the nations which plunder 
you, for he who touches you touches the apple 
of His eye.” The apple is the pupil or center of 
the eye. It is the most sensitive part. Therefore 
God is saying through Zecharaiah that when 
you touch Israel you are touching the sensitive 
part of my being.

>> God has not changed or 
rescinded this verse neither 
has he changed his mind 
concerning Israel.

It is true that Israel tested God’s patience many 
times and he even dispersed them once around 
the world but he loves Israel. God created the 
country by his act and he decided the 
geography of the country. He who tampers 
with this tampers with God.

To illustrate God’s principles we only have to 
go to the story of Joseph. It is a good Old 

Testament illustration of how God blesses 
Gentiles who bless the Jews. Joseph was sold 
into the land of Egypt by his jealous brothers 
but in time he rose to Prime Minister of the 
land. He forgave his brothers and saved his 
family and the Egyptian nation.

Cornelius in the New Testament, namely the 
th10  chapter of Acts is another illustration - a 

Roman centurion who lived in Caesarea, gave 
alms to Jewish people and was of good 
reputation amongst the Jews. He was 
recognised as a person who blessed the Jews.

Sir Winston Churchill was also blessed. Once 
again he was sympathetic to the aspiration of 
the Jews to restore a centre of racial and 
political integrity in Palestine. He supported the 
Balfour declaration. His support for God in 
WWII resulted in restoring the land to the Jews.

This newspaper, Israel and Christians Today is a 
world wide two monthly publication. It tries to 
bless Israel and recognise that God is restoring 
its people to their homeland. It also blesses the 
Jews as the inheritance of God as well as 
recognising the church as God’s blessing. In 
each edition, our Editor in Chief, Andrew 
Tucker gives a message to this effect.

The Olympic Games for 2016 is interesting. 
The host country was Brazil, who gave their 

vote to Israel. There are problems in the land 
of Brazil but many people are coming to 
Christ. The Olympic games glorify mans 
ability but God is more interested in mans 
availability.

In contrast God says He will curse those who 
curse Israel. The man or nation that lifts a 
voice or hand against Israel invites the wrath 
of God. The second half of God’s promise to 
Abraham was, “He will curse him who curses 
you.” Genesis 12:3. Consider Hitler of WWII 
and the terrible executions of 10 million 
people. Hitler met and ignominious end.

The Word of God says it is His will for 
Jerusalem to be under the exclusive control of 
Jewish people until the Messiah comes. 
According to Genesis Chapters 12, 13, 15, 17 26, 
and 28 only the Jewish people have a legitimate 
claim to the city. That is not my viewpoint, 
that is God’s opinion. He doesn’t care what the 
United Nations think or anybody else. He gave 
Jerusalem to the nation of Israel and it is
theirs.

If we want to experience the unlimited favour 
of God, if we want a fresh outpouring of the 
spirit, we must bless Israel and oppose those 
who would come against her. We must oppose 
those who would curse the apple of God’s eye.

Psalm 89: 28-34 says, “My mercy I will keep for 
him forever, and My covenant shall stand firm 
with him. His seed also I will make to endure 
forever, and his throne as the days of heaven. If 
his sons forsake My law and do not walk in My 
judgments, if they break My statutes and do 
not keep My commandments, then I will 
punish their transgression with the rod, and 
their iniquity with stripes. Nevertheless My 
loving kindness I will not utterly take from 
him, nor allow My faithfulness to fail. My 
covenant I will not break, nor alter the word 
that has gone out of My lips.”

He Who Blesses Israel, I Will Bless
By Graeme Lee, Christians for Israel New Zealand

Only weeks after an attempted coup 
threatened his rule, Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan is on the move both militarily 
and diplomatically.

Turkish forces are continuing their offensive 
against American-backed Kurdish forces. And 
the West is reeling from Turkey’s sudden 
rapprochement with Russia.

Now experts in prophecy warn the continued 
rise of Turkey and Erdogan has ominous 
eschatological implications.

Erdogan’s position is stronger than ever 
following the failed coup, with his approval 
ratings reaching new highs. In fact, the 
Turkish president has benefited so much from 
the abortive attempt to overthrow him many 
observers suspect he staged the entire thing as 
a false flag operation.

Tensions between the United States and 
Turkey, a NATO ally, continue to increase. The 
United States is reportedly transferring nuclear 
weapons out of Turkey in order to safeguard 
American control. Despite increasingly 
desperate American pleading, the United 
States has thus far been unable to stop 
Turkey’s war against the Syrian Kurds. And 
though serious tensions remain between 
Turkey and Russia, the limited partnership 
between the two powers, whatever economic 
benefits to both nations exist, weakens 
American influence in the Middle East.

“Those who know the 
prophecies of Ezekiel 38 
are aware of a very 
pointed declaration that 
in the last days, in the 
days of a miraculously 
returned Israel, Magog 
(many have believed to be 
Russia) would join with 
Persia (modern day Iran) 
and string several other 
nations along with them 
– for the purpose of 
attacking Israel,” Gallups explained. “The 
prophecies say the attack upon Israel will 
‘come from the North.’ Turkey lies directly 
north of Israel. Additionally, a number of 
prophecy experts believe (based upon a large 
body of biblical and historical evidence) that 
Turkey itself could actually be the Magog 
(perhaps even in alliance with Russia) spoken of 
in Ezekiel 38.

Indeed, the lessening of tensions between 
Russia and Turkey was especially surprising to 
many observers because of the longstanding 
rivalry between Shiite Iran and Sunni Turkey.

Russia is a longstanding Iranian ally. Recently, 
Russia admitted it deployed strategic bombers 
and fighter bombers in Iran. With the 
newfound Russian-Turkish partnership, 
Putin’s junior partner Iran and its onetime 
enemy Turkey are also working together to a 
limited extent.

“A growing number of prophecy experts see 
the very real possibility that Turkey will be 
directly involved in this biblical prediction of a 
cataclysmic and northern assault upon the 
‘unsuspecting’ land of a prophetically returned 
Israel,” argued Gallups. “With that 
understanding, this latest attempt by Turkey 
and Russia to firm up an alliance has a 
particularly ominous eschatological ring to it. 
Especially given all the other factors of the 
current Middle East unrest – including China’s 
presence in Syria, connected by a military 
alliance with Russia.”

“The secular world scoffs at the Word of God, 
and particularly its passages concerning the 
prophetic days just before the return of Christ 
– yet that same secular world, perhaps 
unknowingly, reports those prophecy 
fulfillments in their 24/7 news cycle each 
week. It’s almost as though God will not be 
mocked.”

End-Times Geopolitics Revolving Around Turkey
Courtesy of www.wnd.com

Turkish President Tayyip Erdoğan and President Obama

Aliyah 
Ÿ Aliyah is a special work of the Lord. In 
recent years the number of Jews returning 
to Israel has steadily increased. Thank 
God that as Christians we have the 
possibility to be involved in this great 
return through intercession and in 
practical ways. 
Ÿ Pray for the Jews who have made 
Aliyah from Yemen, Ethiopia and India. 
Because of their dark skin-color and 
different culture, they are faced with 
discrimination in Israel. This is not new, 
the bible talks about it too (Numbers 12:1, 
Song of Songs 1: 5-6).
Ÿ About 20,000 Jews still live in Turkey, 
most of them in Istanbul. The country is 
going through instability, anti-Semitism 
and stricter applications of Islam. Pray for 
the Jewish community in Turkey, for 
safety and for the possibility of making 
Aliyah to Israel. 
 

Israel 
Ÿ Pray for Israel and the nations from 
Ezekiel 28:25-26. Pray specifically for Israel 
in relation to the nations, because the 
return of the Jewish people to Israel has 
great consequences for the nations. Give 
thanks that it’s the Lord God who is 
bringing home His people to His land and 
to Himself. 
Ÿ Pray for Israel and the nations from 
Ezekiel 34:27b-29. Give thanks that Israel 
will live in safety once more and that they 
will no longer be plundered by the 
nations; that the Lord, their God is with 
them and that He calls them His people. 
Ÿ “May God arise, may his enemies be 
scattered” (Psalm 68:1). “Scatter the 
nations who delight in war” (Psalm 
68:30b). In humbleness we may pray these 
verses over Israel. 
Ÿ In the Biblical areas of Judea and 
Samaria and in Jerusalem, cars are often 
pelted with stones and fire-bombs by 
Palestinians. They also spread many lies 
about the Israelis living in these areas. 
Pray for the Jewish populations. There are 
some who keep up contact with the Arab 
populations, but this is not at all easy. 
 

Christians for Israel 
Ÿ For many years the Prayer Calendar 
has been distributed in English and 
Russian. Now it’s also translated in 
German, Portuguese and Italian. Thank 
the Lord for this. Pray that many 
Christians will be reached and encouraged 
to intercede. 
Ÿ Give thanks for the very successful 
Christians for Israel speaking and training 
tour that took place in Australia in 
August. Pray that the seeds that have been 
planted will take root and bear much fruit.  
Ÿ Pray for the upcoming Christians for 
Israel conferences in North-America 
(Florida and California) in October and 
South-America (Brazil) in November. Pray 
that many people will be drawn to these 
conferences. 
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Travelling from one side of the world to the 
other, from scorching heat to the Australian 
winter, I decided not to have any expectations. 
Fortunately, the director of the First Home in 
the Homeland, Elena Kovarsky guided me 
through all the preparations and collected 
video materials, slides and numbers about our 
programme to share them with our Australian 
Christian and Jewish friends.

We experienced so much acceptance, goodwill 
and hospitality in this tour… but let me tell it 
to you step by step...

First let me introduce the team:
Ÿ Rev. Willem J. J. Glashouwer – President 

Christians for Israel International, author 
of the books “Why Israel”, “Why 
Jerusalem”, “Why End Times” and 
“Covenants and Kingdom”

Ÿ Andrew Tucker – Executive Director 
Christians for Israel International

Ÿ Ian and Mandy Worby - Leaders of 
Christian for Israel Australia

Ÿ Mathew Thorn – Leader of Isreality 
Project in Australia

Ÿ Paul and Marg Longfield – Pastor and his 
wife from Caloundra 

Ÿ Jacqui Bakker – Activist of Christians for 
Israel Sydney

Ÿ Judy Russell – Activist of Christians for 
Israel Sydney

Ÿ Wilson Ng – Regional Director Christians 
for Israel Asia and Pastor from Malaysia

Ÿ Pastor Conrado Lumahan - Christians for 
Israel Leader for Philippines and 3,000 
churches

Ÿ Orly Wolstein (me) – Jewish Agency for 
Israel, “First Home in the Homeland” 
Project Manager

>>  Melbourne, Australia

We landed in Melbourne 10 August after 27 
hours of flight from Israel to Australia. We 
were warmly welcomed by the Thorn family, 
who opened their house and their generous 
hearts to us. Christopher and Ros took care of 
us so well, it was as if we were part of their 
family!

Just three hours after arriving, I had a meeting 
with JAFI representatives in Melbourne – Rinat 
Bar Kedem and Becky Kiper-Fox. Our meeting 
was also broadcast to the JAFI office in Sydney. 
Melbourne has the biggest Jewish population 
in Australia, making up 12.8% of the total 
population. More and more Australian Jews are 
deciding to make Aliyah – numbers are far 

from East-European ones, but the 
motivation here is totally different – 
most of Olim are religious and they 
move to Israel because of their calling 
to the Holy Land.

Our next meeting was on Friday 12 
August with different Jewish 
organisations of the state of Victoria. 
Among those invited were 
representatives from “Zionism 
Victoria”, “Jewish Board of Deputies”, 

Jewish Agency for Israel, Association of Israelis 
in Australia, rabbis and many others. Students 
from the Jewish Students Community was a 
special addition. Christians for Israel explained 
their mission, spiritual and practical approach. 
It made a great impression on the Jewish side. 

Many difficult questions were raised, but the 
main topic was the willing cooperation 
between Christians and Jews – on different 
levels and in different projects.

13 August - Shalom Israel - “Final Ingathering”
This was an impressive event organised by 
Shalom Israel and Ebenezer Operation Exodus. 
Visitors were captivated for almost eight hours 
of lectures, fellowships and bible studies. The 
event was hosted by New Hope Baptist Church 
and Pastor, Enoch Lavender. 

Many visitors already follow the message and 
work of Christians For Israel – with help of 
Vision Christian Radio, Israel and Christians 
Today newspaper, published by Christians for 
Israel, and the Australian insert published by 
Ian and Mandy Worby. People were also 
familiar with books written by Willem 
Glashouwer. Over the next three days, many 
participated in workshops and additional 
lectures by Willem Glashouwer and Andrew 
Tucker. At the end everyone stood up and sang 
Hatikva, the national hymn of Israel – it was 
such a powerful moment!

14 August - Trinity Presbyterian Church
The Sunday service was led by a very warm 

Christian community headed by Pastor Phil 
Mercer and his wife Lavena, who have been 
leading this church for 16 years. 

>>  Sydney, Australia

On 17 August, we first visited representatives 
of Jewish organisations in Sydney. The 
gathering took place in the Jewish Museum 
(with a remarkable exhibition about Anna 
Frank and her connection to Australia). The 
meeting was organised by Jacqui Bakker, an 
active member of Christians for Israel Sydney. 
Jewish participants asked if Christians for 
Israel Australia could represent a Christian 
voice in reaction to different events in Israel 
and abroad. Ian Worby as leader of Christians 
for Israel Australia was ready to take this role. 
Among Christian participants of the meeting 
were Christian friends of Magen David Adom 
and Ebenezer.

In St. Annes Church, Willem Glashouwer and 
Andrew Tucker shared their message from 
Christians For Israel. I also spoke about First 
Home in the Homeland. Many of the 
participants had previously visited kibbutzim 
in the past or they knew what a kibbutz looked 
like. One of the guests of the evening was Paul 
Yung, an active member of Christians for Israel 
Australia and Leader of Christians for Israel 
Korea. He takes part in all events organised by 
Christians for Israel and also visits Jewish 
communities in Sydney. For me personally, he 
is a very special person. Four years ago, he 
travelled with a Christians for Israel group to 
Mashabey Sade, kibbutz, where I had just 
started my life as a newcomer. Now we meet 
again but in a different situation, in another 
part of the world, in a different stage of life but 
with same vision and mission!

18 August – Parliament House of Sydney
An impressive event was held in the Parliament 
House of Sydney, the oldest Parliament House 
in New South Wales. The meeting took place 
thanks to Judy Russell – who put a lot of effort 
into making it a successful event. The big hall 
was fully booked, with guests including 
politicians, social media, representatives of 
different churches and Jewish organisations. In 
the evening, future facilitators of the seminar, 
“Why Israel?” gathered in St. Jones Church to 
hear Willem and Andrew. Willem’s seminar 
was so captivating, that the three hours was 
not long enough to finish the discussion and 
to answer all the questions about the biblical 
view on Israel, on Jerusalem and their meaning 
for the Church.

>>  Brisbane, Australia

Directly from the airport, we rushed to Vision 
Radio where Mandy Worby was broadcasting 
and recording her talk show about Christians 
For Israel. Neil Johnson interviewed Willem 
Glashouwer for the listeners of Vision Radio all 
over Australia on 672 radio stations and 
explained to them the mission of Christians 
For Israel. Ian Worby then showed us how 
Vision Christian Media functions - it was really 
inspiring!

Our next meeting was with the Jewish Board 
of Deputies – to present work of Christians 
For Israel and to establish cooperation. Jewish 
leaders expressed gratitude to Christians all 
over the world who support Israel and its 
people. The first result from this meeting was 
an invitation to the media-project, “Shadows 
of the Shoah”. We attended the opening on 
our last day before our flight, it took place in 
the central synagogue of Brisbane. It was a 
powerful and very professional artwork with 
eight stories about Holocaust survivors.

That evening,  we were invited to the Gap 
Baptist Church of Brisbane. Paul and Marg 
Longfield who organised this meeting, led a 
wonderful musical worship with songs in 
English and Hebrew. I felt there was so much 
warmth, interest and support – I truly wish I 
could stay in touch with everyone who shared 
with his or her love of Israel!

20 August – Facilitators' Workshop in Brisbane 
This workshop included a thorough 
explanation by Willem Glashouwer, a lecture 
from Andrew Tucker and my fellowship about 
Aliyah and “First Home in the Homeland”.
We then bade farewell to Willem and Conrad 
and drove to our next destination – beautiful 
Caloundra. In the Caloundra City Life Baptist 
Church, we had our final event organised by 
Paul and Marg. Andrew talked about the 
biblical and modern Israel, from the viewpoint 
of an international lawyer and Christian. 
Pastor Wilson Ng, National Director of 
Christians For Israel Asia preached and then I 
had the pleasure of sharing my story, 
explaining my work for Christians For Israel in 
Ukraine, and the cooperation between 
Christians For Israel, the Jewish Agency and 
“First Home in the Homeland”.

21 August – “Bridges for Peace”
Today we had a meeting with Keith Buxton, 
CEO of Bridges for Peace. Ian and Mandy then 
let us explore the amazing Australian Zoo. 
During this speaking tour my main thought 
was – how humble you are! You are doing so 
much for us, giving your love and support. You 
explain the spiritual part but never show in the 
full mass how much action you take for Israel 
in a practical way! Many Jews in Israel and 
diaspora experience your help and warmth. It 
was such a great honour for me to be a part of 
this tour, to have a chance to share my own 
story as well as hundreds of other stories from 
the participants of the programme. We're 
happy to have so many friends! 

And – where else can you find koala with 
Jewish kippah? Exclusive Australia!

Speaking Tour in Australia 
By Orly Wolstein, First Home in The Homeland, Project Manager Jewish Agency for Israel
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The Letters of the Aleph-bet: Vav
The sixth letter of the alphabet is the vav. It 
is pronounced as a v or w, but in Hebrew 
script also used for the oo (as in book) and 
the o (as in short). The vav is one of the 
letters of the ineffable Name of God YHWH. 
The numerical value is six. The original form 
of the letter was a pictograph of a staff or 
tent peg. 

In Hebrew, the word vav means hook. In 
Exodus 27:10, we read about the silver hooks 

with which the curtains are fixed on the 
posts, that constitute the fence surrounding 
the courtyard of the tabernacle. The way in 
which a Torah scroll used in the synagogue is 
written, is a symbolic reference to this. Just 
as God was present in the tabernacle, so, too, 
He is present with the study of His Word. 

The scroll is composed of parchment sheets. 
The text is written in columns (ammudim, 
the same word that is used for ‘posts’). Each 

column has to start with a vav. The text is 
thus, as it were, attached to the column and 
to the parchment sheet by the vav. 

The vav thus stands for connection. The 
copulative ‘and’ (Hebrew: ve-) consists of a 
single vav, attached to the next word. The 
first vav that occurs in the Torah, is such a 
copulative. It is found at the beginning of 
the sixth word in Genesis 1:1: “In the 
beginning God created the heavens and    

(ve-et) the earth.” It is the word that, so to 
speak, connects heaven and earth. 

Creation is connected with the number six: 
“In six days the Lord made the heavens and 
the earth” (Ex. 20). Known also is the thought 
that God the world as we know it created for 
a period of six thousand years. Then the 
seventh millennium will follow, the era of 
the Messiah. Perhaps, the vav is stretching 
out to that time. 

By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church

October 2016

>>  Today is the day. 
154 young people 
from Ukraine are 
travelling on two 
different flights to 
Israel, where they 
will be officially 
welcomed with 
celebration at the 
Ben Gurion Airport.
 
The group is mostly made up out of young 
people who have come to Israel as part of an 
education programme and who will spend the 
next few years at Israeli schools integrating in 
their new homeland. But there are also several 
families. They will integrate through the 
Kibbutz integration program ‘First Home in 
the Homeland’. 

Because of all the commotion at the airport in 
Kiev, what’s happening doesn’t really hit me 
until I’m on the bus that is taking us to the 
airplane. I see a girl staring off in the distance. 
She looks like she’s about eleven years old.    
For a moment I wonder if she too is part of the 
education programme. Later I find out that 
she has come with her parents, sister and 
brother. What is going through her head? I 
think about my own daughter who is about 
the same age. What an adventure to start a 
new life in a new country.

>>  Uncertain?
When the airplane has started to descend, the 
Israeli coastline comes into view. I remember 
how years ago I flew above Israel like this too. I 
was going to do a three-month internship. I did 
not yet know where I would end up. Things 
were uncertain. It was a beautiful sight to fly 
right above the city of Tel Aviv and to see the 
land from above, but it scared me at the same 
time. How will it be? I imagine that these new 
olim (immigrants) feel the same way. Uncertain. 
What will the future hold? Will everything be 

all right? Did they make the right choice?

After Abraham had to sacrifice his son Isaac, 
but was stopped by an angel, the Lord 
provided a sacrificial lamb. That’s why 
Abraham called this place: ‘The Lord will 
provide’ (Genesis 22:14). Will He not also 
provide for these returning members of His 
people? Hopefully these young people will 
start to see this and discover that they may 
build on a rock that will not be moved. 

>>  Arrival
I’m in the front of the plane. Behind me I hear 
excitement as we descend over Israel towards 
the airport. An exuberant applause fills the 
airplane when it lands. In a special room where 
the new olim are welcomed, the olim are 
encouraged by different people who made the 
effort to make this arrival a special occasion. 
Minister Sofa Landwer of Aliyah and 
Integrations, Chairman of the Jewish Agency 
Natan Sharansky, the head of Keren Hayesod, 
Rev. Henk Poot of Christians for Israel and 
Chief Rabbi of the Netherlands. Binyomin 
Jacobs address all the immigrants and point to 
the miracle of the return of Israel that’s 
becoming a reality right here. It is really 
remarkable that as Christians we are able to be 
a part of this. After centuries in which the 
church has mostly been a curse to Israel, the 
work of Christians for Israel and Ebenezer are 
really making a difference in the return of the 
children of Israel to the land. 

Arrival in Israel 
Christians for Israel recently received this 
very moving letter from someone in India, 
with a donation of US$1 for our ministry.  
This letter shows that our message is 
reaching into nations without us being 

aware of it, and also confirms how 
important the printed newspaper is - it is 
passed around from friend to friend in 
poorer countries. 

Our Message is Far-Reaching
By Ruben Ridderhof, Christians for Israel Netherlands

After the Israeli team failed to win a medal at 
the London Olympics four years ago, the goal 
was to bring home at least one prize from the 
games in Rio. And this humble objective was 
exceeded!

Israel won two bronze medals, both in judo. 
The winners were a young man and woman, 
Ori Sasson and Yarden Gerbi. 

A total of 47 athletes competed for Israel in 17 
sports. But typically when it comes to the 
Jewish state, sports could not be separated 
completely from politics. The Lebanese
delegation refused to ride on the same bus 
with the Israelis, denying them entry and 

forcing them to take another 
vehicle.

Olympics officials turned a blind 
eye and the Lebanese team was 
not disciplined. Then, when 
Sasson faced off with Egyptian 
judoka Islam
El Shehaby, the latter refused to 
shake hands. But the Israeli had 

the last word, defeating his opponent on the 
mat. This time, the International Olympics 
Committee reprimanded the Arab athlete and 
the Egyptian team sent him home. Despite 
these political skirmishes, Israelis were proud.

“Whoever reaches our Olympic team is a 
champion,” said Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu as he met with the medal winners 
and the entire judo team when they returned 
home.

“We saw the effort and the dedication, and the 
struggle, and this inspires us all; even if one 
does not succeed, there is the future…You are 
all champions.” 

Israel at the Olympics Courtesy of Israel Today
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PM Netanyahu and his wife Sara welcome 
the bronze medalists from the judo team
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o First Home in the Homeland - NZ $385 $______________    

OTHER 

o For Zion’s Sake  $______________

 o Hineni Jerusalem $______________

o ALEH High Dependency Wing  $______________

TOTAL  $______________

Name  _____________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________

  ____________________ Post Code_________________

Phone   _____________________________________________

Email  _____________________________________________

Please send your cheque, payable to Christians for Israel NZ to PO Box 12006, 
Penrose, Auckland 1642 or donate by internet banking: 030166 0834515 00.

If using the internet banking option please complete the tear-off coupon with your 
payment and contact details in order for us to identify your payment and send a 

receipt. Alternatively, call our office and leave a message with your details.

BOOKS, DVD’S AND STUDY GUIDES Quan�ty   

 o Israel & Christians Today Paper _______ Free

o Why Israel? by Willem Glashouwer  _______ $20 Book

 o Why Jerusalem? by Willem Glashouwer _______ $25 Book  

 o Israel, the Nations and the Valley of 

  Decision by Harald Eckert _______ $10 Book

o Quick Studies by Graeme Lee _______ $20 Book

  $_______   TOTAL

NB: Receipts are generated annually at the end of each financial year.

INT

Over the years I’ve learned quite a bit about 
the Holocaust and the events that took place 
during WWII, an incredibly dark time in 
human history, especially for European Jews. 
Not that persecution of Jews was unheard of. 
Sadly every nation where Jews have lived these 
past 2000 years they've endured persecution in 
varying degrees the culmination of which was 
the Nazi Holocaust. 

God warned His people that dispersion 
throughout the world would be the 
consequence for disobedience and that's what 
happened. However, our God is a God of 
extreme mercy and grace and along with the 
promise of dispersion, God gave the promise of 
restoration. Judah was exiled to Babylon and 
eventually returned to their land after 70 
years. But after the destruction of Jerusalem in 
AD 70, the Jews were scattered to the four 
corners of the earth but once again God 
promised to restore them to their land a 
second time. 

Isaiah 11:11-12, “In that day the Lord will extend 
His hand yet a second time to recover the 
remains of His people from Assyria, from 
Egypt, from Pathros, from Cush, from Elam, 
from Shinar, from Hamath and from the 
coastlands of the sea. He will raise a signal for 
the nations and will assemble the banished of 
Israel, and gather the dispersed of Judah from 
the four corners of the earth.”

There has always been a Jewish presence in 
Israel but since the late 19th century, Jews have 
been returning to reestablish their connection 
and inheritance to their ancestral homeland. 
The doors for Jewish immigration to Israel 
flew open after the rebirth of the Jewish State 
in May of 1948 but today many Jews are still 

scattered throughout the nations. Recently, 
Ian and I travelled to Ukraine with Christians 
For Israel to see the 20 year old work of 
assisting Jews make Aliyah, a work that has 
assisted thousands of Jews. Our time in 
Ukraine was busy, we packed a lot into our 
week and learned about many wonderful 
projects being done by our team. Numerous 
times throughout the week we were gently 
encouraged by our leader Koen, to “slowly 
hurry up”. This was so we wouldn’t miss the 
next thing. We learned that Ukrainian Jews 
have been considerable contributors to life in 
Ukraine, they’ve established vibrant 
communities doing much good. But like 
elsewhere in Europe during WWII, as soon as 

war broke out in Ukraine, Jewish people were 
targeted mercilessly for extermination and 1.5 
million were slaughtered.  

We heard the stories of Holocaust survivors 
who all commissioned us to “please tell others 
our stories.” Shockingly, there is a growing 
number of people who are denying the 
Holocaust ever happened.

Persecution has been the lot for the Jew 
throughout the earth so where can the Jew go 
when his home is destroyed, when his business 
and his possessions are taken from him and he 
has every civil right stripped away? Where can 
he go when he’s hated by all those he lives 
among? The simple truth is that there is only 
one place on planet earth that is truly home 
for the Jew and it’s the land of Israel!  
Persecution of Jews is rising once again and in 
some places throughout Europe in particular, 
it’s as bad as it was in 1939. This is causing 
many Jews to make Aliyah and Ian and I were 
privileged to witness this fulfillment of 
prophecy with our own eyes. 154 Ukrainian 
Jews made Aliyah to Israel on two chartered 
flights. We were with them as they said 
goodbye to their families remaining in 
Ukraine, the farewells at the airport were heart 
wrenching to watch. Some parents not 
knowing when they would see their children 
again. We flew with them to Israel, we heard 
their claps and cheers as our planes landed on 
Israeli soil and we walked with them as the 
disembarked and made there way to a 
welcoming ceremony. A particularly moving 
part of that ceremony was when the song 
‘Hallelujah’ by Leonard Cohen was played on 

keyboard and violin and spontaneously all 
these brand new Israeli citizens began singing 
along and waving their Israeli flags in the air. 
They were home!

Did you know that God promised that the 
Gentiles would in fact assist in bringing His 
people home? 

Isaiah 49:22, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “Behold, 
I will lift up My hand to the nations, and set up 
My standard to the peoples; and they will bring 
your sons in their bosom, and your daughters 
will be carried on their shoulders.”’

We participated in prophecy as it was being 
fulfilled and it was an experience we will 
treasure for the rest of our lives. We as 
Christians who believe in God’s promises to 
His people will continue our efforts to assist 
more Jews around the world to make Aliyah. 
To our Jewish brothers and sisters whom we 
are eager to assist we gently and lovingly say, 
“Slowly hurry up!”

Slowly Hurry Up 
By Mandy Worby, wife of Ian Worby, National Leader Australia, Regional Director Oceania/Pacific

Olim arriving off the plane in Israel

Mandy and Ian Worby (on the right) and Bert Flute from Christians for Israel Netherlands (centre in dark jacket)
with one of the families who made Aliyah, at the welcome ceremony at Ben Gurion Airport Israel 


