
Welcome to our August 
edition of Israel and 
Christians Today, thank 
you so much for taking 
the time to join us.

In this edition, we bring 
you news and views 
from around New 

Zealand and the South Pacific where, 
even though we are so far away, Israel 
seems to feature regularly in our news 
media. In this edition, we highlight the 
rapidly increasing hypocrisy of our own 
New Zealand government in its 
relationship with Israel – openly 
promoting supporters of renowned 
terrorist groups. While terrorist groups 
continue to fire rockets and mortars into 
Israel, including at least one into an Israeli 
kindergarten, New Zealand continues to 
condemn Israel for the violence. As ‘Fire 
Kites’ launched from Gaza continue to 
destroy thousands of acres of crops and 
forests, the Israel Institute of New 
Zealand questions why New Zealand is 
deafeningly silent. Meanwhile, in Israel, 
rather than fire-kites, Israel is preparing 
to launch a spacecraft to land on the 
moon and conduct scientific exploration.

Fresh in the news as this editorial is being 
written, is the absurd behaviour of yet 
another New Zealander taking stupidity 
to a whole new level. For some reason 
that escapes me, this union leader has 
decided to travel all the way to the Middle 
East in an attempt to get arrested? Despite 
the very clear and simple terms of the 
Gaza blockade, implemented jointly by 
Israel and Egypt to prevent weapons and 
‘terrorist tunnel-building materials’ from 

entering Gaza, this man has decided to try 
and flout the rules. He has of course been 
arrested, and already the inevitable – and 
boringly predictable – media campaign 
has started. Far from reporting that a New 
Zealand citizen has been arrested while 
openly and deliberately trying to break 
the law of a sovereign state, already the 
rhetoric has painted him as the victim. 
This message was of course planned long 
before leaving home, and no doubt the 
story will continue to grow into a fever of 
condemnation of Israel. I wonder if this 
same man will consider other such stunts, 
openly breaking the laws of any other 
countries. I suspect not.

For those who might be considering a visit 
to the Holy Land, might I offer a fully-
guided study tour instead with C4I NZ? 
Journey to Israel for a packed schedule, 
making the very most of the history and 
culture, both ancient and modern, in 
comfort, safety and with the very best 
tour guides. We are delighted to be able to 
release the full details and itinerary of our 
next fantastic tour, see page NZ 07.

Faced with such frustration on the home 
front, it was my great privilege to enjoy a 
coffee with an amazing gentleman 
currently visiting New Zealand, Major(ret) 
Rami Sherman. Travelling through New 
Zealand on a speaking tour, Rami’s story 
is something most New Zealanders would 
think pure fiction. Alas, this quietly 
spoken and humble man was indeed an 
officer in the IDF Special Forces team that 
rescued 102 hostages from the grip of 
terrorists in Entebbe hostage crisis. His 
eye-witness account of the historic rescue 
is sobering. It was humbling to hear him 

speak, not of the bravery and adrenaline 
of such a daring military operation but 
the journey life has taken him on, 
understanding the reality of being a Jew in 
our world. Rami’s greatest desire is simply 
to bring together diverse parties, to 
promote basic dialogue as the foundation 
for peace.

When we hear so much misinformation, 
so much hate, it is easy to get discouraged. 
What then can we do about it?

I bring to your attention the Israel70 
project. In collaboration with a number of 
other pro-Israel groups from around New 
Zealand, together with the Jewish 
community and our Pacific Island 
brothers, and in partnership with Keren 
Hayesod in Israel, we are running a two-
part project to raise funds for Aliyah. 
Firstly, a nationwide sponsorship 
programme, directly seeking funds to 
sponsor individual olim to make their way 
to Israel. Secondly, as we draw 

towards the end of this, the year of the 
70th anniversary of Israel’s independence, 
we are holding a showcase evening in 
Auckland on 7 October. Featuring music 
and dance, addresses from various 
dignitaries from NZ, the South Pacific 
and Israel, a cocktail function with an 
exhibition of Israeli innovation, and 
finally, a special auction of a handful of 
precious items brought all the way from 
Israel especially for the occasion.

It is our hope that we can make a bold and 
clear statement throughout New Zealand 
and the Pacific. Unashamedly standing 
with Israel in celebration of 70 years, we 
look forward to being able to present 
funds to sponsor many olim as they make 
their way to Israel and settle in the Holy 
Land. Please see the article inside, or visit 
our website, if you would like to be 
involved in this historic event. We will 
stand for Israel. 

Thanks for taking the time to join us.
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NEW ZEALAND Informs

Inspires

Comforts

By Bryce Turner, New Zealand National Executive Director

Major Rami Sherman

Yariv Mozer’s documentary about one of 
modern Israel’s founding fathers 
garnered national attention with its 
screenings in Auckland and Wellington.

There is a side of David Ben-
Gurion that few have seen 
and with the work-of-
cinematic-art that is Israeli 
director Yariv Mozer’s Ben-
Gurion: Epilogue is revealed 
to the world in a 70-minute 
documentary.

The film screened twice in 
Wellington at the Roxy 
Theatre and twice in 

Auckland at the Q Theatre. The Doc 
Edge International Documentary Film 
Festival is a not-for-profit independent 
Oscar-qualifying festival. The Embassy 

of Israel sponsored filmmaker Yariv 
Mozer’s attendance at the festival. 
Several of the screenings were either 
sold-out or close to it, as it proved a 
popular film at the festival. At the 
Auckland showing, a special Maori 
celebration and honour was bestowed 
upon Mozer (including a beautiful song).

About the film: The interview, which 
took place in 1968 at his secluded desert 
home in Sde Boker, features the 
introspective Ben-Gurion discussing the 
loss of his wife, personal health, political 
legacy and his hopes for Middle East 
peace. 

The story of the making of this film 
almost deserves its own documentary. 
For decades, reels of silent footage were 
languishing in the Steven Spielberg 
Jewish Film Archive in Jerusalem until 
they were inadvertently discovered. The 
corresponding soundtrack was later 
found in the Ben-Gurion Archives in the 
Negev. 

The restored interview is interwoven 
with newsreels and other archival 
materials, including images of the 
unassuming elder statesman’s 
charmingly simple kibbutz life, taking 
daily strolls and working the farmlands.

Ben-Gurion: Epilogue Sells Out at Doc Edge
Courtesy of Embassy of Israel in New Zealand



Zionism, once perceived as laudable and 
legitimate, has become for many a dirty 
word. While self-determination for 
indigenous peoples has gained great 
currency in recent decades, there is one 
people group whose indigenous status and 
rights continue to be challenged: the Jews. 
No group can present stronger arguments 
for connection to an ancestral homeland, 
and yet the people of Israel are frequently 
portrayed as white European invaders, 
illegitimate occupiers of Arab lands.

Sadly, such views have gained a strong 
foothold in Christian institutions. 
Christian anti-Zionism is promoted in 
theological writings and peddled via 
conferences and slick media productions. 
What many of us consider foundational - 
the unique covenantal standing of the 
Jewish nation and its inviolable 
connection to the Land - is increasingly 
considered controversial and is met with 
antagonism and even ridicule. 

Here in New Zealand, a restorationist view 
of Israel was widely held among 
evangelicals till the 1970’s and 80’s. By the 
1990’s, however, things had begun to 
change. In 2002 one of our major Bible 
colleges published articles antagonistic 
toward Christian Zionism and even referred 
to Jesus as ‘a Palestinian under occupation’.

Within a few short decades, the default 
position has changed: favour toward 
Israel and the Jewish people has largely 
given way to indifference or antagonism, 
particularly among young evangelicals.

That such anti-Zionism has found a 
foothold in ostensibly evangelical circles 
is, among other things, an indicator of the 
cultural captivity of the church. A church 
that draws its values and ideas from the 
prevailing culture (whether consciously or 
not) is one that has lost its way. 

Some have observed that anti-Semitism 
morphs and mutates according to the 
concerns and values of the period in 
which it arises. In the Middle Ages, anti-
Semitism was often religious, in the 1930’s 
and 40’s Europe it was racial. 

Today, however, it frequently appears in 
the garb of human rights or social justice. 
In polite company, it may be unacceptable 
to express hostility towards the Jews. 
Open hostility toward the state of the 
Jews, however, is acceptable and in some 

circles has become a fashionable form of 
‘virtue signalling’.

Is all anti-Zionism antisemitic? No. But 
when a critic of Israel denies to the Jews 
what he freely grants to other people 
groups (e.g. self-determination in ancestral 
homelands), he has moved from legitimate 
criticism to anti-Semitism.

How then should Christians respond to 
Christian anti-Zionism? In summary 
form, I would submit that a well-rounded 

defence may include the following:

1. The historical case for the Jewish 
people’s presence in their ancestral 
homeland. It has been said that “the only 
thing that can be changed is the past”. Much 
Christian anti-Zionism is predicated on a 
distortion of ancient and modern history, 
and such distortions must be challenged.

2. The legal case for Israel’s reconstitution. 
Critics often describe the Jewish state as 
illegal when in reality the legal case for 

her reestablishment is strong indeed.

3. The argument for the indigenous status 
of Israel’s Jews. In an age in which 
indigeneity has great currency, the 
millennia-old connection of Israel’s 
people to their land can and should be, 
leveraged.

4. The human rights case. While biblically 
minded Christians will be distressed by 
Israel’s high abortion rate and Tel Aviv’s 
celebration of homosexuality, it is clear 
that Israel’s human rights record, in a 
relative sense, is the best in the region.

5. The biblical case. Elsewhere I have 
argued that no Scriptural theme enjoys 
greater prominence than God’s 
determination to restore Israel to her land 
and to Himself. If that is the case, then 
our battle with Christian anti-Zionism 
ought not been seen as a minor skirmish 
on the outer fringes of Christendom. At 
stake is nothing less than the veracity of 
the Scriptures and of the God presented 
therein. Christian anti-Zionism is a 
challenge to which we must rise.

While the details of Israel’s future and 
final restoration will continue to be 
contested, even among her friends, of this 
we can be sure: ‘He that scattered Israel will 
gather him’. Jeremiah 31:10
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The Curse of Christian anti-Zionism

A church that draws its values and 
ideas from the prevailing culture
... is one that has lost its way. 

On 30 July, five Australians joined fellow 
young activists in their 20s and 30s from 
the US, Canada and the UK for an in-
depth and intense trip exploring some of 
the most pressing issues in Israeli society.

The Naomi Chazan Fellowship is a chance 
for young professionals to participate in a 
study tour by the New Israel Fund (NIF), 
during which they meet local Israeli 
activists and learnt more about the NIF’s 
strategic issue areas, including religious 
freedom, human rights and democracy, 
social and economic justice, shared 
society and ending racism, and the impact 
of the Occupation.

Fellows met with a variety of grantees 
funded by NIF and participated in 
localised tours to better understand the 
complexities of the region. The group was 

mainly in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Yerucham 
and Hebron.
They heard directly from Israeli activists 
and lawyers involved in battling against 
the recently passed Nation-State Law and 
the Surrogacy Law which excludes single 
men and gay couples. They even had a 
chance to participate in a demonstration 
in central Tel Aviv against the passage of 
the new Nation-State Basic Law, alongside 
thousands of Israelis.
One of the speakers they heard from was 
former Knesset Deputy Speaker Naomi 
Chazan about the ‘democratic slippage’ 
that is happening in Israel.
“It was really interesting to hear from 
someone as experienced and knowledgeable 
as Naomi Chazan about the state of 
democracy in Israel today and some of the 

challenges in terms of Zionism and 
democracy and the intersection of these 
two,” said Ryan Kaplan, a Naomi Chazan 
fellow from Sydney.
One of the group’s tours included visiting 
Kiryat Arba and Hebron with Breaking 
the Silence, former IDF soldiers who 
speak out about their military service and 
the problems arising from the 51 year 
occupation of the West Bank.
Their guide was subjected to ongoing 
 harassment  by settlers who attempted to 
drown out her tour by blasting music, 
loud whistling and invade her personal 
space. Later in the tour Jewish children 
from Hebron threw water at the group 
and even small pebbles.
The visit was very confronting but 
showed the extreme elements in the 

settler community of Hebron who, 
despite heavy police and army presence, 
are able to act almost without impunity. 
Just a few days later the same guide had 
 paint  poured on her by extremists in 
Hebron during a similar tour.

Once the fellows return to Australia they 
will be creating local programming to 
share some of their experiences with their 
peers and local communities in Sydney 
and Melbourne and work to broaden the 
conversation around Israel.

“As the Naomi Chazan Fellowship becomes 
increasingly international with participants 
from four countries it gives the group a 
unique opportunity not only to learn from 
local Israeli activists but also from their peers 
across North America and the UK,” said NIF 
Australia Executive Director Liam Getreu.

An Inspiring Look at Israel’s Challenges
By Sharon Berger, courtesy of j-wire.com.au
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Israel Institute demands a New 
Zealand response to continuing 
Hamas attacks on Israel.

Israel Institute of New Zealand director, 
Dr David Cumin, is calling on the 
Government to strongly condemn the 
latest round of attacks on Israel by 
Palestinian terror groups.

Recently, at least 17 missiles were 
indiscriminately fired into Israel, from 
Gaza, with Hamas, the rulers of Gaza, 
boasting that 35 were actually launched. 
This follows more than 50 rockets and 
mortars that were fired into Southern 
Israel in May – most of which were 
intercepted, but at least one of which 
landed in an Israeli kindergarten.

Dr Cumin, says the continuing violence 
from Hamas needs to be condemned, 
especially with New Zealand providing aid 
to the region.

“Instead of only blaming Israel for the 
continuing violence we need to look to its 
source and strongly condemn Hamas and 

other terror groups who have explicit aims of 
destroying the Jewish state”.

Dr Cumin also drew attention to recent 
moves by nations such as Australia, the 
United States, and Israel to review or 
suspend payments to the Palestinian 
Authority following revelations that aid 
dollars are being funnelled into terror. 
There have been calls for the same from 
the UK and Canada among other nations.

“New Zealand should follow the lead of these 
nations in questioning whether our taxpayer 
dollars are being used to aid terror after over 
100 more days of state-sponsored violence 
against Israel”.

Dr Cumin says civilians and militants 
have been paid and provoked by Hamas to 
breach the border fence with Israel in 
order to, in the words of Hamas leader, 
Yahya Sinwar, “tear out their hearts from 
their bodies”.

“While the riots at the fence were mostly 
ineffective and the IDF prevented any 
breaches of the border fence, balloons and 

kites with incendiary devices have destroyed 
thousands of acres of farmland and forest”.

Dr Cumin also says that it is ironic that 
Unite Union leader Mike Treen is on his 
way to Israel to provide political support 
to terrorists by trying to ‘break’ the Israeli 
blockade of Gaza.

“Mr Treen is attempting to nullify a legal 
action, taken by a sovereign state, which has 
been put in place to prevent further terror 
attacks and save lives on both sides. It is 
shameful that he supports the actions of a 
group which would bomb Israeli 
kindergartens”.

Israel Institute Demands a Response
From New Zealand
Courtesy of Israel Institute of New Zealand

Beersheva kindergarten after rocket attack from Gaza

The Auckland office of the New Zealand 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
(MFAT) promoted an event entitled ‘The 
One-State Solution and the Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) campaign: 
Civil society responses to governmental 
failure on Palestine/Israel’ by retweeting the 
event on twitter:

The New Zealand Institute of 
International Affairs is hosting University 
of Auckland Associate Professor of Dance 
Studies, Nicholas Rowe, who joined other 
New Zealand academics in praising New 
Zealand’s co-sponsorship of 2334 – a move 
that National Party leader, Simon Bridges, 
recently said was ‘wrong’ – and urging the 

New Zealand government to sanction the 
IDF and actively support other BDS steps 
designed to destroy the Jewish state.

Associate Professor Nicholas Rowe is 
married to a Palestinian woman and 
called the Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine (PFLP) “the tribe my family 
belongs to” at a 2017 Sydney BDS 

conference. The PFLP is a revolutionary 
socialist organisation that takes a hard 
line on Palestinian national aspirations. 

It does not recognise the State of Israel, it 
opposes negotiations with the Israeli 
government, and favours a one-state 
solution to the Israeli–Palestinian 
conflict.

The PFLP is well known for pioneering 
armed aircraft-hijackings in the late 1960s 
and early 1970s and is designated as a 
Foreign Terrorist organisation by the US 
Department of State, European Union, 
Canada, Australia, and the UN.

The Israel Institute of New Zealand asked 
MFAT why they were promoting the 
NZIIA event endorsing BDS and a one-
state solution, especially when they had 
not promoted all NZIIA events. MFAT 
responded to an email, saying:

“The NZIIA is an independent organisation. 
Retweets of their events do not constitute an 
endorsement of their views. Over the past 
year or so MFAT has promoted their events 
via the @MFATinAuckland twitter account 
in order to boost attendance at NZIIA events 
and encourage foreign policy discussion in 
Auckland.

New Zealand has a commercial and trade 
relationship with Israel, supported through 
our Embassy accredited to Israel. Total trade 
between our two countries grew 51% from 
2016 to 2017 making Israel our 49th largest 
trading partner. The New Zealand 
Government continues to support a two 
state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict.” New Zealand Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade.

MFAT’s promotion of Professor Rowe’s 
talk sends some mixed diplomatic 
messages. While it says it does not 
support the one-state solution that 
Professor Rowe, PFLP, and others prefer 
and implies it is not in favour of BDS, it 
would seem odd to select this talk for 
promotion.

Especially at a time when New Zealand’s 
record of voting at the UN has been out of 
step with our traditional allies, including 
naming only Israel for condemnation over 
the recent violence in Gaza. MFAT 
officials are also responsible for providing 
advice to New Zealand representatives on 
how to vote at the United Nations.

The Israel Institute of New Zealand could 
not find any other event promoted by 
MFAT that:

Ÿ is clearly antithetical to any 
longstanding New Zealand policy 
position or goal; or

Ÿ has a keynote speaker who has openly 
identified with a designated terror 
organisation; or

Ÿ endorses actions that are designed to 
destroy an allied nation.

In fact, in 2015, MFAT issued a warning to 
MP’s against attending World Falun Dafa 
Day events because of China’s ‘sensitivities’. 
Furthermore, in promoting BDS (and not 
explicitly condemning it), MFAT may come 
close to breaching anti-BDS provisions that 
President Obama signed into trade deals.

Professor Rowe is free to support PFLP in 
New Zealand and lecture on their behalf. 
However, the New Zealand government 
should not be promoting such talks. It 
may have been understandable if the 
person in charge of the MFAT Auckland 
Twitter account did not entirely 
understand what they were doing but the 
response from MFAT seems to be that 
they are comfortable promoting this 
event.

NZ MFAT Promotes BDS Event 
Featuring Supporter of Terror Group
Courtesy of Israel Institute of New Zealand

Associate Professor Nicholas Rowe
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The modern conflict between the 
Jewish inhabitants of the Holy 
Land and their Arab cousins has 
been raging for a hundred years 
ever since the Balfour 
Declaration of 2 November 1917 - 
30 years before the 
establishment of the State of 
Israel. 

Israel has now maintained its statehood 
for 70 years despite the most hateful and 
determined efforts by her enemies to 
destroy her. She has faced and repelled 
fully armed assaults by bigger nations 
than herself. Most notable among them is 
the War of Independence (1947-1949 with 
6,000 Israeli fatalities), the lightning Six 
Day War of June 1967 (679 Israeli fatalities), 
and most grievous and painful to date is 
the Yom Kippur War of October 1973 
(2,656 Israeli fatalities in just three weeks of 
fighting). Israel has also weathered the 
different storms of terrorists: originally 
the Fedayeen sneaking into Israel’s 
southern borders in the 1950’s and 60’s, 
followed by the PLO hijackings and 
attacks of the 1970’s. As a new millennium 
dawned, waves of suicide bombings by 
locally brainwashed Arabs living on the 
West Bank and Gaza traumatised the 
nation. Terrorism continues to this day. 

The names we often hear now through 
the news media are Hamas, Hezbollah, 
Islamic Jihad and most concerning to the 
Israelis, Iran. The battle still rages. But 
today there is also a new kind of war 
raging against Israel. It is the cultural, 
intellectual and economic war that seeks 
to strip Israel of her prosperity and 
credibility before a naïve, gullible and very 

unjust world opinion. It is known as both 
the BDS movement (Boycotts, Divestments 
& Sanctions against Israel) and the 
Palestinian Campaign for the Academic 
and Cultural Boycott of Israel (PACBI). It 
is largely a propaganda war. 

The campaigns against Israel are 
relentless, and it begs the question - which 
side is God on? If I were to tell you that 
God doesn’t take sides in this conflict, I 
would be misleading you because the Holy 
Bible clearly testifies that He does. If I 
were to say that keeping God out of it is 
best for peace in the region, then I would 
be dodging the biggie as true peace walks 
hand-in-hand with justice. Without 
recognition of who has the right to the 
Land, there can be no real peace. That isn’t 
to say that God doesn’t love all involved - 
He does, on both sides of the divide. But 
understanding that the Palestinians are 
loved by God (John 3: 16), and they are, still 

does not afford them the right to demand 
sovereignty over land which the Almighty 
has clearly set aside for the Jewish people. 
In essence, the Palestinian Authority is 
simply demanding something that doesn’t 
belong to them - the sovereign land of the 
Jewish People. If Israel were to cut a deal 
with the Palestinians that would be great. 
But when it comes to dividing the land for 
sovereign ownership and governance, we 
must be very careful. My understanding is 
that only God and the Jews have that 
right. 

If you want to know if the cause of the 
Jewish people returning to their land is 
just, then look no further than Ezekiel 28: 
24-26. The Lord calls the neighbouring 
peoples who refuse to respect the right of 

the Jewish people to be there as 
“malicious neighbours who are painful 
briers and sharp thorns”. For the Lord is a 
God of justice, Isaiah 30:18 tells us. And 
this God of justice says further in the 
Ezekiel passage: “When I gather the people 
of Israel from the nations where they have 
been scattered, I will be proved holy through 
them in the sight of the nations. Then they 
will live in their own land, which I gave to 
my servant Jacob.  They will live there in 
safety and will build houses and plant 
vineyards; they will live in safety when I 

inflict punishment on all their neighbours 
who maligned them.”

The warning against maligning Israel in 
this conflict also reaches far away nations 
like NZ. “For behold, in those days and at 
that time, When I restore the fortunes of 
Judah and Jerusalem, I will gather all the 
nations and bring them down to the valley 
of Jehoshaphat. Then I will enter into 
judgment with them there on behalf of My 
people and My inheritance, Israel, whom 
they have scattered among the nations; And 
they have divided up My land.” Joel 3: 1-2

Since 1982, Nigel Woodley has been the 
pastor of the Flaxmere Christian Fellowship 
in Hastings. He is also Chairman of Ebenezer 
Emergency Fund, NZ Trustee of the 
International Convention of Faith Ministries 
(ICFM), based in USA, and Campus Director 
of Life Christian University in Hawkes Bay. 
Nigel has a Master of Arts degree in 
Theology and Biblical Studies. His writing is 
the result of many years of devotion to 
biblical study regarding Israel. 

Israel’s Struggle for Justice -
the First Seventy Years
By Pastor Nigel Woodley, Flaxmere Christian Fellowship, Hastings and NZ Chairman Ebenezer Operation Exodus

Fundraising for Aliyah
Helping bring the Jewish people home

In partnership with Keren Hayesod

$130 per ticket

 Includes admission for ONE guest to the Israel70 powhiri, cocktail 

function, showcase event and auction. Dress code: Formal

All proceeds go directly to Aliyah

 ISRAEL 70 
Celebrate Israel’s 70th anniversary

at this special event! 

The Israel70 project is a joint effort by many of New 

Zealand’s pro-Israel groups, also involving representatives 

of the Pacific Islands and the Jewish community. 

The first part of the project is a fundraising, seeking 

sponsorship of aliyah. The cost of sponsoring one olim 

including their paperwork, packing, transportation, flight 

to Israel, and the full first year integration programme is 

approximately $5500 NZD. Individuals and groups are 

committing to sponsor all or part of this cost; all 

donations go directly to aliyah via our partners Keren 

Hayesod.

Secondly, the showcase event on Sunday October 7th will 

begin with a formal opening powhiri at 5:15pm. Guests will 

then be invited to join the Israel70 organising committee 

and the visiting dignitaries for a cocktail function featuring an 

exhibition of Israeli technology and innovation. 

Following the cocktail function, guests will be asked to 

take their seats in the Cole Theatre for the showcase 

event including performances and addresses from 

dignitaries. 

The evening will conclude with a short but very special 

auction, of several magnificent items brought all the way 

from Israel especially for the occasion.

«

«
««

ISRAEL

But when it comes to dividing the 
land for sovereign ownership and 
governance, we must be careful. 

A flypast in Tel Aviv on Israel's Independence Day 
anniversary celebrations

Waipuna Hotel &
Conference Centre

SUNDAY
October7

58 Waipuna Rd, Mt Wellington, Auckland

5.15pm

For more information or to purchase tickets, 
contact Israel70

NEW ZEALAND

Ph: 09 525 7564
Email: info@c4israel.org.nz

www.c4israel.org.nz

c\-

NZ 04

Join us to celebrate Israel’s 70th anniversary, and help to raise money to help bring the Jewish people home.



>> The Seven Feasts 
of Moses
The Torah: The five books of Moses - 
details seven feasts during the Hebrew 
calendar: Three feasts are in the spring, in 
the month of Nisan: Passover, the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread, and the Feast of First 
Fruits. Then fifty days later there is the 
Feast of Weeks, Shavout, also known as 
Pentecost.

There are three remaining feasts in the 
autumn, in the month of Tishri: the Feast 
of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement (Yom 
Kippur), and the Feast of Tabernacles. 
(There are two reckonings of the Hebrew 
year: the civil year starts in the autumn on 
the 1st of Tishri; the religious calendar starts 
in the spring in the month of Nisan.)

Their Prophetic Role: While each of 
these feasts has a historical 
commemorative role, they also have a 
prophetic role. Jesus indicated this in 
Matthew 5:17, “Think not that I am come to 
destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not 
come to destroy, but to fulfil.”

Paul also emphasised that in Romans 15:4: 
“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning...”

The prophetic role of the feasts is also 
highlighted in Colossians 2:16 and 17: “Let 
no man therefore judge you in meat, or in 
drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the 
new moon, or of the Sabbath days: which are 
a shadow of things to come...”

>> The Feast of 
Trumpets
The Jewish New Year (Rosh Ha' Shana), 
along with the Feast of Trumpets, begins 
on the 1st of Tishri. 

Immediately following the Feast of 
Trumpets begins the seven Days of 
Affliction, in anticipation of the Day of 
Atonement, or Yom Kippur.

>> Yom Kippur
Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, is 
observed on the 10th of Tishri. This day 
was a day of sin offerings and numerous 
other rituals as it was the most solemn of 
all the observances. 

This was the day - the only day - that the 
High Priest was able to enter the Holy of 
Holies, and then only after elaborate 
ceremonial washings, offerings, and 
associated rituals. 

This was also the day that two goats were 
selected, one for an offering and one as 
the ‘scapegoat.’ 

(The lottery box, used to select which goat 
was to serve in which capacity, has been 
fashioned for service in the forthcoming 
Temple and may be seen during a visit to the 
Temple Institute in Jerusalem today.) 

As many aspects of the feasts were 
prophetic, the scapegoat is also Messianic.

Even the seven days preceding, the Days of 
Affliction, are an affliction of preparation, 
suggestive of the threshing floor, which is 
also a prophetic idiom.

Since the loss of the Temple in 70 A.D., 
the God-centered observances of the 
Torah have tragically been replaced with a 
man-centered, good works system of 
appeasement through prayer, charity, and 
penitence. 

However, it appears that a return to the 
traditional ways is on the horizon with 
the plans to rebuild the Temple in 
Jerusalem.

>> Succoth (The 
Feast of Tabernacles)
Five days later, on the 15th of Tishri, is the 
final feast of the year: Succoth, the Feast of 
Tabernacles, or the Feast of Booths. This 
lasts for eight days and is one of the three 

feasts that were compulsory for all Jewish 
males.

It is fascinating to visit Israel at this time 
and observe them build their temporary 
‘booths’ in the traditional way, leaving 
deliberate gaps in the branches to view 
the stars at night, and for the wind to 
blow through during the day. This is 
intended to remind them of the 
wilderness wanderings. 

At the end of the eight days, they leave 
their temporary dwellings to return to 
their permanent homes. (This is one of the 
reasons some suspect that this feast, rather 
than the Feast of Trumpets, is suggestive of 
the Rapture of the Church. Also, there 
appears to be a hint by Peter, desiring to 
build ‘succoths’ at the transfiguration.) This 
day, traditionally, is the day that Solomon 
dedicated the first Temple.

This feast also involved a daily processional 
to the Pool of Siloam to fetch water for the 
Temple. This ceremonial procession is the 
setting for the events of John 7, where Jesus 
offers them ‘living water.’

This procession involved four types of 
branches: the willow, the myrtle, the 
palm, and a citrus. The willow has no 
smell and no fruit. The myrtle has smell, 
but no fruit. The palm has no smell, but 
bears fruit. The citrus has both smell and 
bears fruit. This sounds reminiscent of 
the four soils of the first ‘kingdom parable’ 
of Matthew 13, doesn’t it?

The prophetic implications of this 
climactic feast are many. Most scholars 
associate it with the establishment of the 
Millennial Kingdom in Israel.

>> In Summary
Most observers note that the first three 
feasts, in the first month of the religious 
year - Passover, Feast of Unleavened Bread, 
and Feast of First Fruits - are prophetic of 
the Lord’s First Coming. They each were also 
fulfilled on the day they were observed.

Between these three feasts and the final 
three feasts is the Feast of Weeks, or 
Pentecost, which is predictive of the 
Church. (It is also the only feast in which 
leavened bread is ordained!)

It is believed that the last three feasts, in 
the 7th month, are prophetic of the Lord’s 
Second Coming. That is why many are 
particularly watchful in the autumn of 
each year.  

The Autumn Feasts of Israel 
By Chuck Missler. Courtesy of Brian Hughes, Koinonia House
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Short News

United Nations 
Youth Model

In July, Israeli Ambassador Dr. Gerberg 
enjoyed meeting Milla and Jason from 
respectively Christchurch and Rotorua, 
who both attended the annual UN 
Youth Model event in Wellington and 
had been selected to represent the 
State of Israel at the event.

Israel Aims to 
Launch Moon Lander 
in December
Israel's space division and an Israeli 
aerospace nonprofit recently 
announced that a mission to the moon 
will launch in December. If successful, 
the country would become the fourth 
nation to land on the moon and the 
first to use a small spacecraft. 

In a press conference, Israel Aerospace 
Industries Space division and the 
nonprofit SpaceIL relayed their plans to 
launch an unmanned lunar spacecraft, 
weighing a relatively light 1,322 pounds, 
from Cape Canaveral, Florida in 
December. After a two-month journey, 
the spacecraft should land on the moon 
13 February 2019, to plant an Israeli flag 
and to collect scientific data.

Israel to Share Her 
Wealth with Samoa

Israel’s Ambassador to Samoa Dr Itzhak 
Gerberg and his wife Shifra met Press 
Secretary to Prime Minister and Cabinet 
Nanai Taofiga Laveitiga Tuiletufuga 
during their recent visit to Samoa.

Two of Israeli’s finest, from Israel’s 
Agency for International Development 
Cooperation, will be in Samoa next 
October to share their wealth of 
experience and intelligence in water 
and agricultural technology. The 
experts will facilitate a two week 
course for locals and internationals 
interested in learning the secrets 
behind the Jewish Nation’s world 
revered success in the agriculture and 
water sectors.  

It’s one of the achievements cemented 
so far by Dr Gerber, but he is also 
praising the Samoan Government for 
accepting the initiative as this is not the 
first time Israel offered to share their 
ingenuity in food and agricultural 
technology with Samoa.Apples dipped in honey are often eaten 

during the holiday, symbolising the hope 
for a good year to come.
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Nation to Nation Exchange
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Dear friends at Christians for Israel NZ,

We wanted to share with you a brief 
overview of the many blessings we have 
experienced in the first half of 2018 here 
at For Zion’s Sake Ministries, and also to 
express our heartfelt gratitude for your 
faithful love and support towards the 
work of the Lord here in Jerusalem 
through For Zion’s Sake.

This year so far, we many blessings of aid 
including two 40 feet shipping containers 
full of humanitarian aid for the needy at 
our warehouse centre in Jerusalem. Our 
social assistance programs include the 
distribution of clothing, blankets, food, 

medicine, diapers, furniture, building 
material and finances to new immigrants 
and others who come to us for help.

Thank you for partnering with us 
to make the love of Yeshua shine 
in Israel! 

The Lord has faithfully provided such 
abundance of aid that our warehouse 
shelves remained consistently full 
throughout the year for distribution. We 
even had enough extra aid to bless other 
ministries as well - including the Bedouin, 
Ethiopian and Arab communities, various 
Messianic fellowships, Holocaust 

Survivors’ Association, the IDF, and other 
Jewish organisations. 

These aid containers carry the life supply 
of our outreach ministry because it's 
through our giving of humanitarian aid 
that we can share the goodness of God 
while assisting the practical needs of the 
poor. 

We also wanted to highlight the fact that 
we have very many seniors who come to 
us for assistance. Most of them live on 
meagre pensions and often struggle to 
make ends meet. The elderly, like in the 
photos below, are very happy to receive 
the assistance we can offer them. 

Thank you for helping us bless these 
precious ones!

Our FZS congregation also participates in 
outreaches by inviting those who come to 
our warehouse for assistance to visit our 
fellowship that meets on Shabbat. As we 
study the Bible and celebrate the biblical 
feasts together, we can introduce Yeshua 
to many Israelis as Messiah! 

Thank you so much for your faithful 
prayers and support to FZS Ministries that 
help us to make such a difference to the 
lives of so many needy Israeli people.

For Zions Sake Update for 2018
By Bradley Antolovich, International Director For Zions Sake

ISRAEL 
FOCUS GROUP

www.israelfocusgroup.co.nz

By Stephanie Harawira

Sunday 29th July 2018 will be a day that 
will be etched in eternity in the hearts of 
the Maori and the Jewish nation. The 
Aotearoa Israel Powhiri drew Maori 
from ‘O Nga Hau e Wha’ (the four winds) 
to gather in the heart of Waitakere City 
at Hoani Waititi Marae for a prophetic 
nation to nation exchange to bless and 
honour Israel, and the Israeli 
Ambassador, his Excellency Dr Itzhak 
Gerberg.  

This ceremony was spearheaded by 
Ngapuhi as a whakapaha (apology) to 
express Maori disapproval for the 
Government’s actions for standing 
against Israel at the UN and for co-

sponsoring the 2016 anti-Israel UNSC 
Resolution 2334.

The Aotearoa-Israel ceremony was a 
culmination of the hopes, dreams and 
aspirations of the Maori nation passed 
down by Ngapuhi  Tupuna (ancestors) 
and Kaumatua Matua Pat Ruka.

This historic event came with full 
honours of a Haka Powhiri, a Karanga 
(call) and a prophetic Korowai (feather 
cloak) made specifically to release the 
blessing over Israel and more 
importantly to connect our two nations, 
for such a time as this. To haka, to sing, 
to break bread, and exchange mauri (life 
force) between our people was graciously 
given and received on both sides.

The event organiser, 
Stephanie Harawira 
is the National 
Director of social 
media campaign Kia 
Ora Israel and runs 
Pacific Pearls who are 
a pro-Israel NZ 
Christian Maori 
Movement.  
Stephanie stated: 
“Our kaumatua knew 
the importance of the 
hour, the importance 
of our national stance, 
and the importance of 
our nations coming 
together. It signals to 
NZ and to the world 
that Israel is not alone. 
Israel needs friends 
who have the courage 
to stand up, speak up 
and rise up. Many 
people get 
apprehensive to align 
with Israel because of 
the BDS backlash, but 
we are in a season to not shrink back, but I 
say Kia Kaha (be strong), Maranga Mai 
(rise up), E TU (stand up) and hold the line 
alongside our Israeli brothers.”

“Martin Luther King Jr said, “In the end, we 
will remember not the words of our 
enemies but the silence of our friends”.   
Israel needs friends who are not afraid to 
hold the line and support them. Regardless 
of what the governments are saying.”

“The scriptures tell us to ‘know the hour’ 
and that Israel will head into perilous 
times. We are believers in the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and that unity 
commands a blessing. Together we are 
stronger.”

I’ve been asked how can we further 
enhance our relationship between Maori 
and the Jewish community. Pick up the 
phone, let’s korero, pretty simple really.
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Helen Hira

Louise Kapene-Green – korowai 
maker for Pacific Pearls – hongi with 
His Excellency Dr Itzhak Gerberg, 
Israeli Ambassador to New Zealand



Day 1 - Sat 9 Mar | DEPART NEW ZEALAND – AUCKLAND

Depart Auckland to Bangkok, then fly to Israel.

Day 2 – Sun 10 Mar | ISRAEL ARRIVAL, JAFFA, TEL AVIV, NETANYA

Arrive in Israel, visit Jaffa and Tel Aviv. 

Day 3 – Mon 11 Mar | CAESAREA, MT CARMEL, NAZARETH VILLAGE, 
CANA, SEA OF GALILEE

Visit Caesarea Maritima, Mt. Carmel, Megiddo to Nazareth
Village. Pass through Cana onto our hotel on the Sea of
Galilee in Tiberias.

Day 4 - Tues 12 Mar | JESUS BOAT, BOAT RIDE, MT. OF BEATITUDES, 
TABGHA, CAPERNAUM

See the “Jesus Boat”, followed by a Worship Boat Ride on the
Sea of Galilee. Visit the Mt. of Beatitudes, enjoy a St. Peter’s 
Fish Lunch. Onto Tabgha, Capernaum and Primacy of St Peter.

Day 5 - Wed 13 Mar | MT ARBEL, KIBBUTZ MALKIYA, YARDENIT

Visit Mt. Arbel, then onto Yardenit on the Jordan River,
for those desiring to be water baptised.

Day 6 – Thu 14 Mar | BEIT SHEAN, SACHNE, QASR EL YAHUD,
JERICHO, DEAD SEA

Head to Beit Shean. Drive to the Jordan Valley to Qasr El
Yahud, and take a cable car in Jericho. Arrive at our hotel on 
the shores of the Dead Sea, the lowest point on Earth!

Day 7 – Fri 15 Mar | MASADA, EIN GEDI, QUMRAN, KALIA BEACH

Start at King Herod’s mountain fortress, continue to Qumran 
to float in the salty waters of the Dead Sea.

Day 8 – Sat 16 Mar | BEER SHEBA, SDEROT, JERUSALEM

Today we travel to Beer Sheva to see Tel Sheva and Abraham’s 
Well. Onto Sderot, then up to Jerusalem. Enjoy a panoramic 
view of the Old City from Mt Scopus.

Day 9 - Sun 17 Mar | MT. OF OLIVES, DOMINUS FLEVIT, GETHSEMENE, 
MT ZION, HEBRON

Visit Mt. of Olives with a view of the Holy City, down the Palm
Sunday Road and walk to Dominus Flevit to the Garden of 
Gethsemane.

Day 10 – Mon 18 Mar | OLD CITY, VIA DOLOROSA, GARDEN TOMB, 
WESTERN WALL, SOUND & LIGHT SHOW

Visit the Pools of Bethesda and Ecce Homo, walk the Via
Dolorosa, onto the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Celebrate
communion at the Garden Tomb. Visit the Western Wall. Enjoy 
the Sound and Light Spectacular at David’s Citadel.

Day 11 – Tues 19 Mar | CITY OF DAVID, SOUTHERN WALL, GUSH 
ETZION, BETHLEHEM

Visit the City of David and Hezekiahs tunnel, Old City of 
Jerusalem and sit on the Southern Steps. Proceed to
Bethlehem, stopping at Shepherds Field.

Day 12 – Wed 20 Mar | SAMARIA, MT GIRIZIM, SHILO, OFRA, BETHEL 

Today we visit CFOIC in Karnei Shomron, then onto Mt Girizim, 
Shilo and Bethel then back to Jerusalem.
Day 13 – Thu 21 Mar | MUSEUMS, YAD HASHMONAH, DEPART  OR 
RETURN TO JERUSALEM

Drive to the Israel Museum. Enter the Shrine of the Book, see 
the famous Dead Sea Scrolls. Onto Elah Valley, and Yad 

Hashmonah, a Messianic Kibbutz. Those continuing to 
Jordan/Eilat will return to Jerusalem, those flying home will fly 
to Bangkok.

Day 14 – Fri 22 Mar | TRANSIT BANGKOK

Day 15 – Sat 23 Mar | ARRIVE AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND

OPTIONAL JORDAN/EILAT EXTENSION, PETRA

Day 13 – Thur 21 Mar | JERUSALEM

Day 14 – Fri 22 Mar | ALLENBY BRIDGE, MT NEBO, MADABA, PETRA

Transfer to Allenby Bridge and cross the border into Jordan.
Visit Mt Nebo and Madaba then south to Petra.

Day 15 – Sat 23 Mar | PETRA

Today is spent in Petra, with the opportunity for a short horse
ride, then travel on foot through ‘CIQ’ valley. Visit the treasury,
explore buildings, tombs, temples, and a 3,000-seat theatre.

Day 16 - Sun 24 Mar | WADI RAM, AQABA & EILAT

Depart Petra for Wadi Ram for a 4WD tour of the red desert of
Edom. Enjoy a Bedouin lunch, then onto Aqaba, on the Red
Sea, to cross the border back into Israel to stay in Eilat.

Day 17 - Mon 25 Mar | NEGEV DESERT, DEPARTURE

Visit the Tabernacle in the Wilderness and Solomon’s Pillars at
Timna Park, then Negev Desert, and the crater at Mitzpe
Ramon. Transfer to Ben Gurion for flight to Bangkok.

Day 18 – Tue 26 Mar | TRANSIT BANGKOK

Day 19 – Wed 27 Mar | ARRIVAL AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND
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ISRAEL STUDY TOUR 2019
With Optional Extension to Petra

NEW ZEALAND

9 March - 23 March 2019
(PLUS OPTIONAL JORDAN/EILAT EXTENSION TILL 27 March 2019)

Escorted by Bryce and Eleanor Turner, and 
Graham Simpson of Christians for Israel New Zealand BryceGraham

Christians For Israel NZ, supported by Rhema Media, are pleased to be 
able to offer you the opportunity to join us on our next study tour to the 
Holy Land. With considerable joint experience in running tours, we have 
been able to provide outstanding value in a carefully designed itinerary 
to make your tour the greatest experience possible.
Previous tours have surpassed all expectations with many finding it just 
too difficult to name a highlight, as there were highlights every day. You 
have the incredible opportunity to travel the land where Jesus lived and 
walked. Explore biblical history and layers of civilization, the ancient to 
the modern, escorted by our experienced tour leaders and a fantastic 
Jewish guide with a profound knowledge of the Bible.
The trip of a lifetime – come join us!

HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR 15 DAY VISIT INCLUDE:
Ÿ Head up the coast to see Caesarea Maritima’s spectacular ruins

Ÿ Visit Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth

Ÿ Take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee

Ÿ Get baptised in the River Jordan

Ÿ Float in the Dead Sea, the lowest place on earth

Ÿ Ascend the fortress mountain of Masada in the Judean Desert

Ÿ Explore the Old City of Jerusalem and walk in the footsteps of Jesus

Ÿ Walk through the amazing tunnels under The Western Wall

Ÿ Wander through the Old City and explore the “shouk” (markets)

Ÿ Celebrate Communion at the Garden Tomb

HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR 4 DAY OPTIONAL 
JORDAN/EILAT EXTENSION INCLUDE:
Ÿ Visit Madaba and Mt Nebo

Ÿ Enter the Red Rock City of Petra

Ÿ Explore the red desert of Wadi Ram

Ÿ Visit the Tabernacle in the Wilderness

For a detailed itinerary, contact:
Olive Tree Travel 
Toll free NZ: 0800 874 867
Email: steven@olivetreetravel.com.au

Or visit www.c4israel.org.nz

supported by

TOTAL PACKAGE PRICE TO ISRAEL

NZD $7150*
per person twin share

Single supplement: NZD $1525*

OPTIONAL JORDAN/EILAT EXTENSION

NZD $2700*
per person twin share

Single supplement: NZD $650*

*Conditions apply. Subject to change. Pricing based on a minimum of 20 passengers for the Israel tour 
and 20 passengers for the Jordan/Eilat extension.
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Christians for Israel NZ’s Store
For our complete range of products or to place an order, complete the coupon on back page and post or email it, or go online: . Please include payment www.c4israel.org.nz

with the coupon or pay by internet banking (put your name and item as reference). For RURAL orders, please add $3.70 for p&p.

Israel on Trial
By Dr Matthijis de Blois & Andrew Tucker

$49.95

HOW INTERNATIONAL LAW IS BEING USED 
TO DELEGITIMISE THE STATE OF ISRAEL

This book reviews international law regarding self-
determination, statehood, territorial sovereignty, 
human rights and the right to self-defence. It 
argues that the two-state solution as defined by 
the UN is not required by international law. 

The authors argue that it is time to revisit the 
prevailing legal paradigm to resolve the conflict. 
This book aims to provide a legal framework for 
the exploration of alternative policy solutions that 
balance the rights of the Jewish state of Israel to 
territorial integrity, security and political 
independence with the rights of Palestinian Arabs 
to political autonomy and economic and social 
advancement. 

Towards the Establishment
of the State of Israel

By Prof. Edda Fogorollo

Outstanding
Resource

Shipment
arriving soon

$25

Resources

Easy to Read 
Facts

Shipment
arriving soon

THE PERFECT STARTER’S KIT ALL ABOUT 
UNDERSTANDING ISRAEL

In 2018, the State of Israel turned 70, but it has never 
been fully accepted as a member of the international 
community. Notwithstanding peace agreements with 
Egypt and Jordan, the conflict between Israel and 
some of its neighbours in the region is looming. And 
peace between Israel and the Palestinians seems as 
far away as ever. Why? 

Since the 1970’s, the idea has developed that 
international law requires resolution of the 
Arab/Israeli conflict by creating a State of Palestine 
with East Jerusalem as its capital, and borders based 
on the ‘1967 lines’ - the so-called ‘two-state solution’. 
Israeli ‘settlements’ are regarded by many as illegal 
and an impediment to this solution. 

70 Questions about
Israel

By Chan Siew Fong

$29
Very 

inspirational
Shipment

arriving soon

A SHORT HISTORICAL EXCURSION

The prejudice in Europe and the West towards Israel as a 
state, the Jews as a people, or Judaism as a religion traces 
its roots back to the dawn of human history and is hard 
to extinguish.

This book is an important contribution to exposing the 
reality of the Jewish people and their faith as well as of 
the State of Israel. The author is not only a serious 
scholar and an accredited academic but also a witness 
who promotes with passion and courage the truth 
inspired by her faith in Jesus Christ. Edda loves and 
strongly defends Judaism, the Jews and Israel which she 
sees as the basis and source of Christianity, and as natural 
allies in the safeguarding of our Judeo-Christian 
civilisation from the threats posed by Western relativist 
secularism and Islamic radicalism.

SHOW YOUR LOVE FOR ISRAEL - BUY 
YOUR VERY OWN ISRAELI FLAG

The flag of Israel was adopted on 28 October 
1948, five months after the establishment of 
the State of Israel. It depicts a blue hexagram 
on a white background, between two 
horizontal blue stripes. 

The blue colour is described as ‘dark sky-blue’, 
and varies from flag to flag. The flag was 
designed for the Zionist Movement in 1891. 
The basic design recalls the ‘tallit’, the Jewish 
prayer shawl, which is white with black or 
blue stripes. The symbol in the center 
represents the Star of David, a Jewish symbol 
dating from late medieval Prague, which was 
adopted by the First Zionist Congress in 1897.

Israel Flag
90cm x 150cm

Limited stock
Be in quick, selling fast

$20
Illustration 

only

NewNewNew

August 2018 
Av - Elul - Tishrei 5778

Historian Kelvin Crombie in his book, 
‘For the Love of Zion’, traces the history of 
how evangelicals accepted that the 
Promised Land was given by God to the 
Jews. 

Kelvin Crombie shows how evangelicals 
were behind the Balfour Declaration. 
They recognised the Bible was the 
inspired Word of God, and God simply 
used Gentiles who believed the Bible to 
do that.

There is a church that has been 
firebombed 14 times. Its pastor has been 
shot on 4 occasions and his brother 
murdered. And why? His crime is to 
preach of the Jewish Messiah who died 
so He could offer salvation to us all. 

Where could such a thing happen? In 
Bethlehem, Palestine. Who is he? He is 
the pastor of Bethlehem’s First Baptist 
Church and his name is Naim Khoury. 

Naim Khoury is not ashamed of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. He has put 
himself in harm’s way to share with 
fellow Palestinians the good news of the 
Jewish Messiah dying for Gentiles as well 
as for Jews. 

Naim is so faithful to the Scriptures that 
he will quote God’s promise to Abraham 
in Genesis that through Abraham, via 
Isaac, his descendants will be given the 
Promised Land ‘forever’. Naim preaches 
of the prophecies that the Jewish 
Messiah would come to save first, before 

coming to judge. Jesus said, ‘salvation is 
from the Jews’. 

Paul admits (Romans 9-10) that his own 
people dropped the ‘baton’, by not 
passing on to their children their role of 
being a light to the nations. However, he 
shares a mystery, (Romans 11), that one 
day many Jews will realise that Jesus 
really is the Messiah.  

Meanwhile, God used Gentile believers 
to take His offer of salvation to the ends 
of the earth. Paul said (Romans 9-10) that 
it was God’s plan to give Gentiles the 
opportunity to be saved, but also for the 
message of the cross to find its way back 
to the Jews (Romans 11). The message 
those faithful Jewish Apostles had given 

to Gentiles, would eventually go full 
circle. Many Jews have seen how Isaiah 
53 and 55 fit with Jesus paying for sin. 
(Isaiah was sawn in half for delivering 
God’s message.) After telling the story of 
the revelation given to him, Paul finishes 
Romans 11 with a doxology of Jews 
recognising Jesus as Messiah. When the 
Jewish Messiah returns as judge, He will 
have a family to save out of the 
judgement - Gentiles as well as Jews. 
That doxology is for all of us. 

There is a DVD set on how God will 
extend His offer of salvation to all. See 
below. 

For more see www.inspirational.org.nz

By John Dunning, Managing Trustee, Inspirational Media
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