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Israeli soldiers close the gate leading to the Island of Peace in Naharaim, northern Israel, on the border with Jordan, on 9 November 2019. This is one of the parcels of land of which Jordan did not extend the lease. | Photo: Flash90

Is Peace Gone Between Israel and Jordan?
preservation of Jordan as the Hashemite Kingdom, and it
opposes the ‘Jordan is Palestine’ concept,” Kahana wrote.

n Yochanan Visser
Christians for Israel Correspondent in Israel

Not only has the peace between Jordan and Israel turned
cold, but it also looks to be on the verge of collapse.
Jordan recently ‘celebrated’ the 25th anniversary of its
peace treaty with Israel by recalling its ambassador to the
Jewish State. The move is highly symbolic of the state of
relations between Israel and Jordan, 25 years after the
peace agreement was signed by the late King Hussein and
the slain Israeli Prime Minister Yitzchak Rabin in the
presence of former US President Bill Clinton.

“Israel further lends Jordan a powerful status on the
Temple Mount, sells its natural gas at ﬂoor rates and
provides it with signiﬁcant water supply, as well as
enables European goods heading to Jordan to pass
through the Haifa port and land crossings,” he added.
On the other hand Kahana claims that Jordan keeps the
tensions with the Palestinians from boiling over, and
adds that this is particularly true when it comes to the
Temple Mount in Jerusalem.

In Israel, there are those like Ksenia Svetlova of Mitvim,
The Israeli Institute for Regional Foreign Policies, who
agree with Jordanian anti-Israel activists that the
deterioration in the relations between the two countries
is solely on the fault of the Netanyahu government which
allegedly misses every opportunity to increase
cooperation with the Hashemite Kingdom.

“Why is the climate acerbic? Because every public step
King Abdullah takes to signal warming ties with Israel
will meet with scathing domestic criticism, to the point
of rattling the throne,” according to the Israeli journalist.

Ariel Kahana, writing for Israel HaYom, strongly disagrees
with Svetlova and claims the cold peace has its
advantages. “Israel oﬀers Jordan the strategic backing it
needs to deal with the threats it faces; it supports the

Take, for example, what happened in Jordan when
protesters in Ramtha threw shoes (a very humiliating act
in Muslim countries) and stones at giant billboards with
photos of King Abdullah. The protests were followed by
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The Jordanian King is dealing with increasing opposition
to his regime, something that has been under-reported by
both Israeli and international media.
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gun battles between opponents of Abdullah’s regime who
are members of the Bani Hassan tribe, and regime forces
in the city of Zarqa, Jordan’s third-largest city.
To divert attention from the many failures of his regime
to solve severe economic and social problems Abdullah
uses the Palestinian issue to protect his rule over Jordan
which is home to a Palestinian majority and roughly 1.5
million Syrian refugees who were taught to hate Israel.
In March this year, the King made clear he sees himself as
the patron of Jerusalem, which he still seems to regard as a
part of Jordan. “Jerusalem and the future of Palestine are a
red line for Jordan. I don’t think I can make it any clearer…
As a Hashemite, how could I (possibly) relinquish Jerusalem?
That is impossible. It is a red line. (I say) a resounding no to
(relinquishing) Jerusalem,” Abdullah said at the time.
Jordan announced last year that it would not extend the
lease of the two parcels of land because of domestic
opposition against the peace deal with Israel. At the same
time, Jordan is careful not to end security cooperation with
Israel because it fears an inﬂux of Islamists from Syria. For
this reason, both Jordan and Israel asked President Donald
J. Trump to keep some US Special Forces in southern Syria
near the Jordanian border.
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Fourth Beast with Ten Horns
n Andrew Tucker
International Editor | Christians for Israel

The fourth beast with ten horns (Daniel 7)
The past two months have seen some very
significant geopolitical developments.
The global landscape is changing
dramatically, and a number of new global
power blocks are emerging.
Since the exit of foreign policy hawk and
regime-change advocate John Bolton,
under President Trump, the US is
pursuing a policy of non-intervention in
the Middle East. The US sudden pull-out
from northeast Syria in October gave
room to Turkey to move in and wipe out
Kurdish populations. Notwithstanding
the various US initiatives to support Israel
in its negotiations with the Palestinians
(e.g. the move of the US embassy to
Jerusalem, and the latest policy
announcement that the US no longer
considers Israeli settlements to
contravene international law), many in
Israel are sceptical of how far Israel can
rely on this Administration.
Turkey, in fact, is emerging out of all of
this as a major player in the region. Even
President Trump is flirting with President
Erdogan, whom he calls “a hell of a
leader”. At the same time, Erdogan met in
October in Sochi with Russian President
Putin, who is no friend of the West. As
commentator Con Coughlin has
observed, “the two countries have agreed
to work together on the post-conflict
carve-up of Syria, one that is designed to
bolster the interests of both Russia and
Turkey at the expense of the Syrian Kurds
who were, until recently, regarded as vital
allies of the US and other NATO member
states in the fight against ISIS.”
International relations analyst Emil
Avdaliani recently observed that Russia
could emerge from the chaos in Eurasia as
the dominant player: “The geopolitical
landscape is changing fast across the
Eurasian landmass. As it did over the
centuries, Russia will continue to position
itself at a distance from the rising warring
camps of China and the Western powers.

Prayer Points
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By Pieter Bénard

Colophon

Israeli citizens of different political stripes demonstrate outside the Knesset, Israeli Parliament,
to demand the creation of a unity government on November 18, 2019

Each needs Moscow, and the Kremlin
knows it. Chaos in the super-continent
could usher in an era of a much stronger
Russian role in northern Eurasia, though
it would have a more limited scope than
that envisioned among the Kremlin elites.”
In the meantime, on Israel’s northern
border, Lebanon is imploding. Facing
massive protests, the government has
resigned, and the country has fallen into
economic and political crisis, with (at the
date of writing) no sign of a new
government yet. This could open up a
vacuum to be filled by Hezbollah. With an
arsenal of tens of thousands of rockets
and missiles, Iran’s proxy Hezbollah is
committed to Israel’s destruction.
Europe, as usual, turns a blind eye to these
dangers and is persisting in its policies
which run counter to Israel’s interests.
One of those is its determination to
impose the two-state solution, based on
the ‘1967 lines’. The other is Europe’s
commitment to the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPA) with Iran, and policy
of downplaying Iran’s nuclear program and
fostering economic relations with Iran.
This is problematic to Israel because Iran –
in coordination with its proxies close to
Israel’s borders, such as Hezbollah, Hamas
and Islamic Jihad - is the main existential
threat to Israel. Former Israeli ambassador
to the US Michael Oren has described in
alarming detail how a conflict between

Israel
Pray that Israel will soon have a new government; that
the new government will govern the country well and
that it will trust in God, not in man.
l There is again tension in the borderlands of Turkey and
Syria. Israel's enemies see opportunities to increase
their territories with force, creating instability in the
region. Pray that God will protect Israel through it all.
l “For God’s gifts and His call are irrevocable” (Romans
11:29). Thank God for His calling of and His faithfulness
to Israel.
l The Jewish people will celebrate Hanukkah, the feast
of the renewal (cleansing) of the Temple, from 22-30
December. The lesson that we as Christians may learn
from this feast is victory of light over darkness. Pray for
safe and good festival days.
l

Israel & the Nations
l

The growing threat of Iran is a source of concern in
Israel. Iran not only threatens Israel directly but also
through terror organisations such as Hamas and
Hezbollah. Pray that Iran will not attack Israel. If Iran
does, then pray for Israel to respond appropriately and
that there will be no casualties.

Israel and Iran could easily be sparked and
descend into a massive conflagration,
devastating Israel and other countries in the
region. Israel is already girding for a war
with the Islamic Republic and has carried
out hundreds of strikes against Iran-linked
targets in Lebanon, Syria and Iraq. A single
miscalculation during one of those airstrikes
could draw retaliation by Iran, Oren wrote
in a column recently published in The
Atlantic. “Israeli troops, especially in the
north, have been placed on war footing.
Israel is girding for the worst and acting on
the assumption that fighting could break
out at any time. And it’s not hard to imagine
how it might arrive. The conflagration, like
so many in the Middle East, could be
ignited by a single spark.” This might sound
like scaremongering, but Oren is not alone
in warning of the possibility of large-scale
conflict in the region.
Of course, we don’t know how all of this is
going to play out, but the kings of Daniel 7
may be emerging. Possibly we are seeing
the gradual fulfilment of the prophecies
in chapters 38 and 39 of the book of Ezekiel
concerning ‘Gog and Magog’ – which, one
way or another, will involve Russia,
Turkey and Iran, as well as Libya (Put) and
Sudan (Cush), moving against Israel. We
should definitely keep our eyes on these
developments, ask the Lord for
discernment, and pray with increasing
fervour for the peace of Jerusalem.

Anti-Semitism in many European countries is on the
rise. Many countries are considering adopting laws that
ban ritual slaughter and circumcision. Pray for
protection of Jews in Europe and around the world,
that they will have religious freedom.
l “Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; He lifts His voice,
the earth melts” (Psalm 46:6). Thank God that He is
much more powerful than the nations of the earth.
Pray that the nations will know who God is and that
He takes care of His people.
l

Christians for Israel
Praise God for all the opportunities Christians for Israel
has in many nations to spread the message of God’s
faithfulness to Israel.
l Give thanks that we have the opportunity to be
involved in aliyah in a practical way. “This is what the
Sovereign Lord says: ‘See, I will beckon to the nations, I
will lift up my banner to the peoples; they will bring
your sons in their arms and carry your daughters on
their hips.’”(Isaiah 49:22). Let this be our active
response.
l

For daily Prayer Points, go to our website www.c4israel.org.nz
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Israeli Labelling Rules by EU
n Tomas Sandell
Founding Director | European Coalition
for Israel (ECI)

The demand for vegetable products is
increasing. A growing number of people
realise that animal products harm the
environment. Hummus, the typical
Middle Eastern chickpea paste is already
hugely popular. The Israeli company
InnovoPro pioneered possible
applications for chickpeas and developed
chickpea milk, which has no after-taste
and has various uses. | Photo: InnovoPro

Solar Park in
Mozambique
Mozambique is one of the poorest
countries in the world. One of the
obstacles to escaping poverty is the lack
of electricity in large parts of the country.
The Israeli organisation Interfaith Center
for Sustainable Development has joined
forces with multinational Gigawatt
Global and the national Anglican Church.
Together they want to create a solar park
from which many inhabitants of the area
will be provided with a stable source of
electricity.

World Cup 2022

The European Court of Justice ruled on
Tuesday 12 November that EU law
requires that products from Jewish
settlements in the so-called West Bank
cannot carry the label ‘Made in Israel’ but
must be labelled as a product originating
from an ‘Israeli settlement’.
The ruling came only two days after
Jewish communities across Europe have
commemorated the 81st anniversary of
the ‘Kristallnacht’ on 9-10 November 1938,
during which over 7000 Jewish businesses
across Germany were marked, damaged,
looted or completely destroyed.
The EU court ruling is counterproductive
to peace and a gift to radical forces in
Europe and the Middle East who want to
isolate, boycott and delegitimise the State
of Israel and demonise the Jewish people.
When the European Commission, in
November 2015, adopted an ‘interpretative
notice’ on the indication of origin of
goods from the West Bank territories
occupied by Israel since June 1967, it was
said to be motivated by consumer
protection. In the ruling, the court added
that this consumer information “could
influence consumers’ purchasing
decisions”, some of whom choose not to
buy products because of “ethical
considerations and considerations relating
to the observance of international law”.
That statement echoed calls from some of
the darkest chapters of European history
when the labelling of Jewish businesses

If the history of sports tells us anything
about the Arab world, it is that Israeli
sportsmen are not particularly
welcome. Therefore StandWithUs is
worried about the World Cup 2022 that
will be held in Qatar. The organisation
fears that Israeli supporters are not
welcome or safe in the Gulf State. By
addressing the international football
union FIFA, the organisation hopes that
access and security will be guaranteed
for Israelis. | Photo: AFL Architects

Clay Seal of Adonia
During archaeological excavations in the
City of David in Jerusalem, the place
where King David’s royal palace stood in
Biblical times; a clay seal was recently
found inscribed as belonging to “Adonia,
the royal stadtholder”. In those excavations
many archaeological ﬁnds have been
made that endorse Biblical history.

Online Exhibition
September 2019 marked eighty years
since the start of the Second World
War which began with the German
invasion in Poland. Yad Vashem has
established an online exhibition
focusing on the events which occurred
at the time, based on memories and
testimonies of survivors.

with a Star of David was also
seen as a form of consumer
information.
The Court’s latest ruling sends
the wrong message to European
citizens at a time when antiSemitism has reached alarming
levels in the EU-member
countries, and where the
dispute between Israelis and
Palestinians is seen as a catalyst
for fuelling Jew-hatred.

This highlighted
area is Judea and
Samaria. This is
also known as the
West Bank by the
rest of the world.

In a recent survey in Sweden,
over 85% of those polled
considered that the current
Middle East conflict directly
influenced how they view the
domestic Jewish population. By
insinuating that Israeli economic
activities in the disputed
territories are unethical, and
require special labels, the EU
helps fuel this sense of suspicion.
Instead of promoting economic
cooperation between Israelis
and Palestinians, the EU seems to prefer
to advance division by making industrial
activities in the territories increasingly
difficult. Following the ‘interpretative
notice’ from the European Commission in
2015, the Israeli company Soda Stream
had to relocate their factories from the
disputed territories, leaving behind 600
unemployed Palestinians. It is estimated
that up to 25,000 Palestinians are
dependent for their livelihood on jobs in
Israeli companies in the disputed
territories of the West Bank.

Meanwhile a spokesperson for the
European Commission defended its
position by stating that “the EU rejects any
form of boycott or sanctions against Israel.”

The court decision is a blow to these

For more information, visit: www.ec4i.org

Palestinians and to all other moderate
forces in the region who want to see
business cooperation as a tool for peace
and co-existence.
The US State Department has expressed
grave concern over the court decision in
that it exposes an anti-Israel bias and
encourages the Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions (BDS) movement.

EU and US Clash on Legality
of Settlements
n Andrew Tucker
Director | The Hague Initiative for
International Cooperation (thinc.)

The EU and US now have diametrically
opposed views on whether Israeli policy
on settlements in the “occupied
territories” is legal.
The European Court of Justice decided on
12 November 2019 that the ‘occupied
Palestinian territories’ are not part of
Israel. Therefore products imported into
Europe from those territories may not be
labelled ‘made in Israel’. In the Court’s
view, Israeli settlements are ‘illegal’, and
products from settlements must be
labelled as such. The Court said that
consumers need to be informed if the
place from which the products emanate
somehow is in breach of fundamental rules
of international law. This is a far-reaching
decision. It means all ‘occupied’ territories
– such as Taiwan (China), Ukraine (Russia),
Western Sahara (Morocco) and Tibet
(China) - do not belong to the occupier,
and ‘settlements’ in those territories could

be illegal. As Psagot’s lawyers argue, the
case opens up a ‘Pandora’s box’ of
problems. How are European importers of
products to know when international law
is being breached, or determine what
consumers want to be informed about?
The EU position that Israeli settlements
are illegal stands in direct contrast with the
announcement several days later on 18th
November by US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo that the US no longer considers
the establishment of Israeli settlements
‘per se inconsistent with international law’.
The announcement goes back to the policy
of the Reagan administration and reverses
the policy implemented by President
Obama. Pompeo said: “After carefully
studying all sides of the legal debate, this
administration agrees with President
Reagan. The establishment of Israeli
civilian settlements in the West Bank is not
per se inconsistent with international law.”
Pompeo said “we recognise that, as Israeli
courts have, the legal conclusions relating
to individual settlements must depend on

an assessment of specific facts and
circumstances on the ground. Therefore,
the United States Government is
expressing no view on the legal status of
any individual settlement.”
Pompeo also stressed the US is “not
addressing or prejudging the ultimate
status of the West Bank. This is for the
Israelis and the Palestinians to negotiate.
International law does not compel a
particular outcome, nor create any legal
obstacle to a negotiated resolution...The
conclusion that we will no longer recognise
Israeli settlements as per se inconsistent
with international law is based on the
unique facts, history, and circumstances
presented by the establishment of civilian
settlements in the West Bank. Our decision
today does not prejudice or decide legal
conclusions regarding situations in any
other parts of the world.”
Pompeo concluded that “calling the
establishment of civilian settlements
inconsistent with international law hasn’t
Continued on page 4
worked.
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Continued from page 3

It hasn’t advanced the cause of peace. The hard truth is
there will never be a judicial resolution to the conﬂict,
and arguments about who is right and wrong as a matter
of international law will not bring peace. This is a
complex political problem that can only be solved by
negotiations between the Israelis and the Palestinians.
The United States remains deeply committed to helping
facilitate peace, and I will do everything I can to help this
cause. The United States encourages the Israelis and the
Palestinians to resolve the status of Israeli settlements in
the West Bank in any ﬁnal status negotiations.”
Although Pompeo did not state the reasons why the US
no longer considers Israeli settlement policy illegal, the
position that their establishment does not necessarily
infringe international law reflects, in our view, a much
more accurate and balanced view of international law
than the EU position.
There are several reasons why the US position is to be
preferred, and the EU position is mistaken.

‘The occupied territories are not part of the
territory of Israel’
The Court reasons that ‘under the rules of international
humanitarian law, these territories are subject to a limited
jurisdiction of the State of Israel, as an occupying power,
while each has its own international status distinct from
that of that State.’ Further, the European Court states that
‘the West Bank is a territory whose people, namely the
Palestinian people, enjoy the right to self-determination.’ All
of this means, according to the Court, that these territories
are not ‘in Israel’, and therefore products originating from
these territories may not bear the label ‘made in Israel’.
These statements are astounding in their incompleteness
and inaccuracy.
First, it is questionable whether all of these territories are
‘occupied’ within the meaning of the law of occupation.
The argument consistently made by Israel and others is
that the territories captured by Israel in June 1967 are not
‘occupied’ because when Israel captured the territories,
they did not belong to another state. The law of
occupation, it is argued, only applies when there is a state
of belligerency (i.e. war) between two states. This
argument has, admittedly, been rejected by most
international tribunals and organisations (such as the
International Red Cross), but it is not an unreasonable
proposition. The Court does not even address it.
But, secondly, and perhaps more importantly, even if these
territories are ‘occupied’ within the meaning of the law of
belligerent occupation, this does not necessarily mean they
cannot be part of the State of Israel. The law of occupation
does not make the occupation itself illegal (as many seem
to assume). Clearly an occupying power cannot obtain
valid legal title to territory by means of the occupation, but
the law of occupation does not say anything about the
prior territorial sovereign status of the territory. It simply
imposes certain obligations and prohibitions on the
occupying power, which are to be respected pending the
finalisation of a peace treaty to resolve the dispute. It is
quite possible under international law for territory to be
both ‘occupied’ and ‘disputed’.
Both Israel and the Palestinians make claims to sovereignty
over these territories. Admittedly, Israel has not been very
clear or effective in its claims. Its agreement in 1967 to
‘voluntarily’ apply the law of belligerent occupation to the
territories has muddied the waters. But Israel has never
completely abandoned its claims to sovereignty over these
territories. The question of where Israel’s borders lie – the
geographical scope of its ‘territorial integrity’ - is a matter
between Israel and its neighbours. It is not up the
European Court of Justice to decide on this.
The arguments that some, if not all, the territories
captured in 1967 already belonged to the territory of Israel,
is based primarily on the Mandate for Palestine (1922). The
argument is essentially that the State of Israel emerged in
May 1948 as a result of the Mandate for Palestine (1922),
the core purpose of which was the creation of a ‘Jewish
homeland in Palestine’. The Mandate–an international
treaty ratified by all 51 member states of the League of
Nations in 1922–conferred on the Jewish people the right
to settle in the territory of ‘Palestine’ – which initially

Panoramic view of Gush Etzion, an Israeli settlement. | Photo: Shutterstock

included all territory west and some of the territory east of
the Jordan River. It was undoubtedly intended that Jews
should have a right to live in what is now known as ‘East
Jerusalem’ and the ‘West Bank’ (known to the Jews as
‘Judea and Samaria’). After termination of the Mandate,
and pending the establishment of a Trusteeship (which, in
the case of Palestine, never happened), Article 80 of the
UN Charter expressly preserved the pre-existing rights of
the Jewish people under the Mandate.
When Israel was created on 14 May 1948, upon the
termination of the Mandate, its borders were arguably –
on the basis of the principle of uti possidetis juris – the
pre-existing administrative boundaries under the
Mandate – in accordance with the same principle that
has determined the borders of all other States emerging
out of Mandates – such as Iraq, Syria and Lebanon – as
well as many other states in the world.

It is quite possible under
international law for
territory to be both
‘occupied’ and ‘disputed’.
Jordan (with other Arab states) attacked the infant State
of Israel on 15 May 1948, resulting in Jordan’s control of
East Jerusalem and the West Bank until 1967. This attack
was clearly illegal and could not have resulted in Jordan
acquiring any territorial sovereignty over these
territories. So when, in effect, Jordan ‘abandoned’ its
claims to East Jerusalem and the West Bank in the late
1980s in favour of the Palestinians, it could not confer on
the Palestinians more rights than it itself possessed.
Further, it is simply not true – as the European Court
suggests - that the Palestinian people have an absolute
‘right’ to self-determination in all of the territories captured
by Israel in 1967. On the contrary, international law requires
that the right to self-determination cannot infringe the
territorial integrity or security of neighbouring states. Israel
has consistently argued that it has a right to secure borders
(this is a legal right, as was conceded in UN Security
Council resolution 242 in 1967) and that the ‘1967 lines’ are
indefensible. Particularly Israel argues that it must have
control of areas around Jerusalem and the Jordan Valley in
order to be able to defend itself against both against
Palestinian terror and the threat of attack from beyond the
Jordan River. This is a complex matter, and no international
institution – not even the UN Security Council or the
International Court of Justice – has the knowledge needed
to make that call. In any event, no international institution
has the right to make a binding determination on where a
state’s secure borders lie, without its consent.
The territorial scope of the Palestinian right to selfdetermination is precisely one of the topics of
negotiation under the Oslo agreements. In the Oslo
Accords, the PLO itself agreed to a process for achieving
self-determination, in which it was agreed that issues like
borders, settlements and Jerusalem would be the subject
of permanent status negotiations.

‘Israeli Settlements are Illegal’
According to the court, any product that ‘comes from an
Israeli settlement located in one of those territories’ must

indicate that fact. This is because ‘the settlements
established in some of the territories occupied by the
State of Israel are characterised by the fact that they give
concrete expression to a policy of population transfer
conducted by that State outside its territory, in violation
of the rules of general international humanitarian law.’
Here again, the Court’s reasoning is open to criticism.
First, as we have already observed, there are good
arguments that these territories are not ‘occupied’ within
the meaning of the law of belligerent occupation. But even
if the territories are ‘occupied’ (as most – but not all people seem to think), not all Israeli settlements in these
territories are illegal. Under the law of belligerent
occupation, it is only an Israeli policy to ‘transfer or deport’
Israeli civilians into those territories that could be said to
be illegal (article 49(6) Fourth Geneva Convention). There
is no clear evidence that Israel has a policy to ‘deport’ or
‘transfer’ its population into Judea and Samaria. At best, it
can be argued that Israel encourages and facilitates Israeli’s
to live in the territories; but that is hardly the kind of
‘deportation’ or ‘transfer’ that was envisaged by the drafters
of Article 49(6) of the Fourth Geneva Convention.
Even if such a policy exists, a particular settlement can
only be regarded as the product of such a policy if it can
be shown that the Israeli person or company concerned is
living/working/residing in the occupied territory as a
result of an Israeli policy to transfer or deport that person
into the occupied territories. The fact is that many
Israeli’s living in these territories are doing so voluntarily.
Their decision to do so was taken independently of Israeli
government policy. The mere granting of government
approval can hardly be regarded as ‘deportation’ or
‘transfer’ and thus is not sufficient to bring the
government’s actions within the purview of Article 49(6).
Because the label ‘made in an Israeli settlement’ is clearly
intended to stigmatise the producer, the EU’s policies
have the perverse effect that they are penalising Israeli’s
who are seeking to establish productive businesses in the
West Bank. Many Jews and Arabs simply want to live in
peaceful co-existence, and there are many examples of
Jewish/Arab partnerships in the territories. Most Israeli
businesses in the territories employ Arab Palestinians and
are aimed at growing the economy in the West Bank.
Why is the EU so determined to undermine cooperation
between Israeli’s and Palestinians?
Moreover, the conclusion that all Israeli settlements are
‘illegal’ undermines the terms of the Oslo agreements, in
which it was agreed that the status of settlements is a
matter of negotiation. The EU policy on settlements is
not only breaching Israel’s rights to political
independence and territorial integrity; it is undermining
its right to negotiate under those agreements. As the EU
was a witness to the Oslo agreements, the EU policy
effectively breaches the EU’s own commitments.
The Court’s reasoning is deficient. It simply has no
jurisdiction to make a determination that these
territories do not belong to Israel. The most it should
have done was to conclude that the status of the
territories is disputed. The judgment interferes with
difficult and complex matters of negotiation between
two parties (Israel and the PLO).
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Bridge & Tunnel
Disasters Prevented

The Palestinian Islamic Jihad
n Israeli Ministry of
Foreign Aﬀairs
Israel is ﬁghting against Islamic Jihad in
Gaza. The most recent conﬂict erupted
when Israel killed Baha Abu al-Ata, a senior
commander in the terror group’s military
wing in Gaza, in a predawn airstrike. Israeli
oﬃcials say Abu al-Ata was preparing
multiple terror attacks against Israelis.

Bridges are built for a service life of
about 80 to 90 years. But bridges
sometimes age unnoticed. People who
are responsible for the safety of bridges
and tunnels can now request a cloudbased 3D diagnosis in real-time thanks
to the technology invented by the
Israeli start-up Dynamic Infrastructure.
The company’s own image analysis
compares current images of the
structure with older images from
previous regular inspections on a daily
base and sends an automatic warning of
potentially dangerous changes.
| Photo: israel21c

Higher Education
Funding Doubled
Since 2010, the budget for higher
education has increased from about NIS
6.9 billion to NIS 11.8 billion, according
to the Council for Higher Education
(CHE) in Israel. The number of students
has increased by 10% in the last nine
years, with an increase in Arab
enrolment of more than 100%.
According to estimates, 313,600
students will pursue higher education
courses across Israel’s 61 educational
institutions during the 2019/20
academic year. | Photo: Tel Aviv University
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What is Palestinian Islamic Jihad?
The Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) is a
radical Sunni terrorist organisation that
receives ﬁnancial and military support
from Iran. The organisation grew out of a
radical faction of the Muslim Brotherhood
in Egypt. It was formally established in
Gaza in 1981 by Fathi Shaqaqi, a Rafahbased physician, and Sheikh Abd al-Aziz
Awda, an Islamic preacher, together with
Ramadan Shalah and other former
members of the Muslim Brotherhood. The
founders were inﬂuenced, among other
things, by the Iranian Revolution. The
armed wing of the PIJ is the Al-Quds
Brigades, also established in 1981.
The goal of the PIJ is to annihilate Israel
and replace it with a state governed by
Sharia (Islamic religious) law in all of the
territory in pre-1948 Mandatory Palestine.
The means to achieve this goal is an
armed struggle: the organisation rejects
the political process.
The PIJ has an annual budget of $100
million. Iran is the main sponsor of the
organisation, transferring huge sums of
money to the PIJ every year, along with
advanced weapons and missiles such as
the Fajr 5. Syria does not provide money or
weapons to the PIJ but allows it to operate
out of headquarters in Damascus.
PIJ’s ideology is inspired by pan-Islamism,
concepts drawn from both the Muslim

Brotherhood in Egypt and the Islamic
Revolution in Iran, and Palestinian
nationalism. It is ideologically opposed to
the existence of the State of Israel and
believes that jihad will bring about its two
central goals: the destruction of Israel, and
the establishment of an Islamic
Palestinian state in its place.
While the PIJ and Hamas have similar
goals, there are diﬀerences. Unlike Hamas
and Fatah, PIJ refuses to engage in
negotiations or the diplomatic process. It
does not seek political representation
within the Palestinian Authority. Thus,
whereas Hamas chose to participate in the
2006 Palestinian Legislative Council
elections, PIJ encouraged Palestinians to
boycott the elections.
Like Hamas, PIJ conducts summer camps,
mostly for high school students, placing
emphasis on radical ideological
indoctrination and paramilitary training.
In an Islamic Jihad kindergarten, the
children celebrate their graduation by
dressing up in military uniforms, waving
riﬂes, and declaring things like: “When I
grow up, I’ll ﬁght the Zionist enemy. I
want to blow myself up on Zionists and
kill them on a bus in a suicide bombing.”
The PIJ operates in the Gaza Strip and
Judea and Samaria (the West Bank).
Operation Defensive Shield, which was
carried out by the IDF in 2002, and the
enactment of the Disengagement Plan in
2005, signiﬁcantly reduced the
organisation’s activity in Judea and Samaria
(Westbank). As such, the organisation now
focuses its activities in Gaza.
The PIJ’s means of attack have changed
over the years. Their original method,
suicide bombings, became less and less
eﬀective as Israeli security forces and
technology became more eﬃcient at

preventing suicide bombings. Now, the
organisation launches high-trajectory
rockets and mortar shells (some of which
are assembled by the PIJ itself) from the
Gaza Strip into Israeli territory. The
organisation also carries out shootings,
places explosive devices on the border
fence between Gaza and Israel, and digs
attack tunnels into Israeli territory.
The PIJ was also involved in three armed
conﬂicts with Israel in the Gaza Strip:
Operation Cast Lead in 2009, Operation
Pillar of Defense in 2012, and Operation
Protective Edge in 2014. Moreover, since
2018, there has been a signiﬁcant uptick in
terrorist attacks perpetrated by the PIJ,
including the launching of rockets from
the Gaza Strip into Israel, stabbing attacks,
and drive-by shootings.
PIJ has been designated as a terror
organisation by EU, UK, the US, Australia,
Canada, Japan, New Zealand, and Israel.

Major Terrorist Attacks Carried
out by Palestinian Islamic Jihad:
Suicide bombing, 1989: on Tel AvivJerusalem bus line 405, 16 killed.
Bicycle bombing, 1994: at Netzarim
Junction, 3 killed.
Bus attack, 1995: at Kfar Adom, 8 killed.
Suicide bombing, 1995: at Beit Lid, 22
killed.
Suicide bombing, 1996: on Dizengoﬀ
Street in central Tel Aviv, 13 killed.
Ambush, 2002: at Hebron, 12 killed.
Shooting, 2002: from a settlement near
the northern border, 6 killed.
Shooting, 2002: in Yeshivat Otniel, in the
southern hills of Hebron, 4 killed.
Suicide bombing, 2003: at Maxim
restaurant in Haifa, 21 killed.
Suicide bombing, 2007: at Eilat, 3 killed.

Anti-Semitism Sways Votes
n Times of Israel Staﬀ
Over two dozen British public ﬁgures,
including authors, historians and actors,
issued an open letter on 14 November,
saying they could not vote for the Labour
Party in upcoming elections due to the
UK opposition party’s anti-Semitism
scandals.
The issue of anti-Semitism in Labour
under far-left leader Jeremy Corbyn has
featured prominently in the run-up to the
December 12 elections, which are
expected to be fought in large part on the
issue of Brexit.
The letter, published in the Guardian, was
signed by spy author John le Carré,
Wikipedia founder Jimmy Wales, military
historian Antony Beevor and actor Tom
Holland, among others.
“We listen to our Jewish friends and see
how their pain has been relegated as an
issue, pushed aside by arguments about
Britain’s European future.

For those who insist that Labour is the
only alternative to Boris Johnson’s hard
Brexit, now, it seems, is not the time for
Jewish anxiety,” the signatories wrote.

“Yet that is what it would mean to back
Labour and endorse Mr Corbyn for
Downing Street,” they said. “The path to a
more tolerant society must encompass
Britain’s Jews with unwavering
solidarity.”

Fighting against racism
cannot be accompanied
by giving up on opposing
anti-Semitism
The letter said the issue of anti-Semitism
was “central to a wider debate about the
kind of country we want to be” and that
to ignore it because of Brexit would signal
that tolerating “anti-Jewish prejudice is a
price worth paying for a Labour
government.”
“Which other community’s concerns are
disposable in this way? Who would be
next?” it said.
“Fighting against racism cannot be
accompanied by giving up on opposing
anti-Semitism”, wrote the letter’s authors.

While declining to endorse a
party, the signatories said they
could not “in all conscience” call
on others to back a party they
would not. “We refuse to vote
Labour on 12 December,” they wrote,
some of whom had been vocal against
Corbyn before the letter.
It also noted the investigation by the UK’s
Equality and Human Rights Commission
into Labour for allegations of anti-Semitism
and said Corbyn “has a long record of
embracing anti-Semites as comrades.”

action, and we are absolutely committed
to rooting it out of our party and wider
society,” a party spokesperson said.
Labour is facing accusations of antiSemitism involving Corbyn, who has
come under scrutiny for his alleged failure
to stop the hate speech and for past
actions in which he appeared to ignore,
condone, or encourage it.
Following Corbyn’s takeover of the party
in 2015, hate speech against Jews and
Israel began proliferating in Labour’s
ranks. Thousands of incidents have been
recorded both by internal Labour groups
like Labour Against Antisemitism, and
external ones, including the Campaign
Against Antisemitism.

In response, Labour noted a number of the
signatories have expressed support for the
Liberal Democrat and Conservative parties.

Some of the accusations stem from
Corbyn’s past support for pro-Palestinian
causes and refusal to adopt a universally
accepted definition of anti-Semitism — a
position he has since partly revised.

“We take allegations of anti-Semitism
extremely seriously, we are taking robust

Times of Israel originally published this article on 15th
November 2019.
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Biblical Reﬂection

The Outcry - Psalm 2 - Part 7b
n Johannes Gerloﬀ
Theologian, Journalist, Lecturer & Author

This article is the seventh instalment (second part) in a
series of contributions to the interpretation of Psalm 2.
The psalmist pleads: first, “Come to your senses!” (verse
10); second, “Serve the Lord” (verse 11); and third, “Kiss the
‘Bar” (verse 12a).
Who is the ‘Bar’? And what does it mean to kiss him? To
kiss is equivalent to do homage. Samuel kisses Saul (1
Samuel 10:1), saying that thereby he does homage to him.
In Acts 10:25-26 the Roman centurion Cornelius falls to the
ground before Peter, paying homage to him. Radak recalls
the ancient custom of slaves kissing their master’s hand.
According to Amos Hakham, ‘Kiss Bar’ is to be
interpreted according to Psalm 18:21. There it says,
‘According to the purity of my hands (kevor yadai) reward
me.’ ‘Bar’ is written in Hebrew exactly in the same way as
the word ‘purity’ (bor) in Psalm 18:21. Hakham decides:
‘Kiss Bar’ is to be interpreted as “‘kiss purity’, because in
worship there is no room for a real kiss, but only for a
symbolic kiss, in order to adhere to purity.”
In these statements, the Israeli exegete follows a broad
tradition of interpretation, which can be traced back both
in Judaism and Christianity. Martin Luther points out that
“Jerome had translated in the Hebrew Psalter: Worship in
a pure way, because [bar] also means pure and chosen.”
Ibn Ezra derives the request ‘kiss’ (nashqu) from the
Hebrew word for ‘weapon’ (nesheq) and suggests: “That
would then mean: put on the weapons of the son, that is,
pure weapons”. This medieval Spanish linguist and
interpreter thus returns again to ‘bar’ as ‘barei levav’, that
is, those who are of ‘purity in heart’.
Luther originally had translated Psalm 2, 12a: “Kiss the Son,
that He may not be furious, and you may perish on the
way.” For this translation He also refers to Jerome in his
Latin commentary: “‘Kissing’, however, they explain as
paying homage, so that the meaning is: ‘Kiss the Son’, i.e.,
receive with honour and humility the King and Lord Christ.”
Some interpreters are against this translation for
grammatical reasons. However, Ibn Ezra points to the
fact, that in terms of content the ‘serve the Lord’ (verse 11)
corresponds with the ‘against the Lord’ (verse 2), as
likewise the ‘kiss the son’ corresponds with ‘against his
Anointed One’. And Radak explains, that ‘bar’ ‘is to be
understood like ‘ben’ [son], as it is written in Proverbs 31:2:
“What, my son (beri), what, son of my womb (bar-bitni),
what, son of my vows (bar-nedarai) [shall I tell you?].”
Obviously in this Hebrew text the word ‘bar’ is used three
times meaning ‘son’.

Prayer shawl - Tallit Jewish religious symbol and Jewish Prayer | Photo: Shutterstock

Radak then paraphrases the statement of the messianic
personality in Psalm 2:12 as follows: “What do you have
against me? I am pure-hearted. There is no fault in me
that you come to me and fight against me. Instead, you
should kiss me, pay homage to me, and acknowledge
gratefully, that I am king by order of God.”
That the Gentile nations, rebelling against the living God
and His Messiah, are called upon to kiss the Son, may be
acceptable on some of the hermeneutical levels explained
at the beginning of this interpretation of Psalm 2. But
does that apply to all suggested levels?
It is conceivable that the Philistines had to pay homage to
King David. Similarly, that the Gentiles had to submit to
the Judean king. For Christians, it is also comprehensible
that Psalm 2:12 describes the worship of the Christ Jesus,
in whose name all knees shall bow in heaven and on
earth and under the earth. Every tongue will once confess
“that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father”
(Philippians 2:10-11).
But does this ‘kiss the Son’ also apply to Israel as Son of
God? Does this even apply to the relationship of Gentile
nations with the Jewish people? May it even be giving a
guideline for the attitude of the Christian church towards
the nation of Israel?
A similar picture like Psalm 2:12 can be found in Isaiah
49:23. There, Gentile peoples and their kings and queens
come and fall down before Israel. The Prophet foresees:

“With their nose on the ground, they worship you and lick
the dust of your feet.” The consequence of this attitude of
Gentile believers in the God of Israel on the side of the
Jewish people will be: “There you will realise: I am the
Lord. Whosoever hopes for me will not be ashamed.”
Could it be that we as non-Jews are called upon in Psalm
2:12 to pay homage to the Jewish people, ‘to kiss’ them, ‘to
lick their feet’? And maybe we should do that, not
because we idolize some human beings, but simply
because we take seriously God’s choice: His plan and the
salvation-historical causal relationships–that His word
reveal to us? And maybe we should behave like that
because we care about the relationship between the
people of Israel and the God of Israel; because we long to
see Israel come ‘to know’ that the Lord is God. Maybe
that should be more important to us than being right or
respected or honoured?
Perhaps, we should also allow Israel the honour given to it
by the living God Himself, ‘lest He be angry’ and we ‘perish
on the way’ (Psalm 2:12b-c). For the living God is a holy God
who ‘cannot be mocked. Whatever a man sows, he will
reap.’ This is not a statement about an ‘Old Testament
God’ whose wrathful nature has been ‘surmounted’ on
Golgotha. Paul wrote it to Gentile believers in Yeshua who
lived in Galatia in Asia Minor (Galatians 6:7). ‘For his wrath
is kindled shortly’ (Psalm 2:12d).
The full text of this article, including extensive footnotes,
can be found at www.c4israel.org/teaching-articles/

The Jewish Origins of Christmas
n Dr James E Patrick
Author | Theologian | Speaker

Increasing numbers of Christians who value their Jewish
spiritual heritage are turning away from Christmas,
believing it to have been derived from a winter solstice
festival established on 25 December in AD 274 by the
pagan Roman emperor Aurelian as natalis solis invicti, the
birth of the Unconquerable Sun. This is the time when
the days start to become longer, and the sun god
supposedly proves his strength. The argument about
pagan origins for Christmas was first made by a mideighteenth-century Protestant theologian, who wanted
to prove that Christ-mass was a degenerate Catholic
superstition that should be rejected. A century earlier,
Puritans had similarly banned Christmas as too
boisterous and too Catholic.
Nowadays the supposed pagan derivation of Christmas

has been taken up eagerly by atheists and pagans who
want to take credit for the popular winter festival. But
does history bear out their claim?
It is true that the (in)famous emperor Constantine, who
converted the Roman empire to Christianity from AD 312
onwards, had earlier been a keen worshipper of Sol
Invictus. No doubt this influenced his observation of 25
December as the birthday of his unconquerable god Jesus
Christ. But Christmas apparently had good JewishChristian roots, long before its association with sunworship.1
Rabbis in the Talmud (b. Rosh Hashana 11a; b. Kiddushin
38a) observed that Moses apparently died on the day of
his birth (Deuteronomy 31:2, 32:48-50), concluding that this
perfect numerical fulfilment is granted to all truly
righteous people (Exodus 23:26). Early Christians were
influenced by Jewish traditions, but in Luke 1–2 they also

saw God’s emphasis on the conceptions of John the
Baptist and of Jesus six months later, both following
angelic visitations. They recognised that God actually
treats conception rather than birth as the start of life,
since John the Baptist rejoiced in Jesus’ presence even
before birth. In that case, they decided that the accepted
date of Jesus’ crucifixion on 14 Nisan must have been His
conception date too, since He was the righteous ‘prophet
like Moses’ (Deuteronomy 18:15-19).
Eastern (Greek-speaking) and Western (Latin-speaking)
Christians differed over the date of the crucifixion in the
Roman calendar, settling on 6 April and 25 March
respectively. With this date for both His death and His
conception, birth would happen exactly nine months
later.
Continued on page 10
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The Light of the Menorah to Israel
n Marie-Louise Weissenböck
Christians for Israel Austria

The largest Menorah of Europe reached its ﬁnal
destination in September: in the city of Sderot. It will
be oﬃcially inaugurated on 17 December, ﬁve days
before Hanukkah, the Jewish Festival of Lights.

Background
Seven years ago, three Dutch entrepreneurs accepted the
challenge of Christians for Israel Netherlands and Chief
Rabbi Binyomin Jacobs to build the largest menorah in
Europe. Just a few weeks later, the twelve-meter-high
menorah (an eight-armed Hanukkia) was erected in front
of the head oﬃce of Christians for Israel, as a sign of
solidarity with the Jewish community. It was inaugurated
at Hanukkah by Chief Rabbi Jacobs and the then Israeli
Ambassador to the Netherlands, H.E. Haim Divon. In the
following six years the Menorah travelled to diﬀerent
places in the Netherlands: It stood in the cities of
Lelystad, Leeuwarden, Urk, Maastricht and even in front
of the Peace Palace in The Hague. Every year many people
who love and support Israel came to see the Menorah.

Final Destination
Together with the Jewish Agency for Israel, the leadership
of Christians for Israel Netherlands decided about a year
ago that it was time to bring the Menorah to a place
where it can be seen every day, to a place where it
belongs: Israel! Its permanent location is an area that is
continuously threatened by terror and rockets from Gaza.
The light of the menorah in Sderot serves as an
encouragement for the people who have been living with
terror attacks for many years. "After unspeakable
suﬀering, the horrors of the Holocaust and the recent
attacks on Israel, the Jewish people may feel alone. This is
our way of saying you are not alone, we stand with you,"
said Arjen Lont, entrepreneur, when the menorah was
erected in Sderot in September. The Menorah stands in
the middle of a roundabout in a residential area.

Inauguration: 17 December
The Menorah will be inaugurated at nightfall on 17
December in the presence of the Dutch Chief Rabbi,
Binyomin Jacobs, the Mayor of Sderot, Alon Davidi,
board members of Christians for Israel, Heads of the

Jewish Agency
for Israel and
Keren Hayesod,
as well as
friends from
Israel and from
all over Europe.
“May the light
of the Menorah
brighten the
lives of the
people of
Sderot,” is the
wish of Roger
van Oordt,
Executive
Director of
Christians for
Israel
Netherlands.
“As Jews and Christians, we want to exalt the God of
Israel and spread His light”.

C4I Europe Director Receives WIZO Award
The Women International Zionist Organisation
(WIZO) has awarded one of its prestigious Gold Awards
to Marie-Louise Weissenböck.
Marie-Louise Weissenböck, a musician who was born and
raised in South Africa, is Austrian Chairperson, European
Director and International Board member of Christians
for Israel International - a global network of Christians
who seek to bring Biblical understanding in the Church
concerning God’s faithfulness to the nation of Israel and
to promote comfort of Israel and the Jewish people
through prayer and action.
The award was given at the WIZO One Night for Children
event in the Viennese City Hall, under the patronage of
the Mayor of Vienna, on Sunday evening, 6 October,
2019. The keynote speaker at this event was Hillel Neuer,
Executive Director of UN Watch in Geneva.
WIZO was founded in 1920 in direct response to the
needs of women and children in Israel. WIZO continues

to identify the needs of Israeli society and creates
solutions to meet them. With 250,000 members, WIZO is
a prominent global Zionist organisation, and an important
agent of change for women, children and youth in Israel.
Three people were awarded the WIZO Gold Award in
Vienna: H.E. Talya Lador-Fresher, Ambassador of Israel
to Austria; Hillel Neuer; and Marie-Louise Weissenböck.
Chairperson of the WIZO board, Caroline ShklarekZelman, praised Weissenböck’s outstanding commitment
to Israel, her special relationship with the Jewish
community in Austria, and her many initiatives over
recent years to ﬁght anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism.
The event was attended by Austria’s Chief Rabbi Paul
Chaim Eisenberg; President of the Jewish community in
Vienna (Israelitische Kultusgemeinde) Oskar Deutsch; and
Jewish friends of WIZO.
In response, Weissenböck said “I want to thank WIZO
and the Jewish community in Vienna for this award. It is

such an honour and privilege as a Christian to be able to
serve the Jewish people and the State of Israel, and to
show our love in acts of solidarity and service.”

C4I’s Newspaper Launched in South Korea
n Cornelis Kant
Executive Director | Christians for Israel International

A new country has been added to the list of countries
that are publishing the Christians for Israel newspaper,
Israel & Christians Today, in their native language: South
Korea. We are very grateful for that. Pastor Paul Jung has
a Korean background and has been serving Korean
churches in Sydney, Australia, for many years. He has a
warm heart for Israel and the Jewish people. Years ago, he
ensured the books of Rev. Willem Glashouwer Why Israel?
and Why End Times? were translated into Korean, and is
now keen to publish our newspaper for Korean readers in
Australia and South Korea.
In a special Church service in a Presbyterian Church in
Seoul, Paul Jung presented the newspaper on Sunday, 17
November. On Monday, 18 November a special
conference took place in the Sarang Church in Seoul,
which was attended by pastors, professors, and church
leaders. During this conference Cornelis Kant spoke

about the existence of a Christian theology in which
Israel had no signiﬁcance anymore and Paul Jung spoke
about the relationship between Christians and Jews in
Australia.
The Korean edition of our Israel & Christians Today
newspaper was presented and well received. South Korea
has about 50 million inhabitants, and 30% of them are
Christian. Seoul has big congregations with tens of
thousands of members with many church services on
Sundays. It would be wonderful if many of them would
be willing to distribute the Korean edition of our
newspaper. South Korea has a variety of Israel-related
organisations but our newspaper, with its balance of
profound articles about Israel from a biblical perspective,
is unique in its kind. In 2020 three editions will be
published. Paul Jung has established a small team of
pastors and friends who are dedicated to promote and
distribute the newspaper, who need need our support
and prayer. We pray the newspaper may contribute to a

deepening of the reader’s awareness of God’s wonderful
plan for Israel and the world.

Paul Jung presenting the Israel & Christians Today newspaper in Seoul
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Visit to Vanuatu - ‘Isles Afar Oﬀ’
n Keith Buxton
Christians for Israel Australia

Following my visit earlier this year to the Solomon
Islands, it was a real delight to ﬂy recently to the
beautiful country of Vanuatu, a South Paciﬁc nation
made up of around 80 islands that stretch across
1,300km. Prior to independence from the UK and France
in 1980, the archipelago was known as the New Hebrides.
The 300,000 Melanesian people who live there are warm,
friendly, and hospitable.
On 12 September, Trixie and I were invited to a meeting in
the capital Port Vila of the Port Vila Ministers’ Fraternal,
where we introduced ourselves and the ministry of
Christians for Israel (C4I) to about a dozen pastors. How
important it is for the message of Israel to reach Christians
in these far-ﬂung islands, in fulﬁlment of Jeremiah 31:10,
“Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in
the isles afar oﬀ, and say, ‘He who scattered Israel will
gather him, and keep him as a shepherd does his ﬂock.’”
And so, I shared about the importance of standing with
Israel and the Jewish people. I also talked about the
planned tour next year to Israel with others from the
Paciﬁc Islands region, which has been designed to be
aﬀordable for Christians from these island nations and
clearly interested those present.
It was intentionally a relationship-building time.
Encouragingly, there was suﬃcient general interest from
a number of those present to ask me to bring a one-hour
teaching and video presentation a few days later.
We then had lunch with the Chairman of the Vanuatu
Christian Council (VCC). This lunch meeting was
valuable, as it enabled us to establish a clear acceptance of
C4I by the VCC. It was important for key church leaders
to learn about C4I and to see that we are a credible

Christian ministry.

planned tour, and responded to a range of questions.
This was followed by fellowship around a shared meal.

The Vanuatu Christian Council is a non-government
organisation made up of seven member churches, plus
the Bible Society and Scripture Union. I was interested in
ﬁnding out that the Presbyterian Church is the largest
Christian denomination in Vanuatu - one-third of the
country’s population are Presbyterian, probably because
it is the only denomination that established a theological
seminary in Vanuatu and concentrated on educating the
local people.

The level of acceptance of C4I among the pastors that we
met during our visit to Vanuatu was encouraging. It was
good to talk speciﬁcally about the initial process for
establishing a C4I presence in Vanuatu as a countrywide
ministry under the auspices of the Vanuatu Christian
Council, a step that would be consistent with the views of
key leaders with whom I spoke.

Church leaders from various denominations attended the
second meeting (photo above). I gave the requested
presentation, spoke about C41 and also more about the

Also encouraging is the expressed desire by these leaders
for a follow-up visit. Do pray that the foundations laid
during this visit will prove to be fruitful and much
blessed by God in the coming months.

Vital Teaching Touches Hearts in Japan
n Chan Siew Fong
Regional Trainer | Christians for Israel Asia

Japanese delegates reported: “We have had great
lessons. We now have deep insights on the signiﬁcance
of Israel. We have been reading the bible and seen
‘Israel’ mentioned many times but we had no deep
understanding. Now, the mystery has been revealed and
we understand what Israel is all about.”

The 7th Asia Paciﬁc Training and Leadership Conference
was held at Jesus Ministry Christ Nations Church, in
Kitahiroshimacho, a scenic rural area, 46 km from the
city of Hiroshima in south-west Japan. From 21 to 23
November, 48 Japanese participants from all over Japan
and 58 participants from other countries in Asia, Africa
and America soaked in biblical truths about Israel which
they had not heard before.

Noliber Gngeh from Cameroon: “...great messages...I have
learnt so much about the signiﬁcance of Israel...met great
people - Indians, Japanese, Americans etc...I will keep
spreading the message about Israel when I go back...”

“I will keep spreading the
message about Israel when
I go back...”

Pastor Irfan Shahzad, a Pakistani: “I am really blessed. I
have never heard such teaching on Israel in my 20 years
of ministry. I got the conviction to translate Reverend
Willem’s books into Urdu as a seed to plant in this
ministry.”

The two largest contingents came from Pakistan (22) and
the Philippines (20); other nations represented were
Nepal, India, Sri Lanka, Cameroon, Nigeria, Myanmar,
USA and Saudi Arabia. The conference was organised by
Pastor Mimi Hagiwara and her eﬃcient staﬀ. Why Israel?
was translated into Japanese by Dr Takashi Yoshida.

The teaching team at the 7th Asia Pacific Training and Leadership Conference

Philip, a Nigerian residing in the Philippines: “The
teaching in this conference about Israel is amazing. Food
is good. The people are nice. The atmosphere is great.”
Rommel Delﬁno, Hawaiian living in Kyoto: “It has been
amazing...fresh revelations...I am going to start to pray
for Israel.”

The teaching team consisted of Reverend Cornelis Kant,
Marie-Louise Weissenbock, Reverend Dr Conrado
Lumahan, Reverend Dr Wilson Ng, Chan Kuen Yoon and
Chan Siew Fong. New oﬀerings included a study of Ruth
by Marie-Louise Weissenböck, ‘Menorah and the Cross’
by Reverend Dr Conrado Lumahan and a Question and
Answer session.

Robert Coulson, 20 year resident in Japan: “This
conference has really opened my eyes to the scriptural
foundations with regards to Israel....I am going to step it
up in my prayer for Israel.”

The feedback received from conference participants has
been encouraging. Ruka Matsuura, on behalf of the

Over all, the conference had a great impact on those
attending.

Two lecturers from the Philippines found the sessions
informative and are keen to bring the teaching on Israel
back to their Baptist and Assemblies of God Bible Colleges.
Attendees of the 7th Asia Pacific Training and Leadership Conference
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News from the NZ Desk
n Bryce Turner
New Zealand Executive Director

Welcome to the December
edition of Israel and Christians
Today. Thank you so much for
joining us, we really do
appreciate the time you take
to share in our news, and the
support you give to this work.
Our team has worked hard to
bring you some fantastic
articles in this edition.
It is always an exciting time of year as we prepare the
December edition. Pressing on towards Christmas, with
its inevitably hectic schedule, it is always a good
opportunity to pause for a moment and look back over
the year. In the last edition, we reﬂected on the Rugby
World Cup. The All Blacks, as defending World
Champions, had just played their opening match. It
seems like so long ago now; even the angst of their last
match is now largely forgotten. We also reﬂected on the
deadlock in Israel following their second general
elections. Unlike the All Blacks though, the Israeli
political situation hasn’t changed, and the country still
faces uncertainty as the political players desperately try
to work out a coalition deal. In the USA, political battles
continue – as usual – although the daytime soap, that is
the impeachment hearing, seems to have at least some
people excited. Britain too seems to be stuck in a state of
upheaval and confusion, so... amongst all the drama on
the world’s political front, nothing has really changed.
Thank you for taking the time to join us in this edition.
We are delighted to be able to bring you the next part of
Joanna Moss’s wonderful series on New Zealand-Israel
relations, The Good, the Bad and the Ugly (on pg NZ2). In
South Paciﬁc news, Barry Taukolo of Christians for Israel
Tonga brings us an update on growing interest in Israel
amongst the people of the Kingdom of Tonga (NZ4), and
Brian Hooper shares a great perspective on the Spirit of
Hanukkah and Christmas as we rapidly approach both
(NZ6). As the count-down has now started to our next
amazing Israel Study Tour, we continue on pg (NZ7) with
Kameel Majdali examining Why visit Jerusalem?

Lawfare?
Many of you will have seen a couple of signiﬁcant events
recently that have, for a change, been quite positive
towards Israel. The NZ Government (MFAT), for the ﬁrst
time in years, came out with a message condemning
Gazan rocket attacks on Israel; well-done MFAT! You
don’t have to look too hard these days before you come
across someone or some organisation trying to suggest
that Israel has somehow breached ‘International Law’. For

Hanukkah. | Photo: unsplash

those of us desperately trying to provide reliable, accurate
information and education about Israel, this blatant
misuse of such authoritative terms is a constant source of
frustration. While there are many anti-Israel activists,
including more than a few lawyers, who happily provide
this convenient, pseudo-legal deﬁnition, did you know
there is a considerable group of prominent international
lawyers who disagree? In a recent landmark decision
following a lengthy legal investigation, the United States
has announced that it too does not agree, making it
oﬃcial policy that the Israeli ‘settlements’ in Judea and
Samaria are not illegal. The next time you hear someone
say Israel has breached international law, ask them “Says
Who?”. For those interested in the way ‘lawfare’ is being
used against Israel, see the book Israel on Trial currently
on special (pg NZ8).

Special Project - Israel Alzheimer’s Hospital
Our team strives to bring you regular updates on all our
projects, sharing how New Zealanders are making a real
diﬀerence on the other side of the world. In this edition,
we focus on our current mission to purchase desperatelyneeded medical equipment for the Israel Alzheimer’s
Hospital (see pg NZ8).
Study Tour
As this edition goes to print, there will be only days left –
and just a handful of spaces remaining – to sign up for
our next Israel Study Tour. With a fantastic new revised
itinerary, we will be departing February 21st 2020.

ISRAEL
FOCUS GROUP
trishnicholls@xtra.co.nz

There is simply nothing to compare with the experience
of visiting the Holy Land, and it is a wonderful privilege
to take groups of New Zealanders to visit Israel, ensuring
that they get the very most out of the journey. If you are
interested in visiting incredible Israel, please see page
NZ6. There may still be just a couple of spaces available,
but you will have to book fast!

And Finally, Thank You!
Thank you to all our wonderful readers and supporters
who have journeyed with us throughout 2019. To those
who read our paper, those who help distribute it to their
local churches and communities, through to those who
have faithfully given support for our projects overseas,
thank you. As we have shared with you, 2019 has been a
challenging year locally as we contend with rising costs.
Special thanks to those who have contributed towards
our local ministry funds.
On behalf of the Christians for Israel New Zealand team,
ve a wonderful
we pray that you will have
Christmas as we remember
together that incredible event that
took place in Israel some 2000
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The Good, the Bad and the Ugly - Part 3

1. Membership of international bodies as a means to
resolve global issues
2. Rules-based diplomacy as the best approach for
collective security
3. The principle of Being Seen to be Even-handed

New Zealand’s Diplomatic Posts
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Interestingly, NZ’s tenure coincided with the signing of
the Iran nuclear deal, and our UN Mission worked with
France and circulated a draft proposal for an IsraeliPalestine resolution at a time when a number of possible
resolutions were being circulated in late 2016.
In reﬂecting on the impact NZ made, Professor Robert
Patman in The Listener 23 May 2017 noted, “Our
permanent representative to the UN, Gerard van Bohemen,
allows that New Zealand did not make the impact it had
sought for people living in war-torn countries. Its
contribution was conﬁned mainly to supporting and
reinvigorating the council’s eﬀorts to address these
apparently intractable conﬂicts.”

Resolution 2334 - Israeli Settlements are an
Obstacle to Peace
Consistent with our stated aims, NZ along with other
nations tabled Resolution 2334 before the Security
Council in the ﬁnal hours of sitting on 23 December 2016.
The resolution claimed inter alia that Israel
was an ‘occupying power’ building settlements
in occupied territory as a ‘ﬂagrant violation of
international law and has no legal validity.’ That
ISRAELI
claim is untrue. Further, the resolution went
REPRESENTATIVES
on to claim that settlements are an obstacle to
peace. It declared East Jerusalem oﬀ-limits to
Israel – that includes the Wailing Wall, the
Old City and Mt Scopus where the ANZACs
are buried.
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Murray McCully visited Israel and the Palestinian
Territories in May 2015 prior to NZ’s July tenure as chair
of the UNSC hinting at his abilities to resolve the dispute.
In Auckland at a May 2016 Peace in the Middle East
Seminar, McCully placed a lot of the blame for lack of
progress on Israeli settlement policy. He did not regard
Palestinian acts of violence on Israelis as terrorism.
McCully’s position on a two-state solution was ﬁrm.
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Initial Flourishing Diplomatic Relations
The Embassy wasn’t small either. It had consular,
business, trade and public aﬀairs sections as well as the
usual diplomatic ones reﬂecting a substantial
commitment to New Zealand. It also provided the
opportunity to develop relations in a number of ancillary
areas such as arts and culture and technology. One of the
ﬁrst agreements to be concluded was the Working
Holiday Visa Scheme. Seminars for Maori business and
clean technologies were held. Then along came the
Christchurch earthquake (22 February 2011) and
thankfully the Embassy was on hand to assist and called
on organisations such as NZ Friends of Israel to help with
locating missing Israelis. There were 3,500 Israelis in the
country at the time. Unsurprisingly, the Israeli rescue
team was the ﬁrst overseas team on hand to assist. The
world spotlight was on NZ. Even President Rivlin, then

2013-2016
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Interestingly, in 2009 Israel chose to appoint a senior
diplomat in Shemi Tzur to re-open the Embassy in
Wellington and to be cross-credited to Samoa.
Ambassador Tzur threw himself into the task with great
energy and enthusiasm, and the Embassy became
operational on 15 April 2010 with substantial help and
advice from key members of the Jewish community
including David Zwartz (Honorary Consul 2002-2009)
and Gael Keren among others. It was just a month before
the ban on kosher slaughter. The Embassy began the key
role of connecting not just the NZ Government, the
business and Jewish communities to Israel, but also
Christians, Maoridom and Israelis living in New Zealand
plus tourists whose numbers were on the increase.

2010-2013
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Israel Reopens Embassy in New Zealand
The election of John Key coincided with a massive
diplomatic push instigated by Prime Minister Netanyahu
in which Israel opened a range of new diplomatic posts in
a bid to boost relations and trade. Signiﬁcantly many
were in Asia. About this time NZ began its bid for a seat
on the UN Security Council. New Zealand was also a
logical choice for an Israeli post as the gateway to the
Paciﬁc nations with their important votes in the UN and
traditional support for Israel.
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New Zealand’s foreign aﬀairs are structured around a series
of key traditional postings in London, Canberra and,
Washington, then Brussels (EU), New York (UN) and other
posts in geographic areas where there are trade or cultural
connections. Most of the posts have multiple accreditations
in a hub and spoke formation. So the Ambassador to
Turkey is cross-credited to Israel and Jordan plus Georgia
and Azerbaijan. New Zealand does not have the same large
number of embassies as Israel has and only cautiously
opens new posts. In the Middle East, there are NZ
embassies in Abu Dhabi, Ankara, Baghdad, Cairo, Riyadh
and Tehran plus some trade oﬃces. Our Ambassador to
Israel only makes four trips per year to Israel. This is why
the work of the Hon Consul Mr Gad Propper is so vital.

By the time Ambassador Tzur left in April 2013, the
Embassy was on a strong footing, and he was followed in
June 2013 by another senior diplomat Yosef Livne; who
brought a Latin American ﬂavour with his wife and family.
Livne vowed to focus on science, culture, trade and
technology links. Meantime the Holocaust Centre of NZ
developed a prestigious biennial teaching programme at
Yad Vashem for NZ educators to go to Israel for three
weeks of intensive study to promote holocaust education
in NZ schools. The Embassy would provide a substantial
sum to support this landmark programme as their ﬂagship
educational project. This was in addition to their role with
Israeli musicians, e.g. Inbal Mediggo and other artists.

ISRAELI
AMBASSADOR
TO NZ

Earlier, we saw that New Zealand developed a set of
principles that would guide our foreign aﬀairs in the decades
to follow, irrespective of which party was in government.
These principles reﬂect the desire for global order and
fairness, coupled with strength from institutions as the best
means for a small nation to operate in a large world:

It wasn’t all plain sailing. The New Zealand government
stuck rigidly to its two-state solution policy plank and
made it clear to the Embassy when they were displeased
with Israel. John Minto reared his protest head from time
to time in the media, especially when visiting Israelis were
making headlines. Labour appointed David Shearer as
leader (Dec 2011-2013), a man with an impressive UN and
NGO pedigree who made no secret of his disdain for Israel.

DEPUTY
CHIEF OF
MISSION

In Part 3 of this series, we will deal with the Ugly, i.e. the
10 years 2010-2019. In Part 2, we saw striking similarities
in size and economic policies and how our relationship
deteriorated to an all-time low under PM Helen Clark
with the promise of a change under National.

NZ
AMBASSADOR
TO ISRAEL

NZ Friends of Israel | Wellington

Speaker, came to Christchurch and later, Lockwood
Smith, our Speaker visited Israel representing a
remarkable change. In the wake of the quake, the Israeli
Embassy donated $55,000 to Linwood College to build a
digital centre for Year 9 students.

HONORARY
NZ CONSUL
IN ISRAEL

n Joanna Moss

Note: NZ Israeli Ambassadors
are based in Turkey

NZ at the UN Security Council (UNSC)
New Zealand was successful in gaining a seat on the UN
Security Council in October 2014 beating out Turkey and
Spain on the ﬁrst ballot for a two-year term 2015-16.
Before and after Foreign Minister Murray McCully threw
himself into the task, relishing the opportunity to rub
shoulders with global movers and shakers. The prestige
of the nation was at stake. It ﬁtted all three policy planks.
In pitching its bid, NZ promised to bring a fresh and
independent approach to Syria and the Israeli-Palestine
dispute as well as lift the voices of small states and push
for reform in decision-making in the Security Council at
a time when many nations were frustrated by its
ineptness and stalling of disputes.

The Three UN Voting Blocks
Anti-Israel
Countries

Middle Ground
Countries

Countries Arab Countries
& Blocks Muslim Countries
Non-Aligned
Countries
(large group)

NZ, UK, Australia,
Europe and Canada
Others, e.g. Brazil,
Argentina,
Uruguay, Hungary

Issue

Issue by Issue

Plight Palestinians

Unsurprisingly, Foreign Minister Murray
McCully welcomed the adoption of
Resolution 2334, saying “New Zealand voted for
and co-sponsored the resolution because it was
consistent with long-held New Zealand policy
positions on the Palestinian question”. Source:
Mfat.govt.nz 4 Jan 2017

NEW ZEALAND
REPRESENTATIVES

1998-

Was New Zealand expecting the Americans to
veto the resolution and in so doing, become a
‘useful idiot’ for the cause. Or did they know it
would stick? In the end it was a non-binding
resolution. But the damage was done.

The Fallout from Resolution 2334

News of the Resolution ﬁlled the airwaves in
the run-up to Christmas 2016. Despite Labour Leader
Andrew Little saying: “many were proud”, the NZ public was
stunned and incredulous. Was this the swansong of our
term on the UNSC? Foreign Minister McCully leapt to the
defence, but the stories from the various parties did not
add up. As promised, PM Netanyahu pulled out newlyarrived Ambassador Gerberg, and he returned to Jerusalem,
leaving Deputy Avital Mimran-Rosenberg at the helm. To
add insult to injury, her position would be downgraded to
the lowest diplomatic rank chargée d’aﬀaires. This was the
beginning of some of the loneliest months for Embassy
staﬀ without a clear end in sight. On the other side our
Ambassador Jonathan Curr was banned from visiting Israel.

As John Key’s reign faded and Bill English took charge,
there appeared to be no appetite to repair the
relationship and time ticked by.
USA and
But in the corridors of power,
Pro-Israel Countries
some ﬂickers of light were seen.
USA
Gerry Brownlie as Foreign
Paciﬁc Island
Minister made the ﬁrst public
Countries
attempt at brokering a
breakthrough and was slammed
by PM English despite Cabinet
Israel’s Security
support.
Continued on page 3
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Gift of Israel for Queen

Calling Israel
Supporters
From time to time, we get queries from people
who are looking to connect with prayer groups
and other Israel supporters in their area.
Christians for Israel New Zealand would like to be
able to pass details on to these people to join
other like-minded groups.
If you would like to help us connect people with
other supporters of Israel in your town, please
supply your contact details, and become a C4I
Connect.
Please email us on info@c4israel.org.nz, and
supply your name, phone and email address.
Please put C4I Connect in the subject line. Or,
complete the response form below and mail it to:
Christians for Israel NZ
PO Box 12006, Penrose
Auckland 1642

National Intercessors Group in Tonga

Christians for Israel Tonga

It was a great privilege for Christians for Israel Tonga to
present the Queen of Tonga with copies of Rev Willem
Glashouwer’s books Why Israel and Why Jerusalem, as well
as a copy of the DVD Whose Land?. Queen Halaevalu
Mataaho is the founder and chairperson of the National
Intercessors in Tonga. Barry and his team are hoping to
gift copies to the King of Tonga soon.
Israel and Christians Today is now being distributed in the
Kingdom of Tonga, including copies now being placed at
a prominent café Tupuanga for people to take. We look
forward to readership increasing throughout Tonga.
Interest in Israel continues to increase in Tonga and with

it the opportunities to inform and inspire people with the
Biblical importance of Israel. There are increasing
numbers of people interested in joining tours, and Barry
has been invited to be a part of a Tongan tour group
going to Israel soon.
Barry writes: “After a diﬃcult and busy last few months with
church, television and Christians for Israel work, during
which my dear Mum passed away, I was reading and
preparing the eulogy for my Mother’s funeral and was
reminded of my own Jewish roots. This was a great
encouragement to me, a reminder of how important this
work is. Please pray for Christians for Israel Tonga as we
continue to grow. We are hoping to formally register
Christians for Israel Tonga with the Tongan government
shortly.”

Continued from page 2

Many individual MPs had received letters, calls, emails
and visits from unhappy constituents and business
leaders. The tone was clear. NZ had gone far too far.
Finally, a call was made between PMs Netanyahu and
English, and a rapprochement was brokered around an
apology for the consequences. The Ambassador would
return to Wellington after a six months gap. Graciously
he agreed to move on and rebuild the relationship. Later
National concluded Resolution 2334 was a mistake and on
29 July 2018 Maori led an apology.

NZ-Israel Relationship Under Labour Coalition

Prayer
Points

Upon election, the new Coalition government was
preoccupied with other issues. Winston Peters was reappointed Foreign Minister and Deputy PM oﬀering
hope that NZ First may have warmer ties. New Zealand
continued to vote consistently against Israel in many UN
forums despite even UN Secretary-General Moon noting
a huge bias against Israel. Our voting position often
deviates from Australia, UK and Canada. PM Jacinda
Ardern issued an informal ban on NZ MPs travelling to
Israel, and other matters are in abeyance.

Inside the UN Security Council. | Photo: Britannica

Is this a return to the Clark years? Globally things soon
changed under President Trump as his administration
sought to re-frame the Middle East situation. One
wonders if NZ is acting as if Obama were still in charge.

Give thanks for all the diplomatic, advisory and
support staff serving in this bilateral
relationship past, present and future.
l Give thanks for all Christians and others who
lobbied NZ politicians on behalf of Israel and
who will continue to do so
l Give thanks for our concern for refugees and
desire for constructive help. But pray for a
reality check by not keeping refugees stuck in a
refugee trap or using donations for fueling
hatred or making weapons
l

Repent of Christians not seeing Israel and the
Middle East through a Biblical lens, not
advocating for Israel and understanding its
significance
l Repent of not using our UN vote and UNSC
position wisely and not standing up for the truth
l Repent for our naiveté in foreign policy, our
inability to see things through a non-Western
lens and being manipulated by larger powers
l Repent of not being a friend to Israel, especially
to a friend in need
l

YES! I want to be a
C4I Connect
Name: ______________________________
Address: ______________________________
______________________________
Phone: ______________________________
Email:

UN Security Council - Did You Know?

n Barry Taukolo

______________________________

l

The UN Security Council’s prime
responsibility is to maintain international
peace and security. It determines who
belongs to the UN and can issue binding
resolutions.

l

It is made up of 5 Permanent and 10
Rotating Members. The permanent
members are Russian Federation, China,
USA, France and the United Kingdom.
They alone have the right to veto
resolutions. Members take monthly turns
to chair the UNSC.

l

Rotating members are elected for 2-year
terms starting 1 January and must win
support from 2/3rd member countries to
be elected (129 votes)

l

Rotating members are selected from country
pools on a cyclical basis by secret ballot.
Membership of the UNSC is highly sought
after, and election bids last many years.

l

NZ is part of the hotly contested Western
Europe and Others group (not Asia Pacific)
in the UN for selection purposes pitting it
against rich nations.

l

It has been on the UNSC in 1954-55, 1966,
1993-94 & 2015-16. Israel has never been on
the Security Council.

l

Some nations favour UNSC reform by
including the G4 nations amongst the
permanent members – Brazil, Germany,
India and Japan and removing the veto
power, e.g. NZ.

4 (NZ)

Events Around NZ

December 2019 | Israel & Christians Today
Kislev - Tevet 5780

Short N
News
NZ Scientist Warns of
50°C Israeli Summers

Israeli Ambassador Visit
n Nigel Woodley
Pastor | Flaxmere Christian Fellowship
Church, Hastings

New Zealand Professor, James Salinger, a
lead author on a Nobel Peace Prizewinning UN report on climate change,
warns that the Middle East and North
Africa are likely to suﬀer most from
global warming. Israelis should brace
themselves for summer heatwave
temperatures of up to 50°C by 2100,
unless governments worldwide can ﬁnd
a solution to slow global warming. In
Israel the widespread use of air
conditioners and the country’s ability to
desalinate vast quantities of water will
help to mitigate the day-to-day eﬀects
of searing heat and declining sources of
natural water.

NZ Government
Condemns Gaza
Attacks on Israel
The NZ Government is condemning
recent rocket attacks from Palestine
against Israel. In early November, an
Israeli airstrike killed a senior Palestinian
Islamic Jihad commander and his wife in
Gaza. In retaliation, Gaza militants ﬁred
almost 200 rockets at Israel. 47 Israelis
were wounded. Now the NZ Ministry of
Foreign Aﬀairs has weighed in with a
response on Twitter. “We are deeply
concerned about the ﬁring of rockets
from Gaza to Israel. Targeting civilian
populations is unacceptable and we
condemn these attacks,” it said.

Israeli Chemo
Breakthrough

Researchers from Hebrew University
recently published a new technique that
singles out cancer cells from healthy
ones, enabling cancer patients to
receive less chemotherapy and thus
suﬀer fewer side eﬀects. Researches
said, “Most anti-cancer treatments are
not suﬃciently speciﬁc, meaning they
attack healthy cells together with the
malignant ones they’re trying to get rid
of. This leads to the many serious sideaﬀects associated with chemotherapy.
Eliminating cancerous cells while
leaving healthy ones alone is an
important step towards reduce patients’
suﬀering.” The new ﬁndings allow
chemotherapy drugs to directly strike
malignant cells, bypassing healthy one.

On Wednesday evening 25 September, we
had an evening with the Israeli
Ambassador to New Zealand—His
Excellency Dr Itzhak Gerberg. The
Ambassador was the keynote speaker and
the programme began with some cultural
songs and a Maori Haka, followed by the
singing of the NZ national anthem and
Hatikvah—the Israeli national anthem.
The purpose of such a meeting like this is
always two-fold for us:
1. We use the occasion to honour the
Israeli Ambassador and show good
Christian support for Israel from our
local community.
2. We use the platform to further educate
and inform those gathered on the truth
about Israel.
The second point is extremely necessary
because of the misinformation, historical
revisionism and straight-out propaganda
coming from the pro-Palestinian cause. As
well as speaking into these issues we let
modern media do its work. Short video
clips brought clear and precise messages
of the danger Israel is facing from Iran; of
the historical truth that Jesus of Nazareth
was a Jew and not a Palestinian refugee;

Left to Right: Israeli Ambassador Gerberg and his wife Shifra, Mayor Sandra Hazlehurst, Nigel Woodley,
Councillor Henare O’Keefe and Joann Woodley

and that there are Christians standing up
and advocating for Israel in NZ.
We were honoured to have the Hastings
City Mayor—Sandra Hazlehurst—with us
as a special guest. Having someone of
prominence from our area provided an
opportunity for her to be informed about
the real situation in Israel. The meeting
actually touched the Mayor, especially
when we closed it with singing
O Daughters of Zion. Supper followed.
Israelis know that some of their strongest
support from New Zealand hails from the
province of Hawkes Bay.

We received apologies from Lawrence
Yule, our local MP for Tukituki, and also
from the Hon Alfred Ngaro, list MP for
National. Both would have been there
apart from the fact that the House of
Parliament was sitting that week and Mr
Ngaro was about to embark on a trip to
Israel. This type of meeting has now
become an annual occurrence at the
Flaxmere Christian Fellowship in
Hastings. Predominately Gentile
Christians are coming together in an
organised meeting to honour both the
State of Israel and the truth.

Ambassador Visits Leaders
n Bryce Turner
New Zealand Executive Director

Christians for Israel New Zealand were
privileged to once again host the annual
meeting of the Israel Supporters Group,
on 18 November. The group was started
under the leadership of Rev. Hon. Graeme
Lee, who had a vision to develop a forum
to support and encourage pro-Israel
groups working in New Zealand. Several
years later, it has become a highlight in
the calendar, with some representatives
travelling from all around New Zealand to
gather in Auckland.
Leaders, board members, pastors and
others representing a wide range of
organisations assembled, united in a
passion for Israel and the Jewish people. A
number of political ﬁgures, also
supportive of Israel, came to take part in
the group discussions as the
representatives shared of the successes
and challenges of the past year and looked
ahead at strategies to work more
eﬀectively. Many of the groups face
common challenges, and networking
provides opportunities to share valuable
experience amongst the groups.
Strong friendships also continue to be
developed and maintained with the Jewish
community in New Zealand, who are also
represented at the annual meetings. This
year Rabbi and Mrs Friedler from the
Auckland Hebrew Congregation also took
part in the discussions, delighted and

His Excellency Dr Itzhak Gerberg, Israeli Ambassador to New Zealand, addressing the
Israel Supporters Group meeting, 18 November, 2019

encouraged by the solidarity expressed by
the group as a whole.
His Excellency Dr Itzhak Gerberg, Israeli
Ambassador to New Zealand, travelled to
Auckland to address the meeting,
thanking those gathered for their work in
support of Israel. Similarly, members were
able to thank the Ambassador and aﬃrm
their ongoing support for Israel and the
Jewish people.
Of particular note, this year was an update
on the newly-formed ‘For the Protection
of Zion Trust’, from Ps. Nigel Woodley.
This trust has been set up to administer
public support for the right of the Jewish
people to maintain independence and
sovereignty in the Land of Israel. The key
afternoon session was hosted by the Israel

Institute of New Zealand team who
continue to challenge misinformation
about Israel, especially in the political
forum. The Israel Institute of New
Zealand is an independent think tank
dedicated to providing New Zealanders
with a better understanding of the State of
Israel through accurate analysis, insightful
commentary, and eﬀective advocacy. As
the anti-Israel voices get louder and
harsher, the response must become ever
stronger, and the Israel Institute of New
Zealand delivers the voice of reason in a
very clear and professional manner.
The New Zealand supporters of Israel
continue to grow, with most groups
reporting an increase in numbers of
supporters and the level of activity.

Events Around NZ & Israel
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Vital Lesson from Arad

Rotem neighbourhood in Arad, Israel. | Photo: mapio.net

n Joanna Moss
NZ Friends of Israel | Wellington

Some years ago I spent Yom Kippur in the desert town of
Arad. At the time the town’s only real business, the
toweling factory had just closed and the future looked
grim for Arad. Unbeknown to me Arad had a bad
reputation from Russian immigrants as a town people
wanted to leave. I looked around and tried to imagine
what a Russian immigrant would think of the place.
As you walked the streets on Yom Kippur children were
playing and riding their tricycles and enjoying the
freedom, the one day in the year when everything
stopped. But the thing that struck me most was the

Rotem Neighbourhood Synagogue, Arad, Israel. | Photo: Wikipedia

gardens – a collection of cacti bushes planted in the dust
and the odd, plastic white chair. I couldn’t imagine
anyone wanting to sit outside in that. There didn’t appear
to be anything green in sight. From the platform on the
town’s edge you could look over the Dead Sea and see the
harsh shimmer. It was a world away.

stuck in sin. How much we Christians take it for granted.
We sin then we confess and repent and deal with the sin.
It is gone. We believe Jesus made the way, that He was
the promised Passover lamb. Jews too, know that without
the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin. We
believe His blood was suﬃcient and I’m proof of it.

Something in me was curious enough to go into one of
the main orthodox synagogues and go upstairs amongst
the women. Up there were women in anguish pacing up
and down trying to pull oﬀ sin literally. They knew they
were sinners. They knew they had sin on them and yet
there was nothing they could do about it. At that
moment it dawned on me – the Jewish predicament,

This year I returned to Arad for Yom Kippur. The place
was diﬀerent, optimistic with new businesses, trees
planted and gardens with ﬂowers, even some grass. But
for most inhabitants, they are still stuck in sin, it hasn’t
gone away.
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The S
Spirit of Hanukkah & Christmas
n Dr Brian Hooper
The Menorah Group

Towards the end of our calendar year, both Jews and
Christians celebrate a festival. The Jews celebrate
Hanukkah, and Christians celebrate Christmas. They
are quite diﬀerent from each other in time and nature.
Hanukkah celebrates the restoration of the Jewish
temple in Jerusalem. Christmas is a celebration of the
birth of Jesus Christ.

Hanukkah
Hanukkah (or Hanukah) is a Jewish festival
commemorating the rededication of the Second Temple
at the time of the Maccabean Revolt against the Seleucid
Empire in 167-160 BCE. The Jewish Maccabees
successfully rebelled against Antiochus IV and were able
to recapture Jerusalem and re-dedicate the temple.
According to a text called the Talmud, the newly
fashioned Menorah (with its nine branches) miraculously
burned for eight days, even though there was only
enough sacred oil for one day's lighting. The Hanukkiah,
as the nine-branch menorah is called, is lit uniquely. The
candle placed above, or below; the others day's used to
light the other eight candles. Each night, one additional
candle is lit by the Shamash (attendant) until all are lit.
Hanukkah is celebrated by singing special songs, such as
Ma’oz Tzur, reciting the Hallel prayer, eating food fried in
oil, dairy foods, and by playing the dreidel game.
The account of Hanukkah is recorded and preserved in
the two books of Maccabees (First and Second
Maccabees) which describe in detail the eight-day
rededication of the Temple in Jerusalem and the lighting
of the Menorah. These books are not part of the
canonised Tenakh (Hebrew Bible) used by modern Jews,
though the Catholic and Orthodox Churches consider
them part of the Bible.
The eight-day rededication of the temple is described in 1
Maccabees 4:36-4:59. A story similar in character, but
older in date, is the one alluded to in 2 Maccabees 1:18-1:3
according to which the relighting of the altar ﬁre by
Nehemiah was due to a miracle which occurred on the
25th of Kislev, and which appears to be given as the
reason for the selection of the same date for the
rededication of the altar by Judah Maccabee.

Lighting the Menorah during Hannukah. | Photo: pxhere

In the Jewish calendar, Hanukkah is observed for eight
days and nights starting on the 25th day of the Jewish
month of Kislev. This equates to our calendar year of late
November to late December.

Christmas
We may consider Christmas as two connected events.
Firstly, the announcement to Mary. Secondly, the birth of
Jesus. The announcement is the key to understanding the
birth of Jesus. We read from the New International
Version of the New Testament:In the sixth month, God
sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a
virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a
descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel
went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly
favoured! The Lord is with you.” Mary was greatly troubled
at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might
be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you
have found favour with God. You will be with child and give
birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The
Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he
will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will
never end.” “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I
am a virgin?” The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come

upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.
Even Elizabeth, your relative, is going to have a child in her
old age, and she who was said is in her sixth month. For
nothing is impossible with God.” “I am the Lord’s servant,”
Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” Then the
angel left her (Luke 1:26-38). There are several key points to
the passage:
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

Gabriel was one of seven archangels, second only
to Michael. God sent him.
God sent Gabriel in the ‘sixth month’ of Mary’s
pregnancy. A good time to ponder
Gabriel sought to allay fears with “Do not be afraid
Mary…”
God chose the name of the new-born Son of the
Most High God. It was to be Yeshua.
Yeshua would have the throne of David for
eternity – Yeshua’s kingdom never-ending.
Mary asked the question on her virginity. Answer:
The Holy Spirit and the Most High.
Gabriel quoted a real-life example: Cousin
Elizabeth. An ‘impossible’ pregnancy.
Mary responded in accord with her Godly nature:
“I am the Lord’s servant.”

HURRY, LAST DAYS, ONLY A FEW SPACES LEFT

Journey to Israel 2020

NEW ZEALAND

New improved itinerary including an extra night

21 February - 7 March 2020
Escorted by Bryce and Eleanor Turner, and
Graham Simpson of Christians For Israel New Zealand

Join us on our next journey to the Holy Land. Explore
biblical history and layers of civilisation, the ancient to the
modern, escorted by our experienced tour leaders and a
Jewish guide with a profound knowledge of the Bible.

SUPPORTED BY

Bryce

Eleanor

Graham

For further information and a detailed itinerary, contact: Olive Tree Travel, Toll free NZ: 0800 874 867, Email: steven@olivetreetravel.com.au.
Or download from our website: www.c4israel.org.nz
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Why Visit Jerusalem?
Part 7 - Magnet for Christian Visits

n Rev Dr Kameel Majdali
Director of Teach All Nations

We continue - and conclude - a 7-part series about
Jerusalem and the Christian pilgrim.
Part 01: We learned that Christians have been visiting the
holy city of Jerusalem since the beginning of the church.
Christians of all stripes constitute 60% or more of
incoming visitors to Israel.
Part 02: The eﬀect of worldwide tourism on overall
pilgrim numbers.
Part 03: After the 1967 Six-Day War, number of visitors to
Jerusalem increased due to the ‘tradition of pilgrimage’
and the innovation of modern tourism.
Part 04: When is a Christian visitor a ‘tourist’ and when
is he/she a ‘pilgrim.’
Part 05: A continuation of identifying the Christian
visitor as ‘tourist’ or ‘pilgrim.’
Part 06: The nature of today’s Christian visits to
Jerusalem.
Now, in this 7th and ﬁnal part, we will ﬁnalise the
identity and nature of Christian visits.
First, when you contrast modern tourism with traditional
pilgrimage, a Christian visitor, coming on a tourist visa,
can still be a fully bona ﬁde pilgrim. Just because there is
a strong tourist element, similar to many secular tours,
does not mean the journey lacks faith or inspiration. As
we learned, being a pilgrim is less about activities and
more about faith in the heart.
Like in the early years of the church, there are parallels
with visits today. There is less an emphasis on visiting
shrines or conducting liturgy, especially since
Protestants, evangelicals, and Pentecostals constitute a
high number of visitors to Jerusalem. This is ironic since
these categories of Christians do not have a strong
tradition of pilgrimage in Europe, where Catholic shrines
number in the 100s, Protestant pilgrim sites are only ten
continent-wide.
Today’s Christians visit sites that are non-classical, nontraditional, educational, etc. For example, many tours
which spend a limited amount of time in Nazareth may
elect to visit Nazareth Village, an educational site that
recreates the Nazareth of Jesus’ day, rather than visit the
Church of the Annunciation (the largest church building
int he Middle East) and nearby Mary’s Well. Conferences,
study breaks, religious marches, visits to non-Christian or
non-Biblical sites, are some of the other ‘non-traditional
activities’ they may participate in.

Science in Israel

A couple of signiﬁcant diﬀerences between ancient
pilgrimage and today: modern pilgrims usually spend less
time - signiﬁcantly less - in the City of the Bible than the
ancients. This is understandable: ancient people endured

Young men in period costume in the open air museum of Nazareth Village Israel. | Photo: Shutterstock

a long journey to get to Jerusalem and felt a long sojourn
of several weeks, months, or years, was in order. Today’s
visitor may spend no more than 10-14 days on tour
nation-wide, not just in Jerusalem.
Second, the pace was very diﬀerent - the ancients tarried
and spent time in devotion. Modern visitors are eager to
see as much as they can - as quickly as they can - and it
can make for superﬁcial coverage of a given site.
A third and major diﬀerence - even a painful one - is that
ancient pilgrims had signiﬁcant and meaningful
interaction with local Christians, oftentimes worshipping
or boarding with them. This is much less the case with
modern pilgrims. Many are often unaware that there are
local Christians with whom to fellowship. Even if they
are aware, they may be uninterested in connecting due to
denominational or even political diﬀerences. Besides, the
touring schedule is ‘tight’, and many barely have time to
breathe, let alone slow down enough to meet with local
Christians. The danger of this approach is treating the
holy land like Disneyland, altogether forgetting that
Jerusalem is not an amusement park, but a vibrant city
where a variety of people live.
Another possibility that can cause pain and division is
politics. Modern Israel is highly politicised on all sides.
One has to be very deft in avoiding any political
entanglement. The June 2018 visit of HRH Prince
William was a case in point, the ﬁrst oﬃcial of the royal
family in 70 years. British royals have to be scrupulous to
convey political neutrality wherever, and with whomever
they may be. Visiting Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, and the West

Tel Aviv University Inaugurates
Centre for Quantum Research
n Israel Today
The Center for Quantum Science and Technology was inaugurated as part of a
research workshop at Tel Aviv University recently. “The quantum revolution is just
around the corner. Many people expect it to be as important as the industrial and
digital revolution,” said Director Yaron Oz.
Quantum theory, also called quantum mechanics, gained importance at the beginning
of the 20th century. The concept describes the microscopic properties of any given
material. The US, China, and European countries are investing billions of dollars in
developing technologies based on quantum principles. According to Professor Ady Arie,
quantum-based computers will be extremely fast, and quantum communications will
be resistant to unauthorised access. In general, quantum materials will change entire
industries, from security to aviation, manufacturing and medicine.

Bank put Williams’ regal upbringing to the test. By all
accounts, he successfully walked the tight rope, stayed
above the fray, and managed to please most everyone.

Summary
First, the pattern and nature of Christian visits to
Jerusalem have changed since the June 1967 (Six-Day)
War. Instead of drawing from mainly local Middle East
Christians, the post-1967 visitors are worldwide,
including from countries that have no diplomatic
relations with Israel. Overall numbers of Christian
visitors have steadily risen in most recent decades.
Second, it has been argued that a Christian, with faith in
his or her heart, is a ‘pilgrim,’ not just a ‘tourist.’ A pilgrim is
a person of faith on a long journey to a sacred destination.
The journey itself is a ‘pilgrimage’ and the person making
the journey is a ‘pilgrim.’ It doesn’t matter what they do visit Christian or Biblical sites or conduct liturgies and
services or not - as much as who they are. The Bible
teaches that our entire earthly life is a pilgrimage,
travelling on a journey to a sacred city, whose builder and
maker is God (Hebrews 11:10). So since our earthly life in
faith is a pilgrimage, then visiting the City of the Bible,
mentioned 811 times in Scripture, has to be a pilgrimage,
too. In recognition of the ‘faith-based’ nature of Christian
visits, combined with a strong element of mass tourism,
perhaps we can oﬀer a unique title: Biblical Tourist.
Rev Dr Kameel Majdali is Director of Teach All Nations (tan.org.au), an
international Bible teacher, and has led 35 holy land tours. His PhD from
Melbourne University was about this very topic. He has written 11 books,
including: Melbourne to Jerusalem: A Pilgrim’s Progress in the 21st Century. He
currently lives in Oxfordshire, UK, and ministers throughout Europe with TAN.

The new centre in Tel Aviv
(pictured) will collaborate with 20
diﬀerent laboratories from
diﬀerent faculties. It will oﬀer
study programs on quantum
computers and communication,
conduct interdisciplinary research
and establish international
networks in the ﬁeld. Lecturers will
be recruited, and scholarships
awarded. “We join companies and
institutions in Israel and around the world that have recognised the potential of
quantum technology,” Arie said. “Researchers around the world are looking for ways to
use quantum states in a variety of applications.”
Last year, the Ministry of Defense and the Israel Science Foundation launched a 27million dollar fund for this purpose.

8 (NZ)

Resources | Our Projects

December 2019 | Israel & Christians Today
Kislev - Tevet 5780

Israeli Alzheimer’s Medical Centre
Project Update
n Bryce Turner
New Zealand Executive Director

Book Club

As Christmas looms here in New Zealand, we are
delighted to see funds slowly coming in for our joint
project with the Israel Alzheimer’s Medical Centre. The
only facility of its kind in Israel – one of very few such
specialised facilities anywhere in the world – the Israeli
Alzheimer’s Medical Centre is unique not only in the
world-leading services it is providing to people, and the
families of people, with Alzheimer’s and other dementiarelated diseases, but also in the cutting-edge research
that is being carried out into the diagnosis and treatment
of these conditions. Even more amazing is that this entire

facility is a not-for-proﬁt entity, solely focused on
delivering the very best in every aspect of its work.

accompanied by mechanical injury or contraction of
external infection.

In partnership with some of our friends from the Jewish
Community, Christians for Israel New Zealand is hoping
to raise funds for a desperately needed ultrasound
bladder-scanner. Urinary complications frequently
accompany Alzheimer’s and other dementia-related
diseases, but when many patients are no longer able to
express their discomfort or pain, it can be diﬃcult to
manage.

The Bladder Scanner will be used by around 30
hospitalised people every day, in every stage of the
disease, resulting in 10.000 persons per year.

The ultrasound bladder-scanner enables accurate reading
of the patient’s condition without having to use a
catheter, thereby avoiding an invasive procedure that is

We hope to raise approximately NZ$15,000, to be able to
gift this vital piece of technology on behalf of New
Zealand supporters.

CHRISTMAS SPECIALS
The Signs of the Times

½ Price Trilogy Book Set
Why Israel? Trilogy

By Rev Willem JJ Glashouwer

By Rev Willem JJ Glashouwer

Faith in a personal God is in Europe rapidly declining.
Anxiety and fear for the future are increasingly laming
the lives of many, as a deadly stranglehold. Is planet
earth heading for an all devastating Third World War? Is
there any hope? Is Israel a sign of hope?

Get an inside look from a Biblical, historical and
prophetic perspective at God’s work, written by Rev
Willem JJ Glashouwer. Explore the Biblical
significance of Israel and the Jewish people for
Christians today, the significance of the city of
Jerusalem, and explore what some biblical terms have
in common. The trilogy book set includes Why Israel??
Why Jerusalem? and
Why End Times?

Christmas Special 25% off

age
What is the message of age-old
Biblical prophecies?
Do they have any meaning for
today? Are we standing at the
beginning of the end of mankind
and planet earth? Or are we
wn of a
rapidly approaching the dawn
splendid new future?

15

$

.00

Rev Willem J.J. Glashouwer looks
at fifty-two signs of the times
mentioned in the Bible.

RR
RRP $60

30.00

$

RRP $19.95

DV
DVD’s and Study
Guide Books
ooks are also
available to purchase
individually or as a
set of three
three.

If you would like to contribute to this urgently needed
piece of equipment, please tag your gift Alzheimer’s or
contact the Christians for Israel New Zealand oﬃce on
09 525 7564 or email info@c4israel.org.nz.

Jerusalem 50 Years Anniversary
magazine with ANY book purchase

ER IS IN BY
PLEASE ENSURE YOUR BOOK ORD
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Christmas Special 20% off
Israel on Trial
By Dr Matthijs de Blois & Andrew Tucker

This book reviews international law regarding selfdetermination, statehood, territorial sovereignty,
human rights and the right to self-defence. This book
provides a legal framework for the
exploration of alternative policy
solutions that balance the rights of
the Jewish state of Israel to territorial
integrity, security and political
independence with the rights of
Palestinian Arabs to political
autonomy and economic and social
$
advancement.

39.95

RRP $49.95

For our complete range of products or to place an order, complete the coupon on back page and post or email it, or go online: www.c4israel.org.nz.
Please include payment with the coupon or pay by internet banking (put your name and item as reference). Please add $5.50 for postage (or $9.40 for rural postage)

FREE Israel 70 Years Magazine Oﬀer
Word of mouth is still considered the best way to grow
any organisation, and we need your help to spread the
word. But instead of just telling your friends about us,
why not put something in their hands - better yet, why
not have us mail it to them directly?
We know you love the Israel & Christians Today newspaper,
so why not share this important ministry tool with your
friends by signing them up, and it’s FREE! From now until
Christmas, we are delighted to oﬀer a special incentive for
those of you who can sign up a friend to our FREE Israel &

Christians Today newspaper subscription.
Simply ﬁll in the form below, post or email it to us and
we’ll send you our beautiful, limited edition Israel 70
Years commemorative magazine as a thank you gift with
our compliments. The magazine is a great Christmas gift
or resource for your coﬀee table to remind us of the
amazing miracles that have taken place since the rebirth
of Israel in 1948.
We are keen to grow our readership, and this is a creative
and fun way you can help us do that.

Sign up a friend to Israel & Christians Today newspaper and
receive the Israel 70 Years commemorative magazine FREE*

$100

Your
Name: ______________________________ Friend’s Name: ___________________________
Donate
or more
towards
the Christians for Israel Ministry
Address: to
_________________________________ Address: ________________________________
receive this beautifully engraved
_________________________________
________________________________
silver pen from Jerusalem.
Oﬀer August/September
*1 or
magazine
per person.
while stocks
last.
Limited oﬀer,
only while stocks last.

Phone:

_________________________________ Phone:

________________________________

Email:

_________________________________ Email:

________________________________

SEND COUPON TO: Christians for Israel New Zealand, PO Box 12006, Penrose, Auckland 1642 or email: info@c4israel.org.nz

Prayer Points & Weekly Update
Would you like to receive the Israel & Christians
Today Weekly Update and/or the bi-monthly
Prayer Points directly into your inbox?
Email us on info@c4israel.org.nz, include your
full name and email address, and let us know
which one (or both) you would like to subscribe to.
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Nati Rom - Zionist Pioneer and Laywer
n Andrew Tucker
International Editor | Christians for Israel

Nati Rom (left) is full of
energy, his eyes
sparkling, as we meet
prior to a lecture he is
about to give to a group
of Dutch Christians.
A youthful father of six
children, he lives in the
heartland of Samaria –
known to the world as
the ‘West Bank’, or ‘Occupied Palestinian Territory’. He
travels the world telling people that the Jewish people
belong in these ‘mountains of Israel’.
“Judea and Samaria are the Biblical heartlands of the
Jewish people. Living there is not something we do
because we enjoy it; it is a Biblical mandate. It is here that
95% of the stories of the Bible took place. For example,
the ﬁrst capital of the Jewish people was in Shilo, which is
the spiritual capital of Israel. Jews have been given the
task of redeeming the land.”
Nati Rom ﬁrst came to the heartland when he and an
army friend ﬁnished their army service, and decided they
wanted to serve their country. They simply drove into the
Biblical mountains of Samaria and stopped when their
car broke down. They stayed there for 18 months,
building a small community near Shilo. Others soon
joined. They started to build and plant vineyards. Villages
developed. “We started to observe commandments that
nobody had done before, and that can only be done in the
land – planting, reaping, observing Shabbat years, etc.
And the land started to laugh with us”.
“Our life is not easy. Jewish communities in Samaria face
hundreds of terror attacks each month. Our children go
to school in a bulletproof bus. When a Jewish child was
recently murdered, PA President Abbas said the killer was
a hero. The EU supports him by paying salaries of
convicted terrorists. We have to ﬁght against this.”

Divine War
According to Rom, there is a divine war in the world
between good and bad, and the land of Israel is at the
centre of that battle. “The world has lost its capacity to
distinguish between good and bad. For example, it is
completely absurd that the terrorist Arafat was awarded
the Nobel peace prize. Other examples are UNESCO
denying Jewish connection with the Temple Mount, and
the EU sponsoring payments to convicted Palestinian
terrorists and their families. These are unacceptable, and
we need to ﬁght against them.”
The battle, in his view, is not about territory or land, but
about those who hate the Jewish people because they are
Jewish. Iran is evidence of that. They are simply trying to
eliminate us.
So the solution to the conﬂict with the Palestinians is not to
give them land. That won’t remove the deep-seated hatred
of the Jewish people. Nati Rom sees the ‘peace process’ as an
internationally-sponsored plan to destroy Israel. “Because
Israel is so small, the two-state solution is going to destroy
Israel. Even President Trump’s planned ‘deal of the century’
is a bad idea from Biblical perspective, because 95% of Judea
and Samaria will be given to the Arabs.”
Nati recalls the words of former Israeli Prime Minister
Golda Meir, who once said: “When they love their children
more than they hate us, then there can be peace. Rom:
“Peace does not come from making territorial concessions
or rewarding evil. This is the lesson that Europe needs to
learn. The only way to overcome evil is to confront and
destroy it. Those who show mercy to evil are showing evil
to mercy. It is outrageous that the world supports those
who use terror to destroy the Jewish people.”

Redeeming the Land
Nati Rom’s philosophy is: “Zion shall be redeemed with

Nati Rom overlooking the mountains of Israel

judgment, and her converts with righteousness” (Isaiah
1:27). He studied law in order to be able to defend his
people and use the legal system to achieve justice. He
represents Jews who are arrested simply for praying on
the Temple Mount. “The prohibition on Jews praying on
the Temple Mount is an outrageous breach of human
rights. The Temple Mount should be open to all people to
pray”. About 70 people are arrested each month.
In addition, he represents Palestinians who are
persecuted by the PLO and
also takes cases to court to
show that Israeli law should
apply in Judea and Samaria for example against Israeli
insurance companies who
say their policies do not
apply outside the Green
Line.

dying, and religious Zionism needs to be promoted,
according to Nati Rom. “Sadly, many in Israel want to be
like the nations, rather than being a light unto the
nations. We Jews need to reconnect with the land and
with HaShem. He will honour our prayers. Hannah is an
example – she prayed with passion in belief! HaShem
answered her prayers and gave her a child – Samuel. And
from Samuel came the anointing of David. So our prayers
are powerful and eﬀective!”

WE’RE GOING TO UKRAINE
YOUNG ADULTS TOUR 2020

Travel with us for a week to hand out food parcels and a
lot of love to poor Jewish families and Holocaust survivors

According to Rom, the task
of the Jewish people is to
redeem the land. “We are
doing the Zionism of our
forefathers, in the Biblical
heartland that the Lord gave
us back in 1967”. He and
others purchase land from
Arabs. They grow grapes and
fruit and vegetables and
make the land prosperous.
“How can this be preventing
peace?”
Nati Rom feels he is
continuing the Zionist
dream of his ancestors.
“Israel was created after the
ashes of the holocaust. We
had a lot of dreams in our
hearts. Under the British, it
was not legal to enter or to
build new villages. But our
forefathers didn’t care about
the laws of the British. They
wanted to redeem the land,
so they built villages in one
night. This was the start of
the new state. The
establishment of the State of
Israel on 14 May 1948 was a
miracle.”
Secular Zionism today is

399

€
Seven days in Ukraine that will change your life!
25 April - 3 May 2020

flights no
included t
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Jewish Festivals

11th Thesis: Judgment

Hanukkah
The Jewish festival of
rededication, also known as the
Festival of Lights
23 - 30 December 2019
Hanukkah (pronounced Hanu’ka in
Modern Hebrew, also romanized as
Chanukah or Chanuka) also known as
the Festival of Lights, is an eight-day
Jewish holiday commemorating the
rededication of the Holy Temple (the
Second Temple) in Jerusalem at the
time of the Maccabean Revolt of the
2nd century BCE. Hanukkah is
observed for eight nights and days,
starting on the 25th day of Kislev
according to the Hebrew calendar,
which may occur at any time from late
November to late December in the
Gregorian calendar. Chanukah begins at
sundown on Sunday 22 December 2019.

Asara B’Tevet
Fast commemorating the siege of
Jerusalem
7 January 2020
Asara B’Tevet is the tenth day of the
Hebrew month of Tevet, a minor fast
day in Judaism. e fast commemorates
the siege of Jerusalem by
Nebuchadnezzar II of Babylonia. Like
other minor fasts, Asara B’Tevet begins
at dawn (ﬁrst light) and ends at nightfall
(full dark).

n Kees de Vreugd
Theologian | Christians for Israel
International & Editor | Israel & the Church

In this article, we continue our discussion
of the ‘Twelve Theses of Faith on Israel’
published by Christians for Israel.

Thesis 11: We believe that the Son of
man will sit in judgment over the nations
when the Kingdom comes and will ask
them how they have treated Israel and the
Jewish people.
Elaboration: We understand and
believe that before the ultimate Kingdom
of Peace and Righteousness is established,
there will be a Day of Judgment upon the
nations. The main question that the
nations will have to answer is the question
asked by Jesus: “What did you do to the
least of these brothers of Mine?” (Matthew
25:40). His calling for solidarity with the
poor and suppressed of this world regards
in the first place our attitude towards
Israel and the Jewish people. The divine
commandment given to us by the mouth
of Isaiah is: “‘Comfort ye, Comfort ye My
people’, says your God.”
Clarification: Unfortunately, many
Christians seek to prove themselves right in
criticising Israel. But we will stress the
point that it is not Israel in the first place
that caused the suffering of the
Palestinians; that happened after the
establishment of the State of Israel. It
cannot be denied that, above all, they have
become victims because of the failing

policies of their own leaders. Even our Arab
brothers and sisters in Christ suffer because
of the Palestinian leadership. Respectfully,
we will ask the Israeli’s to pay attention to
injustices that sometimes happen, without
lecturing them from an attitude of
superiority and pride. In many cases, they
do listen respectfully, because we come as
friends. However, our main task is to carry
out the Biblical remit: “comfort, comfort ye
My people…”; to encourage them; to love
them; and to stand with them. Most are
totally convinced that the whole world
hates them. We will tell them that we will
stand at their side over and against those
who hate Israel and the Jewish people.

n Pellumb Ranxha
Representative | Christians for Israel Albania

As Christians, we rejoice in our salvation
through the Cross and resurrection of our
Lord. Now reconciled with God, we won’t
be subject to judgement on judgement
day, John 5:20-24. Saving and judging
authority is given by the Father to the
Son, the Messiah of Israel. Yet we are
accountable to God for what He has
entrusted to us; 2Corinthians 5:10. We see
a vivid portrayal of that accountability in
Joel 3, where the Lord proclaims His
judgement on the nations. Perfect love is
manifested in the cross; almighty power is
pictured in that judgement.
Why such a judgement? Because the nations
have scattered His people, divided their land
and badly treated their young ones, Joel 3:2-3.

They have insulted and arrogantly treated
the people of the Lord, Zephaniah 2:10.
Nowadays the nations act against Israel in
the UN, threaten war, and try to stop God
fulfilling His promises for and through
Israel. Thus, the nations fail to contribute to
the restoration of Israel. It is a painful truth;
they act in rebellion to God by mistreating
Israel, while the Lord wants to bless them
through Israel! (Romans 11:12,15)
In one way this is a call for repentance for
the nations. On the other hand, it is a
message of hope, joy, and comfort for God’s
people. The Lord comes back with His
saints; revokes His judgement against Israel;
the King of Israel dwells forever among the
people of Israel; and they come to know
Him. He removes their shame and fear,
breaks the evil powers, and sets free the
prisoners. Surely after the dark days, bright
times are ahead for His people. Rejoice,
daughter of Zion! (Zephaniah 3:12-20)
Therefore, we pray:
that the church will comfort His
people, Isaiah 40:1; proclaim the truth
about Israel; and repent of the church’s
past and present sins towards Israel
Ÿ

Ÿ that our nations will do more for these
little ones (Israel), Mathew 25:40
Ÿ for a repentant heart among nations in
their relations with Israel

that Israel will meet their Messiah
when He comes and will rejoice in Him.
The Lord has spoken, Joel 3:8-9; may our
nations hear!

Ÿ

The Jewish Origins of Christmas
continued from page 6
For Western Christians, 25 December became the official
birthday of Jesus, but even so, we also acknowledge 6
January (Christmas Eve for Eastern Orthodoxy) as the
Feast of Epiphany, resulting in the familiar ‘twelve days of
Christmas’. The conception of Jesus is likewise celebrated
on 25 March as the Feast of the Annunciation (to Mary).
Evidence for Christian belief that Jesus was born on 25
December goes back at least as early as the Commentary
on Daniel (4.23.3) by Hippolytus of Rome in AD 202: ‘He
was born in Bethlehem, eight days before the kalends of
January [December 25th]… He suffered in the thirty third
year, 8 days before the kalends of April [March 25th].’ In
that case, emperor Aurelian was not the first to choose
this date, seven decades after Hippolytus. Earlier Roman
sun worshippers had celebrated a couple of dates in
August, but they seem to have had no interest in either
solstices or equinoxes at all.
As for the other older Roman winter festival of
Saturnalia, this ran from 17 to 23 December, so a
Christian holy day on 25 December could hardly have
been intended as its replacement.
Presumably it was Christians who first noted the solar
significance of the date of Christ’s birth, calculated
independently but coincidentally falling on the winter
equinox in the Julian calendar. Jesus was truly the ‘sun of
righteousness’ who had risen with healing in His wings
(Malachi 4:2). Aurelian was hostile to Christianity, since
its success was damaging worship of the Roman Empire’s
traditional gods.
So what better way to re-unite the various pagan cults
around one annual festival, and at the same time
recapture the winter equinox from the ‘heretical’
Christians, than to celebrate the sun-god on 25 December

Shepherds field with view of Bethlehem. | Photo: Shutterstock

as a picture of Rome’s unconquerable paganism? Less
than forty years later, Rome itself submitted to Christ.
So when was Jesus actually born? The date is not given in
the Bible, and would sheep really have been out in the
fields near Bethlehem in mid-winter? John 1:14 says that
‘the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us’,
which many take as a hint towards Sukkot. However,
Messianic rabbi Jonathan Cahn has recently noted that
one (uncensored?) manuscript of Hippolytus’
commentary in the Vatican Library also preserves a
contradictory observation that Jesus was born in the
springtime. He points out that there is another biblical
‘tabernacle’ date at that time of year. The ‘Feast of
Tabernacles’ is actually about ‘booths’, whereas the true
Tabernacle (mishkan) was constructed by Moses on 1
Nisan (Exodus 40:2, 17), having been ‘conceived’ by God
about nine months earlier on Mount Sinai. Jesus Himself

compared His body to God’s sacred dwelling (John 2:1821). Nisan also happens to be lambing season, when
shepherds keep watch for new births in the fields even at
night; so those near Bethlehem were ready to welcome
the Lamb of God.
Whenever Jesus was actually born, we do not need to
worry that celebrating His birth at Christmas makes us
complicit with paganism. Whether on 25 December or 1
Nisan, we can rejoice that the Light of the World and
Lamb of God truly came into the world to be our
Tabernacle/Temple and make atonement for our sins –
Yeshua our ‘salvation’.
1

See the article by William Tighe,
<www.touchstonemag.com/archives/article.php?id=16-10-012-v>, derived
from Thomas J. Talley, The Origins of the Liturgical Year (Collegeville, MN:
Liturgical Press, 1991): 88-99. <www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptlsXtTf6n0>;
see also his documentary The Mishkan Clue.
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Marry the Land
n Rev Willem JJ Glashouwer
President | Christians for Israel International

And they will return from the land of the enemy.”
(Jeremiah 31:16 NASB)
Basically, the ‘lands’ and the ‘nations’ from which the Jewish
people have been returning to the Promised Land for over a
hundred years now, are the lands of ‘the enemy’. Deep
down the nations and the countries hate the Jewish people
and Israel. They are not ‘neutral’ but are ‘the enemy’. Time
and again this hatred will ﬂare-up: verbally and physically.
The only safe place for the Jewish people is Israel. Praise
God – Baruch Hashem – the time has ﬁnally come that the
Jewish people are able to ‘return’ to the La nd of Israel.

God Owns the Land
Who is the owner of the Land of Israel? Israel? No! The
Lord God is the Owner of the Land. “The land must not
be sold permanently, because the land is Mine and you
reside in My land as foreigners and strangers” (Leviticus
25:23). Only He has the right to give it or rent it out to
people. Even Israel has no right to give this Land away, or
to sell it, for they do not own the Land. He is the LandLord, the rightful owner. Israel is allowed to live in the
land because He has decided to give it to them, as
‘foreigners and strangers’.
He gave the Land to Israel: “To you I will give the land of
Canaan as the portion you will inherit” (Psalm 105:8-11).
When other strangers conquered the Land, occupied it
for almost 2,000 years, the Land became utterly forsaken
and desolate. It was ‘possessed’ by others, but not loved
or taken care of by them–occupied territory.

A Love-Relationship
The land was utterly forsaken, until the Jewish people
started to return, to fulﬁl the prophetic promise: “You
shall no longer be termed ‘Forsaken’, nor shall your land
any more be termed ‘Desolate’. But you shall be called
Hephzibah (my delight is in her), and your land Beulah

Rabbi blessing Jewish bride and bridegroom in modern Orthodox Jewish wedding ceremony in a synagogue. | Photo: Shutterstock

(married). For the Lord delights in you, and (to Him) your
land shall be married. For as a young man marries a
virgin, so shall your sons marry you; and as the
bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God
rejoice over you” (Isaiah 62:4-5).
It is a love-relationship between the Jewish people and
the land of Israel. The Jewish people are marrying the
Land of Israel. They are not brought back by Almighty
God to possess or occupy the Land that He owns, but to
‘marry’ the Land. In the process, God is marrying the
Land of Israel and the City of Jerusalem. He is preparing
the City of Jerusalem to be again His dwelling place on
earth. To bless the world through His people from His
Land and from His City.
For centuries, Western nations occupied and colonised
big parts of land all over the world; to possess and
plunder them for their own beneﬁt. To give the name
‘colonists’ to those pious Jews who return to own the

Land God has given to them rightfully is a ‘chutzpah’: an
unbelievable brutality. Like someone who murdered his
father and mother and then asks the judge to be lenient
to him because he is an orphan. The truth upside down.

Our Responsibility
“Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your
children from the east and gather you from the west. I
will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ and to the south,
‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring My sons from afar and My
daughters from the ends of the earth—everyone who is
called by My name, whom I created for My glory, whom I
formed and made” (Isaiah 43:5-7). The prophet Isaiah does
not say: Look, how the Jews are coming back home to
Israel from the four corners of the world. But the prophet
Isaiah does say: Bring My sons from afar and My
daughters from the ends of the earth.
Let us all realise our responsibility in this process and
continue to bring them home to Israel.

Walking in the Dust of Our Rabbi - Part 3a
n Mandy Worby
Christians for Israel Australia

In the last article, we began looking at what it means to
walk in the dust of our Rabbi, and we took a look at the
diﬀerence between the Greek and Hebrew mindsets.
Because the Hebrew mindset is primarily practical,
physical and literal, it’s important that we understand the
correct context of the Bible and the events listed in it so
that we don’t inadvertently misunderstand what it means.
We learned that the Greek mindset is largely spiritual and
analytical, but to be fair, that’s not 100% of the time,
gaining and remembering knowledge is important, but
there has to be a practic al outcome so that life skills are
the end result. Basically, the premise is: you are told
information, you study the information, you remember the
information, and then you’re tested to see how much
information you remember and from those results you’re
deemed qualiﬁed or not.
The Hebrew mindset is practical and one of teacher and
student, Rabbi and disciple, professional and apprentice.
The teacher does something, the student observes and
then replicates, and he keeps doing it until he gets it right
and only then is he deemed qualiﬁed. He then, in turn,
teaches others what he’s learned.
With regard to Rabbis and their disciples, Jewish disciples
didn’t automatically join a Rabbi’s classes; they had to be
personally hand-picked and chosen by the Rabbi
individually; and once they responded and accepted the
oﬀer of a discipleship, they were then committed to learn

everything from the Rabbi, following him everywhere,
watching every nuance, absorbing every word, obeying
implicitly every tiny instruction until the students ﬁnally
looked and sounded exactly like their Rabbi. Somebody
should be able to watch and observe them and be ab le to
tell which Rabbi they followed. This is why various diﬀerent
groups among Orthodox Jews have speciﬁc dress codes
because it connects them to speciﬁc Rabbis that they follow.
Walking in the dust of the Rabbi conjures up the image of
a disciple walking so closely to his Rabbi that the dust
stirred up by the Rabbi’s steps settles all over the disciple;
he literally steps into the very footprints of his teacher
following him ever so closely so as not to miss a single
word, or look, or expression. When Jesus called His
disciples and said “Follow Me”, He was literally calling
them to ‘walk after’ Him , live alongside Him day and night
and learn from Him every moment of every day. To follow
Him meant to emulate Him in every aspect of His life, His
actions, His conversations, His mannerisms; they were, in
fact, meant to become little mirrors of Him.
“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and
perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they
were astonished. And they recognised that they had been
with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13)
Jesus didn’t hand them a textbook, although He did teach
them constantly from the Scriptures; He didn’t have them
sit exams; His teaching was akin to an appren ticeship.
Again, this is the Hebrew mindset while the Greek mindset
is to study information, retain the information in your
head, and answer an exam and with a passing mark, then

you are declared qualiﬁed. To the Jewish mind, you walk
alongside, you watch, you listen, you apply, and you
replicate what you see under the supervision of your
teacher, and you keep doing it until you master it. You have
more than a head full of knowledge; yes, you have
knowledge, but you also have the practical understanding
and application; and you are then able to teach and train
others to both understand and do .
If the Rabbi says it, it’s true and must be obeyed. This is
what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. As a disciple walks
closely after his Rabbi, his heart begins to change, he learns
to love his Rabbi, to understand what motivates his Rabbi
and what moves his Rabbi.
The disciple’s love for his Rabbi grows and alters his own
motivations and his great desire is to please His Rabbi. He
begins to adopt mannerisms and phrases and habits that
mimic his Rabbi and even begins to talk like His Rabbi,
repeating His words to those with whom he comes in
contact with. That’s what the disciples did and the general
communi ty could tell when they were observed that they
knew and had spent time with Jesus.
We are to walk as closely as we can to Jesus: obviously not
physically because His physical presence is seated beside
His Father in glory; but we have the Word of God - and
every single word in both the Old and New Covenant
Scriptures is the expression of Jesus Himself.
Part 3b will be published in the February 2020 Israel &
Christians Today. These studies are based on the book
‘Walking In The Dust Of Rabbi Jesus: How The Jewish
Words of Jesus Can Change Your Life’ by Lois Tverberg.
www.ourrabbijesus.com
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Blessing Bethlehem
n Adam Eliyahu Berkowitz

sure he is not religiously oppressed.”

Writer | Breaking Israel News

Much of the harassment is informal.
Palestinians, Christian and Muslim,
who advocate co-existence with
Israelis are frequently attacked in what
is termed the ‘Anti-Normalisation
Movement.’ This is openly encouraged
by Palestinian Authority oﬃcials.

“The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as
one of your citizens; you shall love him as yourself, for
you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I Hashem am
your God.” (Leviticus 19:34)
Two rabbis are working hard to help the Christian Arabs
of Bethlehem, the oldest Christian community in the
world. Their eﬀorts are based on the Torah imperative ‘to
help the stranger in your midst,’ or, as one rabbi puts it,
“Covenant land requires covenantal responsibility.”
Rabbi Pesach Wolicki and David Nekrutman of the
Center for Jewish-Christian Understanding and
Cooperation (CJCUC) launched Blessing Bethlehem in
2016 to help the persecuted Christians living in the city of
Bethlehem and its surrounding areas. As part of their
work, they distribute food and food vouchers to 120
Christian families in Bethlehem. Christian Arabs
transport the parcels to a central location in Bethlehem
and directly to the elderly. Much of their work must
remain secret in order to protect the recipients.

Israel’s Story in Maps

The problem is acute as Arab Christians are an oppressed
minority in Muslim controlled areas of the region.
Christians make up about two per cent of Israel’s
population. Approximately half of Israel’s 120,000
Christian Arabs are part of the Eastern Orthodox Church.
Before Hamas took over Gaza, approximately 5,000
Christians lived in Gaza. Under Hamas rule, that number
has dwindled to fewer than 1,000. Living under radical
Islamist rule, the remaining Christians are sorely
oppressed. In Judea and Samaria, about 70,000 Christians
live under Palestinian Authority rule. Both Bethlehem and
Nazareth – key New Testament towns – which were once
overwhelmingly Christian, now have Muslim majorities.
When Israel was founded in 1948, about 80 per cent of
the population of Bethlehem was Christian. Today,
approximately 12 per cent, or 15,000 Christians, live in
the area of Bethlehem. Though Christian families are the
largest landowners in Bethlehem, their property has
often been subject to theft.
In 2012, Pastor Steven Khoury was interviewed by the
Christian Broadcasting Network. Pastor Khoury refuted
claims that the exodus of Christians from Bethlehem was
due to pressure from Israel. He maintained that the
Arabs, who claimed their ancestors were among the ﬁrst
followers of Jesus were leaving his birthplace due to
systematic discrimination and persecution at the hands
of the predominantly Muslim population and the
Palestinian government aimed at driving their population
out of their homeland.
“The Palestinian Authority controls Bethlehem but it is
still in the Holy Land, making it part of the covenant.
Covenant land comes with covenantal responsibility,”
Nekrutman told Breaking Israel News, “God said that as a
Jew living in Israel, I have the requirement to love the nonJew living in the land with me. And that means to make

“The PA claims there is religious
freedom under their rule, but the
reality is that there isn’t, at least not
in the way we understand freedom
of religion” Nekrutman said. “The
Muslims can’t be blatantly antiChristian in Bethlehem since
Christian tourism is a major source
of income. But unemployment is much higher among
Christians than Muslims. They are forced out of their
houses, and the demographic statistics reﬂect this.”
Nekrutman explained that the role of the Christian Arabs
in the conﬂict between the Palestinians and Israel is
complicated.
“Christian Arabs are frequently caught in an identity crisis
that pits ethnicity against religion,” Nekrutman explained.
“In Judea and Jerusalem, Christian Arabs generally live in
the Palestinian areas. They are generally tolerated under
Palestinian rule so long as they don’t ﬂaunt their
Christianity. As Arabs, they ethnically associate with the
Palestinians. In the north of Israel, in areas like Haifa, you
have Jews, Christians, and Muslims living side-by-side.”
“Their identity as Christian Arabs separates them
ethnically from the Jews and religiously from the Muslim
Arabs. This makes the Christian Arabs the clearest
minority in the region, and they are caught in the middle
of the regional conﬂict. Because of their identifying with
Arabs, they rarely experience love from Israelis.”
This is a clear case of returning a favour, or, in Biblical
terms, of those who bless Israel being blessed.
“This is a community who are Evangelical Arab
Christians, which is a rarity in Israel,” Rabbi Wolicki said
to Breaking Israel News. “This is important to Israel since
even the Christian Arabs who live in Israel do not have a
favourable perception of Israel. The Evangelical Arabs are
beginning to change that.”
Rabbi Wolicki explained that even though this
persecution is aimed at Evangelicals, Jews should treat it
as if it was being directed at Judaism.
“They are being persecuted, but if the Jews were standing
right where they are, we would be persecuted just as
well,” the rabbi said. “These people are suﬀering because
they are our friends. This makes it a Jewish problem.”
The Blessing Bethlehem project has opened doors, allowing
Christian Arabs a rare experience of Jewish love for the
stranger among them. Rabbi Wolicki related a powerful
example of this. As part of his project, the rabbi decided to

Rabbi Pesach Wolicki and David Nekrutman

visit the recipients at a Christmas gathering. Since the 1995
Oslo Accords, Bethlehem has been administered by the
Palestinian Authority, and it is forbidden for Israelis to
enter. Rabbi Wolicki decided to visit nonetheless. An Arab
friend drove him into the city and to a venue.
“There were 600 people in the room that even though
they were born and raised in Bethlehem, they had never
connected with Jewish Israelis before. I could tell by the
looks on their faces that they had never seen a rabbi
before,” Rabbi Wolicki said. “Several told me that until
that Christmas Eve, their only experience with Israelis
was facing IDF soldiers at security checkpoints.”
As an Evangelical, Pastor Khoury also encountered
resistance from the Catholic and Greek Orthodox
churches who see him as attracting their congregants.
“Since my imperative is Biblical, we have also tried to
work with Catholics and Greek Orthodox,” Nekrutman
explained. “They refuse to accept any aid from us because
of the political implications of dealing with Jews in Judea.”
“Pastor Khoury preaches from the Old Testament, which
the other Christian Arabs view as a Jewish book. They
also reject replacement theology, which gets them in
trouble with the Catholic and Eastern Churches as well
as the Palestinian Authority.”
“The people suﬀer discrimination in their lives, but this is
focused on the religious aspect,” Rabbi Wolicki said.
“People have rocks thrown at them on their way to
church. Their church in Bethlehem has been ﬁrebombed
14 times. Pastor Khoury has been shot four times, and his
brother was murdered.
This article was originally published on 17th September 2018 on
www.breakingisraelnews.com.

In the days before Christmas, the Khoury family spreads the
Light in Bethlehem. With dedication they provide Christmas
packages for the needy, so they can have a festive meal, but
even more that people feel that they matter and that God
cares for them. Emmanuel, God with us.
If you would like to donate to bless the Arab Christians in
Bethlehem, ﬁll out the coupon on the back page.

n Map 10 |
Judea & Samaria

n Map 11 |
The Oslo Agreements

Municipal authorities

Israel no longer controls the Arabs

There are six regional councils,
four cities, thirteen local councils
and a total of 142 Israeli towns in
Judea and Samaria. As of April
2019, the Israeli population in
these areas is close to 500,000.

Under the Oslo Agreements, 40% of the
land was turned over to Palestinian
Authority (PA) civilian rule (Area B). Some
of it (the large cities) was turned over to PA
security control as well (Area A).
More than 95% of the Arab population
living in Judea and Samaria live under
Palestinian Authority rule (Areas A,B), vote
in local elections, pay taxes to the PA which
administers its own separate educational,
legal, medical and social welfare systems.
The Palestinian Arabs living in Judea and
Samaria, run their own lives, and there is no
‘occupation’ there.
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A State Built on Charity

Young Israeli volunteers help teach young students at summer school. Because of their migrant background, they are in danger of falling behind. These volunteer programmes help to prevent this from happening. | Photo: Flash90.

n Ruben Ridderhof
Christians for Israel The Netherlands

At the base of every nation are the aspirations of people
with a shared vision. Like the idealism of the American
founding fathers, but also the national aspirations of
the Kosovars, for example. Zionism, the national
aspiration of the Jews, is such a vision as well. Achieving
that vision would not have been possible without the
Jewish value of charity.
Zionism emerged in the second half of the nineteenth
century and, like many other emancipation movements
at the time, matured at the beginning of the twentieth
century. Jewish pioneers had already moved to Palestine

in smaller numbers from about 1850. At that time
Palestine was still part of the great Ottoman Empire. To
live in Palestine, money was needed. The Jews bought
land from Arab landowners and established small
settlements there. From there they began to develop the
land, which at that time was either very dry or swampy.
As Zionism gained momentum, resistance increased as
well, and the need arose to defend themselves against
hostile Arabs. It took huge investments to make the land
fertile and proﬁtable. The Jews who had moved to Eretz
Israel, the ‘Land of Israel’ as pioneers, could not pay these
costs themselves. That’s why they called on their friends
and family in Europe to support them. That support
turned out to be huge.

Jewish National Fund
As Zionism gained more momentum, it also became
more organised. In 1901, the Jewish National Fund was
established, an organisation that bought land in Palestine
so that Jews could settle there. Aﬀorestation projects and
agricultural businesses were also set up through the
Jewish National Fund.
Where did all that money come from? The Jewish
National Fund would organise events where they would
talk about Zionism and its progress in Eretz Israel. In
addition, they distributed donation boxes that were
placed in people’s homes, as well as in Jewish institutions.
Hundreds of thousands of Jews all over the world were
saving and raising money for the Jewish National Fund,
and in that way giving wings to Zionism.

Immanuel
By Kees de Vreugd

Biblical Names

Jews were not the only ones being charitable when the state of Israel was
founded. This photo from 1949 shows how local Arabs came to help the
Jews with the construction of kibbutz Yasu, near Akko. | Photo: GPO

The meaning of the name Immanuel is
given to us in Matthew 1:23: “God with
us”. Matthew cites the prophecy of
Isaiah as being fulfilled with the birth of
Jesus: “Behold, a virgin will be with
child and bear a son, and she will call His
name Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14)
Isaiah was prophesying when the king of
Aram (Assyria), together with the king of
Israel, comprising the ten tribes of Israel,

Keren Hayesod
In 1920 a new organisation was added: Keren Hayesod,
“The Foundation Fund”. In addition to the Jewish
National Fund, Keren Hayesod used the funds that were

surrounded Jerusalem but they failed to
take the city. The king of Judah, Ahaz,
was invited to ask for a sign from the
Lord. But with a show of piety, he refused
to do so. Then the Lord Himself gave a
sign: a young woman will be pregnant
with a prince. She will call him Immanuel.
The circumstances in which the young
Immanuel would grow up do not seem
to be very hopeful. But in Isaiah 8:8 and
10, we see that just as the armies of the
enemy sweep over Judah; “God is with

raised to lay the groundwork of the Jewish State as it was
being formed. For example, these funds were used to
establish the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and the ﬁrst
Israeli bank. Keren Hayesod was also committed to
housing refugees from Germany following the rise of the
Nazi Party in the 1930s. After the establishment of the
Jewish Agency in 1929, Keren Hayesod became its
fundraising arm.

Helping Each Other
When the State of Israel was proclaimed in 1948, it was
the result of the dedication of countless people who gave
unconditionally from a value of helping and loving your
neighbour. And this value of charity did not end there,
but only ﬂourished in the Jewish State. Over the years,
hundreds of thousands of Jewish refugees from the Arab
world have found refuge in Israel. The Jewish Agency,
Keren Hayesod and the Jewish National Fund have
continued and are still to
this day committed to
helping new Jewish
immigrants with great
love and dedication,
welcoming them with
language learning
programs, and ﬁnding
work and housing. It
doesn’t matter where
they come from. Eastern
Europe, India, Ethiopia.
Everyone is being helped
because helping each
A donation box for the
other, charity, is part of
Jewish National Fund.
Israel’s DNA.
| Photo: Jewish Museum Sydney

us”, that is, with Judah and its king.
What this means, we find explained very
clearly in a different context, in 2
Chronicles 13:12a: “Now behold, God is
with us (Hebrew: immanu) at our head.”
God is leading as the actual army
commander and is Himself fighting for
Jerusalem.
That is the background to Immanuel:
God fighting for the city He has chosen.
And God is the real king of His people.
The Davidic kingship is a reflection of

God’s kingship.
Matthew connects that name and
prophecy to the annunciation of the
birth of Jesus. It is about the hope and
expectation of Israel: in Messiah Jesus,
God is standing up for His people and
His city. Something of an echo of this
name I hear at the end of the Gospel
when the apostles are sent on behalf of
Israel to all nations: “And lo, I am with
you.”
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Short News
‘Private’ Sabbath Bus
Budget Approved

The Tel Aviv municipality has approved
an initial budget for operating public
transportation on the Sabbath. Under the
plan, a few cities in the greater Tel Aviv
area, among them Givatayim, Ramat
Hasharon, and Kiryat Ono, will operate a
shared transportation system on the
Sabbath. These cities are calling on other
cities to join them in expanding this
system. The network of interurban routes
to be operated is a private travel service
of the municipality; passengers will not
be charged, and the local authorities
therefore have jurisdiction over t he
service, not the central government. It is
therefore not considered a ‘local public
transport’, which is prohibited in Israel on
Shabbat. | Photo: Globes

Sensor Technology
Combats Oil Pollution
“Oil is one of the most common
pollutants in the world,” says Ran Pelta,
PhD at Tel Aviv University. The
acquisition of information about the
earth’s surface by remote sensing is now
possible by the reﬂectivity of physical
matter. Scientists have developed an
algorithm that identiﬁes the type of
pollutant according to its reﬂectance
spectrum and then maps it to show the
impacted area. A remote sensor, which
provides high-resolution data on soil
contaminants, can be mounted on
drones or satellites to ﬁnd oil leaks in
real-time and thus reduce consequential
damage to nature and the environment.

Hospital Bedding
Germ-Resistant

Hospital bed sheets and patient gowns
are a major conduit for transferring
dangerous bacteria estimated to infect
millions of patients per year. Professors
from Bar-Ilan University have developed
a new way to bacteria-proof the fabrics
used in a hospital, by using ultrasound
waves to induce a physical
phenomenon known as ‘cavitation,’ in
which rapid changes of pressure in a
liquid lead to the formation of tiny
vapor-ﬁlled cavities. Antibacterial
chemicals can then be propelled onto
the molecular structure of the fabric at
tremendous speed. | Photo: Shutterstock

Walk through the Land

The Coastal Plain

Panoramic view of sunset over the Mediterranean Sea from Carmel Mounts. Haifa. Israel. | Photo: Shutterstock

n Kameel Majdali
Director | Teach All Nations Inc.

We are in part 2 of the ‘Walk through the
Land Series.’ The goal is ﬁrstly, to help you
understand the Bible better by learning
about the land where most of the events
in the Bible occurred, and secondly, to
help you gain more beneﬁt from your
next holy land tour.
Last time, we focused on the Sea of
Galilee, the most famous body of water in
the world. In this article, we introduce
you to the coastal plain.
The plain starts in the south at the Besor
River or Nahal Besor (‘river’ or ‘river bed’ is
called nahal), south of Gaza. It extends in a
North-South direction 193 km or 120 miles
to the Lebanese border at Rosh Haniqra. In
1,800 years of history, ancient Israel only
controlled the coastal plain for 150 years.
Yet, it plays an important role in the land
and history of the Bible.
In general, unlike much of the country,
the coastal plain is well-watered. It
receives 400 to 640 cm (16 to 25 inches) of
rainfall annually. It is graced with fertile
alluvial soil and rolling hills.

The International Highway
The land of the Bible is a ‘land-bridge’
between 3 continents. On its eastern side
of Philistia, approximately 16 km inland, is
the strategic Afro-Eurasian international
highway. This road connects Egypt and
Africa with Syria, Assyria, Babylon and
beyond. You literally cannot travel by land
from Africa to Asia except by coming
through this little land. As such, the land
bridge was a tempting target and coveted
prize for great powers of old, thus making
the promised land a rope in a geopolitical
tug-o-war game over the centuries.
Yet, despite its straight and simple terrain,
travel on the international highway could
be challenging with sand dunes, the
Yarkon River which ﬂows to and through
Tel Aviv, and the low-lying areas that get
marshy during the winter rain.
Though the international highway has been
closed since the birth of Israel in 1948, it has
an important prophetic role in the future.
Isaiah 19:23-24 declares: In that day there
shall be a highway out of Egypt to Assyria, the
Assyrian shall come into Egypt, and the
Egyptian into Assyria and the Egyptians shall
serve with the Assyrians. In that day Israel

shall be the third with Egypt and with Assyria,
even a blessing in the midst of the land.

The Sand and the Sea
Here is an example of how geography
inﬂuences history.
The coastal plain south of Haifa and
Mount Carmel is very straight, with tiny
sand-choked inlets. Where does the sand
come from? Answer: The Sahara Desert.
The Nile River carries the sand into the
Nile Delta, where it ﬂows into the
Mediterranean Sea. The sea current
carries it in a counter-clockwise direction
and deposits sand on the northern coast
of Sinai, the Gaza Strip, and Israel’s coastal
plain all the way to Mount Carmel.
Carmel is not a single peak but a mountain
range, known as ‘The Carmel.’ Carmel juts
into the Mediterranean at Haifa, resembling
an ‘antelope’s nose,’ as the ancient Egyptians
called it. This promontory of Carmel serves
a very important purpose: it is a barrier that
prevents the Sahara sand going further
north.
That’s why the coastal plain north of
Carmel has viable natural ports not ﬁlled
with Sahara sand, such as in Acre, Tyre,
Sidon, and Byblos. No wonder the
Phoenicians were the great maritime
nation of antiquity. South of Carmel there
were no suitable ports and the Israelites
focused on agriculture.
For our purposes, we will divide the
coastal plain into three parts:
1.The Plain of Philistia (south);
2.The Plain of Sharon (centre);
3.The Plain of Acre (north).
Though all three subregions are
important parts of the coastal plain, they
all have their unique distinctives which
make their individual histories very
diﬀerent. For example, the Plain of
Philistia houses the 5 Philistine cities:
Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Ekron, and Gath.
Thus, it was well inhabited and had access
to decent agriculture. The neighbouring
region to the north, the Plain of Sharon,
was diﬀerent: it was sparsely inhabited,
with limited agriculture, and was much
neglected in the Old Testament period.
The Plain of Acre, separated from the rest
of the coast by The Carmel, related more
to the Phoenicians than Israel.

Plain of Philistia
From the Besor River northward to Jaﬀa

and the Yarkon River, the Plain of Philistia
is 80 kilometres (50 miles) North-South
and 16 to 40 km (10-25 miles) East-West.
Rainfall is 400-510 mm (16 to 20 inches)
annually. The coastline is totally straight
and the land ﬂat, except for sand dunes
and kurkar ridges. The red soil of the
Plain of Sharon and the alluvial loess soil
from the Negev, combined with the
rainfall, produces grain, melons, and
citrus groves (think of ‘Jaﬀa oranges’).
The northern region of the Philistine
plain, between the Yarkon River and
Aijalon, is called the Plain of Ono
(Nehemiah 6:2), otherwise known as the
‘Valley of Craftsmen’ (Nehemiah 11:35),
recognising that the Philistines were
workers of iron. Now there was no smith
found throughout all the land of Israel: for
the Philistines said, Lest the Hebrews make
them swords or spears: But all the Israelites
went down to the Philistines, to sharpen
every man his share, and his coulter, and his
axe, and his mattock (I Samuel 13:19-20).
Around the time Israel settled in the land
on the east, the Philistines came from
Captor from the west, namely the Aegean
Sea region. Amos 9:7 conﬁrms this: Have I
not brought up Israel out of the land of
Egypt? and the Philistines from Caphtor, and
the Syrians from Kir?
Once these two peoples met, it was ‘war at
ﬁrst sight.’ The Philistines were ﬁerce
enemies of the Israelites, especially during
the days the judges, Saul and David.
Though the name ‘Philistines’ implies
uncivilised, in reality they were an
advanced people in ironworks. Their
drawback was the worship of false gods,
like Dagon and Baalzebub. Famous
encounters include Samson’s one-man
war with the Philistines, David’s victory
over Goliath, Saul’s defeat and death by
the Philistines on Mount Gilboa, and
David’s constant battles and victories.
Afterwards, we hear little about them
except for occasional references by the
minor prophets. They eventually
disappeared from history while the people
of Israel continue until this day.
Apology from the Managing Editor:
In the October issue, the title for part 1
of this series was incorrect. The title
printed said: ‘Infamous Body of Water.’
It should have read ‘Most Famous Body
of Water in the World’.
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A Long Way Home
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After you think about it for a while, it is quite
exceptional: knowing that there is a country in the world
where you can always go to–or better–can return to.
Israel’s gates are wide open for everyone who is Jewish.
But why would you exchange one country for another?
For Jews, this is not something obvious. Sometimes they
don’t even know they have that choice–sometimes–it
takes almost a whole lifetime before they take the plunge.
Others just do not have the possibility of making the long
journey. Others just deliberately choose to stay put.
1. When we ﬁrst meet a Jewish person in Ukraine, our
ﬁrst oﬀer of help is to supply urgently needed food. This
is oﬀered whether somebody intends to go to Israel or
not. Each food parcel contains a ﬂyer, in case there are
questions, or if help is needed they know where to reach
us.
2. For those who are curious about what Israel has to
oﬀer, there are seminars and fairs. In one day, you can
learn quite a lot about Israel: what are the job
opportunities, do they have good schools, can I bring my
dog, can I return to Ukraine to visit my relatives?
3. Koen Carlier leads the Ukrainian team. He speaks with
people, explains what he knows about the return to Israel
from the Bible, encourages people and is always ready to
help with advice and counsel.

4. And when people decide–sometimes after years of
deliberation–that they want to go to Israel, there is an
interview at the Israeli embassy or consulate. We oﬀer
transport to and from the interviews for those who want
to attend.
5. When the day of departure has ﬁnally come we collect
the people. They leave Ukraine with only a few bags, but
with a lot of memories.
6. Close to departure while at the airport with all the
luggage, there is an intense awareness among the people

“See, I will bring them from
the land of the north and
gather them from the ends
of the earth. Among them
will be the blind and the
lame, expectant mothers
and women in labour; a
great throng will return.”
(Jeremiah 31:8)

that they are about to embark on an entirely new chapter
in their lives which will materialise after they set foot on
Israeli soil.
7. Nataliya Krizhanovski, one of Christians for Israel
Aliyah ﬁeldworkers in Ukraine, helps a man who cannot
walk, to make aliyah. It is moments like these that so
strongly remind you of Jeremiah 31:8.
8. That ﬁrst foot on Israeli soil – even if it is the concrete
of the Tel Aviv airport – is one of the most impressive
moments of coming home to Israel. Finally home!
9. Your Israeli passport is waiting. Now we only have to
ﬁnd the right person belonging to the correct passport.
10. Home! Family embracing you. Tears of happiness.
Reunited with the people you love and the country you
dreamed of.
11. Studying will be necessary. English may be spoken
throughout the world but Hebrew is the oﬃcial language
here. And you start at the back – Hebrew is read and
written from right to left.
12. Much learning is required to bring them up to
standard now that they are building a new life in Israel.
Ethiopia and Israel may not be so far apart as the crow
ﬂies but as far as culture and the standard of education is
concerned, there is a diﬀerence like night and day.
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Masha Will Be Alone this Winter
in
inter
“I am especially happy
with the tea. It’s so nice
and warm, that’s why I
love to drink it.”
-Masha

‘When there’s no more water coming
from the faucet, it is the fault of the
Jews’. It shows how deeply rooted the
hatred of Jews is here.
Unfortunately, it doesn’t end with
‘innocent’ songs. In the past year,
several Jewish cemeteries were
defaced with paint and destroyed,
while statues were erected for antiSemitic national heroes from the
past.

You
ou can donate by ﬁlling
out the coupon.
On behalf of the Jewish
ewish
community,, thank you
for your support!

One food parcel cont

In these fearful times, the visits we
make are a tremendous
encouragement for Jews. Especially
for the elderly, who are often lonely
because their families were
murdered during the Holocaust.

n Koen Carlier
Aliyah Fieldworker | Ukraine

Will You Help Masha?
Food Parcel Campaign 2019-2020
In Ukraine, thousands of elderly Jewish people still live in
great poverty in cities and rural areas. They often live in
dreadful conditions, like Masha in the photo. It’s cold in her
clay house, but she warmly welcomes us. The food parcels
we bring are desperately needed to get through the winter.
With your help, we hope to put together 30,000 food
parcels this winter and distribute them to Jewish families
and Holocaust survivors. Will you help?

Poverty Among Jews in Ukraine
In Ukraine, there is an old folk song that starts with

For example, I recently visited an
elderly lady, together with my good
friend Rabbi
Mendel Cohen from Mariupol in
Eastern Ukraine. After the visit, the
rabbi said: “She has been lonely all her
life, but now she can die knowing that
people are praying for her.”

ains:

1kg flour
1kg rice
1kg sugar
2kg macaroni
1kg grits
1kg porridge
1 tin of peas
1 tin of corn
1 tin of fish
1 tin of chicken
500g oats
1L cooking oil
70g coffee
1 pack of tea

At each and every visit, we testify of
God’s faithfulness to His people Israel,
and of the promises He makes in the
Bible. Promises about hope and the
return of the Jewish people to Israel!
Will you help? One food parcel costs
NZ $17. We can get the products for
a good price because the wholesale
company knows that we use them
for a good cause.

Koen Carlier: “The plan is to deliver 30,000 food parcels this winter. Your contribution is so important.”

YES! I Want to Support Christians for Israel
CHRISTIANS FOR ISRAEL NZ MINISTRY
o My donation for ministry costs, print & post

DONATION
$.....................

SOCIAL WELFARE PROJECTS

TEACHING RESOURCES

QTY

PRICE

FREE Jerusalem 50 Years Magazine with any purchase (December 2019 or while stocks last)
o Why Israel? (Trilogy Book Set) Christmas Special - Half Price

............. $30.00

o Emergency Food Parcels Ukraine - $17 each

$.....................

o Israel 70 Years Magazine Receive Jerusalem 50th Anniversary - FREE

............. $25.00

o First Baptist Church Bethlehem

$....................

o Israel on Trial (Book) by Andrew Tucker Christmas Special - Save 20%

.............. $39.95

o Hineni - Soup Kitchen

$....................

o Holocaust Survivors - “I’m not Alone”

$.....................

o Christian Friends of Israeli Communities (CFOIC) $.....................
o For Zion’s Sake

$....................

o Israel Alzheimer’s Centre: Bladder Scanner

$....................

ALIYAH - BRING THE JEWS HOME

th

o Jerusalem 50 Anniversary (One-oﬀ Collector’s Magazine) Save 50%

............. $12.50

o The Signs of the Times (Book) by Willem JJ Glashouwer NEW

.............. $19.95

o Israel: Covenants & Kingdom (Book) by Willem JJ Glashouwer Save $5

............. $10.00

o Why Israel? (Book) o Why Jerusalem? (Book) o Why End Times? (Book) ............. $20.00 ea
o Why Israel? (DVD) o Why Jerusalem? (DVD) o Why End Times? (DVD)

............. $25.00 ea

o Why Israel? Study Guides (Trilogy Study Guide Set) Save $14

............. $28.00

o Why Israel? (Book, DVD & Study Guide)

............. $35.00

o One person (Ukraine) - $300

$.....................

o One family (Ukraine) (5 people) - $1250

$.....................

o One bus (Ukraine) (25 people) - $6250

$.....................

o Why Jerusalem? (Book, DVD & Study Guide)

............. $35.00

o First Home in the Homeland

$.....................

o Why End Times? (Book, DVD & Study Guide)

............. $35.00

o Bnei Menashe (India) (1 person) - $1460

$....................

Please add $5.50 for postage (or $9.40 for rural postage) $................

TOTAL DONATION $....................

TOTAL $...............

COMPLETE FORM & POST WITH CHEQUE OR EMAIL TO:
Christians for Israel New Zealand
PO Box 12006, Penrose, Auckland 1642. Ph: 09 525 7564
Internet Banking: Bank Account No: 03 0166 0834515 000
Ref: Your name & donation purpose
Please confirm by emailing info@c4israel.org.nz

Name: _______________________________________
Address: ________________________________________
________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________
Email:

________________________________________

NEW ZEALAND
N.B. Donation statements are generated annually at the
end of the financial year. Christians for Israel NZ does not
currently qualify for charitable status. However, we are
reviewing our application this year.

