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Beersheba & Balfour

Welcome to the latest 
edition of Israel and 
Christians Today. As this 
paper goes out across the 
country, and across the 
world, thousands of 
people are travelling to 
Israel to take part in the 

various centenary celebrations and 
commemorations coming up in October 
and November. First up is the centennial 
of the Battle of Beersheba, a battle in 
which Australian and New Zealand 
soldiers played such a significant part in 
support of the British Army, followed by 
the centennials of the Balfour Declaration, 
the Battle of Gaza, and the battle of Ayun 
Kara. We are pleased to bring you some 
great articles on these battles, in this 
paper. At these and other 
commemorations, New Zealanders and 
our Australian cousins will be remembered 
alongside British, Indian and other soldiers 
who fought to liberate what is now Israel, 
from the control of the Ottoman Empire. 
It is sobering to learn of the many young 
soldiers who fought, the many who were 
injured, and the many more that died in 
that foreign land. Whilst a sad reflection 
on the tragedy that is war, there is also 
some pride at the amazing achievements 
of those young men, especially those of 
our own country. Standing on the tel at 
Beersheba earlier this year we saw several 
signs clearly showing the ‘Anzac trail’, the 
list of battles that contributed 
immeasurably to the liberation of the land 
that is now, once again, Israel.

When pondering the tragedy of war, the 
seemingly senseless loss of virtually a 
whole generation of New Zealanders, it is 
sometimes hard to understand why we 
would commemorate such bloodshed. As 
a New Zealander, I believe it is not by 
chance that it was our soldiers – from 
about as far away as possible – who played 
such a pivotal role in these battles. In 
conjunction with Britain and her other 
allies, you could suggest we helped ‘rescue’ 
the Holy Land, allowing ultimately for the 
rebuilding and restoration of Israel, and 
the fulfilment of prophecy as Jews from all 
around the world make aliyah back to the 
Promised Land. It is therefore so much 
more frustrating when we see New 
Zealand now almost turning its back on 
Israel. We watch as so many countries are 
now prepared to believe a fictitious, 
rewritten history, and so openly condemn 
Israel and her every move. Diplomats and 
politicians make bold, condemning 
statements, it appears deliberately trying 
to de-stabilise the only stable democracy 
in the Middle East.

New Zealanders recently took to the polls 
to express their preference for our 
government for the next three years. In an 
unusual outcome, the entire country now 
waits in anticipation as talks take place 
behind closed doors. Having voted and 
expressed their choice, the people of New 
Zealand now wait in some sort of ‘limbo’ 
as a small handful of people get to decide 
as to who will govern. Talking to people 
on the street there is uncertainty, even 
nervousness. In industry, there is 

something of a reluctance to commit to 
projects and expenditure until there is 
confirmation of the new government. In 
some ways, the whole process feels a little 
unstable. This reserve, this nervousness, 
feels just a little like that which I have 
seen and experienced in Israel. Dealing 
with the day-to-day politics of running a 
country, let alone the very real and 
constant physical threat from many of the 
immediate surrounding countries must be 
a huge challenge.

So what do we do in the meantime? The 
Bible tells us to pray; pray for those who 
are our government, for those put in 
positions of authority over us. Readers of 
our newsletter (ReflectioNZ) will have 
seen the results of the research carried out 
by the Israel Institute of NZ, into the 
positions held by the various political 
leaders with regards to our relationship 

with Israel. Pray for those who will form 
our government that, as well as being the 
right people to run our country, they may 
have a right attitude towards Israel. Pray 
also for Israel, for those who govern her 
people. Just like our own political leaders, 
they may not always get things totally 
right, but we must pray nevertheless. 
There are so many reasons why we should 
pray for Israel, but this month we pause 
for a moment to reflect on the unique 
vested interest we have; for the hundreds 
of New Zealanders whose blood was shed 
in those desert sands, or whose bodies lie 
in the ground in the Holy Land.

Thanks for joining us this edition. We 
trust you will enjoy the various articles, 
reminding us of our special connection 
with the land of Israel.
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Yad Vashem Seminar Reflection
By Jonathan Dutton, Head of Drama, Mahurangi College

The following story continues from our 
reflections in the August issue and is the 
last of our teachers who signed up to 
attend the Yad Vashem seminar in January 
this year.

I signed up for this trip to Yad Vashem 
because I thought the holocaust would be 
a rich context to base a drama devising 
unit around. I had studied the Holocaust 
in high school and more recent years had 
learnt a bit more through books I had read 
or documentaries I had seen on the 
subject. It was only in the few months 
leading up to the trip, as I began reading 
through the recommended readings that I 
began to realise how little I really knew.

The main problem I faced when I 
returned to my school in February was 
not how I was going to implement what I 
had learnt into my teaching but how to 
adequately answer the question many of 
my colleagues asked me, “How was 
Israel?”. A recap of the topics of the 
lectures, the stories we heard from 
survivors, and the exhibits and memorials 
at Yad Vashem never seemed to do justice 
to what we learnt, felt and witnessed 
when we were there. It was also 
discouraging to find that in most cases 
the response from colleagues, friends and 
family was simply “Oh yes, the Holocaust 
is such a sad and horrible thing” or “That 
must have been emotionally draining and 
difficult to sit through three weeks of 
that!” 

While the Holocaust is horrible and 
aspects of the course were difficult I 
believe these comments sum up the 
narrow understanding that many New 
Zealanders have of the Holocaust. This 
perhaps also highlights the common 
understanding of an attitude towards the 
Holocaust in New Zealand education. Yad 
Vashem offers something different. They 
taught me about people who had a 
culture, a religion, a history. People who 
went on hikes like me, who enjoyed music 
like me, who watched and acted in plays 
like me. People who suffered greatly but 
also who loved greatly. What makes this 
course stand out is that instead of 
focussing on ‘blaming the Nazi’s’ we were 
taught how to empathise with the victims, 
the Jewish people. This is probably the 
biggest thing that I will take back to my 
classroom, and that will influence the 
approach I take to Holocaust education in 
the future.

Not only was the content of the course 
incredibly valuable but I was also impacted 
by the pedagogy and teaching philosophy 
of Yad Vashem and those who taught us. 
They were incredibly engaging, were 
happy to answer all of our questions and 
demonstrated how to approach the topics 
covered both with sensitivity and honesty. 
The concept of ‘safely in, safely out’ will 
have a big impact on my teaching and unit 
planning and was something we all 
experienced first hand while at the centre. 

One of the standout 
moments for me was 
when, after hearing 
survivor testimonies, 
we were reminded that 
we are now the 
messengers. Now that 
we know what they 
have been through we 
were the ones who had 
to carry these stories to 
our schools. This was a 
reminder that as 
teachers we have a 
responsibility not just 
to ensure the human 
stories of survival, loss 
and sacrifice are not 
forgotten. As we lose 
more survivors over the 
year experiences such 
as this and the work of 
Yad Vashem, the 
Holocaust Centre of 
New Zealand and 
similar organisations 
around the world 
become even more 
important.

This year I will be working on a devised 
drama unit on ‘Life in the Ghettos’ with 
my Year 12-13. I intend that through this 
unit the students will also see that as 
performers and stories tellers they too are 
messengers and have a responsibility 

towards those whose stories they are 
telling. My hope is also that they will learn 
another side of the Holocaust and be 
challenged to think more about 
discrimination and anti-Semitism in the 
world today.

ISRAEL 
FOCUS GROUP

www.israelfocusgroup.co.nz

Working Holiday Visa in Israel
Have you ever dreamed of travelling and working in the Holy Land? Have you wanted to experience the 

Israeli way of life? If you are between 18-30 years of age, this is your chance!

Ÿ Take a stroll through the Old City of Jerusalem... perhaps bargain with a shop 
owner for a few shekels less.

Ÿ Party hard in Tel Aviv, the city that never sleeps. Tel Aviv is rated by the Lonely 
Planet guide as the third best city in the world.

Ÿ Surf, scuba dive with dolphins, jeep trek or simply lie back and enjoy the 
beautiful Eilat sun.

Ÿ Read a newspaper while floating in the Dead Sea, or cover yourself with world 
renowned therapeutic mud.

Only 200 place are available each year so contact the Embassy of 
Israel in New Zealand today to secure the experience of a lifetime!

Embassy of Israel in New Zealand
Level 13 | Bayleys Building | 36 Brandon St | PO Box 25485 | Wellington

Ph: 04 439 9500 | Email: info@wellington.mfa.gov.il
www.embassies.gov.il/wellington

Party, travel, club and work your way around the Holy Land of 
Israel, the oldest travel destination in the world.
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Remembering the ANZAC’s in Israel
By Joanna Moss, NZ Friends of Israel, Wellington

For many Kiwis in Israel circles the 
name Beersheba, if they have heard of it 
at all, was all about the Australians and 
everyone else is irrelevant. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. Walking 
through the rows and rows of graves of 
British fusiliers and yeomanry in the 
Commonwealth War Graves (CWG) 
cemetery in Beersheba puts it into 
perspective and reminds us that the 
campaign was essentially British, and we 
the ANZAC nations, were small cogs in 
the overall scheme. Each nation played 
its part according to the plan. It is a 
reminder that God has a plan, and he 
uses both the small and the great.

We can see God’s hand in the use of the 
gentile nations for the restoration of 
Israel in two stages in both World Wars. 
In WW1 the issue was preparing the 
land for the return of the Jews by driving 
out the occupants, and in WW2, it was 
about protecting the land and the Jews 
for both current and future occupation. 

Britain was given a key role to play based 
on the faithfulness of the forefathers 
who got the revelation that the Jews 
were coming back into the land and 
engaged in fervent prayer, worship and 
intercession for this to come to pass. All 
night prayer meetings were held, the 
charity was given, and the gospel to the 
Jews was not neglected either. To them, 
the return of the Jews to the land meant 
the sure, soon return of the Lord. Times 
were urgent; the gospel must go out to 
the ends of the Earth. Perhaps we should 
also consider why God used our ANZAC 
nations in this plan, and not, say, others.

The more we delve into the hardship of 
our ANZAC soldiers, the more we 
recognise what a great sacrifice they 
made, even to the point of death. 
Rations were meagre and monotonous. 
Water was scarce. Blistering heat and 
endless sand on the one hand and biting 
cold on the other. But the sacrifice did 
not stop there. It was also a great cost to 
our nation, with men being taken away 
from building up colonial NZ. With an 
incredible 10% of the population serving 
in WW1. Then there was the personal 

contribution, the giving of their best 
years, the health and welfare 
consequences, not to mention the loss 
of men resulting in more widows and 
more spinsters and more fatherless 
children. We have not ever had to make 
a sacrifice at that level.

For many mounted riflemen, they were 
plucked from rural life and given a Bible 
as a farewell gift from the community. 
Little did they realise that they would 
see the sights straight from the Bible – 
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Joppa and Jericho 
and even Beersheba where Abraham 
made a covenant. How strange it must 
have been to them to have gone across 
the world and seen these biblical sights, 
walked in the steps of Jesus and fought 
for the land, considering these soldiers 
had probably only ever travelled short 
distances back home. 

The campaign changed dramatically 
when General Allenby, a devout 
Plymouth Brethren took over. He 
navigated with a Bible atlas and insisted 
upon instructing the troops on the 
biblical significance of each place. The 
Official NZMR history is laced with 
biblical references, unlike anything we 
read today.  What would it have been 
like to come home and tell family and 
friends all about the sights and smells of 
the Holy Lands? Did they sow into NZ a 
divine connection that we the 
supporters of Israel are now reaping or 
at least coming to understand? It is 
interesting to note that the Israel 
support groups are strongest in areas 
where the Mounted Riflemen who 
fought in Israel came from. Would they 
be pleased that we are making modern 
connections?

So how are we to honour their sacrifice 
given that we live in a different era, and 
most people have no connection to the 
modern military, let alone actual 
soldiers? If God required that of them, 
what is He saying to us today? Can we 
learn from them? What does their 
sacrifice mean to God and us? What 
about the prayers and assistance of 
those who stayed behind in NZ? They 
made a sacrifice too.

I began this journey when I heard the 
cry of the ANZAC soldiers in my spirit. 
They cried out, “We have been 
forgotten”. Looking at the Visitor’s Book 
inside the NZ Chapel in the Jerusalem 
CWG cemetery only confirms that cry. 
There are very few entries. How much 
more so in the cemeteries in Gaza! The 
same applies to annual 
commemorations, just a handful of 
Kiwis. Beersheba commemorations this 
year are likely to be no different.

But all of us can remember those who 
fought in prayer and deed. We can find 
out about those who fought and died 
from our areas and give thanks for them. 
We can reconnect those who have lost 
the Israel connections. Maybe we can 
discover who they were as people and 
what happened to them. A total of 246 
of our men lie buried in Israel. But many 
more served. Many lie in places with 
names that are very familiar to each of 
us. Sadly many of the veterans’ children 
are dead themselves or in some cases 
never were as the men were unmarried. 
As a result, a whole line was cut off. 
They remain just a grainy black and 
white image in an old photo. 

Tragically the military records of our 
soldiers are patchy, and many enlisted 
far away from their families as they 
sought and found work elsewhere in 
NZ. Why not pick a soldier or two to 

remember? Ask God to show you and be 
led by the Spirit. If Britain was given a 
key role to play based on the faithfulness 
of the forefathers about 100 years 
earlier, what role might we be given 
based on the faithfulness of our ANZAC 
forefathers? What does a call to 
remembrance entail? Does our location 
at the ‘Ends of the Earth’, the furthest 
land point from Jerusalem (as mentioned 
in scripture), have any meaning? Ditto, 
the capture of Jaffa from where the 
gospel was sent out to the world? Did 
our soldiers, by their actions, answer the 
call and express the gratitude we have 
for the gift of the Bible and our rich 
heritage as a Judeo-Christian country?

Our soldiers fought in the Middle East 
in World Wars 1&2. But it did not end 
there. We have been engaged in the 
Sinai from 1982 onwards, starting 
incredibly on ANZAC Day in the 
Multinational Forces and Observers 
(MFO) and UN peace-keeping roles, 
retracing the steps of earlier ANZACs.

On 31 October it will not be about ‘Ra Ra 
Beersheba’ and the last great charge in 
military history. It will be about sacrifice 
and mourning, honouring and 
breakthrough and for us, the 
contribution made by people from the 
uttermost ends of the Earth who were 
working out His glorious plan. God 
Defend New Zealand.

Inside NZ Chapel in the Jerusalem CWG Cemetery

A grave of an Australian Light Horse Soldier at Jerusalem CWG Cemetery

Calvary at Battle of Beersheba 1917
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Overview of the Campaign for the ANZAC Forces
Following the tragic loss at Gallipoli, the 
New Zealanders re-grouped in Egypt. 
Many of the regiments had been 
decimated and needed reinforcements 
who had to be trained in desert 
conditions. Turkey, buoyed by the 
success at Gallipoli, decided to try to 
take the Suez Canal. Essentially the Sinai 
Palestine campaign was about protecting 
the Suez Canal and pushing the Turks 
back across the Sinai and northwards 
through Israel, Jordan and Syria. 

Those enlisted were primarily provincial 
men from the Auckland, Wellington and 
Canterbury Mounted Rifles (Otago MR 
went to the Western Front) plus 
machine gunners and signalers; Kiwis 
enlisted in the Imperial Camel Corps 
and service staff such as vets, medics, 
admin and kitchen staff. Some had even 
been born in Australia and were working 
in NZ highlighting the mixed nature of 
the ANZAC forces. The Mounteds 
brought their own horses with them or 
used remounts and were responsible for 
their care throughout, creating a close 
relationship. Generally, Mounteds 
engage in short duration attack 

campaigns over large areas. When they 
dismount they function as infantrymen 
with bayonets in hand-to-hand combat. 
Admission to the NZMR ranks required 
passing a test of superior horse skills, so 
many were country rather than city folk. 
Men had to be ready for challenging 
rides and long marches in the dark 
without falling off!

SINAI PHASE: 

 January 1916 - October 1917 
 Gaza Campaign March-April

ISRAEL PHASE: 
 October 1917 – March 1918 
 Beersheba, over to Bethlehem and 
 Jericho and Jordan Valley

EAST BANK: 

 March - September 1918 
 September war ends. 
 Retreat to Jericho April 1918

BACK TO EGYPT: 

 December 1918 - July 1919 
 Final departure

These troops endured unbelievable 
hardship in harsh conditions, both 
extremely hot and freezing cold, not 

helped by a cheap and unsuitable 
uniform. They were plucked from 
gentle, temperate, green NZ into a 
desert of endless sand and sunshine and 
little else. Their diet was appalling and 
consisted of monotonous tins of bully 
beef and tasteless biscuits as hard as dog 
biscuits, mixed with whatever shipment 
of jams NZ could send, washed down 
with tea and some sugar. 

Flies were an ever-present problem. 
Their physical conditions deteriorated 
markedly until the point they could 
barely fight, and wounds did not heal. 

In the Jordan Valley, the weakened 
soldiers contracted malaria, and many 
died. Water was always in short supply 
and bathing was impossible for long 
periods, resulting in lice and skin 
infections.

This campaign was vastly different to 
the Western Front. There were only 14 
major battles representing less than 1% 
of the time, and we won seven and lost 
seven. Most of the time was spent 
patrolling the land and training. 
Boredom was a real problem. Following 
the battle of Ayun Kara on 14 November 
1917, NZ liberated Rishon Le Zion and 
established a camp nearby that lasted for 
more than a year. In gratitude, the locals 
built a monument to the soldiers who 
made the ultimate sacrifice. 

This is why Rishon LeZion is so 
important to New Zealand. 

Our troops spent many months in the 
camp training and resting. During that 
time they got to know the locals and 
worked on the farms. These friendships 
endured after the war.

Rounding up the prisoners after taking the Tel - 31 October 1917

19 October 2017 will be the beginning of 
an action-packed few weeks for Kiwis 
going to ANZAC Israel 
commemorations. 

Upper Hutt artist Rebecca Holden’s 
‘Sand in the Apricot Jam’ will open for six 
months at the Museum of Rishon Le 
Zion, alongside another called 
‘Liberation, Tidings and Hope’. The 
second exhibition celebrating the battle 
of Ayun Kara, life in Rishon in 1917 and 
the friendship between the Kiwis and 
the settlers. Rishon Le Zion means first 
to Zion and was established in 1882. It 
has a famous history, and the 
preservation of the historic central area 
as a working museum means visitors can 
see what the ANZAC’s saw. It will be an 
opportunity to cement ties. 

The official opening will be on 30 
October with New Zealand government, 

diplomatic and military dignitaries. Also 
on 30 October, the Australians will 
salute the Kiwis for their role in securing 
Tel Sheva and opening up the plain for 
the famous Australian charge. 

The main commemorations happen on 
31 October with many different 
ceremonies including a charge re-
enactment. Ours will be at Tel Sheva, 
5kms outside the city. Don Moore from 
Nelson will be one of the charge riders. 

Around 3,000 Australians are coming 
over to remember the Beersheba battle; 
such is the place this battle holds in the 
hearts and minds of Australians. Sadly 
the ANZAC museum on the grounds of 
the CWG Cemetery is far from finished. 
But the JNF Australia Trail will be the 
course for a bike ride into the city 
retracing the ride the ANZACs took in 
preparation. 

Once again the Park of the Australian 
soldier will be a focus for informal 
celebrations. A  helpful video on 
Beersheba can be found at 
www.beersheba2017.com.

On 2 November some will head to the 
special NZ Defence Force ceremonies at 
Ramleh CWG Cemetery with a focus on 
the Rarotongan Company and 
Jerusalem’s Mt. Scopus CWG cemetery; 
where they can visit the beautiful New 
Zealand chapel and honour those Kiwis 
who fought. 

Others will be in Tel Aviv at the Balfour 
Declaration Commemorations when 
Britain pledged to work for a Jewish 
homeland. There will also be Armistice 
Day services at both Ramleh and Mt. 
Scopus CWG cemeteries.

14 November will be the main day for 
remembering Ayun Kara, the sole New 
Zealand battle. Commemorations will 
focus on the battle scene near Ness 
Ziona. 

An informal evening is planned for 16 
November to recall the capture of Jaffa 
and the humanitarian work done in the 
town by the Kiwis in the aftermath.

The final event of the year will be in 
early December, remembering the 
handover of Jerusalem to General 
Allenby on 11 December 1917, which was 
held outside Christchurch, Jerusalem, 
opposite the Citadel of David. 
Wellingtonian Louis Salek played a 
historic role in these events. For more 
information or updates, go to 
www.100.govt.nz

ANZAC Israel 1917 Commemorations
The original water well in 
the centre of Rishon LeZion 
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The Kiwis were tasked with taking the 
strategic tel or mound with the ancient 
well of Beersheba outside the town. It 
was a formidable task given that the 
Turks were dug in providing them with 
a clear shot and supported by enemy air 
power. In effect, the Kiwis delayed the 
battle because it took them so long to 
capture Tel Sheva and only with the help 
of the Aussies. But without the tel being 
taken, the charge would not have been 
possible, and so the Kiwis played a 
strategic preparatory role opening up 
the plain for the final victory.

The joy of capturing Beersheba quickly 
dissipated when the wells proved 
insufficient. For the next few weeks, the 
ANZACs were engaged in desperate 
searches for water in and around the 

coastal plain, some dying at the hands of 
Turkish snipers. On 14 November the 
Kiwis pushed north and encountered 
fierce resistance at Ayun Kara, south of 
Tel Aviv. It became their most famous 
battle of the campaign. They formed a 
moving line with the Canterburys in the 
citrus groves to the east, the Wellingtons 
in the middle and the Aucklands near 
the coast. About 50 men died. From 
there the soldiers went into Rishon Le 
Zion and were greeted by enthusiastic 
crowds. They camped beside the famous 
water tower, now the Symbol of Rishon 
LeZion’s museum.

After a day of rest they pushed onto Jaffa 
expecting another big fight, but the 
Turks hearing of Ayun Kara had already 
evacuated the town. What the Kiwis 

found shocked them to the core - 
starving inhabitants and an abandoned 
orphanage filled with severely neglected 

children. The Jaffa mission quickly 
became a humanitarian one.

Three Key Battles for our Kiwi Soldiers

DATE   COMMEMORATION     LOCATION

30 October  Official opening of both ANZAC exhibitions  Rishon Le Zion Museum

31 October  Battle of Beersheba – Charge re-enactment  Beersheba

   Opening ANZAC Museum      

2 November  Balfour Declaration      Tel Aviv
   NZDF honour WW1 dead     Ramleh, Mt Scopus
   Armistice Day      Ramleh
   Armistice Day      Mt Scopus, Jerusalem

14 November  Battle of Ayun Kara (NZ)     Ness Ziona

16 November  Taking of Jaffa by NZ     Jaffa

11 December  Handover of Jerusalem     Citadel of David

What’s Happening in Israel November - December 2017
Soldiers getting ready to fight at Beersheba 1917

The United Nations Resolution monument carries the flags 
of the countries that voted for the establishment of the 
State of Israel in 1948

Wellington professional artist Rebecca 
Holden will exhibit her commemorative 
WW1 exhibition on the NZ Mounted 
Rifles entitled ‘Sand in the Apricot Jam” 
at the Museum of Rishon LeZion in Mid 
October to coincide with the centenary. 
This is the first official NZ WW100 
programme of commemoration in Israel 
and is a coup for New Zealand. Many 
artists dream of exhibiting abroad, but 
very few ever achieve it. 

The exhibition first featured in Upper 
Hutt in 2014. Since then it has been at 
the National Army Museum in Waiouru 
and then the Waikato Museum. Rebecca 
was prompted to paint pictures of the 
campaign out of a sense of lack of 
recognition of the Sinai Palestine 
campaign. Her maternal grandfather 
John (Jack) Culleton fought as part of 
the Waikato Mounteds under the 
Auckland Mounted Rifle banner. 

Rebecca was interviewed by Jesse 
Mulligan on Radio New Zealand 20 
February in which she explains about 
the exhibition’s title an expression used 
by her grandfather and provides more 
details. See www.radionz.co.nz.

In researching her topic, Rebecca drew 
from war history, historical photographs 
and sketched actual soldiers training at 

Trentham Army Camp. Her focus was to 
include various themes, rather than 
painting particular battle scenes. In so 
doing she tells the stories and creates a 
complete visual image of the Sinai 
Palestine campaign.

Interestingly Rebecca’s works are large 
pieces reflecting the grand scale of war, 
and consequently, the Museum was only 
able to display four pieces. Thus Rebecca 
elected to leave the Gallipoli piece 
behind and paint a special new piece 
with a Rishon LeZion theme. The other 
paintings are on the Sinai with a horse 
theme, a Palestine piece centred on the 
Gaza battles and one entitled the Bond 
of the Mounteds; which highlights camp 
life in all its harshness and boredom.

Horses are an integral feature of the 
artworks and reflect the primary 
relationship each rifleman had with his 
horse. They took priority, they had to be 
groomed daily and fed and watered 
before the soldier could even 
contemplate his meal. Yet they were the 
men’s constant companion and means 
of transport in a way a vehicle never can 
be. Perhaps this is why Rebecca chose to 
paint the heartbreak of the final 
separation of horse and rider at the end 
of the campaign when it was announced 
that the horses weren’t coming home.

The Rishon piece is very large and 
comprises two canvases hand stitched 
by Rebecca to recall the tents and 
bivouacs the men used and the necessity 
of running repairs in the campaign. It 
also includes NZMR buttons around the 
edge to anchor the work in the 
campaign. The dominance of orange 
combines both the apricot jam theme, 
but more particularly the famous Jaffa 
oranges that each man got as a prize 
after the battle of Ayun Kara and latterly 
from the orchards nearby. A Turkish 

soldier with his distinctive hat bobs his 
head up, and children from Rishon 
interact and offer the soldiers oranges as 
a gesture of friendship. The touching 
story of the Rishon mother reuniting 
with her son from the Auckland 
Mounted Rifles is shown along with the 
monument the locals built in gratitude 
to the Kiwis. Local children wrote that 
the angel of death visited on battle day 
and this is shown graphically to remind 
us of the outcome.

‘Sand in the Apricot Jam’ Off to Rishon LeZion Museum
One of Rebecca Holden’s painting in her 
‘Sand in the Apricot Jam’ exhibition
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Hello, Bula vinaka, Mālō e lelei, 
Halo,  Kia orana, Fakaalofa atu, Talofa.   

For this issue, I thought it would be nice 
for you to read about some of our 
affiliates from the Pacific Islands. Below 
is a short biography about our Christians 
for Israel National Leader for Fiji, Lepani 
Makubuna, and our Representative for 
the Cook Islands, Bob Williams.

>>  Lepani Makubuna
National Leader: Fiji                                                 

Lepani was 
appointed as 
the National 
Leader for 
Christians For 
Israel in Fiji 
since its 
establishment 
in October 

2014.  He is a former banker by 
profession but is currently in full-time 
ministry. His current ministry 
commitments include being Board 
Chairman for a local evangelical church 
in Fiji, known as the South Pacific 
Evangelical Fellowship (SPEF). 

He is also the elder of a SPEF church 
based in Suva; a Facilitator for a Bible 
Training Centre for Pastors & Leaders 
and he recently joined the Board of 
Worldwide Evangelism For Christ 
(WEC) in the Pacific.    

Lepani is married to Salote, and they 
have two sons, a daughter in law and a 
granddaughter.

Both Lepani and Salote have been to 
Israel and are passionate about the work 
of Christians for Israel in Fiji. The group 
is supported by a committee who meet 
every month to pray and carry out the 
work of Christians for Israel going 
forward. 

>>  Bob Williams                                         
Representative: Cook Islands

Bob Williams 
was recently 
nominated to be 
the Christians for 
Israel 
Representative 
for the Cook 
Islands. He is 
currently the 

Youth Director for all of the Cook 
Islands Christian Churches (CICC) in 
the Cook Islands, including New 
Zealand and Australia. 
Bob is a Deacon and has been part of the 
Evangelism Team in the Avarua CICC 
for over ten years. He is also the 
President for the Boys’ Brigade in the 
Cook Islands for his first year but he has 
served in the organisation for over 20 
years.
Bob was a former Vice President for the 
Atiu Island Community for eight years, 
Sports Coordinator for over 20 years, 
and Cultural Leader for over 20years. 
On top of all of that, he was Police 
Detective for 16 years, Head of the Cook 
Islands Financial Intelligence Unit for 
ten years and is currently a Consultant.

>>  South Pacific Training 
Forum: 3-6 November 2017
Christians for Israel New Zealand are 
preparing to welcome representatives 
from around the South Pacific, to the 
first ever South Pacific Training Forum. 

Christians for Israel International 
Executive Director Andrew Tucker will 

be joining us from Holland, and 
will take candidates through an 
intensive training programme based on 
the material Why Israel? 

To be held at beautiful Willow Park 
Christian Camp, on the shores of 
Eastern Beach in Auckland, beginning 
on Friday evening, 3 November, and 
concluding in the afternoon of Monday 
6 November, Andrew Tucker will teach 
through the many facets of Why Israel?, 
including historical, biblical, legal and 
now political. There will be a focus on 
the various tools and resources available 
through Christians for Israel, and the 
final day will include a session focused 
solely on the growing work of Christians 
for Israel throughout the South Pacific 
Region. 

There are a few spaces left if there are 
any others who would like to take up 
this incredible and unique training 
opportunity. If you are interested please 
contact the New Zealand office:

Christians for Israel NZ              
Ph: +64 9 525 7564
Email: info@c4israel.org.nz

What’s happening in the

Pacific Islands 
By Robert Siakimotu, 
Christians for Israel 
Development Officer - Pacific

Post-Election: NZ’s Relationship with Israel
Courtesy of Israel Institute NZ

2017’s election campaign was colourful and 
at times dramatic. As a consequence, very 
little attention was paid to foreign policy. 
While this is understandable, for Israel 
supporters, the government’s position on 
Israel was an important factor in their 
decision. Interestingly, the two politicians 
shown by IINZ’s survey to have held 
favourable views on Israel have done well, 
David Seymour and Winston Peters. In 
fact, Peters, the only M.P. to have pursued 
the issue of New Zealand’s sponsoring of 
UN Resolution 2334 in parliament, is now 
in the position of ‘king maker’.

From many conversations on social media 
and elsewhere, it is evident that a number 
of Israel supporters who were long time 
National supporters, changed parties and 
voted for Winston Peters. While Bill 
English campaigned well and achieved a 
solid result for his party, many will be 
watching to see how he handles the issue 
of New Zealand’s relationship with Israel. 

Many felt it would have been prudent for 
English to have distanced himself from 
McCully’s UN resolution, rather than 
doubling down in support. Newsroom has 
highlighted English’s bumbling over this 
issue: “If he confirms the fourth term, 
English also faces his own questions about 
his own ability to confront and deal with 
poor behaviour in his own cabinet. He let 
a few things slide, including: Murray 
McCully going rogue on Israel, Brownlee 
stuffing up his lines on Israel… One trait 
of John Key he will need to adopt is the 
ability to sniff the public mood and then 
ruthlessly and quickly dump either the 
policy or the person creating the smell.”

Now that English has had time to settle 
into his role at the leader of the National 
Party, and with a strong election result 
under his belt, we would hope to see 
clearer leadership on Israel if he should be 
in a position to form a government and if 
Winston is agreeable to negotiations.

However, Winston may 
choose to align with Labour. 
The position toward Israel 
of some Labour members is 
known – David Parker, for 
example, has been 
outspoken against Israel. 
Labour’s leader, Jacinda 
Ardern, spent time in Israel 
while she was president of 
the International Union of 
Socialist Youth but has not yet made 
public comment about the issue. Israel 
supporters will hope she does not follow 
the lead of UK Labour leader, Jeremy 
Corbyn, who has endorsed Ardern as well 
as Hamas and Hezbollah.

According to Israel Institute of New 
Zealand co-director Paul Moon: 
“Whichever party is put into power, the 
inevitable alliance with New Zealand First 
presents an opportunity for New Zealand 
to recalibrate its relations with Israel. 

Effectively, the government could draw a 
line under its disastrous sponsorship of 
UN Resolution 2334, and strengthen its 
ties with Israel. There are opportunities 
for trade, academic cooperation, 
technological partnerships, and the 
fostering of relationships in the arts that 
could be advanced under the next 
government, and the Israel Institute of 
New Zealand is hopeful that a new and 
exciting level of partnership with Israel is 
imminent.”

2018 Jerusalem Calendar & Greeting Cards 
PRODUCED BY ANNA PICKETTPRE-ORDER NOW

Phone your order to 07 863 6973  or email Anna: annascalendars@slingshot.co.nz

Calendars: $20 for 1, $35 for 2 or $50 for 3

Greeting Cards (8 per pack): $20 for 1 pkt, $35 for 2 pkts or $50 for 3 pkts

Calendar includes Biblical feast days and NZ public holidays
Greeting cards feature calendar photos
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Short News
Celebrate Hanukkah in 
the Park, Wellington 

Sunday 17th December, 11-2pm
Botanic Gardens Soundshell, Wellington

The Wellington Jewish communities, with 
the support of the Embassy of Israel invite 
you to celebrate Hanukkah in the Park.  
There will be a traditional candle lighting 
ceremony, live music and performances, 
food, drinks, kids’ activities. BYO picnic 
blanket for a fun family day in the Botanic 
Gardens, Wellington.

A Renewed Welcome for 
Israeli Ambassador to NZ
By Rev Dr Brian Hooper, Menorah Group NZ

In one sense, His Excellency Dr Itzhak 
Gerberg has been welcomed twice as the 
Israeli Ambassador to New Zealand. The 
first time was when he presented his 
credentials to the New Zealand Governor-
General, Sir Jerry Mataparae, on 26 July 
2016 at Government House in Wellington. 

However, then came an action by our New 
Zealand government’s  Minister of Foreign 
Affairs (the Hon Murray McCully) to co-
sponsor a Resolution (UN 2334) 
condemning Israel for building settlements 
in Israel that some call ‘occupied territories’. 
Israel’s reaction was swift. 

The Government of Israel withdrew Dr 
Gerberg from his role as Ambassador to 
New Zealand for Israel. In May 2017 the 
Hon Gerry Brownlee became the Foreign 
Affairs Minister and made contact with 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. It 
was agreed that His Excellency Dr Itzhak 
Gerberg was to resume his appointment 
here in New Zealand. A tense situation for 
both countries was averted. 

Ian Clark, of the Onslow Community 
Church, organised the event to give a 
warm returning welcome, and the Street 
Church of Wellington provided a suitable 
auditorium. Senior Pastor Nick Field gave 
an initial welcome to the Ambassador and 
also the opening prayer. Dr Ate Moala, a 
medical doctor, whose husband Mark, a 
surgeon, has worked in Israel with 
medical colleagues, gave a passionate 
prayer of thanks to our God for arranging 
a resumption of ambassadorial duties.

Bryce Turner spoke next, as Director of 
Christians for Israel NZ. He has visited 
Israel several times and spoke of the joy of 

“…standing at the wailing wall; of walking 
where Jesus walked; of looking where the 
prophets looked.”

Our guest speaker, His Excellency Dr 
Itzhak Gerberg spoke about Israel, India 
and Innovation. The Ambassador gave a 
brief introduction to all three aspects. He 
updated us on Israel and told us how it 
came about that the Prime Ministers of 
India and Israel paddled together at a 
coastal beach. Here are some comments 
the Ambassador made (taken directly from 
the script he supplied us): 

Ÿ “First and foremost I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank you all for your 
true friendship towards Israel and the 
Israel-New Zealand relationship. We do 
not take your friendship for granted.” 

Ÿ “I’m glad to be back in New Zealand 

now that the diplomatic mishap between 
our two countries had been resolved.” 

Ÿ “(Our) relations are based on shared 
democratic values, friendship between 
people and mutual interests led by the 
idea that we need to transform our 
challenges into opportunities for the 
benefit of our two countries.” 

Ÿ “Nowadays, when referring to the 
Middle East, one talks about refugees, 
illegal immigration, the decline in oil and 
energy resources, Islamic religious dispute 
between Shia and Sunni, and last but not 
least, radical Islamic terrorism.” 

Ÿ “The Assad regime has conducted mass 
murder of civilians including women and 
children. Israel is not involved in this 
bloody war but is providing some of the 
victims with medical help. Since 2013 
Israel has treated over 4000  Syrians and 
continues to take in wounded people 
almost every day.” 

Dr Gerberg, in the body of his speech, 
spoke in detail about Iran’s nuclear and 
ballistic aspirations; ISIS Caliphate 
intentions; the Muslim brotherhood; the 
Palestinian Authority and UNESCO with 
its outrageous resolutions that deny 
Jewish connections to its historic land. He 
talked in detail about anti-Semitism, 
Holocaust denial and BDS (Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions). 

At the close of his talk, there was an 
enthusiastic applause from the 200 people 
present. Andy Foster, a Wellington City 
Councillor, gave an expression of thanks – 
and prayed a thankful prayer. In fact, all 
five supporting speakers prayed after they 
had spoken. If there was one major 
emotion, it was that the Ambassador and 
the nation and the people he represents 
has huge New Zealand support.  

While most attendees were of a Christian 
faith, the Jewish community was 
represented by several attendees. Anon 
Grinberg, a leader among youth in the 
Jewish community, found the event heart-
warming. He also commented on the 
friendship and support between 
Christians in New Zealand and the State 
of Israel and its people. 

In one sense, His Excellency Dr Itzhak 
Gerberg has been welcomed twice as the 
Israeli Ambassador to New Zealand. The 
first time was when he presented his 
credentials to the New Zealand Governor-
General, Sir Jerry Mataparae, on 26 July 
2016 at Government House in Wellington. 

However, then came an action by our New 
Zealand government’s  Minister of Foreign 
Affairs (the Hon Murray McCully) to co-
sponsor a Resolution (UN 2334) 
condemning Israel for building settlements 
in Israel that some call ‘occupied territories’. 
Israel’s reaction was swift. 

The Government of Israel withdrew Dr 
Gerberg from his role as Ambassador to 
New Zealand for Israel. In May 2017 the 
Hon Gerry Brownlee became the Foreign 
Affairs Minister and made contact with 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. It 
was agreed that His Excellency Dr Itzhak 
Gerberg was to resume his appointment 
here in New Zealand. A tense situation for 
both countries was averted. 

Ian Clark, of the Onslow Community 
Church, organised the event to give a 
warm returning welcome, and the Street 
Church of Wellington provided a suitable 
auditorium. Senior Pastor Nick Field gave 
an initial welcome to the Ambassador and 
also the opening prayer. Dr Ate Moala, a 
medical doctor, whose husband Mark, a 
surgeon, has worked in Israel with 
medical colleagues, gave a passionate 
prayer of thanks to our God for arranging 
a resumption of ambassadorial duties.

Bryce Turner spoke next, as Director of 
Christians for Israel NZ. He has visited 
Israel several times and spoke of the joy of 

“…standing at the wailing wall; of walking 
where Jesus walked; of looking where the 
prophets looked.”

Our guest speaker, His Excellency Dr 
Itzhak Gerberg spoke about Israel, India 
and Innovation. The Ambassador gave a 
brief introduction to all three aspects. He 
updated us on Israel and told us how it 
came about that the Prime Ministers of 
India and Israel paddled together at a 
coastal beach. Here are some comments 
the Ambassador made (taken directly from 
the script he supplied us): 

Ÿ “First and foremost I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank you all for your 
true friendship towards Israel and the 
Israel-New Zealand relationship. We do 
not take your friendship for granted.” 

Ÿ “I’m glad to be back in New Zealand 

now that the diplomatic mishap between 
our two countries had been resolved.” 

Ÿ “(Our) relations are based on shared 
democratic values, friendship between 
people and mutual interests led by the 
idea that we need to transform our 
challenges into opportunities for the 
benefit of our two countries.” 

Ÿ “Nowadays, when referring to the 
Middle East, one talks about refugees, 
illegal immigration, the decline in oil and 
energy resources, Islamic religious dispute 
between Shia and Sunni, and last but not 
least, radical Islamic terrorism.” 

Ÿ “The Assad regime has conducted mass 
murder of civilians including women and 
children. Israel is not involved in this 
bloody war but is providing some of the 
victims with medical help. Since 2013 
Israel has treated over 4000  Syrians and 
continues to take in wounded people 
almost every day.” 

Dr Gerberg, in the body of his speech, 
spoke in detail about Iran’s nuclear and 
ballistic aspirations; ISIS Caliphate 
intentions; the Muslim brotherhood; the 
Palestinian Authority and UNESCO with 
its outrageous resolutions that deny 
Jewish connections to its historic land. He 
talked in detail about anti-Semitism, 
Holocaust denial and BDS (Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions). 

At the close of his talk, there was an 
enthusiastic applause from the 200 people 
present. Andy Foster, a Wellington City 
Councillor, gave an expression of thanks – 
and prayed a thankful prayer. In fact, all 
five supporting speakers prayed after they 
had spoken. If there was one major 
emotion, it was that the Ambassador and 
the nation and the people he represents 
has huge New Zealand support.  

While most attendees were of a Christian 
faith, the Jewish community was 
represented by several attendees. Anon 
Grinberg, a leader among youth in the 
Jewish community, found the event heart-
warming. He also commented on the 
friendship and support between 
Christians in New Zealand and the State 
of Israel and its people. 

Speakers from left to right: Bryce Turner - Director of Christians For Israel NZ, Andy Foster - Wellington City 
Councillor, Ian Clark - Chairman, Dr Itzhak Gerberg - His Excellency the Israeli Ambassador, Dr Ate Moala - 
Medical doctor who visits Israel with Surgeon husband, Nick Field - Senior Pastor of the Street Church (host) Thousands Gather to 

March for Animal Rights

September - In what organisers are calling 
one of the biggest events of its kind, an 
animal rights demonstration lit up the 
streets of Tel Aviv, Israel, as 30,000 
activists from around the world marched 
with messages of non-violence, 
compassion and veganism.

The activist marched for all kinds of 
animals – animals in the food industry, 
animals in the wild, and cats and dogs. 
That so many people turned out for the 
evening protest is little surprise to Israelis. 
The country is a hot spot for vegans, 
boasting dozens of vegan-friendly 
restaurants and markets. 

Israeli Research Reveals
Why Honeybees are Dying

Fewer wildflower choices thwart bees’ 
natural inclination to choose a balanced 
diet and they suffer cognitively from lack 
of omega-3 acids.

If you give a ‘menu’ to a bee, it will choose 
dishes that provide the right balance of 
nutrients: sugary nectar plus pollen full of 
protein, fatty acids and micronutrients, 
researches have found at Israel’s Benjamin 
Triwaks Bee Research Center. 

The center also has discovered that, like 
humans, bees consuming an unhealthy 
ratio of omega-6 to omega-3 fatty acids 
develop cognitive deficiencies. They 
cannot simply choose pollen from flowers 
high in omega-3 because increasing 
urbanisation has decimated many kinds of 
wildflowers. The resulting nutritional 
imbalance is a major reason why 
honeybees, responsible for the pollination 
of more than 90 commercial food crops 
across the world, are dying at an alarming 
rate. 

Join the Zionist Federation of New Zealand and Christians for Israel

AUCKLAND - Sunday 5 November @ 7pm

Westlake Boys High School Auditorium
30 Forrest Hill Road, Forrest Hill, Auckland 

Tickets: Adults $10  Youth & Students $5

Tickets available from the door | Eftpos available | Doors open at 6.30pm

Following the screening there will be a discussion with co-producer Fraser Harding, 
and International Law expert Andrew Tucker who appears in the movie. 

The Zionist Federation of New Zealand and Ebenezer Emergency Fund NZ
are finalising a date and venue for a screening of ‘Whose Land’ in Wellington.

Check the ‘What’s Happening’ page on Christians for Israel’s website
regularly for updates or phone the office for further information.

www.c4israel.org.nz
Ph: 09 525 7564

New Zealand Premiere

WELLINGTON



In Our Community08 New Zealand Edition - October 2017
Tishrei - Kislev 5778

$20

Along with this first full-scale critique of Christian 
supersessionism, Soulen's constructive proposal 
regrasps the narrative unity of Christian identity 
and the canon through an original and important 
insight into the divine-human covenant, the 
election of Israel, and the meaning of history.

 Limited stock 
available

Christians for Israel’s Book Club
For more information on each book, for other books not advertised below, or to place an order, you can now go to our website  and purchase online. www.c4israel.org.nz
Alternatively complete the coupon on the back page of this newspaper and post or email it. Please include payment or pay by internet banking  (put your name as reference). 

These challenging times ask for clear Biblical 
guidance. Order the Trilogy Why Israel?, Why 
Jerusalem? and Why End Times? and learn new 
insights on God's love, His plan for Israel and the 
Jewish people. Books, DVD’s and Study Guides 
available for purchase in combos or individually.

ISRAEL, the NATIONS
and the VALLEY of DECISION

By Harald Eckert

$20
Limited stock 

available

This book is intended for praying Christians, for 
intercessors, leaders, networks and movements! 
It is a global prayer call; a call to intercessors to 
pray for their respective nations with regard to 
their relationship towards the Jewish people and 
towards Israel. 

A dead giveaway of not reading the Bible 
as it has been written, is only quoting the 
‘blessings’. It may be due to being unaware 
of the context which makes it conditional, 
or just plain ignorance, but by ignoring 
God’s condition of a ‘blessing’ is called 
‘cherry picking’. Normally we only get to 
hear about God’s blessings in church or in 
devotionals making us blind to the half 
that is unpopular, - and that is what the 

Israelites did in the ‘Old’ Testament too 
which caused so much difficulty for the 
prophets. The many curses promised by 
God were ignored. When Jesus said 
“Woe...”, it was a curse. For example, all the 
towns around Galilee that Jesus said “Woe” 
to, have disappeared, but the one town He 
didn’t say “Woe” to, has remained to this 
day, so we need to take them seriously. 
Jesus died to provide us with the 

opportunity to receive God’s mercy so we 
don’t have to face His justice, which as we 
now know is why the Messiah came the 
first time. If we won’t accept His mercy 
now, we will face His justice later. God is 
‘just’ as well as ‘merciful’. In fact Jesus 
taught that, and it would help to read the 
teaching in Matthew 25. In the days of the 
big revivals, they taught about God’s 
justice and righteousness first, so people 

could see why they had a need for a 
Saviour and therefore repent. The revivals 
that resulted saved England from civil 
war. David Pawson’s DVD ‘The God who 
blesses and curses’ tells the story of God’s 
mercy and justice in a message of two 
halves. This DVD below will help us to 
take much more notice of ALL of God's 
words in future and not just the ones we 
‘cherry-picked’.

By John Dunning, Managing Trustee, Inspirational Media

The GOD of ISRAEL and 

CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY
By R. Kendall Soulen

Special Plea for Aliyah

$40

Christians for Israel
FREE Newsletter
Sign up to receive our bi-monthly 
newsletter, featuring specific news 
from New Zealand, upcoming events, 
points of interest as well as a youth 
corner for our younger readers.

Sign up on our website or email 
Cathy Eksteen: info@c4israel.org.nz 
Include name, address, phone and 
whether you would like to receive the 
newsletter by email or by post. 
Historic issues will be made available 
on our website.

$20

In his latest book Rev Willem Glashouwer shows 
how the everlasting Covenants fit like hand-in-
glove with the Biblical concept of the everlasting 
Kingdom, offering some conclusions from his 
earlier ‘Why Israel?’ Trilogy.

 Perfect companion
to ‘Why Israel’

trilogy

ISRAEL: COVENANTS
& KINGDOM

By Rev. Willem J J Glashouwer

WHY ISRAEL: 
BOOK TRILOGY

By Rev. Willem J J Glashouwer

 Get 3 books for
the price of 2.

Save $20 

With the current situation in the Ukraine, the Jewish people are now 
listening more than ever to the call to return to Israel, the land of their 
forefathers. We have encouraged them for almost 25 years to leave the 

land of the north and go to the Promised Land. 

If you would like to donate to this special cause, please complete the 
coupon on the back page.

For every donation of $25 or more, you will receive a beautiful       
2018 Jerusalem Calendar, kindly donated by Anna Pickett.


