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Journey to Israel with ICEJ-NZ around 
the ICEJ Feast of Tabernacles

22 September – 06 October 2018

Escorted by Derek McDowell.
For further information, go to our website:
https://nz.icej.org/down-under-tour-feast

Thanks so much for 
taking the time to 
read Israel & 
Christians Today, 
we are so grateful 
for the thousands 
of people who join 
us in reading these 

pages, all around the world.

Bring pictures of thousands of protestors 
gathering at the Gaza border, the leaders 
threatening to soon break through the 
border fences and march into Israel. Of 
course, the world once again condemns 
even the slightest movement that Israel 
makes in response to this very real threat. 
We pray that Israel will be able to act with 
compassion and fairness despite the 
antagonism of Hamas and indeed the 
condemnation of the world’s media. We 
pray for the families of all those affected 
by this situation.

Just as Hamas starts to escalate its actions 
against Israel, we count down to the 
formal relocation of the US embassy, to 
Jerusalem. This will undoubtedly trigger 
more acts of violence and opposition as 
many see their dreams – of the 
annihilation of Israel – rapidly fading. For 
those who recognise the State of Israel as 
the fulfilment of prophecy, it is clear that 
Israel is not going to disappear again 
anytime soon. 

Shortly celebrations will begin all around 
the world as 2018 marks 70 years since 
Israel gained independence.

While so many around the world do not 
even recognise the State of Israel, our 
recent tour of Fiji and the Cook Islands 
was nothing short of inspiring. Meeting so 
many of our South Pacific brothers and 
sisters, and to hear of their support of 
Israel, was deeply moving. Travelling with 
Christians for Israel President, Rev. 
Willem Glashouwer, the people of Fiji and 
the Cook Islands not only welcomed us 
but embraced the message of Israel. You 
can read further reports from this tour 
further inside this insert, but suffice to say 
we look forward to the continuing success 
of the work in the Pacific. Israel will know 
that even in these small islands on the 
very opposite side of the earth, their 
people boldly stand with Israel. Christians 
for Israel Fiji leader Lepani and Christians 
for Israel Cook Islands leader Bob 
Williams both share their impressions of 
the tour on page 5.

We do ask that you would continue to 
remember our brothers and sisters in 
Tonga who were so badly hit by cyclone 
Gita. We were scheduled to formally 
launch Christians for Israel Tonga, also as 
a part of the tour, but unfortunately had 
to leave this for another time when the 
devastation became apparent. We will be 
working with the Tongan team to 

organise another opportunity to launch 
Christians for Israel in Tonga formally.

I’ve been struck lately by a number of 
Bible passages, especially as I’ve been 
working deeper through the prophecies 
about Israel. One passage in particular 
from the very beginning of the New 
Testament – Luke 1- has always had me 
wondering. As I’ve talked lately with 
people in various countries, and heard of 
their understanding of Israel and Jesus, 
these verses have now become much 
clearer. Here we have an angel speaking to 
Mary, telling her about the incredible 
miracle she is about to become a part of. 

The angel explains to Mary, of her baby 
son Jesus, that “…The Lord God will give 
him the throne of his father David, and he 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his 
kingdom will never end.” This is why the 
events in Israel are so important to us as 
followers of Jesus. When He returns, Jesus 
will be given the throne of David – in the 
City of Jerusalem, Israel. There He will 
reign. Amazing things happened in that 
tiny piece of real estate in the Middle East, 
but the best is yet to come.

Thank you for your support of Israel and 
the work of Christians for Israel. May you 
be truly blessed for blessing God’s people.
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As we mark another milestone 
in Israel’s existence, it’s timely 
to reflect upon how far this tiny 
nation has come in the last 130 
or so years. 

From the first Aliyah in 1880’s to the 
founding of the state on 14 May 1948 to 
the 1967 unification of Jerusalem and on 
into the modern hi-tech 2018 state with 
its thriving economy standing strong in 
the eye of the storms in the Middle East.

All of these three major developments 
provide a powerful visual, miraculous 
symbol to the world pointing to the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and His 
word. But now we stand on the cusp of a 
new era with armies massing on Israel’s 
usually quiet northern border and the 
potential for a peace treaty that would 
divide the land of Israel and create a 
Palestinian state.

Israel will celebrate its 70th anniversary 
on 19 April (Iyar 6) based on the Jewish 
calendar. The rest of the world will 
commemorate the occasion on the 
Gregorian calendar date of 14 May.

>> Why is the 70th 
Anniversary so 
significant? 

Well, because 70 is made up of 7x10 – 
seven meaning perfection and ten 
meaning completeness and pointing to 
God’s law. There is also an element of 
judgment in 70. Remember Israel was 
judged and put out of the land for 70 
years in the Babylonian captivity due to 
not keeping the land Sabbaths. They are 
not doing that today either. The number 
70 is also associated with Jerusalem 
interestingly!

Israel is called to be holy and a light unto 
the nations. It certainly is not holy, but 
nor are we. However, God promised to 
bring the Jews back in unbelief, and then 
sprinkle clean water on them to purify 
them. Note that it was the irreligious 
Zionists who founded Israel, not the 
religious Jews from the shtetls of Eastern 
Europe. Maybe this is the season in 
which we will see this sprinkling come to 
pass in a new way. Many more Jews now 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, but it 

has not brought them all to faith yet. 
They need to know the living water of 
John 4:10. 

On the horizon are many wars involving 
Israel prophesied for the End Times that 
have yet to occur. Through its inventions 
and activities, Israel is indeed blessing the 
nations. But this is only a foretaste as we 
are promised so much more in the Bible. 
Watch this space!

>> Israel, New 
Zealand and Pacific 
Islands in 2018
So what should the 70th anniversary 
mean to us? Well, firstly we must be like 
the sons of Issachar and know the signs 
of the times and know what God is 
calling us to do. We can see from past 
fulfilled prophecies where things are 
going. A Bible search of the phrases ‘Ends 
of the Earth’, far off islands, coast lands 
etc. is insightful.

Next, we must take accountability over 
what our government did in Resolution 

2334 and subsequent reconfirmations 
cutting off East Jerusalem including all 
the Old City with key Jewish and 
Christian sites. Then in rejecting Trump’s 
(and God’s) assertion that Jerusalem is the 
capital of Israel; when it plainly is. 
Resolution 2334 is just a number until 
you explain its significance. The 
government might say one thing, but we 
can speak the truth.

Turning to Aliyah, the Bible denotes what 
manner the Jews will return using 
Jerusalem as the reference point. In Isaiah 
43, he says “I will bring your descendants 
from the east and gather you from the west; I 
will say to the north “give them up””. And to 
the South “do not keep them back!” Bring 
my sons from afar and my daughters from 
the ends of the earth (v5-6). This is 
precisely what happened. When Israel was 
re-formed Sephardic Jews came from Iraq 
and Iran, then from the west – Egypt, 

Libya as far as Morocco. Some might 
remember the 1970’s and 80’s protests 
against the Soviet Union demanding the 
release of Russian Jews; even here in 
Wellington and then the governmental 

difficulties in extracting the Jews from 
Ethiopia and the Yemen resulting in 
special airlifts. The passage suggests that it 
will then be the turn of outer ring Jews to 
return. Could the reference to ‘sons from 
afar’ be interpreted to include the IDF 
lone soldiers? What about the daughters 
from Down Under? If the Bible is precise 
in these matters, we can trust it to be 
precise in other Israel matters.

In Matt 25, Jesus speaks of the severe 
judgment over how believers have treated 
‘My brethren,’ i.e. the Jews (Sheep and Goat 
Judgment). Jesus was born a Jew, remains 
a Jew and returns as one. This New 
Testament judgment flows naturally 
from the protection given to the Jews 
way back in the Abrahamic Covenant Gen 
12.3: “I will bless those who bless you (the 
Jews), and I will curse those who even only 
slightly esteem you.” Note in Hebrew it’s a 
much lower threshold than just cursing 

the Jews. It is a reminder that there are 
earthly and eternal consequences for our 
treatment of the Jews especially the poor 
or outcast. We must challenge 
Replacement Theology, encourage the 
revelation of Israel and preach an 
authentic, biblical Jewish gospel in 
preparation for the times ahead and give 
to God’s purposes for the Jews. As Anti-
Semitism increases, the call upon the 
Christians to stand with the Jews and 
Israel becomes acuter. After all, we live in 
the post-holocaust era. No excuses for 
ignorance!

Jesus makes it clear that in his first 
coming, he came for the lost sheep of the 
House of Israel (Matt 10.6 & 15.24 drawing 
on the imagery of Jer 31.10). 

In chapter 10 v16 of John’s Gospel, Jesus 
says that he has other sheep (believers) 
which are not of this fold (Jews) making 
one flock and one shepherd. On Jew and 
Gentile relationships Paul states in 
Romans 9-11 that to make one flock, the 
believing Jews and Gentiles must both be 
grafted into the true Hebraic roots of the 
faith, yet retain their identity as natural 
(Jewish) olive or wild (gentile) olive trees 
with separate callings. We Christians are 
called to make the Jews jealous by 
demonstrating our love, gratitude and 
relationship with their God. 

Continued on next page...

Israel 70 Years On By Joanna Moss, NZ Friends of Israel, Wellington

...the first nation to see the sun...
is New Zealand, and New Zealand
liberated a town called First to Zion

Rishon - NZ soldiers in camp

Res 181 Monument to establish the nation of Israel In Jaffa, the clock tower and old town hall
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Continued from previous page...

This separation principle is consistent 
with Hebraic understanding – day from 
night, Shabbat from other days, Jew 
from gentile and Israel from the nations.

So what does history have to say about 
NZ in relation to the Jews and Israel? In 
1917 New Zealand ANZAC soldiers 
liberated the ancient tel, the first 
settlement of Beersheba where covenant 

was made with the Gentiles (Gen 21), 
then Rishon Le Zion a name that means 
first to Zion, then two days later Jaffa – 
the place where the early believers left 
from to take the gospel to the world. 
Note the Ancient & Covenant, 
Liberation and Gospel themes. At Jaffa 
in 1917, the gospel had truly gone out to 
the Ends of the Earth and come back 
fulfilling the Great Commission of Matt 
28 & Acts 1.8. 

How interesting is it that the first nation 
to see the sun along with the Pacific 
Islands is New Zealand, and New Zealand 
liberated a town called First to Zion. 

>> What is God 
showing us in this?
We know he is a god of order, so this 
cannot have been an accident. There is a 
calling on us to be the first to do 

something like proclaim his truth, to 
have a holy fear of God, to bless and love 
what God loves – his people, to receive 
the law gratefully and to sing a new song 
of joy according to Ps 65:9. 

We can do this when we gather to Bless 
Israel all around this nation on 29 April 
and see what God does next.

A call is going out for Churches 
to come together around New 
Zealand on Sunday, 29 April at 
7pm – to take part in combined 
services as Nations Bless Israel.

>> Why bless Israel?
I was in Washington D.C., standing in a 
worship time - and the Lord met me. It 
was one of those unexpected encounters; 
quiet, clear and life-altering. 

God said, “New Zealand has a weight in 
relation to Israel in the end times and in the 
United Nations that is above what it’s 
geography or population would show, take 
responsibility in the spirit.” 

Take responsibility in the spirit, that’s a 
strong message. I took a deep breath, and 
said, “Father I’ll do whatever you want, but 
you will have to help me, I haven’t really 
been thinking of Israel.”

I wonder if that isn’t how it is for many of 
us. We’re involved in the mission and 
ministry that God has called us into; 
there are multiple relationships and 
demands on us daily. We’re gripped by 
our nation’s need for revival, real 
transformation in lives and change in our 
communities… and what’s happening in 
Israel seems distant, complex, and 
contentious. So why Bless Israel? Why 
take responsibility in the spirit?

>> Gratitude
We’ve been given so much. The gospel 
came from Jerusalem, through Judea and 
to us in the ends of the earth. The first 
disciples were Jewish men who followed 
Jesus - the one they recognised as the 
Messiah the Jewish people had waited so 
long for. They received the good news 
and the outpouring of the Spirit, and they 
took that good news to the Gentiles; it 
cost them their lives. Although some 
grappled for a time with going outside of 
their own culture, and some were called 
to focus primarily on Israel, the first 
apostles were imprisoned, beaten, stoned, 

beheaded, crucified and died in Italy, 
Greece and India. More of the apostles 
died taking the good news to the Gentile 
world than died in Jerusalem and Judea.  
We have so much to be grateful for; the 
price paid by Jewish believers and 
apostles to bring us the good news is 
worthy of honour and our gratitude.

>> Unity
God has everyone in mind. We are all 
created in God’s image; God loved the 
world so much that He sent Jesus, 
whoever calls on the name of Jesus will 
be saved. Jesus is the Saviour of the 
world, and He is the Messiah of the Jews.  
It is not either or, it is both.  

Jesus has opened for us a new and living 
way. Jesus was the lamb that was slain, at 
Passover making atonement once and for 
all, for Jew and Gentile. We have been 
given access – we can enter in, we have 
been grafted in. Gentile believers are not 
taking over; we are now taking part. 
Dividing walls have come down; Gentiles 
need the Jews, the Jews need the Gentiles, 
we are one new man. Jesus prayed for 
unity - that we might be one.

>> Mission
The Jews have played a part in our 
salvation, and we will play a part in theirs. 
God ordained that there would be a time 
and a season in which the Jews would be 
hardened, and there would come an 
ingathering of the Jewish people. 
Multitudes of Jewish people are yet to 
come into the Kingdom. Romans 11:25,30: 
‘I do not want you to be ignorant of this 
mystery, brothers and sisters, so that you 
may not be conceited: Israel has experienced 
a hardening in part until the full number of 
the Gentiles has come in, and in this way, all 
Israel will be saved. Just as you who were at 
one time disobedient to God have now 
received mercy as a result of their 
disobedience, so they too have now become 
disobedient so that they too may now receive 
mercy as a result of God’s mercy to you.’

We’ve prayed for the 10/40 window, for 
Hindus, Taoists and Muslims to have a 
revelation of Jesus. What will happen as 
the body of Christ prays and fasts for the 
Jewish people to see and know Jesus their 
Messiah? Our love will show we are 
followers of Christ. The love we have for 
God and our life in the Spirit will awaken 
and provoke them. We have received 
mercy, and we are giving mercy. 

>> Destiny
We hear Rom 11:29, ‘the gifts and call of God 
are irrevocable…’ and apply it to ourselves 
and ministry, but this scripture sits in the 
middle of Paul’s discussion of salvation of 
Jew and Gentile and the call upon the 
Jews. There is a call on the Jewish people, 
and Paul clearly says (Rom 10), they have 
not been rejected or their call removed. 
Their call is irrevocable (Rom 11).  

In ways that many are starting to awaken 
to – Israel is God’s time clock. The more 
we investigate and search, the more we 
see connections between Israel’s times, 
dates, feasts and church revivals and 
world events. At very least we can 
recognise that much of what is spoken of 
in revelation takes place in Jerusalem and 
the area of Israel. Israel is very significant 
in end time events. 

Israel and Jerusalem have a place and 
calling that we cannot afford to treat 
lightly. God said to Abraham, and the 
nation that He was promising to bring 
forth from him, ‘I will 
bless those who bless 
you, and I will curse 
those who curse you…’  
(Gen 12:3). He goes on 
to say, ‘And it will come 
to pass in that day, that 
I will seek to destroy all 
the nations that come 
against Jerusalem.’ 
(Zech 12:3). God takes 
note and will call into 
account how nations 
and people treat Israel.

Does this mean Israel can do no wrong?  
Israel is the apple of God’s eye, but He 
does not turn a blind eye to their sin, any 
more than He does our sin. Throughout 
the Bible, He held Judah and Israel to 
account. He will hold every nation to 
account. We are not called to judge Israel; 
we are called to bless. And we are called 
to pray for the peace of Jerusalem.  

New Zealand has a weight in relation to 
Israel in the end times, and in the UN, we 
must be careful how we use it. On 
Sunday, 29 April we’re taking spiritual 
responsibility, we are releasing the sound 
of blessing from the ends of the earth to 
Israel.

Nations Bless Israel is a tremendous 
opportunity to build and to stand 
together as the body of Christ around 
New Zealand. Churches and 
organisations are coming together for 
combined services right across the 
country – releasing an offering of praise 
and worship – recognising the power of 
blessing. We are agreeing to bless Israel, 
and are believing and agreeing for our 
communities and nation to be blessed.

We invite you to be part of joining or 
hosting a gathering in your city or town, 
go to: nationsblessisrael.website or email 
info@nationsblessisrael.com. At each 
venue, there will be two gatherings. See 
the  next page for venues and contact 
details for each region.

Nations
BLESS ISRAEL

Across the nation and around the world

29 April 2018
By Jane Troughton, Nations Bless Israel
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Nations Bless Israel Venues
>> 7am: 
Shofars at Sunrise
Simultaneously sound shofars and         
indigenous instruments. Pray and declare   
on high places, beaches, city centres and 
wherever the Lord leads you.

At the opening of the day – the sound of 
blessing will go across the country and 
around the globe. It will pass from nation 
to nation as people sound shofars at 7am 
in their time zone.

>> 7-9pm: 
Evening Gathering
Christians joining in love and unity, from 
many churches, organisations and cultures.

National events – will take place in many 
countries. People in towns and cities will 
be able to join or host a combined event 
(as listed). Whether at a live service or by 
live-stream – we’re linking, to stand in 
agreement throughout our nations. 
An incredible opportunity to be part of 
releasing a wave of worship and blessing 
around the world.

Kaikohe
Kohewhata Marae, 6869 Mangakahia Rd
2pm powhiri, seeking the Lord and 
fellowship, 7pm service
Contact Ps Jan & Jason Roberts
Contact Jacqueline Te Huia
Email: tuwahine.ministry@gmail.com

Kaitaia 
REAP Centre, 33 Puckey Ave
Contact John Walker 
Email: tyke.yorkshireman@gmail.com

Whangarei 
Venue TBA
Contact Julia and Todd Vincent 
Email: return.rest@gmail.com

Kaiwaka  
Kaiwaka Revival Church 
1962 State Highway 1
Contact Tawhiri Littlejohn
Email: tawhiri.l@gmail.com

Auckland 
Victory Convention Centre
98 Beaumont St, CBD
Contact Jane Troughton
Email: info@nzblessisrael.com

Hamilton 
Freedom Church, 3 Clow St
Contact Sue Rowe 
Email: roy.sue.rowe@slingshot.co.nz    
Contact Ps Carolien Moxham 
Email: carolein@time.org.nz

Whitianga 
St Andrews By the Sea, 82 Albert St
Contact Robin and John
Email: robintwnz@gmail.com

Morrinsville 
Rukumoana Marae
536 Morrinsville- Walton Rd
Contact Esther Annie and Daniel Karl
Email: pishonriverorg@gmail.com

Putararu 
Trough Fellowship / The Vine
77 Princes St
Contact Gerard Christensen
Email: 77thevine@gmail.com

Te Puke  
St Andrews Presbyterian, Stewart St
Contact Lesley Schwass
Email: lesleyschwass@yahoo.co.nz

Tauranga 
TBA
Contact Annemarie Gayton
Email: schoolofjewishstudies@gmail.com

Rotorua 
Atomic Church, 1281 Maymore St
Contact Ps Matai Bennett 
Email: bennett7@hotmail.co.nz

Kawerau 
Atomic Church, 98 Onslow St
Contact Ps Matai Bennett 
Email: bennett7@hotmail.co.nz

Whakatane 
Shake All Nations, Knox Pres, Domain Rd
Contact Ps Nathan Hodges
Email: Nathan.Hodges@fonterra.com

Te Araroa 
Te Puna Manaaki a Ruataupare
141 Onepoto Rd, Hicks Bay
Contact Kararaina Pahuru
Email: info@tukaha.com

Gisborne 
Gisborne AOG, 83 Grey St
Contact Ps Guthrie Boyd
Email: gjohnboyd@gmail.com

Napier
TBA
Contact Ps Koebi Hart 
Email: 7straightstreet@gmail.com

Hastings 
Bay City Church, 1200 Omahu Rd
Contact Ps Koebi Hart
Email: 7straightstreet@gmail.com
Contact Ps Nigel Woodley 
Email: nigel.woodley@xtra.co.nz

Porongahou  
Old Presbyterian Church
7 Dundas St
Contact Kim Steffert 
Email: kim.steffert@xtra.co.nz

Reporoa  
River Rd Fellowship
1729 River Rd
Contact Warrick Clark
Email: warrick@grassroots.kiwi

Taupo  
C3 Taupo, 11 Totara St
Contact Russell Kells
Email: russ.kells@xtra.co.nz

Taumaranui 
Connections Church, 18 Marae St
Contact Ps Richard Bull
Email: richiebull@gmail.com

New Plymouth 
St Lukes Cooperating Church
2 Mangati Rd, Bell Block
Contact Ps James and Ingrid Cope
Email: jcope@onechristianradio.co.nz

Waitara 
21 Leslie St Waitara
Contact Esther Tan
Email: esthernaikara@gmail.com

Hawera 
Hawera AOG, 192 High St
Contact Ps Paul Cornish
Email: paulcornish@clear.net.nz

Whanganui  
Whanganui  Central Baptist
285 Wicksteed St
Contact Pam Benseman
Email: mpben@slingshot.co.nz

Palmerston North  
St Albans Prebyterian, 339 Albert St
6.45am ANZAC memorial
Contact Carole Coulon
Email: carolecoulon@hotmail.com

Carterton  
St Davids Uniting, 164 High St South
Contact Raewyn Foster
raewyn.foster@paradise.net.nz

Kapiti 
The Centre Church, 5 Hurley Rd
Contact Ps Robyn Mc Farlane
Email: robyn.mcfarlane@icloud.com

Wellington 
Grand Hall, Parliament Building Central
6 pm start. Email Joanna Moss to register 
to come as parliament requires names in 
advance 
Contact Ate Moala
Email: moala@xtra.co.nz
Contact Joanna Moss
Email: joannamoss12@outlook.com

Stokes Valley 
Samoan Christian Bible Fellowship
9 Hawthorn Cres
Contact Sarona Siaopo
Email: shazshazzy2@gmail.com

Nelson 
TBA
Contact Phillip Did-dell 
Email: shoreshimhouse@gmail.com

Blenheim 
Harvest Life AOG, 22 Nelson St
Contact Ps Julian Hawkins
Email: tim4him@securenym.net

Leeston 
Leeston Library, 19 Messines St
Contact Heather Thomas
Email: poocheroonies@hotmail.com

Oxford
YWAM Oxford, 14 Church St
Contact Deborah Booth
Email: deborah_booth@hotmail.com

Christchurch 
Rutland St Church, 12 Rutland St
Contact Rebecca Marchand
Email: rebecca.marchand@nzfoi.org

Timaru 
Lighthouse Café, 94-96 Stafford St
Contact Trish Keenan
Email: candelabrum777@gmail.com

Geraldine 
Forest Manor, 35 Forest Rd
Contact Harry and Anne Langham 
Email: harryandanne@maxnet.co.nz

Fairlie 
TBA
Contact Peter Bell
Email: bell.nz.ltd@xtra.co.nz

Dunedin 
Pop Up Hall, 199 Hillside Rd
6pm BBQ, 7pm service
Contact Ps John Watson 
Email: jandswatson@outlook.co.nz

Mosgiel 
Mosgiel Presbyterian, 11 Church St
Contact Karen and Paul Baines
Email: paulbaines@xtra.co.nz

Milton 
Third Day Hub, 113 Union St
Contact Joy Matheson
Email: valda.matheson@gmail.com

Hokitika 
St Andrews United Church
68 Hampden St
Contact Alan and Bev Brown
Email: pacercub@gmail.com

Wanaka 
Lighthouse Church, 28 Reese Cres
Eely Point - for Shofars at Sunrise
Contact Karen Wells
Email: kaikawa@xtra.co.nz

Te Anau 
Fiordland New Life, 10 Blatch Rd
Contact Ps John Steffens 
Email: jsteffens@kinect.co.nz

Gore 
Encounter New Life Church, 16 Jacob St
Contact Ps Lex and Helen Craig
Email: lex.helencraig@gmail.com

If you require further information, go 
to the Nation Bless Israel website: 
nationsblessisrael.website or email 
info@nationsblessisrael.com. 

If you would like to host a gathering in a 
location near you, or for other venues 
not listed here, please visit our website.

Shofars over Jerusalem. Photo: Oren Rosenfeld
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Hello, Bula vinaka, Mālō e lelei, Halo,  Kia 
orana, Fakaalofa atu, Talofa.   

In March 2018, we had the privilege of 
having Rev. Willem JJ Glashouwer, 
Christians for Israel President teach at a 
Why Israel? Bible Seminar in Fiji, as well 
as launch Christians for Israel Cook 
Islands. Both were very successful events.

Why Israel? 
Seminar in Fiji
By Lepani Makubuna, Christians 
for Israel Fiji 

Rev Willem Glashouwer’s five-day visit 
to Fiji was a tremendous success and all 
the credit and glory to God and God 
alone. We saw the hand of God move in 
a mighty and extraordinary way 
throughout the five days and this we 
believe was God’s answers to intentional 
fasting and prayer. 

Rev. Willem Glashouwer and Bryce 
Turner, National Executive Director, 
Christians For Israel New Zealand, 
arrived Friday 2 March. Saturday was a 
resting and planning day followed by 
dinner with the Christians for Israel Fiji 
committee and prayer group.

Sunday morning  Rev Willem preached 
at an Assemblies of God Church, namely 
Central Christian Centre, Nausori. The 
attendance was overwhelming with over 
1000 attendees. The Senior Pastor of 
this Church, Rev Pita Cili, who is also 
the current General Secretary of the 
Assemblies of God in Fiji, was 
overwhelmed with the message which 
led him to ask the church to give an 
extra love offering to go towards Aliyah 
in Ukraine.

Sunday evening Rev Willem preached at 
Wesley City Mission Church within the 
Capital City with at least 200 people 
attending. Based on some of the 
feedback we received after the service, 
the message was once again, inspiring 
and an eye-opener to many. 

By the grace of God, the officiating 
Pastor that evening who happened to be 
a translator for the Bible Society of the 
South Pacific, has kindly offered his 

assistance to translate the Why Israel? 
book into the Fijian language. Isn’t God 
amazing?

Finally, we had a fantastic three days of 
Bible Seminar on the topic Why Israel? 
at Calvary Temple, another Assemblies 
of God Church with an average 
attendance of between 600 -700 
attendants in first two days and ober 
900 in the final day. The sessions were 
from 5.30 to 8.00pm consisting of 
inspiring praise and worship, profound 
biblical teaching from Willem followed 
by some outstanding questions and 
answers at the end of each session.

One of the two pastors from Calvary 
Temple commented, “Very clear 
messages”... “We are so glad that you, 
like us, believe in reliability and 
trustworthiness and authority of the 
Bible,” the pastor said, “From the 
beginning until the end, from the first 
page till the last page. And all of this that 
you are teaching comes from the Bible, 
so who can oppose to this?” Another 
Pastor said, “Now I know from the 
Scriptures that we are supposed to help 
the Jews back to Israel.”

We praise the Lord that the freewill 
offerings collected during the seminar 
amounting to $3,500 Fijian dollars, and 
was dedicated to Aliyah in Ukraine. As 
our first fruits toward Aliyah, Christians 
for Israel Fiji have committed the total 
funds to support the Aliyah work. These 
funds have already been transmitted to 
Christians for Israel International in The 
Netherlands for distribution.

What a kick start we’ve had! Not in our 
wildest dreams did we think that a 
person with such a high profile as Rev 
Willem Glashouwer would take the time 
to visit our shores and bring solid 
biblical messages to us about Israel.  

What a confirmation from the Lord that 
this was the right time for Rev Willem 
Glashouwer to come to Fiji. We at 
Christians for Israel Fiji are super 
excited and are all geared up to take the 
work of Christians for Israel to the next 
level through God’s help and for the 
glory of God! Praise the Lord! 

Christians for 
Israel Cook 
Islands Launch
By Bob Williams, Christians for 
Israel Cook Islands

On 8 March, Rev. Willem Glashouwer, 
Christians for Israel International 
President, Graham Simpson and Bryce 
Turner from Christians for Israel New 
Zealand arrived in Rarotonga, Cook 
Islands. They were met by Bob Williams 
from Christians for Israel Cook Islands 
and Pastor Ngarima George. Just 
minutes after they landed, there was a 
blessing of raining and wind for 30 
minutes to welcome them to the Cook 
Islands. 

The team stayed at the Kiikii Motel, 
where upon signing in, Rev Willem was 
upgraded to a beachfront room. 

On Friday, breakfast was at Club Raro 
courtesy of the Manageress, followed by 
a quick tour of the island, and a TV 
promotion interview of the weekend 
programme on Cook Islands TV at 
11.30am. A big thank you to Club Raro 
for their sponsorship of the breakfast.

We then took a short tour of the island 
where the team felt were like tourists 
and wished that they could stay longer 
in Rarotonga. A speed of 50km an hour 
took the team about 40 minutes to 
complete the 32km trip around the 
island. If a visitor were to drive around 
the island, it’s not a problem as there is 
only one road round which brings you 
back to where you started.

The evening Open Session at 6pm was 
held at the New Hope Church to talk 
about how Christians for Israel 
International and Christians for Israel 
New Zealand came into being. On a 
small island and a busy Friday evening 
with so many activities taking place, a 
sizeable number of people attended the 
session including members from 
different churches who have visited 
Israel and a Jew national.

Breakfast on Saturday morning was 
kindly sponsored by the Islander Hotel. 
After breakfast, Rev Willem experienced 
for the first time in his life, teaching in 
an open air ministry at the Punanganui 
Market with Pastor George.

Rev Willem Glashouwer met Brother 
Edward Ronia from the Solomon 
Islands, who was visiting the Cook 
Islands. He has been following the 
various activities of Christians for Israel 
through our affiliates in Australia. The 
visit allowed Edward to informally ask 
Rev Willem if he would like to attend the 
official launch of Christians for Israel 
Solomon Islands in the next couple of 
years. The team spent the afternoon 
with Edward and Pastor Nga Pouao, a 
Police Officer who is a strong supporter 
of Christians for Israel Cook Islands. 

The evening was spent at the Edgewater 
Resort who kindly sponsored an Island 
Night dinner and show. 

On Sunday morning, Rev Willem 
preached at the New Hope Church, 
followed by a special service with Vaka 
Viti Fellowship at the Assemblies of God 
Church. The service was attended by 
people from four different churches for 
the special launch of Christians for Israel 
Cook Islands. As a symbol to mark this 
historical event, a stone from Israel was 
presented by Rev Willem to Pastor 
George’s wife and the Christians for 
Israel Cook Islands representative. The 
team departed Rarotonga on Monday 
night after the last day of the tour and 
an evening dinner with Pastor George 
and his family.

Christians for Israel Cook Islands would 
like to extend their appreciation to Rev 
Willem Glashouwer and the Christians 
for Israel New Zealand team for visiting 
the Cook Islands, and also for the 
materials donated to assist us in the 
early days of establishment. The blessing 
of God also goes out to those who 
supported Christians for Israel Cook 
Islands through sponsorships and 
heartfelt love shared during the visit of 
the team.  

What’s Happening in the

Pacific Islands 

Christians for Israel Fiji team with Rev Willem Glashouwer and Bryce Turner

Christians for Israel Cook Islands team with Graham Simpson
and Rev Willem Glashouwer
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Short News
Art Exhibition Opened
in Wellington

In March 2018, Ambassador Dr Gerberg 
opened the art exhibition and auction 
in honour of the 175th anniversary of 
the Wellington Jewish Community. Prof 
Stephen Levine handed the 
Ambassador a certificate from the 
Jewish National Fund which states that 
a tree has been planted in the 
Ambassador’s name in Israel.

Passover or Easter?
By Rev Dr Brian Hooper, The Menorah Group

For centuries there has been a 
very clear distinction between 
the Hebrew celebration of 
Passover, and the Christian 
celebration of Easter, both 
traditionally held on different 
dates. 

However, recent decades have witnessed 
the meteoric rise of a movement called 
Messianic Judaism in which Jews accept 
Jesus as the Messiah – and plant 
congregations in keeping with that 
understanding. 

So this article will seek to address two 
issues:

1. The significance of the Messianic 
movement and:

2. Where does that leave us in our 
understanding of the Jewish Passover and 
the Christian Easter?

>> Messianic Judaism
Messianic Judaism is a religious movement 
that combines the Christian belief that 
Jesus is the Jewish Messiah – with elements 
of Judaism and Jewish tradition. We need 
to remember that Messianic Judaism is 
actually 2000 years old. The writers of the 
New Testament (Brit Hadashah) were 
Jewish. The apostles were Jewish. Some 
historians believe that more than one 
million people in the first century believed 
that Yeshua (Jesus) was the Messiah, both 
in Israel and outside of Israel.

As the number of Gentiles increased, the 
Messianic faith suffered. By the end of the 
first century, Gentile believers 
outnumbered Messianic Jews by 2 to 1. 
Gentile believers did not understand their 
Jewish roots (Romans 11:1-2). By 325 CE the 
Gentile church was the totally dominant 
religion. It had rejected the lunar calendar 
upon which the Hebrew feasts were based 
and adopted the Roman Julian solar 
calendar of 45 BCE. The Church Council of 
Nicaea (325 CE) ruled that there would be 
‘independence of the Jewish calendar’ and 
‘worldwide uniformity’. Thus the separation 
began with the Gentile church establishing 
its own traditions and calendar - discarding 
Passover and replacing it with Easter.  

Messianic Judaism continued to flourish 
well into the seventh century but faced 
adverse forces. The Rabbis pressured 
Messianic Jews to relinquish their faith in 
Yeshua; Gentile Christianity wanted 
Messianic Jews to abandon their 
Jewishness, and Islam on the rise caused 
harm by the sword. 

When the Zionist movement began in the 
1800s, there was a significant increase in 
Messianic Judaism. In 1813 the UK ‘Hebrew 
Christian Movement’ began. The first 
Yiddish New Testament was published in 

1821. ‘Israelites of the New Covenant’ was 
founded in Ukraine in 1884. In 1894 
Leopold Cohn, a Jewish convert founded a 
work in New York that is still going 
(’Chosen People Ministries’). The USA has 
been very responsive to the Messianic 
message.

1948 a Jewish homeland was established. 
In 1967 when, for the first time in since 
the recapture of Jerusalem at the time of 
the Maccabean Revolt in 174 BCE  (and its 
loss to the Romans 64 BCE) Jerusalem was 
again recaptured after 2032 years of 
‘occupation’.  When that happened, there 
was an explosion of Messianic Judaism.   
Luke 21:24 says “…..Jerusalem will be trodden 
down by the Gentiles until the times of the 
Gentiles (occupations) are completed.”  
Isaiah 63:18; Daniel 8:13 

Here are some statistics: From 2003-2007, 
150 Messianic congregations rose to 438 in 
the USA with an estimate of 175,000-
250,000 members; 10,000-20,000 in Israel 
and a worldwide membership of at least 
1,000,000. 

>> The Biblical Feasts
It was on Mount Sinai that God gave 
Moses the dates and observances of the 
seven feasts (Lev. 23:5-34):
1.  Passover (Pesach) 
 Nisan 14-15 (March and April)
2. Unleavened Bread (Chag Hamotzi)  
 Nisan 15-22
3.  First Fruits (Yom habikkurim)           
 Nisan 16-17
4.  Pentecost (Shavu’ot) 
 Sivan 6-7 (late May early June)
5. Trumpets (Yom Teru’ah) 
 Tishri 1 (September October)

6. Atonement (Yom Kippur) 
 Tishri 10
7. Tabernacles (Sukkot) 
 Tishri 15-22

God’s calendar is based on phases of the 
moon. Each month begins with a new 

moon. Passover falls on the first full moon 
of Spring marking the three Spring feasts. 
Pentecost marked the Summer harvest. 
Trumpets announce the three Autumn 
feasts. 

>> Passover 

Passover is the feast of salvation – 
delivered by the blood of the Lamb. It is 
no coincidence that our Lord Himself was 
sacrificed on Passover. Matthew (26:26-29) 
writes: ‘While they were eating, Jesus took 
bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body.” Then he took the cup, gave thanks 
and offered it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 
all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink 
of this fruit of the vine from now on until 
that day when I drink it anew with you in my 
Father’s kingdom.”’ That is our future. That 
is our fulfilment. 

It seems significant that when the Romans 
destroyed Jerusalem, and the temple, in 
CE 70, Judaism adopted a bloodless 
Passover. A sacrificial system required 
both Jerusalem and the temple. In general, 
both Judaism and Messianic 
congregations celebrate a yearly bloodless 
Passover. Many Christian groups also 
celebrate Passover. The Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world, is slain.  

We need to remember that 
Messianic Judaism is actually 
2000 years old.

ISRAEL 
FOCUS GROUP

www.israelfocusgroup.co.nz

Devastation in Tonga

Christians for Israel Tonga was 
preparing for the Why Israel? Bible 
Seminars presented by Rev Willem 
Glashouwer, when Cyclone Gita 
slammed the small island. Bryce Turner, 
Executive Director of Christians for 
Israel New Zealand, made the decision 
not to proceed with the Tongan leg of 
the tour due to health and safety 
reasons. Christians for Israel are now 
planning for their event to take place 
later in the year. Please pray for our 
brothers and sisters in Tonga that they 
may recover and rebuild their lives.
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Violent Riots on the Gaza Border
Courtesy of Israel Institute of New Zealand

What is happening? At the end 
of March, Hamas started 
encouraging people in Gaza to 
attend a ‘Great March of Return’ 
along the border with Israel. 

Around the same time, Hamas test fired a 
rocket and days before the protest, a 
number of armed and unarmed Arab 
Palestinians were caught infiltrating 
Israel.

The United Nations envoy for the Middle 
East, Nickolay Mladenov, warned both 
sides to “exercise restraint and to take the 
necessary steps to avoid violent escalation” 
and specifically cautioned against putting 
civilians and children at risk. Israel also 
warned civilians against attending the 
Hamas-organised event through social 
media, leaflets dropped from airplanes 
and statements to news outlets.

The Israeli Defence Forces deployed more 
than one hundred snipers to the border, 
anticipating violence. On Good Friday, 
the start of Easter and Passover, 
approximately 30,000 people gathered in 
five centres along the border with Israel 
with Hamas claiming it was to be a 
peaceful protest.

However, there was violence. Rioters 
threw Molotov cocktails, hurled stones, 
tried to destroy the border fence, and shot 
at Israel while others chanted “Kill the 
Jews”. The IDF response injured dozens 
and killed sixteen. Of those killed, the IDF 
has identified ten as being known 
terrorists. One of the protesters not 
injured was a seven year old girl that was 
sent across the border – she was picked up 
by Israeli soldiers and returned to her 
parents.

Although the protests were less violent on 
Easter Saturday, Hamas has vowed to 
continue encouraging people to rally for 
another six weeks and the IDF has warned 
that further violence will be met with an 
expanded response, possibly targeting 
terrorist infrastructure within Gaza.

>> Why is there a 
protest?
Hamas leaders at the riots have called on 
the Gazan people to continue “until the 
border is erased”. Indeed, the ‘Great March 
of Return’ is named so to encourage Arab 
Palestinians to continue to believe they 
have a ‘right to return’ to Israel – a false 
understanding of law that is also 
perpetuated by UNRWA.

In reality, Israel unilaterally withdrew 
from Gaza in 2005 and forcibly removed 
Jewish inhabitants so that the Arab 
Palestinian territory would be Judenrein. 
There were hopes that Gaza would 
become ‘the Singapore of the Middle East’ 
then and even in 2017 but a refusal of 
Hamas to end their terror attacks made 
that all but a dream.

Hamas violently took control of Gaza in 
2006 and has continued its conflict with 
Israel at the expense of the welfare of the 
Gazan people. Instead of building 
infrastructure, Hamas has invested in terror.

Hamas laid out its clear objective sand 
strategies in the 1988 ‘Covenant of the 
Islamic Resistance Movement’ and these 
have remained unchanged:

“…a war to the death against falsehood, 
conquering it and stamping it out so that 
truth may prevail, homelands may be 
returned (to their rightful owners) and the 
call of the muezzin may be heard from the 
turrets of the mosques, announcing the 
(re)institution of an Islamic state… There is 
no solution for the Palestinian question 
except through Jihad. Initiatives, proposals 
and international conferences are all a waste 
of time and vain endeavors… It is necessary 
to instill the spirit of Jihad in the heart of the 
nation so that they would confront the 
enemies and join the ranks of the fighters…” 
Covenant of the Islamic Resistance 
Movement.

The riot is also consistent with the Hamas 
strategy of using civilians in their jihad. 

During the 2014 conflict with Israel, 
Hamas hid missiles in United Nations 
schools and launched them from 
hospitals, and they encouraged civilians to 
act as human shields by ignoring IDF 
warnings of attacks against terror 
infrastructure.

Tragically, these tactics lead to civilian 
casualties. When those casualties are used 
to condemn Israel, Hamas’ strategy is 
successful as a public relations coup.

>> What has been the 
response?
Just as in the 2014 conflict and after terror 
attacks in Israel, the casualties have 
cynically been used to condemn Israel by 
many journalists and politicians with little 
context or condemnation of Hamas or the 
violence from protesters.

The United Nations Security Council held 
an emergency session at the request of 
Kuwait, despite requests to wait one day 
due to Passover. The closed-door UNSC 
session saw Kuwait, Jordan, Egypt, and 
Turkey accuse Israel of using 
‘disproportionate force’ against rioters and 
called for an independent investigation. 
There was no condemnation of Hamas or 
the violent rioters.

Headlines in New Zealand media also 
focussed on the Gaza casualties, with 

stories run by TVNZ, Newshub, RadioNZ, 
and Stuff taken from international 
sources. The impression from headlines 
like ‘15 Palestinians shot dead by Israeli army 
on Gaza border’ is that the IDF has 
wantonly murdered innocent people. 
However, at least ten of the sixteen 
Gazans killed were terrorists.

The false impression of a murderous 
Israel is also given by Green Party MP, 
Marama Davidson, in a Facebook post 
that referred to Israel’s “disproportionate 
and brutal violent backlash against tens of 
thousands of Palestinian refugees marching 
peacefully inside Gaza”. When challenged 
with facts about the violent nature of the 
riots and commenters asked her to at least 
condemn Hamas, she refused to engage in 
what she called “meaningless debate” and 
promised to “continue to use (her) platform 
to call out the Israel State sanctioned 
violence”.

With news stories focussed on the 
Palestinian deaths with little context and 
politicians similarly reluctant to condemn 
a terrorist group for urging civilians to 
violently call for the destruction of a 
sovereign nation, there is no incentive for 
Hamas to stop their provocations. This 
protest is likely to continue, more people 
will be harmed, and there will be 
continuing violence.

JOURNEY TO ISRAEL 2019
Israel Study Tour - Departs 11 March 2019
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History Through Generations
By Peter McEniery, Nephew of Claude Henry Hill, Gun Squadron Auckland Mounted Rifles, Regimental Number 16467

Introduction from the Managing Editor:     In 
October 2017, New Zealanders and Australians 
celebrated 100 years since the Battle of Beersheba 
in Israel. In previous publications, we published 
the history of Beersheba, spiritual perspectives 
along with photos from the archives. However, I 
always hoped we could get an insight from a 
soldier’s relative. In January this year, I received 
an email from Peter McEniery, who is the 
nephew of Claude Henry Hill, a New Zealander 
who fought the Battle of Beersheba, who told us 
his uncle’s story...

“My Uncle Claude joined the Waikato 
Mounted Rifles in Hamilton, a regiment of 
the Auckland Mounted Rifles in late 1915. He 
had just left Kings College but was turned 
down from enlisting in Auckland as he didn’t 
have his parents signature. So he travelled to 
Hamilton, enlisted and they accepted him. 

He went overseas in 1916 as reinforcements, 
as the Auckland Mounted Rifles had been 
decimated at Gallipoli. The conditions were 

tough. They fought across Sinai and took part 
in the two battles for Gaza; the first battle 
they lost, and the second battle they drove the 
Ottomans out of Gaza.

31 October 1917, the New Zealand Mounted 
Rifles took the hill at Beersheba at bayonet 
charge and it was a great victory, leading the 
way to Jerusalem which they entered in 
December 1917. The Anzac Mounted Rifles 
achieved a great victory and without their 
bravery, Israel and the Middle East as we 
know it, would not have existed for some 
decades.

Two weeks later at a Jewish village called 
Ayun Kara, 150 Auckland Mounted Rifles 
faced 1500 Turks on an open orchard. They 
held their line with the help of their four 
machine guns; by 4pm the Turks retreated 
and the pursuit was abandoned. One of the 
machine gunners was killed, along with forty 
other soldiers and fifty horses. The next day, 
they were welcomed into the village which 

had plenty of grass for the remaining horses 
and food for the troops. A local Jewish woman 
approached the Aucklanders and asked if 
anyone knew her son, who had gone to New 
Zealand. Amazingly, he was located in the 
Auckland Regiment, and so, mother and son 
were reunited.

The battle that took my uncle’s life was 
considered to be the bloodiest fight of the 
campaign. The casualties were immense; the 
Auckland Mounted Rifles faced at least eight 
Turks to each soldier. 

The irony for our 
family, is that my 
Grandfather made 
the saddles for the 
NZMR but lost his 
oldest son. He is 
buried at Ayun Kara, 
where local school 
children tend to the 
graves.”

Claude Henry Hill

The battlefield graves of the 
New Zealanders killed at Ayun Kara

$10
 RRP $15
Save $5
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1500-Year-Old Israeli Mosaic Found
Courtesy of Jerusalem Post

“The fact that the inscription 
survived is an archaeological 
miracle.”

A 1,500-year-old mosaic floor with a 
Greek inscription has been uncovered 
during works to install communications 
cables in Jerusalem’s Old City - a rare 
discovery of an ancient relic and an 
historic document in one.

The inscription cites 6th-century Roman 
emperor Justinian as well as Constantine, 
who served as abbot of a church founded 
by Justinian in Jerusalem. Archaeologists 
believe it will help them to understand 
Justinian’s building projects in the city.

The full inscription on the ancient mosaic 
reads: “The most pious Roman emperor 
Flavius Justinian and the most God-loving 
priest and abbot, Constantine, erected the 
building in which (this mosaic) sat during 
the 14th indiction.”

Indiction is an ancient method of 
counting years that was used for taxation 
purposes. Archaeologists said the 
inscription suggests the mosaic dated to 
the year 550/551 AD.

Justinian was one of the most important 
rulers of the Byzantine era. In 543 AD he 
established the Nea Church in Jerusalem - 
one of the biggest Christian churches in 
the eastern Roman Empire and the largest 
in Jerusalem at the time. 

“The fact that the inscription survived is an 
archaeological miracle,” David Gellman, 
director of the excavation on behalf of the 
Israel Antiquities Authority, said in a 
statement.“Every archaeologist dreams of 
finding an inscription in their excavations, 
especially one so well preserved and almost 
entirely intact.”

Researchers believe that the building of 
which the mosaic was once part, located 

beside the Old City’s Damascus Gate, was 
used as a hostel for pilgrims. The mosaic, 
was discovered in earlier this year. 

Conservation experts have removed the 
mosaic and are treating it in a specialist 
workshop.

Extremely rare ancient mosaic 
bearing a Greek inscription 
discovered “miraculously” 
in Jerusalem


