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A Terrible Process is Astir

As I write this editorial I am participating in 
a prayer and teaching conference in the 
middle of Brazil. About 50 pastors and some 
of their families and young adults are here 
on the ranch hosted by Val Nogueira, 
Christians for Israel's new coordinator for 
South America. Val has donated part of the 
property she inherited from her father near 
Belo Horizonte to Christians for Israel 
International and the Gideons 24/7 Prayer 
ministry for the establishment of a teaching 
and prayer centre. During the last days we 
have been praying into the vision to bring 
lots of (young) people here from all over 
South America for times of teaching, 
training and prayer, focused on the unity of 
the body of Christ and understanding the 
times we are living in. We want to help the 
local churches in Brazil and beyond to 
prepare a young generation of Spirit-filled 
witnesses of Jesus Christ into our broken 
world. Part of this training is teaching about 
God's purposes with Israel, the church and 
the nations, and how to be a blessing to 
Israel and the Jewish people. 

One of the themes we have been focusing on 
the last few days are the developments in the 
Middle East, their repercussions for the rest 
of the world, and considering what our 
response should be as Christians. We sense 
that things are intensifying and even 
perhaps moving towards some kind of 
climax. Putin's Russia - only recently a 
pariah state - has assumed a central role in 

the region. Turkey is manoeuvring between 
Europe and the Islamic world, all the while 
annihilating the Kurdish minorities with 
impunity. Iran has been released from 
economic sanctions and is free to further its 
expressed objective to destroy the Big and 
Little Satans. The American Administration 
under President Obama has revealed itself as 
a toothless and morally inept player in world 
affairs. ISIS and "radicalism" have become 
our enemy, but no-one dares to address the 
inherent conflict between the ideals of Islam 
and Western liberal democratic values, or 
even criticise the Islamic world for its failure 
to deal with its own problems. Europe is 
showing its inability to find a consensus to 
the massive influx of refugees. In the 
meantime Christian and other minorities in 
the Middle East are being decimated, Jews 
are being attacked in the streets of Jerusalem 
and Paris, women are bing molested in 
public spaces, and radical Islamic cells are 
being strengthened in Paris, Brussels and 
Munich. 

Do we dare suggest that we have a 
fundamental conflict on our hands? How do 
we understand these events, and how should 
we be praying? One is reminded of 
Churchill's warnings in his political 
wilderness years of the 1930's. As one 
commentator has observed, "What separated 
Churchill from his contemporaries was his 
recognition from 1933 on that Nazi Germany 
represented a terrifying strategic and moral 
danger. It was in that dark combination, he 
believed, that the rights, traditions, and 
fundamental beliefs of Western civilization 
were already under assault. In July 1934, 
Churchill wrote in the Daily Mail:

“I marvel at the complacency of ministers in the 
face of the frightful experiences through which 
we have all so newly passed. I look with wonder 
upon the thoughtless crowds disporting 
themselves in the summer sunshine, and upon 

this unheeding House of Commons, which 
seems to have no higher function than to cheer 
a Minister; [and all the while across the North 
Sea], a terrible process is astir. Germany is 
arming.”

Churchill also understood the connection 
between the planned annihilation of the 
Jewish people of Europe and the Nazi threat 
to the value system of Western civilisation. 
Germany's assault on the latter was as it 
were fully represented in the former. 
Churchill as no other understood that our 
attitude towards the Jewish people amongst 
us is a litmus test of our moral commitment 
to the very values that underlie our Western 
society. 

As a praying and discerning generation, we 
need to see the world through spiritual eyes. 
The prophetic word is a light in the 
darkness. The word of God is sharper than a 
two-edged sword. Through the word of God 
we know that the restoration of the nation 
of Israel in the land means that God is in the 
process of establishing his Kingdom on 
earth, when the Messiah will reign over the 
nations and the word of the Lord will go 
forth from Jerusalem. Scripture tells us that 
the restoration of the Jewish people will be a 
catalyst for the body of Christ to awake out 
of its slumber, and for the nations to be 
confronted with fundamental choices. One 
of those choices concerns the city of 
Jerusalem, that will be a stumbling block for 
the nations (Zechariah 12-14). 

>> Interestingly, it is Israel 
that realises - perhaps as no 
other nation - the connection 
between moral values and 
military strategy. 

There can be no military compromise with 
those whose words and actions have 

demonstrated that they hate the very value 
system upon which our society is built. 

I believe if Churchill were alive now he 
would have no hesitation in recognising and 
articulating the fundamental conflict that is 
on the horizon. By the time he came to 
power in 1940 it was too late to avert war or 
save the Jewish people from the impending 
disaster. While we cannot say for certain 
that the events of the 1930's are a perfect 
analogy, we can and must learn from the 
mistakes of the past. There is still time to 
wake up from our spiritual slumber and to 
realise that a "terrible process" is astir. There 
is still time to intercede to the Lord on 
behalf of the Jewish people, and to urge the 
leaders of our nations to understand the 
strategic and moral dangers that face us.

There is still time to understand, like 
Churchill, that moral value of our response 
to world events can be measured by the 
extent to which our nations are committed 
to defending the right of Jewish people to 
defend itself.  

By Andrew Tucker, International Editor & Executive Director, Christians for Israel International

2016 - Decision Time for Germany & Europe
By Harald Eckert, Christians for Israel Board Member | Founder and Leader “Global Prayer Call”

2016 is a 
crucial year – 
for Germany 
as well as for 
Europe. Why? 
And how shall 
we pray then? 

The leaders in 
Germany and Europe are facing some crucial 
questions as they enter into the new year of 
2016. To name some of the most important 
ones:

Ÿ THE REFUGEE CRISES: How will 
Germany deal with the continuing influx of 
refugees from the Middle East, Africa and the 
Balkans? Will Chancellor Merkel politically 
survive her inviting policy? The German 
populace as well as her own party are deeply 
split about this issue.

Ÿ TERRORISM: After the attacks in Paris in 
November last year, there has not been a week 

in Europe without warning of new terror 
attacks. In my own home-town of Munich, 
there was a terror-warning on New Years Eve 
with the central train station and other places 
having to be closed down. The same night in a  
number of other train-stations in major cities, 
people were robbed and frightened en masse. 
Mostly by refugees.

Ÿ WAR: With the background of the terror 
attacks in Paris, France went to war against 
ISIS. Germany joined a little later finding itself 
at the side of whom exactly? Will NATO join? 
Where will this all go? How will Iran use their 
newly gathered strength?

Ÿ EU: With the ongoing financial crisis in 
Greece still lingering on, as well as the refugee 
crises and the controversially debated response 
to it from a European point of view, the 
European Union is in a state of tension as 
never before in its history. If the bailout of 
Greece fails, Italy, Spain and even France might 
not be able to survive financially with a 
number of their major banks being in danger 
of collapsing. At the same time, the UK is 

holding a public vote, probably in summer this 
year, as to whether they should remain in the 
EU or not. 

As Christians for Israel in Germany, between 
January and June we are inviting our friends to 
six regional conferences. This is in order to 
strengthen our Biblical orientation in this 
period of growing crisis as well as our prayer 
power. The theme of all these conferences 
comes from Daniel 2:21 “He knows the time 
and hour!” - a statement which Daniel made in 
the presence of the greatest dictator and 
enemy of the Jewish people of his time, King 
Nebuchadnezzar. 

Indeed, our God is sitting on the throne! From 
His perspective we are realising that our God is 
sovereign over both: Over the times of 
restoration (Acts 3:17-21) as well as over the 
times of shaking (Hebr. 12:25-29). He is even 
promising us, the believers, to use the times of 
shaking in order to promote the times of 
restoration with the climax of the coming of 
His kingdom! This is the perspective in which 
we – with the help of the Holy Spirit – want to 

base and anchor ourselves on during those 
gatherings.  The final evening of all these six 
conferences will be an evening of prayer: 
Praying for Israel, praying for Germany and 
Europe, praying for the Church and praying 
for those six cities.

The key question and the key prayer request 
will be: Will our nations remain in a state of 
pride, rebellion and arrogance against the 
Biblical God (in the Spirit of Psalm 2) or will 
they come to a place of humility, the fear of 
God and cry out to the God of Israel for grace 
and help, for divine wisdom and council? 

This responsibility, of course has to go hand in 
hand with sincere respect for the people of 
Israel.

And as for the Church we shall pray that God 
may give us grace to be ‘salt and light’ and His 
anointed ‘priests and prophets’ towards our 
nations in these critical times and that we 
might continue to be a comfort and source of 
blessing for Israel as a whole and for the Jewish 
people in our own neighborhood. 
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Uganda Defence Force Prays and Fasts for Israel 

Short News

In early January 2016, I was privileged to be 
part of an amazing event in Uganda. Drake 
Kanaabo, our Regional Director for East Africa, 
organised a prayer and fasting event in Uganda 
for five days for 170 officers of the Ugandan 
Defence Force. This is the first time in history 
that such an event has occurred, and it 
represents a break-through following the way 
Uganda mistreated Israel and the Jewish 
people under the dictator Idi Amin. 

The whole event was organised by Christians 
for Israel Uganda, together with Brigade 
General David Wakalu, assisted by General 
Michael Ondoga. Many high-ranking officers 
came together for intercession for God’s 
chosen people and the Promised Land. 

Almost all Ugandans love Israel and it is 
heartwarming to witness their intensive 
prayers, as this is a contrast to so many other 
countries today!

We were honored that the Israeli Deputy 
Ambassador to Uganda and East-Africa, Mr. 
Nadav Peldman, based in Nairobi, Kenya, 
attended this event. Together with Drake, the 
Deputy Ambassador and I were transported by 
canoe from the mainland to Bussi Island in 
Lake Victoria, where the event took place. The 
Deputy Ambassador was also invited to 
officially open a new Medical Centre Doctor’s 
Village on the Island. 

As he noted in his speech to the participants, 
Ambassador Peldman was greatly impressed by 
the love for Israel that he experienced. 

>> Collective repentance 

All the officers collectively expressed their 
sorrow about what happened in 1976 during 
the Raid on Entebbe under dictator Idi Amin, 
in which Jonathan (Yoni) Netanyahu lost his 
life, as well as the expulsion of Israelis from 
Uganda under Amin. Even though eighteen 
Ugandan soldiers lost their lives during the 
Israeli intervention on the airport to set the 
hostages free, until today these events have 
been a heavy burden on the Ugandan Military. 

The officers repented on behalf of the whole 
Ugandan Defence Force for the enmity shown 
by Uganda to Israel over the decades, and 
officially asked the Deputy Ambassador to 
forgive them as an Israeli, on behalf of the 
entire Jewish Nation: this was a very emotional 
moment.

During the event I had the opportunity to 
teach the participants about God’s plan for 
Israel, the Church and the nations and to 
explain to the officers about the Mission and 
Vision of Christians for Israel International. 
The message was very well received, 
and although most of them were 
born-again Christians, the officers 
were astonished to hear many new 
insights from the Bible, as they are so 
much influenced by Replacement 
Theology.

>> Other speaking 
engagements

Another opportunity I had, to speak 
for just one hour with 200 youngsters 
at a school camp outside Kampala, had 

a great impact on these children between 
fifteen and twenty years old as they were only 
familiar with the idea that THEY are the New 
Israel! We showed them from the Bible that 
this is misleading! 

Furthermore, I was asked to speak in the 
Church of “Volunteers of Salvation Outreach 
Ministries” (VOSO) of Pastor Sarah Mikisa in 
Kampala. Once a year all 210 church members 
spend a whole week praying day and night for 
Israel. Pastors from other churches were also 
invited as visitors in order to learn about Israel.

I have never experienced more love for God’s 
people than in this place where they start with 
the National Israeli Anthem (in Hebrew!) and 
of Uganda every day! Remarkably, many of 
them, including Pastor Sarah, have a Muslim 
background.

Eight and a half hours of teaching in two days 
about God’s plan for Israel made them so 
hungry for the Word of God, that one night we 
finished at 11.30pm. The Why Israel? Teachings 
were a revelation to them, and they plan to do 
this again every year.

To quote what so many Ugandans told me: “I 
am blessed”. 

Iran Sets Holocaust-
Denial Cartoon Contest 
with Increased Prize 
Money
Iran has announced that this year’s 
contest for cartoons denying the 
Holocaust will take place two weeks 
before International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day with a top prize 
increased to $50,000 from its previous 
level of $12,000. 

The contest, this year sponsored by the 
Tehran Municipality, has again angered 
Israeli leaders and the world community. 

Israel’s ambassador to the United 
Nations Danny Danon has asked 
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon to 
intercede, arguing that holding the 
contest is an anti-Semitic act that 
legitimises the murder of six million 
Jews. The Israelis note that it is 
particularly odious that the organisers of 
the contest are Iranian officials.

By Jos van Westing, Christians for Israel International – Manager Fundraising and Development 

Pope Visits Rome 
Synagogue, Calls on
Christians to Reject
Anti-Semitism

Pope Francis made his first visit as 
pontiff to a synagogue on Sunday, 1 7 
January 2016 where, in a reference to 
Islamist attacks, he condemned violence 
in the name of religion. His
comments were made before Rome 
Jewish community leaders and Israeli 
representatives Knesset Speaker YuIi 
Edelstein and Religious Services 
Minister David Azoulay. 

Francis became the third pontiff to visit 
Rome's main synagogue, after popes 
John Paul and Benedict. 

“The violence of man against man is in 
contradiction with any religion worthy 
of this name, in particular the three 
great monotheistic religions (Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam)," he said in what 
appeared to be a reference to attacks by 
Islamist terrorist. "Neither violence nor 
death will ever have the last word before 
God." 

Francis called for the "rediscovery of the 
Jewish roots of Christianity" and 
repeated an appeal for Catholics to say 
'no' to every form of antisemitism. 

Jews and Christians must feel like 
brothers united by the same God and by 
a rich common spiritual heritage," he 
said. Edelstein thanked Francis for his 
contribution to improving relations 
between Jews and Christians. 

The Knesset Speaker also praised the 
Pontiff for mentioning that Israel is the 
Holy Land, thus encouraging Christian 
pilgrims to visit the country. 
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Calm in the Eye of the Storm
By Aviel Schneider, Israel Today 

>> It is 2016, and the New Year 
is always accompanied by hope 
for better times. Political, 
economic and spiritual low 
points shall be overcome.

For analysts it is a time to predict: The 
tumbling stock market will lead to a crash. The 
plummeting price of crude oil, around $30 a 
barrel, will keep falling. “Stop the doomsday 
scenarios!” say others.

In 2015, the Israeli shekel was among the 
strongest currencies in the world and this 
trend is expected to continue in 2016. Real 
estate prices will keep rising despite efforts to 
make housing affordable to the middle class.

Israeli experts warn of inclement weather; El-
Niño is expected to strike again. Israel is less 
prepared for natural disasters than wars with 
its Arab neighbors.

Beyond the borders of the Jewish state, the 
greater Middle East is in turmoil. In the wake 
of low oil prices, Saudi Arabia had a budget 
deficit of $90 billion last year with no sign of a
rebound. Sunnis and Shiites are fighting and 
slaughtering their Muslim brothers. They hate 
each other even more than they detest Israel.

This debunks the myth that Israel is the source 
of all conflict in the Middle East. ISIS is killing 
everyone who does not follow their strict form

of Sunni Sharia law, and the “heretical” Shiites 
are the first targets.

>> “The ISIS jihadists are 
afraid of only one country: 
Israel,” said German journalist 
Jürgen Todenhöfer, who had 
the chance to visit the 
“Caliphate.”

Sunni Saudi Arabia outraged rival Iran by 
executing Shiite cleric Nimr al-Nimr in the 
beginning of the year.

“The Saudi leadership will not escape the 
wrath of Allah,” warned Iran’s supreme leader, 
the Ayatollah Khamenei. Undeterred, the 
Saudis broke off diplomatic ties with Iran and 
several Persian Gulf states followed suit. The 
power struggle between Saudi Arabia and
Iran threatens global stability because most of 
the world’s crude oil passes through the shared 
waters of the Gulf.

The Sunnis are blaming President Barack 
Obama for these tensions because of the 
controversial nuclear deal with Iran. Crippling 
international sanctions have been lifted, giving 
Iran more resources to sponsor regional terror 
and upheaval. Obama’s Middle East strategy 
has suffered a political knockout, clearing the 
way for a new strongman in town: Russian 
President Vladimir Putin has intervened 
militarily in the Syrian civil war on behalf of 

the Assad regime as the impotent West looks 
on.

Another new Mideast power broker is Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who made
the mistake of offending Putin by shooting 
down a Russian warplane in November. “When 
Russia invades Turkey, the Messiah will come,” 
said Rabbi Moishe Sternbuch, a leading Torah 
scholar in Jerusalem.

Now, all of a sudden, Erdogan wants to 
reconcile with Israel after years of strained 
relations. Perhaps he needs an ally after losing 
favor with Russia, or maybe he is attracted by 
Israel’s offer of reasonably-priced natural gas 
from its new offshore fields in the  
Mediterranean. Egypt opposes this 
rapprochement because Turkey supports 
Hamas in Gaza, a group that has been actively
assisting ISIS terrorists in Sinai who are 
fighting the regime in Cairo.

>> And the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict? It has been drowned 
out by the surrounding 
turbulence.

What was on top yesterday is upside down 
today. In Hebrew it is called tohu-vavohu -
chaos. The storm is raging all around, but in 
the midst of it, Israel remains an island of 
relative stability like the eye of a hurricane.
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Removing the Church’s Veil in Regard to Israel
The whole land of 
Canaan, where you 
now reside as a 
foreigner, I will give 
as an everlasting 
possession to you 
and your 
descendants after 

you; and I will be their God. (Genesis 
17:8)

How Many Believe that Promise Remains Both 
Literal and Valid?

When I first moved to Israel about 20 years 
ago, Israelis were coming to greater awareness 
not only of Christian support for their nation, 
but also of why Christians were supporting 
their nation. It was a form of Christian witness 
to the Jewish state, really. Israel had few 
political friends, but Christian everywhere 
seemed to love her, and many Israelis sought 
to know why.

Sadly, that curiosity has turned to confusion as 
more and more churches join boycott 
movements targeting Israel. Today, you can 
open any of Israel's mainstream newspapers 
and read editorials wondering why this or that 
church has now turned against Israel.
It is clear that Replacement Theology is again 
rearing its head. Nor should this come as any 
great surprise when examining the condition 
of the Church today.

>>  Lost Generation?

The so-called "millennial" generation is far less 
rooted in Scripture than their parents' 
generation. Instead, they are steeped in a 
liberal, politically-correct culture that skews 
their reading of the Bible and how it relates to 
Israel.

Replacement Theology has managed to 
successfully re-brand itself for this new 
generation by putting on the garments of 
social justice and activism. One way in which 
it has done this is through a movement known 
as Palestinian Liberation Theology.

Palestinian Liberation Theology takes 
Replacement Theology, which says the biblical 
promises made to Israel now belong to the 
Church, and goes a step further by teaching 
that the promises specifically pertaining to 
land belong to the Palestinian Church.

Until the advent of Palestinian Liberation 
Theology about a decade ago, Replacement 
Theology was for Israel largely an external 
concern. But the enemy likes to mimic the 
methods of God, and if the Word of the Lord 
will go forth from Zion, then so, too, will 
Replacement Theology.

In service to that goal, the forces behind 
Replacement Theology have poured their 
resources into creating an epicenter within the 
Land of Israel itself from which its message 
would be sent out to the nations. The most 
prominent example of this has been a 
conference known as Christ at the 
Checkpoint. Having attended this bi-annual 
conference, I’ve witnessed this re-packaged 
Replacement Theology being fed to an up-and-
coming generation of Christians. And it is 
clear why it is so appealing to those with a 
more shallow understanding of Scripture.

Palestinian Liberation Theology purports to be 
chiefly concerned with human rights, social 
justice, kindness and love. And it bolsters the 
argument by pointing to Jesus' own teachings 
on these principles from the very land where 
Jesus walked.
And it's not necessarily wrong, at least not in 
its call for kindness and love.

But to make the leap from there to pointing an 
accusing finger at Israel alone as a violator of 

these principles, and therefore declaring that 
the State of Israel has no connection to the 
Bible, that it is not the reborn nation spoken of 
by the prophets, is biblically unsound. 

Israel is not perfect, just as no nation is perfect. 
But for truly Bible-believing Christians, that 
shouldn't be the point. Israel never was 
perfect. The Bible is filled with Israel's 
imperfections. But God always dealt with and 
through Israel in her imperfection.

>>  The Other Veil

It is extremely troubling to see Bible-believing 
Christians adopting this social justice-flavored 
version of Replacement Theology for two 
reasons in particular:

1 Demanding perfection of the Jew while 
accepting that no one can or does meet 
that standard is anti-Semitism, plain and 
simple. You are setting the Jew up for 
failure; you are setting Israel up for 
failure.

2 The rebirth of Israel as a nation state in 
our day is a simply amazing thing for 
those who believe the Bible. It is the most 
tangible evidence in over 2,000 years that 
God is real and keeps His covenants. For 
the Church to disregard such a powerful 
witnessing tool is mind-boggling. 

Growing up in the Church, a common theme 
of discussion was how great it would be if the 
things we read in the Bible still happened 
today. Since moving to Israel, I've come to 
realise that the Bible is still happening. And 
not only in the lives of Christians living out 
their faith in Messiah. The story of Israel is still 
happening.

The simple truth is that while the Jewish 
people may have a veil over their eyes 
regarding the identity of Messiah, much of the 
Church has a veil over its eyes regarding Israel. 
And until that veil is removed, the Church 
can’t fully satisfy its calling to be a witness to 
the Jewish people.

>>  Post-Biblical Mindset

Now, those pushing Palestinian Liberation 
Theology or subtly muted versions of it do 
make one valid point. Western Christians who 
support Israel have a tendency to either ignore 
or simply be unaware of the local Palestinian 
Arab Christians caught in the middle of this 
conflict. Trapped between Islam and Israel, 
they are in the most unenviable position 
possible. And they deserve our attention, love 
and support.

But that love and support must be based on 
truth, and Palestinian Liberation Theology 
does not represent biblical truth. It represents 
a modern, politically-correct, humanist 
reimagining of the New Testament. And it 
represents a post-biblical interpretation of 
Jesus' words.

To provide but one example of this post-
biblical mindset, allow me to recall my first 
visit to Christ at the Checkpoint. 

During a keynote session, one of the 
conference organisers, an American seminary 
professor, ranted tirelessly about the audacity 
of the Jews that they would still today lay claim 
to a promise that had been made to Abraham 
over 4,000 years ago.

Already this is problematic, because if any of 
God's promises have expiration dates, then we 
are all in trouble.

But more shocking to me - and I just happened 
to be sitting in the right place in the hall that 
day - was that as the speaker referenced the 

promise to Abraham, one of the gentlemen 
seated in front of me leaned over to the other 
and whispered, "Yeah, if Abraham even existed 
at all." 

I stress that this was an event attended by 
ostensibly Bible-believing Evangelical 
Christians, and some of them didn't believe 
that Abraham had ever existed, let alone that 
God had made actionable promises to 
Abraham's seed.

>>  Pawns of the Enemy

As suggested by its name, Palestinian 
Liberation Theology involves much of the 
Palestinian Christian leadership. This has been 
very difficult for the Israeli Messianic Jewish 
leadership, many of whom grew up with these 
same Palestinian Christian leaders together as 
believers in the Land. And in decades past, 
many, if not most, of these Palestinian 
Christians supported Israel, or at the very least 
acknowledged the biblical mandate for Israel's 
rebirth.

But, just as the Palestinian Arabs in general are 
a pawn in the Islamic world's effort to destroy 
Israel, so, too, has the Palestinian Church 
become a pawn of Replacement Theology, and 
far too many have been taken in by this false 
doctrine.

>>  Seeds of Hope

Happily, not all Palestinian Evangelical 
Christians buy into the lie of Replacement 
Theology. 

There are a number of Palestinian pastors who 
remain convinced of the eternal validity of 
God's promises to Israel, and rather than fight 
her restoration, they are busying themselves 
with preaching the Gospel to the Muslims.

But my favorite example of this is a young 
Christian from Gaza whom I’ve had the 
pleasure of befriending over the past year.

Repeatedly abused by the Muslims around 
him, this young man nevertheless grew up 

believing his true enemies were the Jews. Still, 
as a result of his physical suffering, he began to 
genuinely cry out to God. 

Several years ago, he decided to enter 
Jerusalem, which is forbidden for a Palestinian 
without proper authorisation. And so, he was 
picked up by Israel's Border Police and taken in 
for questioning. As he sat in the interrogation 
room, my friend prayed, "God, I know you told 
me to love my enemies, but I hate these 
Israelis. If you want me to love them, You have 
to do something." Immediately his heart was 
changed, and when the soldier returned he 
could feel nothing but uncontrollable love for 
this Israeli who only minutes early he wanted 
to strangle.

This young man has since very conspicuously 
tattooed the "Shma" - Hear, O Israel, the Lord 
Our God, the Lord is One - on his arm in 
Hebrew. He now tries to get picked up by 
Israeli soldiers so that when, in their shock and 
bewilderment, they ask why in the world the 
Shma would be tattooed on the arm of an 
Arab, he can answer by sharing with them the 
love of Yeshua. 

More than once, as he tells me, an Israeli 
soldier has shed tears over the fact that an 
Arab Christian addressed him in such a 
manner.

If a single young Palestinian Christian can 
have such an impact on a handful of Israeli 
soldiers, imagine what would happen if the 
entire Palestinian Evangelical Church was 
doing this. It would shake the nation of Israel. 
It is for this reason that I believe the 
Palestinian Church holds one of the keys to 
Israel's full redemption.

I relate all this ultimately to encourage prayer 
for the Palestinian Church. Because at present 
the enemy has scored a major victory in 
turning this Church against Israel, in ensuring 
that far too few are behaving as my friend 
does.

>>  Media Bias

Until this point, I've tried to bring perspective 
to a religious argument whose goal is to 
portray Israel negatively. But when targeting a 
social activist generation, religious arguments 
typically build upon a foundation of biased and 
inaccurate media reporting.

What I’ve found is that more often than not, 
the mainstream media won't tell outright lies 
about Israel, though this does happen, but 
rather will omit crucial elements from stories, 
and in so doing paint a picture that doesn't 
match reality.

Examples of this phenomenon are numerous, 
and far more accessible following the 2014 
Gaza war, after which a great many foreign 
correspondents acknowledged the bias in their 
reports resulting from intimidation, prejudice 
and the simple need to sell a juicy story.

Because of this it is imperative that Christians 
hearing and reading news reports about what 
is happening in Israel do so with a critical eye. 
Always seek out what might be important 
missing aspects of the story.

Ryan Jones has been an editor and writer for 
Israel Today Magazine, a Messianic-run Israeli 
news agency, since 2007. Born and raised in a 
Christian family in the United States, Ryan first 
visited Israel in 1996 and immediately caught 
the "Israel/Hebrew Roots" vision, an aspect of 
faith that had been almost completely missing 
until that point. Shortly after, Ryan moved to 
Israel to do volunteer work. He would later 
work in tourism before moving on to full-time 
writing, first for local ministries and then as a 
reporter/commentator for both US and Israel-
based publications.

By Ryan Jones, Editor and Writer for Israel Today



Commentary/Theology 05

The Chief End of Man is to Glorify God 

Basis Of Living: God-centered 
vs.Humanistic (man-centred in 
motive, manner and message)
Rev. 7:9-12 "Great multitude saying ... 
Blessing & glory”

Ÿ "The chief end of mankind is to glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever."

Ÿ Until and unless He becomes the whole 
given goal and practical purpose of our 
lives, our reason for life, work,- studies - 
and even religious commitment will be in 
vain.

Ÿ As His Divinity defines real Christianity, 
true theology attempts to describe Him.

Ÿ This call, while infinite in possibility, open-
ended in personal growth and limitless in 
potential is practical in daily reality. His 
yoke is easy, and His burden is light.

Ÿ All spheres of both human employment 
and enjoyment are His to govern and 
guide. 

Ÿ The ultimate deception is an independent 
spirit. The ultimate loss is of His honor.

>> It Is The Fundamental 
Requirement

Deuteronomy 10:12 And now, Israel, what does 
the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the 
Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, and to 
love him and to serve the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul".
Micah 6:8 He has shown you, 0 man, what (is) 
good; and what does the Lord require of you, but 
to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with your God? (Inscription Library of 
Congress: Religion). Deuteronomy 4:29 But if 
from thence you shall seek the Lord your God, 
you shall find (him), if you seek him with all 
your heart and with all your soul. 

Psalms 27:4 One (thing) have I desired of the 
Lord, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in 
the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to 
behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in 
his temple. I Chronicles 28:9 And you, Solomon 
my son, know the God of your father, and serve 
him with a perfect heart and with a willing 
mind: for the Lord searches all hearts, and 
understands all the imaginations of the 
thoughts: if you seek him, he will be found of 
you; but if you forsake him, he will cast you off 
for ever.

>> Seeking God Continually

I Chronicles 16:11 Seek the Lord and his strength, 
seek his face continually. Isaiah 55:6 Seek the 
Lord while he may be found, call upon him 
while he is near: Psalms 105:4 Seek the Lord, 
and His strength: seek His face evermore. Psalms 
14:2 The Lord looked down from heaven upon 
the children of men, to see if there were any 
that did understand, (and) seek God. 

Amos 5:8 (Seek him) that makes the seven stars 
and Orion, and turns the shadow of death into 
the morning, and makes the day dark with 
night: that calls for the waters of the sea, and 
pours them out upon the face of the earth: 
The Lord (is) his name.

>> Secret of True Satisfaction 
and Joy

Psalms 22:26 The meek shall eat and be 
satisfied: they shall praise the Lord that seek 
him: your heart shall live for ever. Psalms 34:10 
The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: 
but they that seek the Lord shall not want any 
good (thing). 

Psalms 40:16 Let all those that seek You rejoice 
and be glad in You: let such as love your 
salvation say continually The Lord be 
magnified. Psalms 105:3 Glory in his holy name: 
let the heart of them rejoice that seek the Lord. 
I Chronicles 16:10

>> God is Jealous for Our 
Exclusive Affection

Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in 
mercy; break up your fallow ground: for (it is) 
time to seek the Lord, till He come and rain 
righteousness upon you. Hosea 10:12. That they 
should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel 
after him, and find him, though he be not far 
from every one of us: Acts 1 7:27. Seek the Lord, 
all meek of the earth, which have wrought his 
judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: 
it may be you shall be hid in the day of the 
Lord's anger. Zephaniah 2:3. For thus says the 
Lord to the house of Israel, Seek me, and you 
shall live: Amos 5:4. You shall worship no other 
god: for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a 
jealous God. Exodus 34:14.

William “Winkie” Pratney, is known worldwide 
as a Christian speaker, youth communicator 
and author. 

He has spoken in annual leadership training 
seminars for over four decades, and to young 
people for over five. Winkie has worked with 
many leading international youth movements 
including Champions for Christ, Chi Alpha, 
Operation Mobilisation, Masters Commission, 
Teen Challenge, Teen Mania, Youth with a 
Mission, Youth for Christ and Youth Alive. 

Winkie, his wife, Faeona and son William are 
New Zealanders (his son is a US born dual-
citizen), and maintain a permanent residence in 
New Zealand.

By Winkie Pratney, Christian Speaker, Youth Communicator and Author

2015 Why Israel? Conference in United States
a Huge Success By Mark Zulim, Christians for Israel USA

Have you ever wondered why the nation of 
Israel exists today, a nation that came back 
from oblivion? Why should America care for 
another nation several thousand miles away 
that is no more than the size of New Jersey 
with a population of eight million that much 
of the world plots its destruction and the 
remainder seems to criticise its efforts to 
defend itself thereof? Why any nation would 
consider being an ally or remotely associated 
with such a nation is the critical question that 
many Americans ponder today.

A recent poll by the Pew Research Center 
found that about 82% of Evangelical Americans 
and about 25% of Jewish Americans believe the 
Jewish people have a divine right to the Land 
of Israel. But of these same Americans few can 
succinctly answer the question: Why Israel?

In 2015 the resounding answers to the above 
questions were given at the Christians
for Israel USA conference titled, "Why Israel?" 
which was hosted by East Bay Foursquare 
Church of Danville, California. The seminar's 
teacher was none other than Christians
for Israel International’s very own President, 
Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer who taught all day 
from his trilogy of books.

The amount of knowledge and wisdom 
expounded to around 200 participants, 
including twelve Pastors, was amazing to say 
the least. Fred van Westing, Christians
for Israel USA Chief Executive Officer and his 
wife Wendy, who have been members of East 
Bay Foursquare Church for many years, 
initiated the event, in full support of Senior 
Pastor Rick Fry.

They all were deeply touched to witness this 
incredible enthusiasm and support for God's 
chosen people. Many came with an open heart 
to truly listen and learn from Rev. 
Glashouwer's knowledge on the subject, which 
goes back to his roots in the Netherlands.

According to those who attended the "Why 
Israel?' classes in 2014 and 2015, this was a 
compelling reason to attend this extraordinary 
event. Without exception they all expressed 
their desire to hear Rev. Glashouwer speak 
"life" on Israel. The Conference left no stone 
unturned as it covered the Biblical history of 
Israel, the present state of Israel and the Jewish 
people, and Israel's role for God's Kingdom to 
come, including us, Gentiles!

The Conference did not fall short in any of 
these aspects as the 
Biblical historic Israel, the 
Israel of today, God's plan 
for the future of Israel, and 
Gentiles, were all 
meticulously laid out for 
the audience.
 
Rev. Glashouwer told his 
audience, "The return of 
the Jews to Israel is the 
final wakening call for the 
Church, its last chance to 
change her age-old 

'replacement-theologies'. 
Israel is the greatest sign 
of hope for the world. 
When God starts the 
process of redeeming the 
human race, His first 
word to Abraham when 
He calls him is "Land" - 
the land of Israel.

Israel does not exist today 
because of the grace 
Christianity bestows it, nor because the United 
Nations grants it, and neither does it exists 
because Islam allows it.

Israel exists because God promised it in His 
covenant-relationships with the Jewish people.
The Lord wants His Church to understand 
what is happening today and to get up and 
come to action, understanding how we must 
look to lsrael from God's perspective. We
Christians are blessed because we are grafted 
into the New Covenant made with the House 
of Israel and the House of Judah (Jeremiah 
31:31-34) when Jesus lifted the cup after the 
Pesach meal (Luke 22:20) with His Jewish 
friends and established that New Covenant 
with them.

>> But by the grace of God, we 
as Gentiles became 'grafted' in 
this New Covenant!”

Great care was taken to provide a clear 
message, that the Bible is the inspired Word of 
God, in which He reveals His loving purposes 
for ALL creation and through His sovereignty, 
God chose the nation of Israel as His 
instrument for blessing ALL nations on earth.

Special guests were Dr. Nik Wolfson, Chair 
and Jonathan Bernstein, Executive Director, 

Friends of the Israel Defence Forces (FIDF) of 
the San Francisco Bay Area Chapter. In a brief 
exchange during one of the breaks, Dr. Nik 
Wolfson expressed his total amazement on 
how Christians for Israel and East Bay 
Foursquare stand in the gap in support of the 
Jewish people.

Rev. Glashouwer taught that although the 
Bible teaches that the nation of Israel has been 
blinded in part, God still loves His chosen 
people (Romans 11). The most important point 
made at the conference was the Biblical and 
prophetic fact that the Church has NOT 
replaced Israel in this role, God's covenants 
with the nation of Israel are everlasting, and 
His gifts and calling upon Israel are irrevocable 
(Romans 11:29). For this is clearly seen in 
Genesis 27:7, “I will keep My covenant between 
Me and you and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations, as an everlasting 
covenant to be your God and the God of your 
offspring after you.”

At the end of the conference, East Bay 
Foursquare Church Senior Pastor Rick Fry 
remarked, “There is so much to learn from 
God's Word. So continue to read and study 
HIS word, ask the Holy Spirit to give you the 
full understanding of His Promises and His 
Commitments to us, The Gentiles!”

February 2016
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True Freedom Makes the World Panic!
By Dr Daniel Shayestah (Abridged by Publisher)

February 2016

Short News

All Islamic countries 
(especially the 
radical ones), all 
communist countries 
and all leftists in 
western countries 
become nervous 
when someone 

desires to live in real freedom. 

This real freedom can only be found through 
looking deeply into life and at differences 
among beliefs, in order to embrace the best. It 
is amazing and mind blowing that billions of 
dollars are spent, thousands of people’s blood is 
shed and many are made homeless each year 
around the world in order to block the way for 
people to have freedom.

It is like a deadly poison to the leaders of 
Islamic countries, even to the most moderate 
ones, if you go to their countries and take an 
opportunity to talk about your non-Islamic 
belief. If they are moderate and decide to be a 
bit nice to you, they just deport you. 
Otherwise, they can keep you in prison for 
years and accuse you of spying in order to 
make their inhumane initiatives look remotely 
legitimate to civilised nations. 

The central motive of all Islamic terrorist 
groups in the world is that there are some 
people in the world who love freedom and may 
become a challenge to the spread of Islam’s 
tyrannical leadership in the future. 

According to the Quran, freedom lovers must 
be terrorised since there is no option given to 
any man or woman to express their own 
opinion concerning Allah’s and his prophet’s 
decisions in the Quran. (Sura (Chapter) 33:36; 
also read Sura (Chapter) 8).

During the thirteen year period when 
Muhammad, the prophet of Islam was not 
famous but a middle class Meccan money 
earner, he was peaceful. He even attended a 
church with his wife, just as some of our 
presidents and prime ministers do before 
elections. He referred to the Bible, in the hands 
of his contemporary Christians and Jews, as the 
light for people. The pinnacle point of his 
message at that time was “no compulsion in 
religion.

But that scenario changed after Muhammad 
moved from Mecca to Medina, became a
statesman and made a fortune. It was then that 
he forbade criticism (Quran 33:36) and outlawed 
the existence of any other religion and 
furthermore sanctioned that a pious Muslim 
had to be known to everyone as a terrorising 
person (Quran 9:123). He even replaced some 
old verses of the Quran, which were barriers to 
his newly adopted anti-freedom ethics, and 
replaced them with new ones in order to 
legitimise his harsh attitudes and thereby 
safeguard his dictatorial fortune, power and 
status. So, practically, his beliefs became of 
secondary importance to him after gaining his 
fortune.

The history of Islam is full of this kind of 
shocking and capricious leadership style when 
leaders changed even the most sacred beliefs of 
Islam to protect their fortunes or their power. 
One example is the changing of the prayer 
direction from Jerusalem to Petra in Jordan by 
Muhammad, and then after his death the shift 
from Petra to the present Mecca in Saudi 
Arabia. It is still the same among Muslim 
leaders. The Quran in verses 21 and 22 of its 
chapter 5 says that Israel belongs to Jews 
forever. In verse 104 of chapter 17 it also says 
that even scattered Jews will be brought to 
their promised land. But Muslim leaders do not 
care about their Quran’s sanction of the rights 
of Jews over Israel. This is because hostility 
towards Jews has created fortunes for them and 
will do the same for their children and 
grandchildren.

The West believes in freedom. Freedom to act 
as they please, worship freely however and 
whenever they please. The result of this is that 
they have welcomed all sorts of beliefs, 
religions and creeds into their countries with 
the expectation that these people too, support 
freedom. However where their beliefs do not 
allow freedom they infiltrate our western way 
of life with beliefs that are not compatible with 
ours. 

Now, more or less every practice of every group 
is valid, irrespective of how brutal or abusive it 
may be, since it is legitimate in that particular 
group’s culture or belief.
Multiculturalism has given sovereignty to 
almost every practice in the West. But this has 
been ridding the West of its own Judeo-

Christian values which, in a great many cases, 
lie at the heart of western freedom. This 
outcome has produced great passivity among 
rank and file people so that opportunists can 
take over and be hostile to freedom lovers. This 
is what we get now. The arrows of the 
opponents of freedom are in the ‘western air’ 
even before we say a word in favor of freedom. 
Freedom lovers are called haters, fascists or 
Nazis by the children of multiculturalism and 
have even been attacked physically by them.

>>  How do we handle these 
invasions and hostilities?

There are two ways for us to deal with the 
enemies of freedom; either we become worldly, 
as they are, compromise with their desires and 
receive their friendship, or, we stay honest to 
our faith in Christ and pay the price - since 
there is no benefit in having the world but 
losing eternal joy. Two thousand years ago, our 
Master saw our days and told us:

“If the world hates you, you know that it hated 
Me before it hated you. If you were of the 
world, the world would love its own. Yet 
because you are not of the world, but I have 
chosen you out of the world, therefore the 
world hates you. Remember the word that I 
said to you, the servant is not greater than his 
master. If they have persecuted Me, they will 
also persecute you. If they have kept My 
sayings, they will also keep yours. But all these 
things they will do to you for My name's sake, 
because they do not know Him who sent Me.” 
(John 15:18-21, MKJV) 

We cannot expect better things from the world 
since it does not know Jesus and does not have 
the joy of His freedom. Also, we cannot 
persuade people with truth if we are of the 
world and do not speak truthfully. Therefore, 
we need to rejoice in our freedom in Jesus 
Christ which is the power for our triumph over 
hatred and hostility.

Secondly, we need to stand on our heavenly 
identity and not invest our time and money for 
hatred or a worldly fortune, as worldly people 
do. We are fortunate that we are enabled to 
bear the hatred of the world, while not being 
like the world by  responding to hatred with 
hatred.

World’s Largest Menorah
in Maastricht - 
Netherlands

More than 300 people attended the 
lighting of the world's largest Menorah 
in Maastricht, Netherlands on the 7th of 
December (the 2nd night of Hanukkah). 
The Menorah was erected in front of the 
City Hall. The Mayor of the town, 
Annemarie Penn, welcomed everyone 
and stated that she was proud that such 
an event could take place in Maastricht, 
despite all the turmoil in the world. 

The Menorah, shaped in the form of the 
Star of David, was built in 2013 by 
Christians for Israel Netherlands. It is a 
landmark that illustrates the light that 
Israel and the Jewish people are to the 
world, and it symbolises in a beautiful 
way universal values such as friendship, 
tolerance and appreciation.

Czech Parliament Votes
Against Labeling West
Bank Settlement 
Products
“It starts with the marking of Jewish 
products, but how will it end?”

The Czech Republic rejected the EU 
notice to label goods imported from the 
West Bank and the Golan Heights.

“This is counterproductive to the Israeli-
Palestinian peace process, harmful to US 
national security interests, and 
contributes to the deeply misguided 
anti-Israel Boycott, Divestment, and 
Sanctions (BDS) movement. Boycotts 
chip away at economic integration, 
which negatively affects Israelis and 
Palestinians alike. The establishment of 
the European Economic Community 
was predicated on the notion that peace 
and security are achieved through trade, 
economic cooperation, and job creation 
– not boycotts and isolation. The same is 
true for Israelis and Palestinians.” A few 
countries including Hungary and Greece 
have pledged to disregard the EU ruling. 
Unfortunately Chancellor Merkel has 
announced Germany’s support of the EU 
labelling notice.

Man, the Land and Trees
In Israel there is a proverb that says, “we 
can learn from trees!” Each year most of 
Israel's rainfall falls between the onset of 
winter and Tu B'Shvat, which usually 
falls between mid January to early 
February each year. Just as trees need 
water and sustenance in order to survive, 
grow and thrive, man needs spiritual 
sustenance in order to survive, grow and 
thrive.

Tu B'Shvat is the time when the first 
trees of the field - usually the Wild 
Almond called the "Bride of the Field" - 
start to blossom. And... just as trees bear 
fruit in their season, man also bears fruit 
in his season.

An Amazing Experience 
I had an amazing experience a few weeks ago, 
just before the Hanukah holiday began. I 
hosted Father Gabriel Naddaf, Chairman of the 
Christian Empowerment Council (CEC) and 
spiritual leader of the Aramean Christians in 
Israel, together with CEC volunteers, for a full 
day visit in Samaria. That day included 
meetings with rabbis and community leaders 
as well as visits to Biblical sites. I gave a short 
teaching about the Biblical promises, while 
looking out towards Mt. Gerizim, Mt. Ebal and 
the Oak of Moreh.

Father Naddaf has stood strong as a Christian 
Zionist for a few years now and is encouraging
Israeli Christians from Arab areas to enlist in 
the IDF. But he has never before made a 
statement concerning Judea and Samaria. This 
visit was his first in the area! Throughout the 
day, Father Naddaf was markedly enthusiastic 
about what he was seeing, amazed that he was 
able to stand where the great heroes of
the Bible walked. He purchased wine at the 
Har Bracha winery to express his opposition to 
the boycott movement. And at the end of the 

day, as we were leaving Biblical 
Shiloh, he made an amazing 
statement: "Jews live here today and 
they will continue to live here forever 
as the true owners of this land." For 
the first time ever, an Arabic-
speaking Christian leader made a 
statement of this kind!

Following the tour, both Father 
Naddaf and I were engaged in a 
media blitz, to ensure that this 
message reached the ears of everyone in Israel. 
We tried as well to interest the foreign media 
in this landmark event, but they were not 
interested. Only through the efforts of the 
CEC and CFOIC Heartland staff and
volunteers, were we able to convey this 
message worldwide through social media and 
our own email distribution.

The world is too busy condemning Israel as 
racist, organizing boycotts of Israel, and calling 
for Israeli withdrawal from Judea and Samaria, 
to bother paying attention to the facts. But the 

facts are that boycotts harm Arabs, Christians 
and Jews in Israel. The fact is that even non-
Jewish Israeli citizens support Israel 's right to 
the land. The fact is that true Bible Believing 
peoples the world over understand the truth. 

>> The Land of Israel belongs 
to the People of Israel. Period.

Thank you, my dear friends, for supporting us 
and enabling us to convey these messages the 
world over. Thank you for standing with the 
people of Biblical Israel. 

By Sondra Oster Baras, Director CFOIC (Christian Friends of Israeli Communities) Heartland, Israel Office
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Isreality International 
'EXPERIENCE ISRAEL' YOUNG ADULTS TOUR 2016

Isreality is the Christians for Israel International movement for young adults (18 – 35 y.o.)

Join Christians for Israel leaders and young adults from around the world
13 days in Israel that will change your life!

DATES:  3 - 15 July 2016 

Tour Leaders:
Marie-Louise Weissenböck – Director, Christians for Israel Austria / Europe
John Henry Nosen – Director, Christians for Israel USA / Norway and YWAM Naples USA

Program Highlights:
  Three days in Galilee, where Jesus taught His disciples 
  Teachings and workshops led by Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer, Harald Eckert and Andrew Tucker  
  Four days volunteer work in Jerusalem: soup kitchen, helping Holocaust survivors, or 

refurbishing dilapidated homes�
  Explore Jerusalem�
  Visit the heartland of Israel - Judea and Samaria ('West Bank')
  Rafting on Jordan River 
  Climb Masada and swim in the Dead Sea 
  Meetings with young Israeli people�
  Shabbat dinner in Jerusalem 
  Meeting and fellowship with Palestinian Christians 

Price: US$1290  
  Price is subject to change, and based on a minimum of 15 participants 
  Price includes: registration, shared accommodation (12 nights), two meals per day, tips to guide, 

driver and hotel, all sites, educational materials 
  Price excludes: travel to/from Israel, insurance, visas (where applicable), lunches, beverages, 

transfer to/from airport 

For more information and registration visit our website: www.isreality.org 

PM Netanyahu’s Remarks at the Start of the
Weekly Cabinet Meeting Statement from PM Benjamin Netanyahu’s Office/January 2016

“Following the nuclear agreement 
with Iran, Israel will continue to 
monitor all of Iran's international 
violations, including regarding the 
nuclear agreement, the ballistic 
missile agreement and terrorism. 

The international community must enact 
severe and aggressive sanctions against each 
violation. Were it not for our efforts to lead 
sanctions and thwart Iran's nuclear program, 
Iran would have had nuclear weapons some 
time ago. Israel's policy is exactly as it has been 
– not to allow Iran to obtain nuclear weapons. 

What is clear is that 
Iran will now have 
more resources to 
divert to terrorism 
and its aggression in 
the region and 
around the world, 
and Israel is 
prepared to deal 
with any threat.
 
Discussions with the 
American 
administration are 
currently being 
completed on a 
document of 
understandings for 

the coming decade regarding security 
assistance to the State of Israel. This is an 
important part of permanent policy between 
the United States, our ally, and us, and it is 
important in order to repel threats in the 
region, especially the Iranian threat.
 
We in the Cabinet are continuing to promote 
new businesses in Israel. In continuation of 
the plan we passed a few weeks ago, Interior 
Minister Aryeh Deri and I are submitting to 
the Cabinet the roadmap for implementing 
reforms to the business taxation law. We will 
enact easements for whoever opens a business 
because it is not clear what a person or an 

entrepreneur must do. We are unifying, 
simplifying and clarifying all of the 
requirements in a clear and unified manner. I 
think that this is very important for promoting 
new businesses in Israel.
 
In the same spirit, the Cabinet, Minister Gila 
Gamliel and I are submitting a seemingly 
simple proposal, but one which will make it 
much easier for Israeli citizens because from 
this decision on, citizens will be able to contact 
government ministries by email and not by 
fax. The time has come; this is clear.

I would like to say a word about the NGO law. 
I do not understand how a requirement for 
transparency is anti-democratic; the opposite 
is true. In a democratic regime, we need to 
know who is financing such NGOs, from the 
Right, the Left, up or down. Financing by 
governments is certainly something the public 
should know about; it has a right to know. 

What needs to be done is to adopt the norms 
accepted by the US House of Representatives. 
Therefore I request that this law be advanced 
with two amendments: First, to drop the 
demand that representatives of these NGO's 
wear tags in the Knesset – this is unnecessary. 
Second, to require reports about the first 
shekel or dollar from foreign governments; we 
will thus bring the law in line with what is 
accepted in the US. In my view, these two 

amendments are necessary. I think that they 
are very important.

Now, regarding the double standard that is 
applied to us according to the Swedish Foreign 
Minister who you may recall said that the 
actions of the security forces as well as citizens 
who have used knives to protect themselves 
from being murdered should be investigated in 
accordance with international law. I would like 
to ask her if the incident that happened in 
Sweden last October when a man with, not a 
knife, but a long sword, killed three people and 
was consequently killed by Swedish forces, 
should not also be investigated in accordance 
with international law as an execution?
 

>> It is absolutely clear that 
there is an absurdity and a 
total distortion here, and we 
attack this and reject it 
outright. 

I hope that this spirit will not continue in the 
EU foreign ministers' future discussions. The 
double standard, distortion, attacks and bias 
against Israel will not help the EU to be a 
partner in discussions on the Middle East, but 
even more, this is simply inappropriate and 
unjust and we will not accept it."

February 2016
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The Only Country ISIS Fears in the 
Middle East is Israel By Samuel Smith, Christian Post Reporter

A German journalist who spent days 
with ISIS told the 'Jewish News' that 
the jihadist group "knows the Israeli 
army is too strong for them."

A German journalist who spent 10 days with 
Islamic State says that the radical jihadist 
group that has captured wide swaths of Syria 
and Iraq is deterred by only one Middle 
Eastern country – Israel.
 
In an interview with the British Jewish News, 
Jurgen Todenhofer recalls his brief time 
behind enemy lines during which he spoke 
with ISIS fighters.
 
“The only country ISIS fears is Israel,” 
Todenhofer, a former member of the German 
parliament, told Jewish News. “They told me 
they know the Israeli army is too strong for 
them.”

The writer said that ISIS wants to lure British 
and American forces into Syria and Iraq, areas 
where it thinks it has an advantage.
 
“They think they can defeat US and UK 
ground troops, who they say they have no 

experience in city guerrilla or terrorist 
strategies,” he told Jewish News. “But they 
know the Israelis are very tough as far as 
fighting against guerrillas and terrorists.”
 
Todenhofer said that ISIS was “preparing the 
largest religious cleansing in history” and that 
he was “pessimistic” that the threat it poses 
could be neutralised. He added that the Paris 
attacks was just the first of “a storm” that is 
coming to Western cities.
 
“They are not scared of the British and the 
Americans, they are scared of the Israelis and 
told me the Israeli army is the real danger. We 
can’t defeat them with our current strategy. 
These people (the IDF) can fight a guerrilla 
war."
 
“In Mosul there are 10,000 fighters living 
among 1.5 million people in 2,000 apartments, 
not in one place – so it would be difficult (for 
western soldiers) to fight them. ISIS fighters 
are ready to die in a war against a western 
soldiers.”
 
Todenhofer said that ISIS plans to topple local 
governments while at the same time carry out 
terrorist atrocities abroad.

“They are a very strong danger for 
Iraq, Syria, Jordan and Libya, while 
the West will be subjected to big acts 
of terrorism instead of a full blown 
ISIS war because they say they don’t 
want too many battles at the same 
time,” he said.
 
The Islamic State released a taped message on 
Saturday with a purported speech by its leader, 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, in which he threatened 
the Jewish state. 

“We are getting closer to you day by day," said 
the message. "Do not think that we have 
forgotten about you." 
 
"God caused the Jews of the world to gather in 
Israel, and the war against them has become 
easy. It is the obligation of every Muslim to 
carry out Jihad."  

"Jews, you will not enjoy Palestine. God has 
gathered you in Palestine so that the 
Mujahadeen can reach you soon and you will 
hide by the rock and the tree. Palestine will be 
your graveyard," he said. 

The audio message said air strikes by Russia 

and by a US-led coalition had failed to weaken 
the group.
 
"Be confident that God will grant victory to 
those who worship him, and hear the good 
news that our state is doing well. The more 
intense the war against it, the purer it becomes 
and the tougher it gets," Baghdadi added.  
 
The authenticity of the message, posted on 
Saturday on Twitter accounts that have 
published Islamic State statements in the past, 
could not be verified.
 
It slammed Saudi Arabia's efforts to set up a 
coalition of Muslim nations to fight his group.

"If it was an Islamic coalition, it would have 
declared itself free from its Jewish and 
Crusader lords and made killing the Jews and 
the liberation of Palestine its goal," the 
message said.

Free Speech Online Should Not Include Incitement to Violence 

Following the Charlie Hebdo attacks in France, 
it became popular to cite George Bernard 
Shaw’s famous words: “Assassination is the 
extreme form of censorship.” But the 
continuation of the phrase, less quoted, is 
equally significant: “...and it seems hard to 
justify an incitement to it on anti-censorial 
principles.”

Shaw’s point is related to the well-known fact 
that any liberty, taken to extremes, ceases to be 
a liberty when it intrudes on another. As the 
famous adage puts it, one person’s right to 
swing his fist ends with another’s nose. The 
need to define online incitement and act 
against it, even when this involves delimiting 
the bounds of free speech, is a case in point.

The recent terrorist attacks that have seized 
world attention have a definite connection to 
the abuse of online platforms. As facts about 
the shooting of 14 people in San Bernardino 
emerged, it became clear the extent to which 
the terrorists, Tashfeen Malik and her 
husband, Syed Farook, had contact with 
terrorist elements via social networks long 
before carrying out their act of mass murder. 
Significantly, on the day of the attack, Malik 
pledged allegiance to ISIS in a Facebook post.

Following the November 13 attacks in Paris 
that killed some 130 people, it became clear 
that the attackers, a group of ISIS affiliates, 
had used social media to communicate and 
coordinate. It goes without saying that social 
media has been a very significant platform by 
which ISIS gained world attention to begin 
with, in the series of shocking beheading video 
clips that spread virally across the internet, 
starting in 2014.

Does anyone really doubt the connection 
between such grisly videos and the subsequent 
rapid spread of ISIS-affiliated terror attacks 
around the world?

Similarly, the wave of Palestinian terror that 
has been striking Israel in the last few months 
has been strongly influenced by online 
incitement. Since September 13, 2015, 24 people 
have been killed by Palestinian terrorists, and 
259 injured, by stabbings, shootings and 
vehicular ramming attacks.

During this entire period, Palestinian social 
media has been rife with pictures, videos and 
explicit messages calling for such attacks 
against Israelis, some even containing 
anatomical charts explaining where on the 
body to stab for greatest effect.

If ever there has been a clear and imminent 
connection between incitement and actual 
violence, this latest wave of Palestinian terror 
is it.

The First Amendment to the United States 
Constitution is one of the best known and 
most celebrated statements of the principle of 

free speech. Yet, even this right, which is so 
central to democracy and freedom, has its 
limits. The US Supreme Court prohibits 
“advocacy of the use of force” when “such 
advocacy is directed to inciting or producing 
imminent lawless action and is likely to incite 
or produce such action.”

A similar approach has been incorporated 
internationally, as in Article 20 of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, which stipulates that “Any advocacy of 
national, racial or religious hatred that 
constitutes incitement to discrimination, 
hostility or violence shall be prohibited by law.”

Recognising the prominence of the Internet as 
a means by which terrorists inspire, recruit, 
incite and train adherents, significant 
international cooperation and dialogue has 
been ongoing for many years, both bilaterally 
and under the auspices of multilateral bodies 
such as the UN Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC), in an attempt to formulate agreed 
criteria on what counts as incitement, and on 
how to fight it.

Democracies are understandably wary of 
limiting free speech. The dangers of taking 
such limitations too far are well known and 
need to be always kept in mind. This is 
especially true of the Internet and cyberspace, 
given its tremendous potential as a tool for 
empowering the underprivileged and for 
leveling the field between more and less 
developed areas and communities.

But like all technologies, the Internet can be 
abused. Such abuse has already turned it into a 

battlefield, whose victims have been vividly 
displayed in the recent spate of terrorist 
attacks we have all witnessed.

Thus, concern for free speech cannot be used 
as an excuse for inaction. Criteria need to be 
developed to separate legitimate free speech 
from abuses of online technologies which pose 
a clear and imminent threat to the lives and 
well-being of others. Moreover, just as 
newsprint and broadcast media are expected to 
act responsibly by not serving as a means for 
inciting to violence, so too must social media 
platforms, and the companies which stand 
behind them, be bound by the same sense of 
social responsibility.

Innocent people are losing their lives in places 
as far afield as San Bernardino, Paris and 
Jerusalem because of violence driven by 
fanaticism and intolerance. Adherents of such 
fanaticism are resorting to different means for 
promoting it and for recruiting the terrorists 
who act on it.

Social networks and online platforms are just 
the latest technology through which the age-
old practice of incitement to violence is being 
carried out today.

Responsible democratic governments need to 
develop the legal criteria and technical means 
of defining and enforcing the online boundary 
between free speech and incitement towards 
violence. Not to do so endangers the lives of 
innocent people and amounts to the ultimate 
act of censorship, by forever silencing the 
voices of terrorism’s victims.

By Tzipi Hotovely, Deputy Prime Minister of Israel

Iran’s Nuclear Deal 
"Israel will continue to monitor the 
implementation of the agreement and will 
warn about any violation. Even after the 
signing of the nuclear agreement, Iran has 

not relinquished its aspiration to obtain 
nuclear weapons and it will continue to 
undermine stability in the Middle East and 
spread terrorism around the world while 

violating its international obligations. 
The major powers and the IAEA must 
closely monitor activity at Iran's nuclear 
installations and other sites in order to verify 
that it is not continuing to develop nuclear 
weapons in secret. Unless there is an 
appropriate response to each violation, Iran 
will understand that it can continue to 

develop nuclear weapons, undermine 
regional stability and spread terrorism.

Israel will continue to monitor the situation 
and warn about Iran's negative activity, and 
will do everything necessary to safeguard its 
security and defend itself."

Statement from PM Benjamin Netanyahu’s Office/January 2016

Following the Charlie Hebdo attacks in France, 
it became popular to cite George Bernard 
Shaw’s famous words: “Assassination is the 
extreme form of censorship.” But the 
continuation of the phrase, less quoted, is 
equally significant: “...and it seems hard to 
justify an incitement to it on anti-censorial 
principles.”

Shaw’s point is related to the well-known fact 
that any liberty, taken to extremes, ceases to be 
a liberty when it intrudes on another. As the 
famous adage puts it, one person’s right to 
swing his fist ends with another’s nose. The 
need to define online incitement and act 
against it, even when this involves delimiting 
the bounds of free speech, is a case in point.

The recent terrorist attacks that have seized 
world attention have a definite connection to 
the abuse of online platforms. As facts about 
the shooting of 14 people in San Bernardino 
emerged, it became clear the extent to which 
the terrorists, Tashfeen Malik and her 
husband, Syed Farook, had contact with 
terrorist elements via social networks long 
before carrying out their act of mass murder. 
Significantly, on the day of the attack, Malik 
pledged allegiance to ISIS in a Facebook post.

Following the November 13 attacks in Paris 
that killed some 130 people, it became clear 
that the attackers, a group of ISIS affiliates, 
had used social media to communicate and 
coordinate. It goes without saying that social 
media has been a very significant platform by 
which ISIS gained world attention to begin 
with, in the series of shocking beheading video 
clips that spread virally across the internet, 
starting in 2014.

Does anyone really doubt the connection 
between such grisly videos and the subsequent 
rapid spread of ISIS-affiliated terror attacks 
around the world?

Similarly, the wave of Palestinian terror that 
has been striking Israel in the last few months 
has been strongly influenced by online 
incitement. Since September 13, 2015, 24 people 
have been killed by Palestinian terrorists, and 
259 injured, by stabbings, shootings and 
vehicular ramming attacks.

During this entire period, Palestinian social 
media has been rife with pictures, videos and 
explicit messages calling for such attacks 
against Israelis, some even containing 
anatomical charts explaining where on the 
body to stab for greatest effect.

If ever there has been a clear and imminent 
connection between incitement and actual 
violence, this latest wave of Palestinian terror 
is it.

The First Amendment to the United States 
Constitution is one of the best known and 
most celebrated statements of the principle of 

free speech. Yet, even this right, which is so 
central to democracy and freedom, has its 
limits. The US Supreme Court prohibits 
“advocacy of the use of force” when “such 
advocacy is directed to inciting or producing 
imminent lawless action and is likely to incite 
or produce such action.”

A similar approach has been incorporated 
internationally, as in Article 20 of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, which stipulates that “Any advocacy of 
national, racial or religious hatred that 
constitutes incitement to discrimination, 
hostility or violence shall be prohibited by law.”

Recognising the prominence of the Internet as 
a means by which terrorists inspire, recruit, 
incite and train adherents, significant 
international cooperation and dialogue has 
been ongoing for many years, both bilaterally 
and under the auspices of multilateral bodies 
such as the UN Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC), in an attempt to formulate agreed 
criteria on what counts as incitement, and on 
how to fight it.

Democracies are understandably wary of 
limiting free speech. The dangers of taking 
such limitations too far are well known and 
need to be always kept in mind. This is 
especially true of the Internet and cyberspace, 
given its tremendous potential as a tool for 
empowering the underprivileged and for 
leveling the field between more and less 
developed areas and communities.

But like all technologies, the Internet can be 
abused. Such abuse has already turned it into a 

battlefield, whose victims have been vividly 
displayed in the recent spate of terrorist 
attacks we have all witnessed.

Thus, concern for free speech cannot be used 
as an excuse for inaction. Criteria need to be 
developed to separate legitimate free speech 
from abuses of online technologies which pose 
a clear and imminent threat to the lives and 
well-being of others. Moreover, just as 
newsprint and broadcast media are expected to 
act responsibly by not serving as a means for 
inciting to violence, so too must social media 
platforms, and the companies which stand 
behind them, be bound by the same sense of 
social responsibility.

Innocent people are losing their lives in places 
as far afield as San Bernardino, Paris and 
Jerusalem because of violence driven by 
fanaticism and intolerance. Adherents of such 
fanaticism are resorting to different means for 
promoting it and for recruiting the terrorists 
who act on it.

Social networks and online platforms are just 
the latest technology through which the age-
old practice of incitement to violence is being 
carried out today.

Responsible democratic governments need to 
develop the legal criteria and technical means 
of defining and enforcing the online boundary 
between free speech and incitement towards 
violence. Not to do so endangers the lives of 
innocent people and amounts to the ultimate 
act of censorship, by forever silencing the 
voices of terrorism’s victims.

Mourning in Paris after the November 13 attacks. The 
attackers used social media to communicate and coordinate



News 09

The Letters of the Aleph-bet: Bet - ב
The letter bet has two different 
pronunciations, depending on its place in 
the word. As the first letter of a word, it is 
usually pronounced as b, whereas in the 
middle or at the end it is pronounced as v or 
w. In Semitic languages, bet means ‘house’, 
and a stylised picture of a house was the 
ancient original form in which the letter was 
written, already in Egyptian hieroglyphs.
 
The Bible opens with the letter bet: bereshit  
(in the beginning). Jewish tradition tells us 
that the creation of the world began with 

the bet. Why? Because it is also the first 
letter of the word berakhah, which means 
‘blessing’. Creation thus stands under the 
mark of God’s blessing. God creates the 
world out of His love and mercy. He desires 
to make a dwelling among humankind. That 
is His objective with creation as a whole, and 
man in particular. The bet therefore also 
refers to the house of God. In Isaiah 56:7 God 
says: “for my house will be called a house of 
prayer for all nations,” a verse that is often 
written on top of the entrance to a 
synagogue. 

Another explanation says that the bet is 
closed to three sides, but open at the front. 
The Midrash (traditional rabbinic Bible 
exposition) explains that we are not allowed 
to ask what was underneath, above or 
behind creation, but only from the day the 
world was created and thereafter. 

The numerical value of the bet is two. 
Therefore, we can learn from the fact that 
creation originated from the bet that there 
are two worlds: this world and the coming. 
The Talmud says that this world was created 

with the letter he (the fifth letter) and the 
next world with the letter yod (the tenth).

>> Together these letters 
form one of the names of 
God.

In the Talmud each letter receives a symbolic 
meaning: “Aleph bet means: learn (Hebrew: 
alleiph) wisdom” (Hebrew: binah, which 
begins with a bet). 

By Kees de Vreugd

Holiday Miracle in New York: UN Recognises
Yom Kippur as official holiday Sourced from European Coalition for Israel

New York, December 21st, 2015 – In 
one of the last working days before 
Christmas, the United Nations has 
officially recognised the Jewish 
holiday Yom Kippur as an official UN 
holiday. 

For the first time in its 70-year history UN 
employees who observe Jewish faith will have 
the day off and there will be no official 
meetings on this day. The decision implements 
General Assembly resolution 69/250 which was 
adopted last year.  The resolution adds Yom 
Kippur, Day of Vesak, Diwali, Gurpurab, 
Orthodox Christmas and Orthodox Good 
Friday in addition to President´s Day, to a 

floating holiday which the employees can 
choose for themselves. Christmas Day, Good 
Friday, Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha have 
previously been recognised as official UN 
holidays.

The decision comes after two and a half years 
of active campaigning by the Israeli Permanent 
Mission to the UN and the European Coalition 
for Israel. The idea to have the UN recognise 
Yom Kippur as a holiday was first floated by 
ECI in a meeting with the Israeli government 
in the summer of 2013. On October 1st, Israeli 
Deputy Foreign Minister Zeev Elkin presented 
the request to the Deputy Secretary General of 
the UN Jan Eliasson in conjunction with the 
High level week of the 68th session of the UN 
General Assembly.

But it would take until May 12th, 2014 before 
the Israeli Ambassador to the UN, Ron Prosor 
presented an open letter to all UN member 
states, requesting their support for the 
initiative. The request was officially presented 
at a luncheon of the newly formed ECI 
initiative Forum for Cultural Diplomacy, 
which marked 65 years of Israeli membership 
of the UN.

Sixty-five (38 + 27 EU) UN member states have 
expressed their support for the request. 
The United States, in particular the US 
Ambassador to the UN, Samantha Power, 
played a crucial role in agreeing to make the 
American holiday, President’s day, a floating 
holiday which can be replaced by any of the 
new religious holidays. This way the initiative 
was prevented from being blocked by the anti-
Israel majority of the UN. The other religious 
holidays which were given UN recognition 
alongside Yom Kippur, were part of a 
compromise agreement which helped secure 
the support of UN member states representing 
other major religions.

In meetings with UN officials in New York on 
Friday, ECI Director for UN Affairs Gregory 
Lafitte and ECI Founding Director Tomas 
Sandell expressed their appreciation over the 
decision which is an important step for better 
inclusion of Israel and the Jewish people in the 
family of nations by respecting their most holy 
day in the calendar year.

The recognition was made possible thanks to 
the active support of senior UN officials, 
including the Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, 

who on September 21st attended a special 
Tashlich ceremony at the UN headquarters in 
preparation for Yom Kippur. The ceremony 
was hosted by the Israeli Permanent Mission 
to the UN and the Forum for Cultural 
Diplomacy.

- This decision shows that Israel has, in fact, 
many more friends at the UN than those who 
generally stand with Israel in critical votes. By 
highlighting the universal values of the Jewish 
holidays we can bring nations closer to Israel 
as we at the same time strengthen the values 
of the UN charter, Lafitte said.
European Coalition for Israel commended the 
Israeli Permanent Mission to the UN which 
has tirelessly worked to see the recognition 
become a reality.

>> There could be no better 
way to commence the 
Christmas holidays than to 
celebrate the fact that after 70 
years the UN will finally 
recognise Yom Kippur as an 
official UN holiday, Sandell 
concluded.

‘Heroic’ Palestinians Stab Israeli Mother, Pregnant Woman

Palestinian Arab terrorists, so often described 
as “heroic” by Palestinian leaders and media, 
recently demonstrated their tremendous 
bravery by stabbing a petite, defenseless Israeli 
mother and a pregnant Jewish woman.

In January, a Palestinian terrorist entered the 
home of Dafna Meir in the Jewish settlement 

of Otniel and brutally stabbed her to 
death in front of three of her six 
children. A day later, another knife-
wielding Palestinian seriously 
wounded a 30-year-old pregnant 
woman in the nearby Jewish 
community of Tekoa.

Meir’s older teenage daughter 
witnessed the attack, and told 
authorities that her mother wrestled 
with the terrorist to prevent him from 

harming any of the children. By some miracle, 
after fatally stabbing Meir, the terrorist fled 
the scene instead of killing the children.

Two of the six children in the Meir household 
are foster children. Dafna was also a nurse at 
Soroka Medical Center in Beersheva, where 

she treated Jews and Arabs, alike. Adding to 
her saintliness, the apparently tireless Meir 
provided couples’ counseling.

>> Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu vowed that no 
effort would be spared in 
bringing justice to the killer.

“In the name of all Israelis, I want to give 
strength to all the children of the family. All of 
us are hurting and share in the painful grief. 
We will find the terrorist, and he will pay the 
full price for this heinous murder,” Netanyahu 
posted on Facebook.

Defence Minister Moshe Ya’alon concurred: 
“We will not rest until we settle accounts with 

the terrorist, wherever he is. (Dafna Meir’s) 
murder…teaches us yet again what a cruel 
enemy we are up against.”

Monday’s attack took place at a clothing 
warehouse in the Judean settlement of Tekoa, 
essentially a suburb of Jerusalem. Security 
guards managed to shoot and kill the terrorist, 
but not before he inflicted serious upper body 
injuries to his pregnant victim, who was taken 
to a hospital in the capital.

In light of the two attacks, Israeli security 
officials are reconsidering allowing Palestinian 
workers into Jewish settlements. Both of the 
above terrorists are believed to have gained 
entry to Otniel and Tekoa by being employed 
by local Jewish businesses.

Sourced from Israel Today

February 2016
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Orthodox Rabbis Bring Jesus Home for Christmas 
More than 25 prominent rabbis from Israel and 
abroad recently issued a statement calling for a 
renewed look at Jesus, Christians and the New 
Testament faith. Quoting from their own 
sages, these outstanding  Orthodox rabbis are 
not ashamed to exalt the name of Jesus, 
welcoming the carpenter from Nazareth back 
into the Jewish fold.

“Jesus brought a double goodness to the 
world,” declares the group of well-known 
rabbis. “On the one hand he strengthened the 
Torah of Moses majestically…  and not one of 
our Sages spoke out more emphatically 
concerning the immutability of the Torah,” 
and on the other hand “he removed idols from 
the nations.” 

Saying that Jesus, even more than any other 
Jewish Sage, honored, strengthened and 
protected the “immutability of the Torah,” is 
an extraordinary acknowledgement. These 
leading rabbis are turning the tides of history 
by removing one of the main stumbling blocks 
in the path of a major Jewish reclamation of 
Jesus!

You will recall, that religious Jews rejected 
Jesus from the beginning, with the accusation 
that he did not obey the Torah, therefore he 
could not be the awaited Messiah. In the New 
Testament, we find the Pharisees arguing with 
Jesus over Sabbath rules, dietary laws, ritual 
cleanliness, marriage regulations and more. 
They insisted that Jesus cannot be the Messiah 
because “he is teaching everywhere not to obey 
Moses.” (Acts 6:14) 

What we are now witnessing is the undoing of 
2,000 years of Jewish rejection and animosity 

towards Jesus, a miracle by any estimation. For 
the out-and-out refusal by Jews to accept Jesus 
is slowly, but surely, coming to an end, as 
growing numbers of prestigious Orthodox 
rabbis welcome Jesus back.

And there is more. “After nearly two millennia 
of mutual hostility and alienation, we 
Orthodox Rabbis who lead communities, 
institutions and seminaries in Israel, the 
United States and Europe… seek to do the will 
of our Father in Heaven by accepting the hand 
offered to us by our Christian brothers and 
sisters,” the statement reads.

>> Two thousand years of 
Christian Anti-Semitism, 
Crusades, Inquisitions and a 
Holocaust can not keep the 
Star of Bethlehem from rising 
again in Israel. 

This call by these distinguished rabbis to 
embrace Christians as “brothers and sisters” is 
no less a miracle. For Jews to accept Christians 
with such endearment, after so much 
misunderstanding and anti-Semitic ugliness, 
can only be understood as a divine work of 
heavenly grace, the likes of which I find 
unfathomable.

For as this group of Orthodox rabbis points 
out, it is their “Father in Heaven” who is 
calling the Jewish people to lay down the past, 
put aside the enmity, and willingly embrace 
Christians and their faith in Jesus. That, my 
friends, is the deeper work of the Holy Spirit as 
spoken about throughout Scripture. 

As Rabbi Dr. Eugene Korn, Academic Director 
of the Center for Jewish-Christian 
Understanding & Cooperation points out, 
“This proclamation’s breakthrough is that 
influential Orthodox rabbis across all centers 
of Jewish life have finally acknowledged that…  
Christianity and Judaism have much in 
common spiritually and practically. Given our 
toxic history, this is unprecedented in 
Orthodoxy.”

In their statement, the rabbis want to find a 
way to acknowledge the differences between 
Christian and Jewish beliefs, without taking, or 
giving, offense. “As did Maimonides and 
Yehudah Halevi, we acknowledge that 
Christianity is neither an accident nor an 
error, but the willed divine outcome and gift to 
the nations. In separating Judaism and 
Christianity, G-d willed a separation between 
partners with significant theological 
differences, not a separation between 

enemies,” the statement concludes. These so-
called “significant theological differences” 
between Christianity and Judaism are really 
about Jesus. He is the stumbling block. Jesus 
may be Messiah, Son of the Living God for the 
Gentiles, but my Jewish people are still not 
quite sure just who he is for them. 

So while these rabbis are making major and 
unprecedented strides in bringing my people 
closer to Jesus, they are still far from the truth. 
For if Jesus is the Messiah for the Gentiles, 
how much more must he be for the Jews?

>> Perhaps Jesus will not 
quite be at home this 
Christmas in Israel, or Jewish 
homes around the world, but 
he is certainly knocking on the 
door.

Sourced from Israel Today

“They Cannot Get Us Anymore” 
Exodus of French Jews Asks for a Maximum Effort

Créteil, Paris. We sit around the table 
in a small but cosy apartment. The 
building is located in a nice street in 
this suburb of Paris. It is nicer than 
one would expect. On our way to 
Créteil we thought we would end up 
in a concrete district with dumpsters 
and unemployment. However, this 
part of the infamous Paris suburbs 
turns out to be a nice neighbourhood 
for commuters. 

The doorbell rings - one of the kids opens the 
door. It is a neighbour who comes to pick up 
his daughter who stayed for a play date. He 
stares at his mobile phone. ‘Have you heard? 
They found Alain Ghozland’ dead at his home. 
You know, he was a member in the town 
council. When he did not show up at the 
evening prayer in the synagogue, his brother 
went to his house. He found him dead. 
Murdered.’ Raquel is shocked by the news, her 
youngest daughter looks up startled. Quickly 
she puts her arm around the girl: ‘But they 
cannot get us anymore,’ she says. Raquel, her 
husband Stéphane and their four children 
organized their travel documents with the 
Jewish Agency. On June 1, the family will go to 
Israel permanently. The six of them are part of 
the 15,000 French Jews who plan to make 
aliyah in 2016 - "to go up" to Jerusalem.

If people had predicted a decade ago that Israel 
would have to deal with aliyah from France, 
they would not have been taken seriously. Nor 

would it have been conceivable that 
representatives of Ebenezer Operation Exodus 
and Christians for Israel would have been 
asked by the Jewish Agency to assist in this 
aliyah. However, a delegation from Christians 
for Israel recently travelled to France to get 
further acquainted with the situation in 
France. 

‘Anti-Semitism in France not only has an 
Islamic origin,’ with these words Xavier 
Darrieutort begins his presentation earlier that 
day. Darrieutort is national coordinator of the 
work of Ebenezer in France. ‘Anti-Semitism 
also has deep roots in the French Catholic 
culture. It was always there, but in the last 
years it became topical.’ On the screen appear 
the photos of the attack in Toulouse in 2012, 
the violent riots in 2014 during the Gaza war, 
and the attacks on the offices of the satirical 
magazine Charlie Hebdo and the Jewish 
supermarket in January 2015. ‘We see that we 
are living in prophetic times,’ Darrieutort 
continues his explanation. ‘Our mission is to 
help and show our love to the Jews, 
recognizing that this may well be the days of 
the hunters.’ With this he refers to the words 
of the prophet Jeremiah: ‘After that I will send 
for many hunters, and they will hunt them 
down on every mountain and hill and from the 
crevices of the rocks.’ (Jeremiah 16:16b)

'Notorious are the massive and extremely 
violent riots in 2014,’ Darrieutort continues. 
‘People chanted openly in the streets “Death to 
the Jews!", a very shocking experience for 
many Jews. It was then that we were first 

contacted by people who immediately 
wanted to leave France. The emigration 
wave started right after this happened. 
Of course the French government was 
shocked as well, and now they emphasize 
time and again that "France is not France 
anymore without her Jews." That in itself 
is true, if you realize for example that 
close to 30% of the surgeons and other 
specialists in the hospitals are Jewish. 
This shows you that Israel is dispersed 
among the nations to be a blessing there. 
Upsetting is that anti-Semites point out 
the same data and say that it shows that Jews 
have too much power.’

In the meantime, the figures speak for 
themselves. In 2013 3,500 Jews left from France 
to Israel; in 2014 - the year of the riots - more 
than 7,000 people left; last year 8,000 left 
according to official figures. According to 
various sources it is estimated that 10,000 Jews 
left France in 2015, this includes people who 
already had a home in Israel. Based on this 
data, the Jewish Agency expects that 15,000 
people want to make aliyah in 2016. ‘The 
extent of the increase overtook us,’ Darrieutort 
continues. ‘In October last year we helped two 
or three families every week with their 
departure. People hear about us and call us for 
help. These are often emotional conversations, 
especially when we talk about our motivation 
to help them. We point to what the prophets 
said about the great return. That impresses the 
Jews whom we talk to. It is not uncommon 
that one sees this as part of the Messianic 
times to come.’ 

The motivation of Christians to help is also 
shared with Raquel and Stéphane that evening. 
‘I heard about you through my cousin, who 
earlier went to Israel,’ says Raquel. Melanie, 
one of the volunteers from Ebenezer, goes over 
a checklist. Are there enough bags? Is there 
contact with a moving company? ‘Frankly, it 
was always my dream to move to America,’ 
Raquel confesses. ‘This changed in 2014, after 
the riots. Then, suddenly, I realized that what 
happened here, could happen in America. I 
told Stéphane at that moment: let’s stop 
talking, we will go! Here, the Jewish life stops, 
the kosher shops are closed, people are leaving. 
I want my children to live a Jewish life. I 
believe that is our main motivation. A Jewish 
life for the children in the Promised Land.’ She 
laughs: ‘So the words of the prophets indeed. 
Also because you as Christians help us!’

You can help the Jews of France to 
return home to Israel by making a 
donation to support Aliyah.

By André Diepenbroek, Christians for Israel Netherlands

Photo sourced from Christians for Israel, International
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Can a Muslim Arab Be a Proud Zionist?
Israeli Arab Sarah Zoabi became the 
focus of local media attention after 
her son Mohammed spoke out 
publicly in support of the Jewish 
state. Israel Today reporter Ryan 
Jones visited with Zoabi in her 
hometown of Nazareth.

Israel Today: Your son created quite a stir 
among those who found it strange that a young 
Arab Muslim can love Israel. How did 
Mohammed grow up thinking this way?
Zoabi: They say that the apple doesn’t fall far 
from the tree! I am a proud Arab, Muslim, 
Israeli and Zionist. I believe that the Jewish 
people have the right to their own state. They 
have suffered enough.

But many accuse Israel of imposing that same 
kind of suffering on the Palestinians.
The Palestinians are suffering, but under their 
own leadership. If they would stop terrorism 
and recognise the right of Israel to exist, I 
think their suffering would end. Israeli Arabs 
do not suffer! Some claim there is 
discrimination, but we live much better than 
Arabs living under Arab rule.

You, as an Arab surrounded by Jews, don’t 
experience discrimination?
I really admire the Jewish people. After all they 
suffered, they bounced back and built this 
country that respects everyone. I am sure that 
an Arab woman in any other country around 
does not possess the rights that I have.

But Israel’s detractors say it is an ‘apartheid’ 
state.
Apartheid!? That would mean separate buses 
for Arabs and Jews. Does such a thing exist 
here? Or segregated coffee shops. Does that 
exist here? These accusations need to stop. We 
coexist excellently. Together we will go 
through fire and water, Arabs and Jews. I reject 
everything that they say about Israel because I 
live here and I know what I am talking about. 
And I say this as an Arab woman, a Muslim,
and a proud Israeli. 

But many Israeli Arabs support these 
accusations. 
I am convinced that deep down all Israeli 
Arabs know the truth. Unfortunately, many 
people are brainwashed. Those Israeli Arabs 
who talk like this, let’s ask them if they want to 
go and live in the West Bank under the 
Palestinian Authority. No thanks, they quickly 

say, we are happy here. Suddenly they are 
happy here! We are happy here!

There is no (institutionalised) discrimination 
or racism. But I can’t claim rights without 
accepting responsibilities. I can’t watch one 
woman’s son drafted into the army to
defend us all while I sit at home with my son 
and complain about unequal rights.

Is there hope for peace?
Israel gave up the entire Sinai (Peninsula) 
when (Egyptian President) Anwar Sadat 
genuinely offered his hand in peace. This 
proves that Israel wants peace, but peace with
those that are genuine. You cannot say you 
want peace, and a week later commit terrorist 
violence.

It starts at home. Every mother must educate 
her children to love others without exception. 
If I raise my son to hate, how would he know 
to love and how could peace be possible?

But so many young Palestinians have been 
raised to hate. The situation seems hopeless.
It is forbidden to lose hope! There is hope for 
peace! The Palestinians look at the Israeli 
Arabs and see that we live well.

What can Israel do to help more Arabs see 
things as you do?
Citizenship without loyalty cannot exist. I 
think anyone who is loyal and accepts their 
responsibilities won’t have any problems. Israel 
will accept and embrace you. 

Recognise (the Jews), understand them, honor 
them and you will not be sorry. I know this 
from personal experience.

Sourced from Israel Today

2,700-Year-Old Seal of King Hezekiah
In a dramatic news conference at 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem,
archeologist Eilat Mazar exhibited a 
rare, tiny clay seal (bulla) displaying 
the inscription: “to Hezekiah (son of) 
Ahaz King of Judah.” The bulla with 
ancient Hebrew script shows a
two-winged sun with two ankh (a tau 
cross with a loop on the top) symbols 
representing eternal life.

The bulla was found in a garbage dump from 
the time of Hezekiah (727-698 BC) that was 
part of the royal compound built between the 
City of David and the Temple Mount. The seal 

was among 33 
different bullae 
uncovered, some
with Hebrew 
names.

“Although seal 
impressions 
bearing King 
Hezekiah’s name 
have already been 
known from the 
antiquities market 
since the middle of 
the 1990s—some 
with a winged 
scarab (beetle) symbol and others with a

winged sun - this 
is the first time 

that a seal 
impression of an 

Israelite or Judean 
king has ever 

come to light in a 
scientific 

archaeological 
excavation,” said 

Mazar. “This is the 
closest we can get 
to a king we know 

from the Bible.”

She noted two 
possible explanations for the change of the 

king’s insignia from a scarab to a winged sun. 
One might come from Assyrian symbolism of 
the winged sun representing
a confident sovereign. The second may signify 
the king’s awakened recognition of the God of 
Israel as the protector of his kingship.

According to Mazar, the unique addition of the 
two ankhs was done after the king was 
miraculously healed by God from a life 
threatening disease (Isaiah 38).

“It’s always a question, what are the real facts 
behind the biblical stories,” said Mazar.
“Here we have a chance to get as close as 
possible to the person himself, to the king 
himself.”

Sourced from Israel Today

Laetitia Beck is slated to represent 
Israel in the golf competition at 
the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio de 
Janeiro. Quite an accomplishment 
for a young girl from a country 
where there is just one golf course!

A year ago, Beck became the first Israeli to 
win a spot on the LPGA, the prestigious 
professional women’s golf tour. To grasp 
this amazing achievement, consider that 
only 20 golfers a year from every nation in 
the world win a place in the LPGA.

“This is unprecedented,” says Boaz Segev, 
the golf pro at the Caesarea Golf Club 
where Beck learned to play the game. 
“There are only about 100 kids who grew up 
playing golf here!”

Beck, 23, sees Rio as the opportunity of a 
lifetime. “My dream was to get into the 
PGA which is the highest attainment for a 
golfer,” she told Israel Today. “That I can 
now play golf for Israel at the Olympics 

makes me very 
happy. It gives 
me an even 
higher 
purpose.”

Israel typically 
sends a small 
number of 
players to the 
Olympics, so 
all eyes of the 
nation will be 
watching their 
lone player in 
golf. Beck 
cannot avoid the stress that comes to 
anyone competing under the Israeli flag on 
the world’s biggest stage.

“As the time draws nearer, I think about it 
more and more. I know I will be nervous,” 
says the youngster about the challenge she 
will face at the Summer Games in August. “I 
know that I need to begin getting ready 
mentally as we approach the crucial months 

in the race to the Olympics.”

Beck is from a family of ardent Zionists. She 
displays the flag of Israel on her golf shoes 
and sometimes on her hat or clubs, while 
wearing a necklace with a Star of David.

“When I play golf I’m very proud to 
represent Israel,” she says. “My goal is to 
represent Israel and the Jewish people.”

Israeli Golfer at the Olympics
Sourced from Israel Today

‘OPPORTUNITY OF A LIFETIME’
Beck is proud to represent Israel

Two Israeli students took home the award for
most innovative technique for preserving food.
They were the first-prize winners of the 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship Student 
Competition for Prevention of Food Losses 
held in Tel Aviv. A total of 17 teams took part 
in the contest, including students from the 7th 
through 12th grades. It was sponsored in part 
by the research arm of the Ministry of 
Agriculture. The goal was to come up with an 
innovation that would keep food fresh and 
minimise spoiling. The winning product uses 
absorptive silica gel which is injected into 
objects of any shape, even something as small 
as a golf ball. It reduces moisture and extends 
the shelf life of products. The winners are from 
Ayonot, a youth village south of Tel Aviv. They 
are the proud recipients of a cash prize of 
15,000 shekels (about US$3,900).

Teens Win with
Unique Technique
Sourced from Israel Today
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Never a Dull Moment! Tired but Thankful!
In December, last year, the weather was 
favourable with occasional snowfall and 
temperatures of maximum -8°C! We enjoyed 
the ‘warm winter weather’! However with the 
growing number of olim/immigrants leaving 
for Israel, our work load was greatly increased 
with trips to the airport in Dnepropetrovsk, to 
Kharkov in the east and to Borispol, near Kiev! 
At the end of 2015, we used various mini-buses 
to transport Jewish families to our hiding place 
or directly to the airport!

We thought to ourselves that things would go 
smoothly, not foreseeing ‘hindrances’ that 
might hamper the last trips at the end of the 
previous year! Then I received a call from our 
Aliyah field worker Nataliya, to inform me that 
one of our chauffeurs was stuck on the 
highway between Odessa and Kiev! I had not 
the faintest idea what she was talking about 
initially! But very angry farmers had, 
unexpectedly and without consultation, 

erected roadblocks all over large areas of the 
country, in protest against tax reforms that 
would negatively impact them. And they were 
not about to accept that! After Nataliya’s 
phone call, I received a call from another 
chauffeur who said: ‘Koen, I’m stuck!’
As I was on my way to a small village, I did not 
anticipate obstacles on my route! We had an 
elderly couple, who was leaving permanently, 
of whom the man was almost blind. They were 
extremely nervous when the bus did not arrive 
due to the extensive strike! 

All chauffeurs were advised to attempt to 
collect the Jewish families by taking alternative 
routes, and it worked! The ‘shortcuts’ were 
extremely bad with huge potholes over long 
stretches of the roads. But what’s important is 
that more than five hours after the appointed 
time, all of us were enjoying a warm meal at 
the hiding place! Though tired, everybody was 
thankful for arriving safely!

>> We also had a celebration: 
after living in the hiding place 
in Kiev for a period of many 
months, all the documentation 
of one of the refugees and her 
two young children from 
Donetsk was ready, so they 
could leave on December 29th! 

The olim/immigrants listened attentively 
when we spoke about God’s promises and 
faithfulness. There will always be obstacles 
when His people return, we read in Isaiah 
62:10. The next morning we took the olim to 
the airport, where they were given extensive 
information and received their tickets from a 
representative of the Jewish Agency. We 
assisted the elderly couple in checking in and 
accompanied them to passport control where 
we said good-bye.

Winter’s icy fingers grabbed hold of the 
country in the following days, causing 
temperatures to drop  to -22°C. And when it 
warmed up afterwards, heavy snowfalls 
brought with it its own share of misery! 
Different areas of Ukraine have been cut off 
from the outside world by the heavy snowfalls. 
Extra travel time is taken into consideration by 
all chauffeurs. In the new year we will 
transport olim (immigrants) to the airport in 
Odessa in the south, and Lvov in the west 
more often. The war continues in the east of 
Ukraine, and as yet there is no agreement in 
the offering! This year, as always, our priority 
will be to focus our attention on the Jewish 
refugees!

For more photographs about the trips, during 
this winter in Ukraine, we refer you to Facebook 
and the photos on the C4I website 
(www.facebook.com/c4israel and 
www.c4israel.org/ukraine).

By Koen Carlier, Christians for Israel Leader in Ukraine 

Olim saying goodbye to friends and family

At the airport in Kiev just before departure

Together at the 'shelter' the night before departure to Israel

Instructions by the Jewish Agency and handing 
over of the 'one way plane ticket' to Israel


