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Kia ora koutou, thank you all for joining 
us in this edition of RelectioNZ, the 
newsletter of Christians for Israel New 
Zealand.
It seems the whole world has gone mad 
over the latest coronavirus (the same 
family of viruses as SARS, MERS and the 
common cold), with the economic impact 
being felt in every corner of the globe. 
Even here in New Zealand, while we were 
told that it was inevitable that there 
would be some cases, I was disgusted to 
read of the barrage of online bullying 
received by a Kiwi suffering from the 
virus; the level of panic and 
misinformation is quite alarming. 
Although the virus is clearly a serious 
medical issue, I can’t help but think of the 
tens of thousands of people all around the 
world who are also sick and dying every 
day, especially from treatable conditions 
and starvation, but whom we have 
forgotten in the coronavirus panic.
It is easy sometimes for those of us born 
into the privilege that is New Zealand 
society, to forget the hardship others 
around the world face every single day. 
While we certainly have much to work on 
in our own back yard, by world standards 
we have it pretty good!
The outbreak got very real for us just ten 
days or so ago when the C4I NZ Israel 
Study Tour travelled to Israel... and were 
sent back. Having travelled from 
Auckland to a brief stopover in South 
Korea – which had no travel warnings at 
the time – and then carrying on to Tel 
Aviv, our group tried to relax on the long 
but calm air journey, totally oblivious to 
the drama unfolding on the ground. 
Unbeknown to us – to perhaps anyone – 
when we departed South Korea, a group 

of travellers who had just returned to 
Korea from Israel had tested positive for 
the virus. The Israeli health authorities 
promptly assessed the situation – while 
we were in the air - and banned any 
travellers arriving from South Korea. 
Within minutes of our landing, news 
articles all around the world showed 
images of an aircraft stranded on the 
tarmac at Ben Gurion airport in Tel Aviv – 
our aircraft.

Suffice to say, without even leaving the 
aircraft, we returned to South Korea, and 
then a little over an hour later boarded a 
flight to New Zealand.

Despite the crushing disappointment at 
having travelled so far, and having got so 
close, the NZ tour group never flinched, 
showing calm composure at every moment. 
Looking towards our next study tour in 
March 2021, I pray that these wonderful 
people will finally make it to Israel!

As we work through the aftermath, there 
are many emotions and thoughts, 
especially as to why God allowed this to 
happen; perhaps we were being protected 
from something worse? One key thought 
for me, however, was the recognition that 
even though it really rained on my parade, 
Israel has the right to protect its citizens. 
The right to make such calls, to close 
borders, to refuse entry, is the right of a 
sovereign nation. Israel is, and must be, a 
sovereign nation. Even as we watch Israel 
struggle to form a workable coalition 
following the recent third election, we 
must pray for a peaceful resolution, for a 
strong and good government.
Thank you for your prayers and your 
continued support of Christians for Israel 
NZ, as we support Israel.

Disappointment for C4I TourDid You Know?

The Dead Sea 

The Dead Sea, is a salt (hypersaline) 
lake that is truly one of Earth’s unique 
places. Here are some interesting facts:
Ÿ The surface and shores of the Dead 
Sea are 423m below sea level, making it 
Earth’s lowest elevation.
Ÿ The Dead Sea’s unusually high salt 
concentration means that people can 
easily float in the Dead Sea due to 
natural buoyancy.
Ÿ The Dead Sea is roughly 8.6 times 
saltier than the ocean, making it a 
harsh environment in which animals 
cannot flourish (hence its name). 
Ÿ The Dead Sea area has become a 
major center for health research and 
treatment for several reasons. The 
mineral content of the water, the very 
low content of pollens and other 
allergens in the atmosphere, the 
reduced ultraviolet component of solar 
radiation, and the higher atmospheric 
pressure at this great depth each have 
specific health effects.
Ÿ Biblically, the Dead Sea was a place 
of refuge for King David. It was one of 
the world’s first health resorts (for 
Herod the Great), and it has been the 
supplier of a wide variety of products, 
from balms for Egyptian mummification 
to potash for fertilisers.
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Jewish Kitchen

Salted Almond & 
Pistachio Bark 

These Salted Almond and Pistachio 
Bark are so easy to make, and are 
perfect when you need to make a 
quick (chocolate) dessert! They also 
make a great gift inside a Purim basket 
(mishloach manot), gifts of food or 
drink that are sent to family, friends 
and others on Purim day. 

Ingredients
800gm good-quality 60% cacao 
semisweet chocolate, chopped
1¼ cups roasted unsalted almonds, 
chopped
1¼ cups roasted shelled pistachios, 
chopped
½ teaspoon pure vanilla extract
1½ teaspoons coarse flake sea salt

Directions

1. Line a baking sheet with parchment 
paper.

2. Place the chocolate in a microwave-
safe bowl and melt it in a microwave 
in 10-second intervals, stirring often, 
until smooth. Add 1 cup of the 
almonds, 1 cup of the pistachios, and 
the vanilla and stir well to coat the 
nuts. Use a rubber spatula to spread 
the mixture evenly on the prepared 
baking sheet. Sprinkle the salt and the 
remaining ¼ cup almonds and ¼ cup 
pistachios over the top. Cover and 
refrigerate until the chocolate is set, 2 
to 4 hours.

3. Break the bark into pieces and store 
in an airtight container with 
parchment or wax paper between the 
pieces. The bark can be stored for 
about 1 week.

  Israel Institute of NZn
One of New Zealand’s leading agricultural 
companies, Livestock Improvement 
Corporation Ltd (LIC), looks set to make a 
groundbreaking NZ$108m investment to 
acquire a 50% shareholding in Israel’s 
leading dairy technology company, Afimilk. 
This transaction would be the largest ever 
investment into an Israeli company by a 
NZ Corporate. Competition to acquire an 
interest in Afimilk is understood to have 
been strong but it is likely that Kibbutz 
Afikim, Afimilk’s main shareholder, 
preferred a co-operative partner, like New 
Zealand’s LIC, with a similar ‘cultural fit’. 

New Zealand agriculture has a long 
association with Israeli agri- and dairy-
tech. Israeli irrigation systems, vegetable 
seeds, animal genetics, and water 
filtration systems are relied on 
throughout New Zealand. It is not 
surprising to see the consolidation of 
these longstanding relationships and 
shared expertise in the form of the LIC / 
Afimilk deal. Arama Kukatai, who works 
on similar deals between Israel and New 
Zealand in his company, Finistere, told 
The Israel Institute of New Zealand that 
the LIC-Afimilk partnership might be the 
largest, but it isn’t the first.

“Israel and New Zealand both have long, 
distinguished histories as innovators in the 
dairy and agriculture/agritech sectors. 
Indeed, SCR one of Afimilk’s Israeli 
counterparts was acquired by Allflex, which 
originated in Palmerston North, New 
Zealand, in 2015. The potential for 
expanding on this strong history of 
partnership in a period where agrifood 
innovation investment is at an all-time high 

is considerable, and it’s exciting to see this 
latest development with leading firms in 
Israel and New Zealand. If consummated 
this deal would represent a major milestone 
in the NZ-Israel agtech relationship, but also 
bring together a strong fit around hardware 
and software solutions in the livestock 
sector.” Arama Kukatai

Israel is a global leader in dairying and its 
cows produce some of the highest quality 
and largest outputs per head in the world. 
These record milk outputs are from the 
combination of animal genetics and data 
gathering, analysis and comparison 
technologies such as Afimilk’s which help 
farmers keep cows happy. Happy, healthy 
cows produce more and better milk and 
they produce a kinder product.

Afimilk has a reputation for excellent 
innovation and commercialisation of new 
products. It’s technology and data 
capabilities could pave the way to positively 
impact LIC’s genetics strategy. It is possible 
that access to cow-level data could be an 
important feature of the deal’s attractiveness 
to LIC. Data on animal health, genetics, 
milk typing, product purity, and functional 
qualities could also help dairy farmers with 
the increasingly important task of balancing 
cow health with environmental and 
regulatory obligations. The transaction will 
likely help reinforce NZ and Israeli 
leadership in the global dairy sector by 
assisting LIC to keep its world-leading edge 
in pastoral dairy farming data while 
broadening access to new information to 
meet future needs and challenges facing 
New Zealand dairy farmers.
To read the full story, go to https://israelinstitute.nz/
2020/02/milk-and-honey-kiwi-farmers-set-for-landmark-
investment-into-israeli-company/

Kiwi Farmers Set for Landmark
Investment in Israeli Company

| Photo: unsplash
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Waldemar Haffkine
and the cholera vaccine

Often it is the 
most unimposing 
people in the 
background of 
society who 
make the most 
difference. Such 
a person was 
Waldemar 
Haffkine, who by 
means of his 

research into vaccinations saved the lives 
of countless people.

Sir Waldemar Mordechai Wolff Haffkine, 
born in 1860 in what was then the 
Russian city of Berdyansk (today situated 
in Ukraine), was a bacteriologist who had 
to leave his country because he refused 
to convert to Christianity. From an early 
age, he stood up for his principles and for 
the less fortunate. Consequently, he was 
injured and arrested as a young man 
when he tried to protect a Jewish house 
during a pogrom.

At the Pasteur Institute in Paris, he 
developed a vaccine against cholera that 
he was able to use successfully in India. 
Reports from that time confirm that he 
managed to reduce the death rate there 
by 70 percent. At the eponymous 
Haffkine Institute in what was then 

Bombay (now Mumbai), he also 
developed a vaccine against the bubonic 
plague.

Haffkine was so convinced by the results 
of his research that in 1892 he tested the 
vaccine by inoculating himself. With the 
help of influential friends, he succeeded 
in presenting his research in England, and 
in 1887 was knighted by Queen Victoria.

As a proud and pious Jew, he also 
advocated for his people, and 
encouraged regular study of the Bible. In 
1898, Haffkine approached the 
prominent Muslim leader Nizari Aga 
Khan III in British-India (today’s Pakistan) 
with an offer for the Sultan of the 
Ottoman Empire, Abdul Hamid II. His 
aim was to resettle Jews in the Holy 
Land, then an Ottoman province, with 
financing by prosperous members of the 
Jewish communities in Europe. The 
sultan rejected the plan.

In 1915, Haffkine retired to France after 
contracting malaria. He died in 1930 in 
Lausanne, Switzerland. Seven years later, 
in 1937, the scientific community honored 
Haffkine by naming after him the single-
celled Khawkinea, a reference to how 
French scientific journals had earlier 
translated the Cyrillic spelling of his 
name. In Israel, on the occasion of his 
100th birthday, a park was established in 
his honor.

Jews Who Shaped the World
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Israel Fun Facts

Ÿ Israel is the only country in the 
world that has more trees today than 
it had 50 years ago.

Ÿ Israel has more museums per 
capita than any other country, 
including the world’s only one 
underwater.

Ÿ Voicemail technology was 
developed in Israel.

Ÿ Israel is home to the world’s only 
theater company comprised entirely of 
deaf and blind actors.

Ÿ Life expectancy in Israel is among 
the highest in the world at 82 years.

Ÿ Coffee and cafés are so good in 
Israel that it’s the only country where 
Starbucks failed trying to break into 
the local market. 

Ÿ On a per capita basis, Israel tops 
the list of countries when it comes to 
the annual production of scientific 
papers.

Ÿ First launched in Israel in 2011, bus-
stop mini-libraries, offering books free 
of charge, have inspired similar 
initiatives in other countries.

Ÿ Two professors at Jerusalem’s 
Hebrew University created the first 
cherry tomatoes.

Ÿ Beersheba, in Israel’s Negev desert, 
has the largest number of chess 
grandmasters per capita than any 
other city in the world.
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Shalom. I’m the type of person that likes to 
schedule my life, including WHEN visitors are 
coming and going so it doesn’t interfere with 
my first ministry - Wife and Mum. 

Using an app allows me to host on my terms 
that work for my family:

Ÿ A notification if a traveller is looking to stay.

Ÿ Using the calendar, I decide if I can or can’t 
host.

Ÿ I can accept travellers through a notification 
on my phone.

Ÿ Guests agree to house rules before they 
request to stay.

Ÿ I can show the maximum number of guests I 
can accommodate.

Ÿ My details are private, until I accept the 
booking.

Ÿ By using the filters on the app I will only get the 
right visitors that suit my lifestyle preferences.

I can support Israel by hosting

Israeli travellers!

Will you? 

Ÿ Holy Land travellers are waiting to be 
blessed by you.

Ÿ Open your hearts and your homes.

Ÿ Bless and support Israel.

Ÿ Host Israelis.

Visit us - www.yesh.travel

+64 2102616956

YESH!

Commemorations around the world have 
marked the 75th anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz. An Auckland 
couple who survived the Holocaust are 
contributing to a global effort aimed at 
ensuring ‘never again’ means just that.
The Theresienstadt concentration camp, 
near Prague, was presented to the world as 
an idyllic thermal spa, Hitler’s ‘gift to the 

Jews’. Hitler’s propaganda machine ensured 
that the camp, established in an old stone-
fortress town, received favourable coverage 
in German newspapers.
A movie, produced in 1940, showed happy 
and well-fed settlers. When the Red Cross 
visited in 1944, a few select parts of the 
camp had been given a fresh coat of paint, 
and thousands of Jews had been sent to 
Auschwitz so it appeared less crowded. 
The deceit worked and the Red Cross 
provided a favourable report.
Thousands perished at the camp from 
disease and malnutrition, but Bob Narev, 
prisoner XII/1 618, lived to tell his and his 
mother’s story of survival. Narev still has 
the Star of David that he was forced, 
under threat of death, to wear at all times.

In their book From Darkness to Light, 
written with Graham Wear, Bob and Freda 
Narev record the extreme efforts taken to 
portray Theresienstadt, where Bob [then 
Robert Narewczewitz] spent nearly three 
years, as a desirable place to live.

Some German Jews, believing the 
propaganda promising a retirement spa 
town for Jews, voluntarily left their homes 
elsewhere for the camp. Most, including 
Erich and Gertrud Narewczewitz and 
their son, Robert, were forced to leave 
their homes and board trains bound for 
Theresienstadt where the grim reality was 
immediately evident…
Read the full article here: https://www.noted.co.nz/ 
currently/currently-profiles/how-bob-and-freda-narev-
fled-the-holocaust-and-became-honoured-kiwis

How Honoured Kiwis Fled the Holocaust
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YES! I Want to Support Christians for Israel
Thank you for your donation. Your generous support is vital to the ministry of Christians for 
Israel New Zealand, and the production of our free valuable resource, Israel & Christians Today.

o My donation for ministry costs, and production, print and postage     $...............................................

 
My Details: Name: ......................................................................................................................................................................

  Address: ......................................................................................................................................................................

   ................................................................................................ Postcode ..............................................

  Phone: ......................................................................................................................................................................

  Email: ......................................................................................................................................................................

Please make cheques payable to:  Christians for Israel NZ 
Or donate via Internet Banking: Bank Account No: 03 0166 0834515 000 
     (Reference: Your name and donation allocation)

Post completed form to:  Christians for Israel NZ, PO Box 12006, Penrose, Auckland 1642; OR
Email form to:    info@c4israel.org.nz
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