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News From Our National Leader
This is not the
news I want to
share! John
Gummer, who has
been a very
important part of
Christians for
Israel since we
took over the
ministry three and a half years ago, has had to
offer his resignation. The health of John's wife
Carolyne, has necessitated this decision. Most
readers will be aware that Carolyne was also an
excellent PA to myself in past years.
John has given outstanding service to
Christians for Israel in several different roles
such as Member of the Board, Administrator
and Secretary to the Trust. However in his role
of Production Manager for the I&CT
International paper, John has made contacts
around the Christians for Israel world and has
been a respected and very well liked
communicator. I have asked John to tell his
story (page 2). I also invite you to contact John
and add your prayers to ours that God will
richly ‘Bless the Gummers’ in a new and
wonderful way.

>> Announcing Our Next
Tour of Israel Early March 2017
It is a pleasure to announce the next Tour of
Israel by Christians for Israel NZ. Our previous
tours to Israel in 2013 and 2015 were very
successful and we are looking forward to
another great tour. We can assure you that the
tour will be a life changing experience for all.
Participants will experience the special
blessing of being in the Land – the Land that
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ once walked.

>> Christians for Israel Fiji
Conference June 2016
Fiji national leader Lepani Makubuna, has
announced that the Christians for Israel
Conference will be held from 22 June to 2 July
2016. The time frame will allow meetings to be
held first in Nadi and then the main
conference days in Suva.
Lepani advises that the meeting agenda will
include Forward Planning; Dealing with
Replacement Theology; the 2017 Tour to Israel
plus more. For further information, contact
Lepani Makubuna - lmakubuna@gmail.com

>> Cathy Coldicutt - Our New
Webmaster
We confess that our website has been
'stagnant' over recent times. This was
partially to facilitate a new international
website structure. We do realise the
importance of the website and have asked
Cathy Coldicutt to be our new Webmaster. I
have asked Cathy to further comment...
“The bi-monthly International and National
newspapers will once again be available to read
online, or download. We will gradually add
new features such as accessability to past
issues, news on current events, information on
Christians for Israel conferences and
upcoming Tours to Israel.
Remember to add us to your favourites so you
can regularly visit our website
www.c4israel.org.nz for updates.”
Cathy Coldicutt

>> Prayer Items

We are also considering the benefit of arriving
a couple of days early in Israel
for orientation and shopping.
STUDY

Ÿ

We will be able to provide
both airfare and land-tour
costs in the near future.
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Meanwhile we would
be pleased to have
your ‘Expressions of
Interest’. Contact:

Ÿ
Ÿ
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Tour Leader - Graham Simpson:
Phone: 09 625 8731 or
Ÿ Christians for Israel Office:
Phone: 09-5257564
Email: graemelee@c4israel.org.nz
Post: PO Box 12006, Penrose, Auckland 1642

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

Pray about this very special opportunity and be
assured we are praying for you.

Pray that God will sovereignly protect
Israel at this time, both from warring
neighbouring nations and the Palestinian
attacks within.
Pray that the vicious Anti Semitism from
many parts of Europe and of course
surrounding Muslim Nations will be
resisted and exposed for what it really is.
Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem.
Pray for Christians for Israel ministry in
the South Pacific - Fiji national leader
Lepani Makabuna and Cook Islands
national leader John Tangi.
Pray for Christians for Israel development
director, Dr Robert Siakimotu for the
South Pacific.
Pray for Christians for Israel NZ for the
development of the ministry in NZ and the
publishing of the 'Israel and Christians
Today' paper.

By Graeme Lee

>> ’Israelity Programme’ Can You Help Our New Zealand
Nominee To Get To Israel?
Christians for Israel have created a special
Young Adults Tour to Israel on 3 - 15 July 2016.
Our New Zealand nominee, Nathaniel Alcorn
is an outstanding young man. He is a
committed Christian who worships at Calvary
Church, Glenfield Auckland. He is a multigifted person with degrees in Science, Music
and Teaching.
However very importantly Nathaniel wants to
extend his knowledge of the Church and Israel
and wishes to have an ongoing role with
Christians for Israel.
As a student for many years, Nathaniel needs
financial support to meet the $6000 cost of the
airfare and land-tour in Israel.
Christians for Israel NZ and Calvary
Church are helping but we invite your
financial investment in Nathaniel in
whatever way you can.
Please contact us at our office:
Email: graemelee@c4israel.org.nz
Phone: 09-525 7564
Mobile: 0274 923 238

Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

>> Another Very Important
Announcement - New
Presenters Arthur and Sue
Comery
I trust all our readers have enjoyed and been
informed by the articles from Arthur and Sue
Comery in the last two issues.
This delightful and very gifted couple from
Orewa recently felt a strong direction from the
Holy Spirit to 'dig deep into the Word of God'
about Israel and the Church. Arthur had
retired after 25 years as an Anglican Vicar. The
result has been the emergence of a greatly
blessed teaching ministry. You will agree
having read the last two articles from Arthur
and Sue in these pages. The third article (Part
2) is on page 3 of this edition.
Having introduced Arthur and Sue first
through their outstanding writings, we now
wish to announce that they will be available to
take meetings of either churches or groups
throughout NZ in the future. The meetings
will explain the Christians for Israel Vision and
Mission in NZ, the South Pacific and
worldwide. They will of course share teaching.
Please contact our office to discuss dates for a
visit.

Join us at

Saturday 14 May 2016
9:00 am to 5:00 pm

Women’s Conference

St Columba
Presbyterian Church

Hope Project
By Dave Mann, Coordinator
New Zealanders are showing themselves
interested in Christian faith! This is the
conclusion reached by the Hope Project
team. Over the past 18 months the Hope
Project helped connect the gospel with 1.4
million NZ homes twice through
booklets (in addition to TV and web
media), and this month the final media
effort is taking place, connecting with
those same 1.4 million homes for a third
time. “There are many signs of hope in
the responses we’ve seen”, says Dave
Mann. “Online, more than 100,000 New
Zealanders engaged with materials in the
second media effort alone, and feedback
has been broad and positive. Many New
Zealanders haven’t had a connection with
the gospel message for many years. When
given this opportunity we’ve found many
to be intrigued to find out more. While
few are immediately ready to respond to
Christ, many are interested and take
forward steps – and it paints a very
encouraging picture. When our
approaches are clear-communicating, yet
also gentle and respectful, we’ve found
that a great many New Zealanders are
willing to engage this conversation!”
Mann related some stories to illustrate
how the effect of just the booklets from
the first two efforts. A team member
recently visited a neighbour – 9 months
after the second booklet distribution, and
found the second booklet still sitting
prominently on his office desk. Earlier
last year a man told us he’d visited his
non-Church daughter’s family and found
a Hope Project booklet still on their
dining room table. In conversation, a lady
told us she loved the booklet and had
kept it on her shelf for future reference.
Even where it is least expected the team
are hearing stories of booklets being read
and considered – like a busker who gives
booklets to all who give coins to him and who is consistently thanked; or a lady
recently in hospital recently who visited
the chapel and found a booklet which she
read and felt touched by, causing her to
begin the 10DayChallenge.co.nz
discipleship course; or of someone who
recently found and read a booklet and
then contacted us for a Bible, desiring to
learn more about Jesus. Not to be missed,
many church leaders have been helped to
prepare their members to engage nonChurch people they know in spiritual
conversation. Those being freshly
equipped would number in the tens of
thousands – and some churches have
found a long-term pattern for their
evangelism equipping and mobilisation
through their involvement! “God wants
heaven populated”, says Mann, “and so if
we will try something God will work with
us! Too often we consider what is possible
– when we should really be asking, what
is necessary? Communicating the
Christian message clearly yet respectfully
is necessary! We invite Christians
throughout our nation to pray for this
effort at this time, to give to it, and then
go out to ask people what they thought of
the booklets – because opportunities to
encourage faith can be that easy.”
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All Good Things Come to an End
the role of National
Director of the
Denomination, a
position I was to
hold for seven
rewarding years.
Now, a new chapter
seemed to be
opening up for both
Carolyne and I.
The visit with Henk
was to open that
new door. Sadly,
Henk some weeks
earlier, had been
diagnosed with
terminal cancer and
John and Carolyne Gummer on their
desperately wanted a
50th Wedding Anniversary
team to take on his
It was four or so years ago and I had just
Ministry with Christians for Israel. So the five
finished helping with the planning and staging
of us became that “Team” by forming a Board
of the 2011 Greg Laurie Crusade at the Vector
to continue the Ministry that Henk had
Arena in Auckland. After completing all the
worked so hard to establish in New Zealand.
loose ends that such a crusade creates I was
He had single handedly, not only established a
wondering what God had in store for me and
database of some four thousand subscribers,
my wife Carolyne. Then, colleague, Graeme
but also edited and produced the International
Lee asked me to join with Denis Smith,
edition of Israel & Christians Today here in
Graham Simpson and Brian Hughes on a visit
New Zealand. It sure was going to be a
to see Henk Kamsteeg. Henk was the National
mammoth task to fill his shoes.
Leader of Christians for Israel New Zealand,
whilst also being Editor/Producer of the bi
We were able to set up a small office in the
monthly paper put out by Christians for Israel
Christian Ministry Centre complex in Penrose
called Israel & Christians Today.
with Graeme Lee as National Leader, my wife
Carolyne as his P.A. and myself as Secretary/
My life since becoming a Christian in 1979 has
Office Administrator. Denis Smith became
Treasurer, Graham Simpson our legal advisor
been an exciting journey with God that has
and Brian Hughes as an Israel Advisor. God
taken me all over the South Pacific, to the
was very gracious in allowing us to meet with
Philippines, to other parts of Asia, and a visit
Henk on two or three occasions before his sad
to Chile were I was able to meet the President
passing. He was able to transfer over to us an
of the time Michele Bachelet. I started my
incredible amount of knowledge, people to
working life as a farmer, followed by qualifying
contact, how the ministry was established and
as a carpenter. Perhaps one of my most
operated
worldwide, plus files, database,
interesting vocations was as a hatchery man. I
books,
and
all that we would need to continue
was a part of a company that bred and hatched
on
with.
He
had also at that time handed the
meat chicken dispatching them throughout
editorship
of
the paper over to a very capable
New Zealand and the South Pacific.
John Tweedie, the National Leader for
Christians for Israel in Canada.
>> Then the Lord called my

wife Carolyne and I to become
missionaries to the Philippines
with the Christian &
Missionary Alliance.
Unfortunately, after five years there I
contracted dengue fever rather severely and so
had to return to New Zealand where we found
ourselves pastoring an international Christian
& Missionary Alliance church in East
Auckland. During this time, I was elected to

>> God had certainly given me
a new task and one I was able
to slowly grow into while I
learned all about God’s plans
for Israel and His people the
Jews.
If I was completely honest I would have to
admit I was fairly ignorant on the subject and
especially about the evil teaching of

By John Gummer, Production Manager

Replacement Theology. So I set about reading
and listening to others and gaining as much
knowledge as I could. I still have a long way to
go as it such a huge subject which includes
Biblical and World History and also
Eschatology.

>> I must say that I have
enjoyed learning God’s truth,
whilst also playing a small part
in carrying out His plans for
His chosen people.
My major role with Christians for Israel has
been to handle the incoming mail, answer all
requests, reply to enquiries and prepare the
incoming donations for banking etc. Some
months after we began in the ministry it was
suggested by our International Office that we
may want to consider taking responsibility for
the set up and design of the International
Israel & Christians Today bi-monthly paper.
My role in this new venture was to take on
being in charge of the production of the paper.
One of my first tasks was to source a graphic
designer who would understand the vagaries
of our unique paper. We were able to engage a
delightful lady – Cathy Coldicutt – who has
not only proved to be an excellent designer but
also a great friend to our ministry.
I had to also get to know people and
companies in the printing game as well as
mailing companies while trying to get a handle
on how it all works. We have been able to form
excellent working relationships with our
current printer who also handles our mail
outs.
In 2013 my wife Carolyne and I were able to
make our first trip to Israel as we were invited
to attend the bi annual Christians for Israel
International Forum in Jerusalem. I will always
remember that first morning when I awoke in
the Ramat Rachel Hotel which is on a hill
overlooking Bethlehem. We had arrived in the
dark and so really had no idea where we were.
Waking and pulling the curtain aside there was
Bethlehem. Between us and David’s City, on
the slopes before me was a shepherd with
about a dozen sheep of all different colours
making their way to new pastures.

>> Wow! It was so real! It
jumped right out of the Bible
and there it was in front of us.
What a way to start three
weeks in the Holy Land.

ISRAEL
FOCUS GROUP
www.israelfocusgroup.co.nz

Then in 2015 I was able to organise and lead a
tour party of our own to Israel. Of course I had
lots of help without which it probably
wouldn’t have happened. To start an
advertising campaign, open people’s responses,
watch the numbers go from ninety or so,
expressions of interest, to thirty-two
confirmed to tour and meet them all as they
arrived at the airport, was watching something
grow and mature. As we toured Israel together
we became like a family, caring for each other
and thoroughly enjoying the excellent
teaching and guidance of our Israeli travel
company Keshet.

>> This was one of the
highlights of my Christian
walk and I will always be
grateful for the privilege of
being a part of.
Sadly, this chapter in my life is coming to an
end! I thought that the Lord would have me
working away in this wonderful ministry until
I dropped. But no! God’s plans are bigger than
our plans and it is very important that we, His
people, follow His calling. So as from the end
of April this year I will be retiring from this
privileged role and relocating to another area
in the outer environs of the city of Auckland.
Many factors have come to light that have
brought both Carolyne and I to this decision.
This is not the place and time to go into what
brought about this conclusion. But let me
assure you lots of prayer and thought and even
some tears have been shed in realising we had
to follow what we believe God has shown us is
our future direction. God only knows where
we may end up and what we may end up
doing.
In closing I must give huge thanks to all those
who support the Christians for Israel Ministry.
I will never forget the help, kind words and
support so many have given to aid with the
work of helping Jews to their rightful place in
God’s plans.
I must also give credit to our National Leader
Graeme Lee, his wife Lauris and Graeme’s PA
Cathy Eksteen; You are a great team to work
with. I also wish to remember Willem
Glashouwer, Harold Ekhart and Andrew
Tucker, our International heavyweights, all of
whom have made my life richer
for having known them.
Shalom and God be with
you. John Gummer
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Part 2: How Does the Principle of ‘Uti Possidetis Iuris’ Affect
Our Understanding of the Legitimacy of Israel’s Borders?
By Arthur and Sue Comery
from Syria in order to create an Arab-Christian
country next to an Arab-Muslim country.
President Hafez al-Assad did not agree. His
argument was the same as Hussein’s, ‘What’s
the Mandate to me? Why should I care?’
International reaction? When Syria
occupied Lebanon in 1976, there was little
support for the occupation. The principle of
uti possidetis iuris and the Mandate borders
were understood to be authoritative.

>> Example 1: Crimea
What happened? Russia annexed Crimea in
March 2014.
How did Putin justify this? Until 1954,
Crimea was part of the USSR; there are many
people living in Crimea with strong cultural
ties to Russia.
International reaction? The international
community agrees that despite Russia’s
annexation, Crimea remains sovereign
Ukrainian territory. On March 27 2014, UNGA
voted 110 to 11 to continue to recognise Crimea
as part of Ukraine.

The uti possidetis iuris principle (which means
‘you possess under law’) has been applied to the
borders of new states around the world and is
recognised as a basic principle of international
law by the International Court of Justice. What
does it mean in everyday language?

>> Let’s Apply This Principle to
Israel:
In short, Israel is the state created by and for
the Jewish people in Mandatory Palestine.
Thus under uti possidetis iuris, the State of
Israel inherits the Mandatory borders and, as
we established in Part 1, nothing has ever
occurred which voids the Mandate of its power
and authority. The borders of Crimea, Kuwait
and Lebanon were all established and are
currently upheld by this legal principle.
However, the experience of Israel is often
quite different. Although its borders were
initially established and are now underpinned
by the very same principle, Israel is frequently
accused of stealing land or of occupying the
land of others. Let’s unpack that accusation:

>> In other words, Russia
cannot rewrite Crimea’s
borders at will.

>> When new countries
emerge from old ones or from
colonial empires, the last
official international or
internal borders constitute the
new boundary lines.

Why does Ukraine have sovereignty
over Crimea? Because of a dead dictator’s
whim!
In 1954, Nikita Khrushchev detached Crimea
from the Russian Soviet Socialist Republic and
gave it to the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic. From that moment on, official
internal borders included Crimea in Ukraine.
When the old Soviet Union broke up into
smaller states, the previous internal
administrative borders became the boundaries
of the new states. Hence, Crimea is
understood by the international community to
be part of Ukraine.

This principle allows new states to come into
existence with intact working borders and
avoids chaos and conflict.
The principle applies in full even when:
• The old borders were colonial.
• The old borders were imposed in any other
non-democratic manner.
• Several states emerge from one, e.g. as
Russia and Ukraine did from the USSR. In
this case, the prior internal administrative
divisions become the new international
frontiers.

>> Who has the stronger claim
to sovereignty in the West
Bank … if not Israel?
• The Palestinians? No. there has never
been a Palestinian State at any time in the
history of the world. Not once. Never. In fact
until 1967, the idea of a separate Palestinian
people living in an independent, autonomous
state was barely considered. From 1949-1967
when there was not one single Jew living in the
West Bank, and when it was under the control
of an Arab Muslim state, there were no calls at
all for a Palestinian state to be constructed,
even though that would have been the optimal
time to construct such a state. Even more
interesting is the fact that the 1968 PLO
Charter denied the existence of a distinct
Palestinian people. The document said that
Palestine ‘is an indivisible part of the Arab
homeland, and the Palestinian people are an
integral part of the Arab nation.’

>> Example 2: Kuwait
What happened? Saddam Hussein invaded
Kuwait in 1990.
How did he justify this? He defended his
actions by arguing against the validity of the
League of Nations. In the past, Kuwait had
been part of Iraq; however when the Mandate
borders were drawn up by the League of
Nations, Kuwait was no longer included within
Iraq’s new borders. In essence, Saddam’s
argument was ‘why should I be concerned with
what the League of Nations says? Kuwait is Iraqi.’
International reaction? The international
forum did not support Saddam Hussein. The
principle of uti possidetis iuris and the Mandate
borders were understood to be authoritative.

Let’s imagine that NZ was going to be divided
into a number of independent states … the
new State of Waikato… or the Far North State.
To avoid endless wrangling and disputes over
whether or not Farmer Brown now lives in this
state or that state, the current internal regional
boundaries would apply to the new states.
This was also the situation in the 2014 Scottish
Independence referendum: the argument was
a simple ‘Yes or No’ to independence; there
was no debate over whether this town, or this
factory, or this port would be in England or
Scotland.

What happened? Under the leadership of
President Hafez al-Assad, Syria occupied
Lebanon in 1976.
How did he justify this? Under the
Mandate system, Lebanon was partitioned

Let’s have a look at the way this legal principle
has been applied in three different situations:

All income will go to Christians for Israel New Zealand
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>> Why the Quick Studies on
various prophesies?
My reason to use the term QUICK
STUDIES on various prophetic matters
was to reduce the usual size of
explanations and make the studies quick
and easy to read. This has not been easy!
Abbreviations can run the risk of
potentially changing meanings or
leaving out critical points.

>> What’s included?
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

Why study prophecy at all?
Jesus own comments to His Disciples
on End Times
Rapture or Harpazo - what does the
Bible really say?
Judgment of Believers and Marriage
Supper of the Lamb
Will the third temple be built &
beyond?

Eugene Kontorovich asks this question: has
the international community, perhaps in
sympathy with Palestinian claims, forgotten
the uti possidetis iuris principle when discussing
Israel?
He goes on to warn that ‘Putin’s actions in
Ukraine illustrate the dangers of such
inconsistency. Once the world begins to make
exceptions to the uti possidetis iuris principle, it
opens the door to claims like Russia’s.
After all, if an internationally established
mandatory border does not continue to abide
for a new country (Israel), why should the
arbitrary frontier of a totalitarian dictator
(Khrushchev - Crimea)?’
In other words, if the principle can be applied
inconsistently or even ignored at will, how
many other borders will be contested, how
much blood will be shed needlessly? These are
important questions.

>> Concluding Remarks
The arguments we have set out in Parts 1-2 do
not infer that Palestinian Arabs should be ‘out
in the cold’ or matter less than Jews; it is
simply intended to recalibrate the argument
away from the widespread calumny: ‘Israel is a
pariah state stealing land through illegal
occupation’.
Professor Kontorovich, Dr Gauthier and other
internationally recognised legal scholars
establish a cogent rationalisation for Israel’s
presence in the West Bank and underline the
notion that Israel should not have to surrender
any further territory while the Arab states
refuse to accept its right to exist unmolested
within secure, defensible borders.

$

‘Quick Studies on Future Prophecies’
Book Available Now
Cost: Hardcopy

• The remnants of the old Ottoman
Empire, Turkey? No. At the conclusion of
WW1, Turkey gave up all its claims to all its
former territories.

• The Jordanians? No. In 1949, Jordan
illegally annexed the West Bank in an
unprovoked genocidal war against the Jewish
people. It had no right to be there;
international law forbids the acquisition of

>> Example 3: Lebanon

If the independence movement had won the
referendum, the existing borders between
England and Scotland would have become the
boundary lines for the new ‘State of Scotland’.

territory in aggressive war. Jordan has no
rights to the West Bank and it ceded all claims
to it on 31 July 1988 when King Hussein
announced the severance of legal and
administrative ties between Jordan and the
West Bank.

ADVERTISE WITH US
and you’ll be supporting
Christians for Israel NZ
Advertise in the NZ INSERT inside
ISRAEL & CHRISTIANS TODAY
newspaper for nationwide distribution
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Ÿ
Ÿ
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Exposing Error, Expounding Truth
David Pawson’s teaching is both academic and
inspirational, and that led to him being invited
to speak at one of the bigger churches in
Singapore. He chose to explain the real
meaning of the word “GRACE”, in order to
help correct the re-introduction of an old
heresy, re-surfacing there, from a so called,
“mega church”.
It is important we get the basics right as what
we believe affects our behaviour. Paul wrote
correcting a Corinthian church because of
immoral behaviour.
What Grace does mean is “Undeserved Favour”
– (‘a free gift to those who have no right to it’). St.
Paul uses this word ‘Grace’, in order to explain
how he was given this gift from God in spite of
being so undeserving. As in the case of Paul,
our response should be gratitude.

Before John 3.16, Jesus spoke of the events of
the snakes on poles in the wilderness, and used
it as a comparison to show the meaning of the
cross. The Israelites had to respond to the offer
of healing by looking up at the bronze snake
on a pole, in order to be healed. Jesus made a
comparison between that event and the cross.
Jesus finished speaking at verse 15. John
expanded where Jesus left off, in v.14-15. John
added a comment in v. 16, “So, God, in that
same way, loved the world, in that He gave His
one and only Son, that whoever goes on
believing in Him shall not perish but have
eternal life”; (literal translation.)
So, we need to respond to the offer of
forgiveness by repenting, (Acts 2.38), as the
Israelites did in the wilderness, and we have to
"GO ON believing...", (literal present continuous
tense in Greek).

By John Dunning, Director of Inspirational Media, NZ
“Unconditional Forgiveness” says that further
repentance is not essential as God would never
let go of what is His… so whatever sins you do,
you will always remain God's child.

Most of us know this and it’s not a problem in
our churches,...but a new teaching coming at
us through Christian TV, is that we are now
supposed to believe that Grace means that God
automatically forgives our future sins without
repentance, unconditionally.

This teaching ignores that the word
“Repentance” means to have a change of mind
and heart…ie to do a “U” turn on our sin. In
other words, full co-operation is necessary like
a drowning man being thrown a rope… who
must still grab hold of the rope, so he can be
saved… ie co-operation is necessary. We still
need to turn our back on sin. God does the
saving, but it is for those who will respond to
Him.

It is being called "Unconditional Forgiveness".
However, Paul told Christians in Corinth to
stop their immoral behaviour - or else they
would be handed over to the evil one.
In Romans Paul teaches us not to presume on
God's 'Grace'.
In the first epistle of John, he teaches that we
do have an advocate in heaven to forgive
repentant believers, but that we still need to
come back to being repentant.

For more David Pawson teaching, go to
www.inspirational.org.nz. See ad for the offer
on David Pawson’s DVDs.
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